


Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Depariment,
20th April 1870,

No. 134, Read the following translation of a letter from Ilis Ixeclleney the
Governor of the French Scttlements in India, to His Excellency the Rixht
Honourable the Governor of the Presidency of Fort Saint George, Madras,
dated Pondicherry, 19th March 1870, No. 8.

I have the honour to acknowlelse the receipt of your lixcellency's letrer of
On tho subject of c;mpTaints lodzged the 3rd instant, transmitting a document relating 60

at Réunion by Indiau emizrants. some further observations hascd on the complunts
made by the emigrants who Lad been conveyed to Rdéunion on the Freneh Ships

Evgenie and Aniaa.

2. I have already had occasion, Monsicur le Gouserneur, to furnish a reply to
Jimilar observations, and, under date the 14th February 1867 and in No. 2. T have
shywn to your Excellency that but little weight oucht to be attached to these
dilatory complaints against pretended abuses perpetrated by our reeruiting
muisiries.  In giving you in that communication, a copy of which I now encloze,
all the explanation of a nature to colighten the British administration as to the
inode in which our recruitment works, Iinformed you that, in order to prevent
tho abuses and the artifices, of which the emigrants complained, T had, with the
concurrence of the British Consular Avent, adopted some strict sules for the
adjustment of accounts between the coolics and maistries.  These rules have heen
faithfully followed, Monsicur e Gouverneur, and the emigrants have never paid
any thing to their maistries, except in the presence of ller Britannic Majesty’s
Consul and the Commissioner for Emigration, and always only after being informed
that these two functionaries wern present to protect their rights. In fine, at the
time of settlement, these same oflicials have never omitted to make the emigrants
understand that they ought to refuse payment for everything not legitimately due
to the maistries.

3., With special reference to the batches of coolics that were sent to Réunion
by the ships Eugenie and Aana, I will add that the emigrants who composed those
batches were engaged in the presence of the Collector, Mr. Reade, who was at that
time provisionally in charge of the duties which M. Norfor now discharges.
This functionary, it must be said, enforced strictness, as far as possible, in all the
reculations carried out in his presence.  Moreover, bofore the departure of cach of
these two ships, he sent Mr. Gribble, one of his Assistants, on board to question for
the last time the emigrants embarked. Up to the time of departure, despite the
persistence of the British authorities in their interrogations, no complaints were
nade, and it 1s only after their arrival at Réunion that the emigrants have stated
that they had been dcefrauded by the maistries.

4. TIdonot doubt, Monsieur le Gouverneur, you will perceive that it is 1mpos-
Lich have bean brought forward

sihle to attach any real importance to complaints w v
Sritish Consular Agents

uwnder such circumstances. T am persuaded that, if the 1
located at our Colonics were better acquainted with the charaeter of the Indian, the
emigrants would not thus easily gain eredence by thoir false statoments. T am able
to give your Ixcelleney the assurance that my administration docs all that 15 in 1te
power o keep the emizrants from becoming victims to the abuses imputed to the
nistries s they cannot be defranded. T declave it, except with their own conscit,

¢+ the fanetionaries who arc appointed for their piotection, not only give car t
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their complaints, but [endeavour to] elicit them by all possible means, in order 1o
prevent the maistries from taking advantage of their too easy credulity.  In short,
to sum up, I declare that it 1s tmpossible to do more than is at present done to
protect the interests of the Indians, who emigrate.

5. As regards the clothing, the insufliciency of which has heen pointed out to
you, Monsicur le Gouverncur, I ought again to state that the cmigrants; who
proceeded by the Eugenie and Anna, received the outfits preseribed by the local
convention of the 3rd July 1862. The Emigration Agent provided them with the
same clothing furnished to the batches that left prior and subsequent to the Inter-
national Convention.  Thesc outfits which comprised a cotton wrapper for the women
and a pantaloon and shirt for tho men and children, appeared sufficient, considering
the temperature which prevails between India and Réuanion, and had not given rise
to any eomplaint.  But in compliance with the suggestions of your Government,
T have the honour to inform your Iixeellency that T have given orders that, in future,
emigrants embarking for Réunion should receive a blanket in addition to the
clothing which is at present supplicd.

P.S.—What triumphantly supports my opinion is the fact that the present
complaint has emanated only from the two batches despatched by Mr. Reade, and
in regard to which that honourable functionary had employed excessive and  arbi-
trary moasures to obtain the desired end, My administration had taken it into their
head to protest against the illegality of this excess, but I directed t'hem to let it pass
without remark, being persuaded that it would not be attended with other advan-

tages than those sccured by our vigilant care.
(True translation.)
(Signed)  J. W. LYONS,

041 Murch 1870, French Lranslaior.

No. 135, Orper miEreoN, 20th April 1870, No. 479.

Resolved that the following letter be addressed to the Scerctary of State, and

. n M A
that a copy thereof e furnished to Ilis Excellency the Governor of the French

Scttlements in India.
True lixtract.
(ty ) R. S. ELLIS,
Chief Secretary.

To Tlis F((‘()“CH(:Y M. }()NTEM PS’ ({overnor of the FI‘CHC}I Sottlements
s Fxeellene] April 1570, No. 180.

: . . D
in India, dated Fort Suint (ieorge, 20th . : —
Heney™s letter of the 19th ultimo, No. 8, I have the
capy of a Despateh addressed

No. 36,

-

With reference to your Iixee ‘ .
honovur to forward, tor your foxcelleney’s ininrmr:ttmn, '
by the Madras Government to the Scerctury of State for India.

.’ Aceept, Sir, &,
(Signed) NAPIER

Lixd. J. Wright.

g oy -
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Jrs Bxeznroyey M. BONTEMDS.
Governor of the French Setilcnents

7 India.

Rated dpril, 20th.
Iecd. Eacl.

G. 0., 20th April 1870, No. 480.

APRIL.
Nos. 134—136.

Forwarding copy of a Despatch addressed to the
Secretary of State on the subjcct of the complaints
preferred by the emigrants on board the Eugend
and dpna of the extortions alleged to have been
practised by the maistrics.
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