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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Depariment,
13th April 1870.

No. 116. Read the following letter from the Adjutant-General, to the Secretary
to Government, Military Department, Fort Saint George, dated Fort Saint
George, 31st March 1870, No. 220, '

1 liwve il hwwour, by order, to forward, for the decision of Government, the
enclosed letter from the Superintendent of Stationery intimating ¢ that Bibles and
Prayer-books, &c., will, in future, be supplied and maintained by that department to
the extent of estimates received, as directed by Government in the Notification
published in page 725 of the Fort Saint George Gazette, dated 6th November 1866.”

2. As it has never been usual to submit estimates for religious books; it 1s
thought that the Notification alluded to did not include them; and the Commander-

in-Chief considers that, for various reasons, it would be almost impossible for

Commanding Officers to form any approximate estimates of the number of these
books that might be required by them in an ensuing year; and if such estimates
were called for and submitted, they would, it is considered, be of no practical use
in regulating the probable requirements. ‘

3. His Lxcellency, therefore, suggests that the Superintendent of Stationery
may be authorized to maintain a supply of religious books, to be issued, as hitherto,
when requisitions are submitted for them. o

From the Superintendent of Stationery, to the Adjutant-General, Fort Saint George, dated Fort
Saint George, 215t March 1870, No. 654. '

With reference to your letter, No. 575, dated 19th March 1870, communicating His Excel-
lency the Commander-in-Chief’s observations respecting the future supply of Bibles, Prayer-books,
&c., I have the honour, in reply, to state that these books will, in fuﬁre, be supplied and main-
tained by the Stationery Department to the extent of estimates received, as directed by
@Government in the Notification published in page 725 of the Fort Saint George Gazetie, dated
6th November 1866,

Referred to the Public Department with reference to paragraph 4 -of
Proceedings of Government, No. 982, of 1st October 1866, and Notification in Foré
Saint George Gazette of 6th November 1866. -

Forr SAINT GEORGE, (Signed) A, WILDE, Major-General,
4t% April 1870, Secy. to Govt., Mily. Dept.
No. 117. ORDER THEREON, 13th April 1870, No. 459.

Concurring in the suggestion of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, the
Government direct that the Superintendent of Stationery will maintain a supply
of religious books for issue to regiments, on the requisition of Commanding
Officers. The Notification in question will not accordingly be considered to apply

to such requirements of the service.
(True Extract.)
R. S. ELLIS,

Chief Secretary.

To the Iuspector-General of Ordnance and Magazines,
yy  Military Department.

Exd, J. Wright.
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