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Pubric DEPARTMENT.

No. 743.

To
' Tre UNDER SECRETARY or STATE ror INDIA.

SIR,

It having been brought to the notice of this Government that the Secretary to
the India Museum, India Office, is desirous of obtaining certain information regarding
a specimen of epidote granite which he has sent out to this country, I am directed
to enclose, for your information, copy of a letter from the Superintendent of the
Madras School of Arts on this subject, and to advise the despatch to your address,
per steamer Rangoon, of a case containing the specimens referred to in paragraph 4
of that letter. It appears that this epidote can be collected in considerable quan-
tities and at a trifling cost, at short distances from Madras.

I have the honour to be,
ForT SAINT GEORGE, : Sir, :
11¢% June 1870. - Your most obedient servant,

Chief Secretary.

Po——

From A. HUNTER, ¥sq., w.p., Superintendent of the School of Arts, to the Director of Public
Instruction, dated Madras, 17th May 1870, No. 448.

I have the honour to inform you that, on the 17th September last, Dr. J. Forbes Watson,
Secretary, India House Museum, was instructed by the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for
India to call my attention to a specimen of epidote granite which I had sent to the Museum of the
India House about twenty years previously from Chingleput. The sample, in the accompanying
small paper box, had been cut, polished, and returned to me with a request that I would make further
inquiries on the subject, as the mineral is very rare and of considerable value for table ornaments,
brooches, slabs, and, if procurable of sufficient size, it is used for the pedestals or shafts of orna-
mental columns, in combination with granites or marbles of other colours.

2. Tremembered the hill on which the sample had been gathered, and as I had a large pieco
of the. epidote granite in the school, I broke it up and sent portions to W. B. Leggatt, Esq.,
Executive Engineer, Chingleput, gave other pieces to some of our own men, and sent fragments to
J. D. Robinson, Esq., Collector of North Arcot, informing these gentlemen of the various localities
where I had seen the mineral. »

3. Inrreply to these letters I have ascertained that the mineral is procurable in considerable
quantities at Chingleput, Carangooly, Cawverypauk, Sholinghur, Chittoor, Bodinathum, and
Phlmanair, all in one continuous range of hills, and accompanied by serpentines, variegated
felspars, sienites, and trapdykes. At Carangooly and Chingleput the blocks seldom exceed two
feet in length, and are more of green and yellow tints ; at Bodinathum, Chittoor, and Palmanair it
oceurs in blocks of six to eight feet variegated red, green, grey, and yellow ; but these blocks are
geldom free from flaws.

4. Ireturn the original sample marked A.along with three picces slightly polished, and three
in the rough state, to show the various colours of the rock. I shall feel obliged by your forwarding
the samples to His Excellency the Governor in Council, with a request that they may be submitted
along with a c‘opy‘olffthis letter to the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for India in Council,
as I believe the discovery is one of importance, this form of granite being very rare and of consi-
derable value on account of the brilliance and variety of the colours. -



5. I have also ascertained that the rock occurs in the Madura District, but, as this is a good

9 From Bodinathum, HNorth Arcot Wway from Madras, the costof forwarding it would be considerable.

District. The cost of a cart load just received® is twelve annas for about

8001bs.; the cart-hire Rupees 8-15-0 for thirty-four miles ; and the railway expenses to Madras

Rupees 2-5-0.  J. D. Robinson, Esq., reports that the mineral is plentiful at Bodinathum, and.
" have seen it in large blocks at Sholinghur and Palmanair. :

bade.
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(186 .) DEPARTMENT.

Letter to the Right Honorable

the Secretary of State forIndia,
Dated

No, of 186
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