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Pr‘(ﬂ)‘ceedz'ngs' of the Madras Government, Public Department,
Tth April 1870,

A e e

A s

No. 44. Read the following letter from the Officiating Collector of Malabar,
to the Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Suint George, dated
Badagara, 10th February 1870, No. 8-B.

I have the honour to forward, for the consideration of Government, the enclosed*

' . papers regarding the proposed erection of a Small-pox

*clﬁf?:, éfzot?d 1‘;093-‘1;{):?11:?; t1373,f Hospital at Cochin.. The construction of such a build-
No. 7, and enclosures. ing is very necessary, and the Municipal Commissioners
are willing to pay half the cost which Dr. Whitton estimates at about Rupees 500.

2. They consider, however, that, before finally deciding to go to the expense,
Government should be asked to bear a share of the cost of construction, and whether
in the event of the building being completed they would frame a rule requiring
Ship Cuptains and others to send persons landed from their ships and suffering from
an epidemic disease to the hospital.

3. What the Commissioners appear to wish to guard against is the landing of

porsons infected with such diseases in their town, without any notice being given

to the authorities. If notice were given these persons could, in most instances, be
induced to go to the hospital. At all events the fact of there being infected persons
in the town would be known. If Government should see fit to consider some provi-
sion of this sort necessary, I beg to suggest that a rule be passed under Act I. of
1870, requiring Commanders of vessels to obtain the permission of the Health
Officer of the port before landing infected persons.

" No. 45. ORrDER THEREON, 7th April 1870, No, 403.

The foregoing letter, and its enclosures, willbe referred to the Inspector-General
of the Indian Medical Department, with a request that he will favour Government
with his -opinion whether the proposed hospital for cases of epidemic discase is
necessary. It appears from recent reports that there is already a separate hospital
for small-pox in connexion with the Civil Dispensary, and also a detached ward
which might be used for other epidemic diseases.

2. As regards the landing of persons suffering from epidemic or infectious

discascs, the Government are not aware that they have power to order that such
persons shall be taken to the hospital established for the treatment of such diseases,
or that notice before landing shall be given to the authorities.

(True Extract.)

. Chief Secretary.
To the Inspector-Greneral of the Indian Medical Department,
with original enclosure,
,, Officiating Collector of Malabar,

Exd, J, Wright.
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