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No. 179. Read the following letter from Surgeon W. R, CORNISI, rres.,
Sanitary Commissioner for Madras, to the Chief Sccretary to Govérnment,

Fort Suint George, duted Madras, 6th April 1870, No. 371.
With reference to the Order of Government noted in the margin, I have.the
honour to state that [ have been in communication with

G. 0., No. 209, 19th Feb. 1870.

Memoranduin on the compilation of . 3 . s ..
Statistical Tables i the Office of the the Board of Revenue on the SLll)J(‘Ct of Obt‘unm(r the

Sanitary Conmissioner for Madras.  miortuary and birth statistics of the Presidency, in thy
new form, for the 1st of July next.

2. I have also, with reference to paragraph 2 of the above Order, placed myself
in communication with the Inspectors-General of the British and Indian Medical
Departments, and, with reference to the statistical work to be performed in this
office, my predecessor, Dr. Ranking, who received and considered the paper under
reference, has placed on record the accompanying Memorandum.

3. I'fully agree with Dr. Ranking in thinking that it would be a great pity
to discontinue the stational statisties of discase. If the establishment of this office is to
be reduced to the cost of the Bombay oflice, (where there is a Scerctary to superintend
the statistical work,) T see nothing forit, but to depend upon the information afforded
by the Medical Department, Dritish and Indian, as the statisties kept by these offices
are regimental, rather than stational, there will be some difficulty in mecting the
requircments of the Home Government if the work is not carried on as at present in
this office.

4. T would, therefore, request, that the reductions,® alrcady recommended in

« Ono clork. letter No. 140, dated 10th February 1870, may be

» Doom. accepted for the present. I am hardly yet in a position

to say what labour the registration of deaths of the civil popalation and the daily

record of cholera wmortality may throw upon the olfice; but after a moderate

experience of the working of the establishment, I shall be prepared to report fully
on the subject. _ ‘

5. Lmay state that the Insportovs-General, British and Indian Medical Depart-
ments, are of opinion that they cannot furnish the Army Medical statistics in the
stational forns hitherto adu ol by the Sanitary Commissioner, without extra

assistance.

——

Memorandum upon the Compilation of Stalistical Tubles in the Ofice of the Sanitary
Conanissioner for Mudras.
At present the system of tabularion of vital statistics in my office is as follows :—
Ist.—With regard to the L ,itish Medical Department.

Wecelly Ieturns.—I receive weekly, direct from Deputy Tnspectors-General of Circles, a espy
of the weekly reports and returns furnished to the Inspector-General.  These returns I tabulate
(in form A)) as rcgewcd, so as to preserve a continuous weakly record of the fluctuations ol sickness
and mortality in.cach Yeziment and Battery i the Presidency. These weekly returns are agon
reduced to quarterly forms (B.j, which constitute the data from which the annual tables for my
annual Sanitary Report are framed. .

Montlly Returns.—I receive from  the same source monthly returns of sickness amongst
which arc also tabulated as rececived, so as to form

continuous records in forms €. and D.
Annual Beturns.—At the close of cach year, T am also furmqhed direct from the Inspector-

General’s Office, with annual stetements of sickness and mortality as affecting married and

unmarriced men, tewperate and intemperate, and ol invaliding.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
27th April 1870.

The forms for the weekly returns are furnished from thig oflice, and together with the forms

A, B, €, and D, for tabulation of the same in my office, are printed at the Government Press.
From the Inspector-Gencral of the {ndioe Medical Department.

Weelly Lieturns.—The weckly returns of Native troops are transmitted through the Deputy
Tuspectors-General of Divisions, which are tabulated cxactly in the same way as for Luropean
troops aud in similar fomms, first into quarterly and then into avmual tables, for the Anuaal Sani-
tary Report. The weekly returns contain the foilowing particalurs i—sickuess, mortality and
invaliding amongst the Native troops 1 Enropean offieers attachiod to do. 5 women and ebildeoy of
European and Larasian parentage ; and deaths amongst the Native eivil population residiag within
Regimental lines.

Both in the Earopean and Native Army, the weekly retarns are identioal wiith those i use
by the Medical and Sadiiary Deparsiuents, bavine been fruned fn eoneert with them,

Tabulation of these returns roes on in cach office] thouzh the results are not exhibited in
wdentical frms, wnd 16 is wiepuestionable that this entails an Wdieeessary expense upon the State.

It 38 dndispensable that the Tuspectors-General of the Britieh and Tiolinn Services should taliu-
late in their respective offices, and it has hitherto been considercd eqitally necessary that the Sani-
tary Commissiouer showld be Kept acquainted with the weekly fluctuations ol sickuess aud mortabity,

awd this was et by Lis adopting veturns in the saume form and being independent, in o weasure,
of those departments, so far as the head offices are coneerped,

I it is imperative that the tabulation of vital statistics by oue or other of the departments
named must cease, the Saunitary Commissioner st manifestly be the one to suffor, and he minst,
ingtead of preparing statistics in his own office, look to the Medical Departent for the
information required for his Aunual Report.  "This will neeessarily del

statiztical
: ay the subnidssion of tlat
report, for 1t will not he possible to begin its preparation till the statistionl tables are rendered,
and thuse the Iuspector-Gumeral of the Britisk Medienl Service has officially etated he ecaunot
render, till the middle of July of each year ;equal deluy will necessarily r::sult in the Tadian
Medieal Department,
If this course be adopted, the Sanitary Commissioner should be privileged to receive periodi-
cally, for perusal and return, the fullowing Returns and Reports from cach Department «- -
Beirisu.—Quarierly Returns of Sick of Troops
Do. du. of Officers.
Do. do. of Wonien and Children.
Montlly Sanitary Reports of Regiments, Batterics, and Stationa.
Copies of Annral Returns of all kind: furnished to the Director-General,

