


Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
bth May 1870.

Read the following papers:—

No. 15, From the Acting Collector of South Canara, to the Acting Chief Secre-
tary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Mangalore, 10th I*ebruary
1870, No. 148.
With reference to the Proceedings of Government, dated 5th April 1867,
No. 358, Public Department, the Acting Zillah Surgeon
has sent me 3 copy of his annual Report® on the working
of the Civil Dispensary at Mangalore, and I have the honour to append the following
remarks :—

2. The Zillah Surgeon concludes, from the figured statement of attendance,
that the institution has the confidence of the people. This isa line of argument to
which I am precluded from replying. Ican only state that the view thence derived
is singularly at variance with the opinions communicated to me by the community
among whom I move, and that they impute the disrepute of the Dispensary to the

indolence of the dresser in charge.

@ Dated 1st Jan. 1870,

3. This my opinion I have sometime since communicated to the Ziilah
Surgeon, but he judges otherwise. 1 cannot but think he is mistaken, and that his
residence has been all too short to enable him to judge ; but be that as it may, T am -
satisfied that, under his careful scrutiny and cordial interest, indolent indifference
will not be suffered for the future. ' —

4. The question of the urgently required female latrine has been promptly laid
before the Committee, and will receive early attention.

5. Thatthe meetings of the Committee were few, was the natural consequence
of the public want of interest in the institution.

6. The arrears written off were composed mainly of a few large sums, as weli
‘as a fair sprinkling of smaller ones, promised years ago, and only too long retained
on the books in the vain hope of realization. The promises seem to have been
elicited by thé general confidence reposed in the kind and attentive care and energy
of the then Zillah Surgeon Dr. King. They may be revived under the present officer.

7. If “ pressure’”’ be applicd, subscriptions whether in advance or arrears cease
t0 be “ voluntary,” and I cannot think that « pressure” in such matters can be
cither © judicious” or « fair.””  The ruler that resorts to it must necessarily lose
the confidence of the people, and his influence among them for good.

8. I do not see that any poor man can be properly refused treatment, and thus
vicariously punished for the offence of his master in being a wealthy official not
subscribing.

9. The Zillah Surgeon is mistaken in saying the Municipality contributes
nothing, and only taxes the institution. Though formerly this was the case it is not
g0 now. The ¢laims of the Civil Dispensary fora contribution from Municipal Funds
towards its maintenance were brought by me to the special notice of the Municipa!
Commissioncrs so far back as April 1869, and thereupon the Commissioners unani-
mously subscribed an annual donation of Rupees 75. This amount the Municipa’
Commissioners have not, however, yet been able to pay, the state of the Municipa™
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