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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Departmené,
4th A pril 1870.

No. 27. Read the following letter from the Protector of Emigrants, to the Acting
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Madras, 22nd
February 1870, No. 18-W.

With reference to the Order of the Madras Government of 4th F ebruéry 1870,
"No. 147, I have the honour to forward copy of a letter from the British Consular
Agent, Pondicherry, giving the explanation required from him.

e

From the British Consular Agent, Pondicherry, to the Protector of Emigrants, Madrns,I dated
Pondicherry, 17th February 1870, No. 450.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Government Order of 4th of February 1870,
No. 147, calling on me for any explanation I may have to offer regarding paragraph 3 of Mr. Reade's
Jetter,

2. Ibegto say that what I have written in paragraph 7 of my letter to you, No. 377, of
27th September 1869, is strictly correct. Government are aware that I was absent on leave when
these things happened, and therefore I rely on information furnished by others ; but when I state
that one party is Secretary to the Governor and Commissaire for Emigration, and the other the
Agent for Emigration, I think I cannot be very far wrong.

3. Mr, Gribble says in paragraphs 1 and 2 of his letter to the Collector of South Arcot

Sos mote from Comimissaire, dated of 6th January 1870, No. 4, speaking of the Eugenie I was
17th February 1870. present ‘* in the Recruiting Office from the time'’ the first recruis
was mustered until the *last had appeared.””  This is not true, the Commissaire for Emigration,
and the Agent for Emigration, both agree that he did not make his appearance till nearly all the
men were gone on board. He did follow the men on board as mentioned in paragraph 3 of his
letter; but the Agent for Emigration saysohe appeared to have gone to look at the accommo-
dation for the men; he walked over the ship with him and certainly no examination of the men took
places; he was close to Mr. Gribble all the time, and would certainly have known it, if it had

occurred ! '
4. With respect to the dnna, the same gentlemen state that Mr. Gribble did not arrive
Seo note from Commissaire, dated till all the men had embarked, and this is proved beyond doubt
17th Kebruary 1870. by the ** procs verbal” in which his absenice is recorded, but
which he was afterwards allowed to sign at his own request. He went on board the Anna it
seems alone ; and what passed there he ought to know; but the following letter from the Consul at
Réunion shows that his examination of the men could not have been very eﬂicientl).r performed.
Yet Government are told by Mr. Reade, that ¢ these men had seven to ten rupees it hand-—an
unprecedented fact since French emigration began:—

¢ From the Consul at Reunion, to the British Consular Agent, Pondicherry, dated Réunion, 21st
October 1869, No. 40.

¢ Referring to my Despatch, No. 39, of the 20th instant, I have to acquaint you that the
immigrant coolies on board the French Ship dnna have wvery generally complained to me of
Rofer to paragraph 2 of Mr. Read's having been defrauded by the maistries of the advances made to

letter under notice. them at Pondich erry. )

*¢ Thig abyse has been the subject of former correspondence between this Consulate and .the
Foroign Office, and I now propose to suggest to Lord Clarendon that, for the future, no Indian
coolies be permitted to embark for this Colony, to whom it is proved that any advance in money
has been made on any pretence whatever.

« I ghould feel obliged if more care be taken, for the fature,
emigrants. It was extremely difficult to identify the coolies by Anna,

in making out the lists of
and you will understand
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dth April 1870,

the diffizulty when I mention that the larger proportion of those marked as children varied in age
from nineteen to twenty-nine years. Numbers of women were described as men, and vice versd,"

5. The paragraphs 5 and 6 of Mr. Reade’s letter alsa require same explanation from me
and will form the subject of another letter, !
GOUVERNEMENT
DES KSTABLISSEMENTS,
CapiveL
DU
GOUVERNEDR.

Moxscrer M. Norrar, Powvicarssy, 17Uk February 1870,

In reply to your note of this morning I lose no time in lott: ;
of the Assistants I think to the Collcctoraof Cudda,?o?:eai:ii:iiutnfw{ljssk::: etnhdat ?I ; Gn.bble, one
the emigrants on the French Ship Eugenie, Captain Moyses. Therewere, ag farO tIe oipment of
only sixty to eighty men remaining when Mr. Gribble came to assigt in tl;e opem?is rea rosollec,
As to the shipment of the emigrants on the 4nna, Captain Mace, he w o
arrived just as I was going away, some twenty minutes after the last boat l’eft "
I was rather put out having no English authority present to sign the procég \"el‘

a8 not present: he

I know this well ag

bal of embarkation.

. (Sigued) 8. peCHAMP

(True Translation.) RAoREN.

(Signed)  B.'T. NORFOR,
British Congular dgent.

No. 28. Orber THEREON, 4th Apr 1870, No. 383.

The Government resolve to forward copies of this letter and e nclosures ¢

Mr. Gribble, Assistant Collector of South Arcot, with a view to that gentleman hz\s' 0
an opportunity of reconciling the contradictions contained in the Consular A Vn:’g
letter, paragraphs 3and 4, supported by the statement contained in M. deCham )mgeh »
Ietter, with the fucts set forth in Mr. Gribble’s letter to the Collec tor of Soutlh Ar- en's
dated 4th January 1870, No. 4. In that letter Mr. Gribble stated that. gg re ardlct(l)t,
sbip Bugenie, © he was present in the Recruiting Ofice from the time the J’frst re%ru 'ts '"3
mustered until the last had appeared, and after they embarked that he‘Wem; o Zb ua;
and himself inspected the arrangements of the ship and questioned a large nuxoir

as to the advance they then had in hand.” nber

2.~ Inreference to the Ship Eugenie, M. deChampmoren states that © My, Gribbl
arrived fowards theend of the shipment of the emigrants., There were,”” M, deohampm or :3
adds, ¢ only sixty to eighty men remaining when Mr. Gribble camo to assist in tzl
operation.”  As regards what took place when the emigrants were shipped on bo ar:;
the Anna, Mr. Gribble’s statement is not clear.  He states that he visited the second
ship, the Anna, but it scems doubtful whether he was present at the Reeruiting Offico
when the coolics were mustered.  As regards the Anna M. d e()hﬂmpmore: ctate
that Mr. Gribble ¢ was not present at the shipment of the emigrants, he arrived jus:
as M. de€hampmorcn was leaving, some twenty minutes after the firgt bout, It
M. deChampmoren adds, “ I know this well as T was rather put out hayine no Eﬂglib:h
authority present to sign the proets verbal of embarkation,” °

’

3. It appears that Mr. Gribble afterwards signed tliis procts verbal.

A

Public Department,
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Proceedings of the Madras Government,
4th April 1870.
U UUS
4. Mr. Gribble will see the neceffsit
as little delay as possible, any explanation

y of laying before the Government, with
he may have to offer on the discrepancies

above detailed. (True Extract.)

Clidef Sécretary.

To the Collector of South Arcot.

Exd. J. Wright.
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