British Medical Departoient, for subuission ty the Horse Guards,

Ivpiax. = Quarterly Retuns of Treops including sickness amengst Comnissioned Officers,
Women and Children, and Civil population within Revhmental Lies.
Qrurlesly Ssmirary Reporis of Regiments and Stutions,
Auwicend Returns for the Calendar your for Troops, Commissioned Officers, Woemen
aud Children, and Civil population within Regimental Lines,
Jut it is manifest that, wder this arrangement, the Nanitary Comgnissioner will be far less
conversant with the procress of ek and mortidiny than under e present system. He will anly
kuow the smate of headth amonzst the troops guartrlys and then it will he too Tafe to take any action
apon any twlications of unusual er sproadinge sickness s information will in fuet be seeond-hand,
JUwil Lo necossarg, therefore, to relieve him From the responstbility of keeping the Govormmont
informed of the proseess of disease wonget the tronpa and espreially with e orenrrenes and
gnvend of choler Gexeept in the Civil Departisent, ) and thia duty mnst desolve, and uust Jerni-
marede gn, nven the Medieal Depnvtients,
'I:EH,‘ dury of the Sanitary Conpnissoner will, mofaes s resards troops, he Tinited to o commen-
tary, at the close of eacl year, vpon the Tealthy of the troops as iliustrated by the tabular
sratements furnished Ly the Medical Deportuents, sapplenented by uformation devived frow the

Mouthly and Quarterly Sauitary Reports subuitted for his perusal,
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
27th April 1870.

AxNuAL Sanitary Rerorts For CANTONMENTS AND SratioNs.—But in addition to the above
Returns in the Military Department, the Sanitary Commissioner now receives Annnal Sanitary
Reports from Cantonment Committees and Officers Commanding stations in a form supplied from
his office, and printed at the Government Press, (orders are solicited upon the retention or other-
wise of these reports). If carefully filled in, and replies to the several questions carefully given,
they form valuable records of the progress made in works and measures of sanitary importance.
They give, in fact, the information ordered to be recorded by the Secretary of State in his Despatch,
No. 7, dated 16th September 1868.

Civit DEPARTMENT.

In the Civil Department the Sapitary Commissioner now receives direct the following
Periodical Returns:—

Sickness and Mortality amongst Prisoners in Jails... ... .....  Monthly.
District Mortuary Returns.........ocovvivivvineinnnnnns e Do.
Register of Deaths in Cantonments....oe.ueeenniuunivinnn.nn... Weekly.
Deaths in Public Institutions........... e eieveenee. As they occur.
Cholera Deaths throughout the Presidency reported by the
Police............ e iaaes e e ... Daily.
Sanitary Reports from Municipalities...... e eeeree oo Annually.

Joil Returns.—These are tabulated regularly into quarterly and annual returns, and form
the basis of the annual tables for the Annual Sanitary Report.

® Roceivod from Collectors of Dis. District Mortuary Returns*.—These are also compiled
tricts. quarterly into tables published in the proceedings of my office.
Deaths in Cantynments.—These will be tabulated for the current year into an annual table
for the Annual Report. ,

Deaths in Public Institutions.—Will be similarly tabulated.

Cholera Deaths in the Provinces.—These have been received from the commencement of
the present year, and a daily return is furnished to the Inspectors-General of the British and Indian
Medieal Departments, as ruled by Government.

At a conference with the Hon. Mr. Ellis and Mr. Minchin, it was proposed that, in view
to meet the imperative orders of the Government of India for retrenchment, the Sanitary Commis-
sioner should, in future, obtain the perusal of the Medical and Sanitary Returns furnished to the
British and Indian Medical Departments respectively, and that he should look to them for the
tables necessary to the preparation of his Annual Sanitary Report, and that statistical tabulation
in his office should be restricted to deaths amongst the Civil population in the provinces, to deaths
in Military Cantonments and public institutions, and to cholera deaths reported by the police.

Under this modification of duties, in the Statistical Department, one of the statistical clerks
may be dispensed with; which, with the reduction alrcady
recommended} of one clerk and record-keeper and one peon,
will make the total monthly reductions Rupces 92, bringing the cost of the Office Establishment
to Rupces 289,

This meets the orders of the Government of India which require that it shall be reduced to
“ something ncarcr the Bombay standard.”

The Office Establishment of the Sanitary Commissioner with that Government costs Rupees
238. The reduced cost of the ofiice of the Sanitary Commissioner for Madras will be Rupees 289,

T Letter No. 140, 10th Feb, 1870.

But in adopting the modification of the duties of the Sanitary Commissioner to the extent indi-
cated, the scope of his utility will be very much narrowed, and I do not think that the Government
of India, in ordering the reduction of his Office Establishment, contemplated that it could only be
done at so grave a sacrifice of his duties and responsibilities.

It is a question then for the Government, whether they shall be so saerificed, for so small a
saving to the State as that represented by Rupees 35 per mensem, or Rupees 420 per annum.

It must also be remembered that the statistical information rendered by the Sanitary Commis-
sioner in the Military Department has been arranged upon the stational system., The annual
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hithe (Signed)  J 1. RANKING,
26t February 1870. Saniia/'y Comm I$sioner,
No. 180.

OrpEr THEREON, 27th April 187 0, No. 519,
His Ex'cellcncy the Governor iy Council will before directing any further
reduction in the offico of the Sanitary Commissimmrltlmn that approved in the
G. 0., dated 19th I ehruary last, await the furthey report promised by Dr. Cornish
n paragraph 4 of the letter above recorded,

(True Lxtract.)

Chicf Sceretary.

To the Sanitary Commissioner,

Exd, J, Wright,
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