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" India Office, Lomlunf
20th April 1870.-

L emepogey T T

" Tinancial; = )

" No. "/33., . |
o .To Hls Excellency the nght Honourable The Governor

o . Gene &l of IndJa in- Councll
‘ _‘ '-'My Lord, :
*Dated12th -, Para 1. I forward: helemth copy of a letter’lE from Dr. Hooker

Nov. 1869. | . Director of the Royal Gardens, Kew, relative to the inconvenience
; occasioned “by the -difficulty of obtaining in this country copies of works

ﬁauthorlty of the local Goveérnments in India.

‘2, T have to request that you will give instructions for the preparation
“and transmission of lists of all works of this class, and of all other works

S R of scientific, historical, or antiquarian interest, so published -during the

: - - last five years. “Thase lists should specify the nature of the works and
/'Y ~ . - :reports enumerated, the Government by or under the patronage of

* " at which they have been hitherto sold. Slmllar lists should annually be
forwarded to- thIS country ‘

_ 3 1 have further to request that not less than ten copies of .all such
~works which may in future be published, or aided in publication, by any
“of the local Governments, may invariably be transmitted to this Oﬂice,

. and that, in the case of works of special interest, the number of copies

¢ . forwarded may amount to fifty. Of these, two. copies should be sent,
-vid Marseilles, immediately on publication, and the remainder, vid
Southampton with as little delay as may be practicable.

4. With regard to works issued in parts, the pub]watlon of which
,often extends over a considerable period, directions should.be given for
*the transmission of the various parts as soon as published, in accordance

with the above arrangement, without awaltmg the completlon of the
worl\s

5. It is my mtentlon, when you have reported your adoption of this
proposal, to enter into arrangements with London publishers, through
. which the-attention of the public may be more readily directed to these
- works than has -hitherto been ‘the case, and their wider circulation

~ensured, so far as it is in the power of Government to further that
»obJect :

6. In the above directions I do not include official reports and other
~papers printed by your Government and the subordinate Governments

- for official use. With regard to these, I do not wish to add anything to
thc mstructlom 'ﬂready in force .

7. But I must take the present occasion of calling your attention to

the great neglect or car clessness which has for a long tlme past existed
1168:) . - '

—(

* on scientific and practical Indian botany, published by or under the’

. which they were pubhahed the number of copies in store, and the price
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_ lFovernments in India,
- as to sending regularly home- copies of such papetd. Either the papers
_In question are not sent at all, or, if sent, they arrive so long after the
date of publication as to be frequently of comparatively little use, [t
. has occurred, and that not seldom, that reference has been made to
official Indian documents, by writers in Engli}lh newspapers, in a manner
to indicate that such documents were actual y in their hands, when no
copies of them had been received in this Office. These papers, more.
. over, are often transmitted in numbers which bear no relation to their
importance ; those of real value being forwarded in very small numbers,
and those of less interest in large quantities, (

on the part’ of some of the officials of the differen

8. A copy of this Despatch and of its enclosure will be forwarded to
.the Governments of Madras and Bombay, C

1 have thé honour to he,
My Lord,
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oo OFFICIAL MEMORANDUM.

//ééc) Department.

No. — : MADRAS, D
Dated /2 - ’ '
, 1872 ..
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