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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Departmént,
‘ | 10¢h June 1870. :

A A R i e M N

Read the following papers :— :
No. 52.  From W. I\ SEGRAVE, Esq., Her Majesty’s Consul for the Island of
Réunion, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated
Réunion, 8th March 1870, No. 18.

I have the honour, herewith, to transmit, with a request that you will lay the

same before the Governor, copy of a deposition made before me by a Persian
'named Mahomed Ahmed:

2. S‘uppos;mg that the statements contained in this man’s'deposition are true,
‘it appears to me that some offectual means should be taken to put a stop to the
scandalous kidnapping, practised by the mestrys, in the interests of their French

“employers, and numerous cases of which have been brought under the notice of this

_Consulate. _

3. Perhaps, by insisting that all British subjects proposing to emigrate should
be brought before British authorities before leaving British territory, some check
‘might be placed on these malpractices.

4. 1 enclose a letter from Mahomed Ahmed, and venture to request that you
will have the goodness to cause it to be conveyed to the person to whom it is
addressed, and that the funds which he requires may be transmitted without delay.

5. Perhaps the best and safest way of sending him his money would be by

* draft on the Comptoir d’Escompte de Paris which has a branch here, and it might
~ be addressed to the Consulate.

EERONSREEE

et

Comes before me WirLiax Fraxcis Seorave, Esq,  r Majesty's Consul for the Island: of
‘ Réunion. g :

Mahomed Almed, native of Bussorah or some place in the neighbourhood of that city, who
maketh oath and deposeth— ' ‘ :

I am twenty-nine years of age, and a horse dealer by profession. About the beginning of
September 1869, I arrived at Madras with ten horses to dispose of. T sold my horses in different
places, some in Madras, some in Hyderabad. One horse I sold in Chingleput to a man named Syed
Mustaam. On the road between Chingleput and Pondicherry I fell in with a mestry who was
recruiting coolies for this Island. I eat rice with this mestry, and at once went to slecp. 1 did not
recover my senses for a long time, and for two months after my arrival in this-country I was ill in
hospital and like 2 mad man. 1 am unable to do the work of this country, and my em ployer has
given me my liberty on the condition of my repaying to him the expense of my introduction and
that of my servant Ibrahim Saib, amounting to 300 rupees. I deposited the sum of $500 rupees

in the hands of a shop-keeper named Ismail Saib of Pearcametioo near Madras, and I now -

require 1000 rupees of that sum to pay my employer here for my liberty and that of my servant,

and I beg that Ismail Saib will send me the money, without loss of time. :

. (Signed) MAHOMED.

Sworn before me this 4th day of March 1870.

(Signed) W. F. SEGRAVE.
No. 52-A.  Mzsoraxpud by the Commissioner of Police, Madras Town, on the
deposition given by one Mahomed Ahmed, before the English Consul for

Bourbon.

1 have been unable to Icarn that élly_such person sold horses here in September
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Depayimeni,
10th June 1870,
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2. There are two men of the namo of Ismail Saib, living in Pereamoottoo,
~merchants of average respectability. They have both been shown the letter, and
s-ate that it is not for them. They deny all knowledge of the writer Ibrahim Saib
and of Syed Mahomed to whom /e refers in the letter itself. Neither of them are
related to either, nor have any money fransactions taken place between them.
I append a translation of the letter, which I have no hesitetion in pronouncing
a hoax. Had it been genuine it would have been written in a very different style
and in Persian or Hindoostani, It is at variauce with deposition, inasmuch as the
servant takes precedence of the master, and in the letter states they are both doing
well in Bourbon, while the latter deposes to his inability to work, The story of
the drugging may or may not be true, such cases do occur; but judging by the
deposition given, it is impossible to believe that it could have occurred as therein
stuted.  The deponent might have been drugged, but itis incredible that his servant
should' not also have been similarly ‘treated if they were kidnapped, or that the
master should not have referred to his servant in his deposition if it had been a
bond fide story. |
- (Signed) - W.S. DREVER,

1472 May 1870. Commissioner of Police.

XNo. 33. ~ To W. F. SEGRAVE, Esq., Her Majesty’s Consul for the Island of
Réunion, dated Fort Saint George, 10th June 1870, No. 744,

——. .. With reference to your letter of the 8th March last, No. 18, I am directed to

transmit copy of a Memorandum® from" the Oyuriifee

sioner of Police, Madras, on the deposition made before
vou by Mahomed Ahmed, from which it will be seen that the two men who bear

. the name of Ismail Saib, living in Percamootoo, have both heen shown the letter,

* (herewith returned, ) sent by Mahomed Almed, that they state it is not for them,
<and that they deny all knowledge of Ibrahim Saib, the writer of the letter, and of

-#Syed Mahomed, the person referred to in it,

v * Dated the 14th May 1570.
?

5 - e ] . .

2 Tam a.lao directed to .enclose a 1nexPOIandu111 containing extracts from the

‘laws and rules in force respecting the recruiting and despatching of emigrants to
- - - - D

the Colonies, from which it will be observed that every precaution has been taken

to preclude the possibility of kidnapping,

r . ) - - .
3. The Protector of Emigrants and the Consular Agents in this Presidency
- CRAmIne every emigrant prior to his embarkation, and no emigrant is allowed to
embark against his will, or in a state of health which unfitg him

| ; in e for undertaking
- the voyage to the Colony to which he is proceeding, '

4. It is possible that these provisions of the law may, in some instances, b
evaded; and it is very desirable that any such cases as m-;y be brought to _y)our '
notice should be made known to this Government, with a view to a st:ict luquiry
being instituted into the circumstances of each case, |

5. In the present instance the . account given by Mahomed Ahmed of the
_ manner in \-vluch he was kidnapped appears yery improbable, and the othey circum-
‘stances of his story are not corroborated. - - (

~

L B
- ~ s - g

o —

Proceedings of the Madras Govei'nmenbt,v Public Department,
o 10¢h June 1870. |

6. If you will be so good as to inform me-of the name of the vessel on which
Mahomed Ahmed was embarked, the port from which he sailed, and the name of
the mestry whom he accuses of drugging him, further inquiry will be made.

- (Signed)  R.S. ELLIS,
: Chief Secretary.

Exd, J. Wright.

_s/jx.bl



PUBLIC.

HER MAJESTY'S CONSUL yon v -
ISLAND or REUNION.

Dated June, 106k,

Reed. Ensl

G. 0., 106k June 1870, No. 744,

oy .

Transmitling, with referencs to the letter from
Her Majusty's Consul for the Island of éunion,
forwarding a deposition made before him by ono
Liahomed Ahmed, in regard to his being kidnepped
and ehipped as an emigrant to the Island, a Memo-
zandum on the deposition prepared by the Com-
cner of Police, Madran, end also »n Memoran.
©ot ruttine and @ - chive of emigrante
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