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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Depariment,
29¢th April 1870.

Read again letter from the Postmaster-General, dated 4th February 1870, Nos,
6905-2769, and recorded in Proceedings of Government, dated 8th
February 1870.

" Read also the following papers :— ‘

No. 202.  From the Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce, to the Officiating

Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Madras, 17th

February 1870.

I have the honour, with reference to Proceedings of the Madras' Government,
Public Department, 8th February 1870, No. 44, to inform you that the Chamber
are unwilling to raise any objection to the proposals of the Postal authorities that
the stay of the outward bound P. and O. Steamers at this port shall be limited to
twelve hours of daylight. The present detention of twenty-four hours was rendered
necessary so long as these Steamers took mails from this port for Europe; and the
requirements of shippers and the general public will, the Chamber believe, be now

amply met by a full working day. .

No. 203.  From the Agent to the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation
Company, Madras, to the Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort
Saint George, dated Madras, 24th February 1870.

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of Order, No. 157, dated 8th February,
respecting the stay in port of this Company’s Steamers, and asking for my opinion

-thereon. ! : S w O

2. In reply, I would respectfully submit that whilst, as a rule, twelve hours
of daylight would be sufficient, still, to limit the stay to that time, might be apt to
inconvenience passengers, many of whom have long distances to come, and who
require time in consequence of the difficulties to be encountered in embarking.

3. The duration of stay of the Company’s Steamers at this port rests with the
Agent, as I understand the contract, and is not an affair that the Post Office officials
in India have control over. I would, therefore, beg that present arrangements be
allowed to stand.

No. 204. From the Agent to the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigatioi\
' Company, Madras, to the Under Secretary to Government, Fort Saint
George, dated Madras, 26th April 1870.

I regret being unable to comply with your request for a copy of the contract,
our own office copy has been mislaid, and the Calcutta Agent, to whom I wrote
with a view to complying with your request, cannot spare one.

2. Possibly the Postal authorities may be in possession of a copy.

No. 205. OrpER THEREON, 29th April 1870, No. 534.

His Excellency the Governor in Council concurs in the opinion expressed by
the Postmaster-General and the Chamber of Commerce, Madras, in the letters above
recorded, that it will be sufficient to meet the requirements of the publie, if the

.Steamers from Calcutta to Galle be detained during twelve hours of daylight.

(True Extract.)

Chief Secretary.
To the Postmaster-General.
y» Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce.
y» Agent to the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company,
Exd. J, Wright.
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