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Proceedings of the Madras Goversment, Public Department,
4th A prid 1870.

No. 23. Read the following Despatch from the Right Honourable the Secretary
of State for India, to llis Excelloncy the Right Honourable the Governor-
General of India in Council, dated India Office, London, 27th January
1870, No. 9, (Publie.)

I forward, herewith, copy of a letter,* and of a Memorandum by the West

» 16th Decomber 1869 India Committee, together with the replyt I have

¥ 22nd Jaruary 1870. _caused to e returned to the same, on the subject of
emigration to British and Foreign, especially French, Colonics.

9. 1 desire to be furnished with periodical information as to the number of
~eoolies who leave India for British and Foreigu Colonies, and of those who return—
nmen, women, and children, respectively—-—with such accounts as can be obtained
of the sams of money brought back with them and remitted by them during their
sojourn in the Colonies.

k- —n
From A. MACGREGOR, Esq, to ITer Majesty’s Secretary of State for India, dated Walbrook
. House, 16th December 18G9.

I have the honour to enclose, on behalf of the West India Committee, a Memorandum relative
to the emigration of coolies from Bengal, which the Committee beg leave to submit for your
Grace's consideration,

They trust that your Grace will deem the great interest which the West India Colonies have
in the continuance of beneficial intercourse betwden the British East and West Indies a sufficient

apology for soliciting attention to this subject.
Memorandum relative to Cooly Emigration from Bengal.

1. Ever since permission was first granted by the Government of -India to engage coolies in
Bengal for scrvice under indenture in the British Colonies, the utmost jealousy bas been evinced
to ensure thorough good treatment to theso people from the moment of their embarkation ab
Calcutta until their repatriation, if they should determine to return.

2. The Government of India, ‘aware that the coolies could not have any knowledge of the
countries to which they were invited to remaiu, very properly acted as their guardians, and would
not permit them to be engaged for service in any Colony where they were not sure of being
comfortably settled, and of earninz gool wages, upo plantationg possessing suitable houses,
hospitals, and medical attendance.

3. Emigration was in the first instance restricted to the Island of Maaritius, and the obscr-

ved, until an active and successful intercourse was

vances for regulating it were gradually impro
and the stream of

established. Latterly, the Immigrant population there appears to be sufficient,
prssengers to and fro is about equal in numbers.  An official return from Calcutta reports that
these were respeetively 1200 and 1400 during the past year

4. In the year 1843 permission was granted to some of the British West India Colonics to
resort in like manner to Jadia for lahourers, aud for many years past a well-organized system of
communication has prevaile:d between Benzal. and the West Indics, cepecially the Colonles of
British Guiana and Trinidad, where the cooly families now constitute a large portion of the
population.  These Colonies have foug liad agents residen? in Calcutta fur conducting the collection
of the emizrants, enzaging the ships toconvey ther, and preparing them in the depots where they
are medically inspected. Their couveyance is regulated by Acts of Parliament 15 and 16 Vie,,
Cap. 41, and 16 and 17 Vie., Cap. 84, When the coolies arrive in the West Indies they come
ander the special protection of a magisterial officer called Tmmigration Agent Gereral, who has
de arrangcmcnts for their reception and

them conducted to the cstates where he has previously ma

employment, and Le continues to act as their guardian during the whole period of their sojourn.



—
Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department |
4th April 1870.

Thexje 1s in each Colony an Act or Ordinance to regulate the immigration
and interests of the immigrants. These laws, the terms of the 1: : 'r’ \
ment of the agents, have all of course been sanctioned if ol o
ment, and the conduct of every person concerned i :
nominated by the Crown.

d to secure the rights
Acts, and the appoint-
not dictated by Iler Majesty's Govern-
s under the constant supervision of the Governors
5. The introduction of the ies i
coolies into the British West Indi i
I : o ‘ 2 West Indies has indeed roved to be
of thos “hznsactltc;ns Whlctl)ll produce nothing but advantage, and it is especially {))encﬁcia.l to (:},:Z
10 are thus enabled to realize com i ‘

ooies » fius parative wealth. It appears by por

ll‘mloratxon Commissioners that those who return after a few Vears‘p:cx'vice)t tllle<lx"(pol o
ir ' T 1 i X ' ' .
arge sums of money. The following is an extract from onc of these report Lo ey ek
| ™ S :——-

(N1
The amount of Tmoney accumulated by these persons m
from what is known respecting the ships Zenobia
b

300 cooli i i 7 ]
;boutozéxgcos Sgt(l)lrr{ed to Izdm In the Zenobia, and were supposed to carry with them
UV v ey about £20 a-picce ; and 65 of t)
e . ' > 2 ol the number are reported |
],—I E-;lrd-t(-) have carried home wit}, them m drafts on their respective diqtrictrs Rupw)‘z
abo,);/d, ging a somewhat larger average amount of savings. QOpe man wh‘o landed
adras, was possessed of 1000 Spanish d ' . o ol
ollars and Rupees 30, The 20 s
. . '\ . - . ’ : ’ “ ) “ ‘ .A -
we(rlltlto India in the Eliz carried with them £1073.13-11 more t}l:m ‘£f’0”1‘“"_“h°
as : the , an £50 a-picce,
and the 5?4 pcrson.s who went by the Llzia Stewart (comprising 49 w 'I 134
hoys and girls) carried back £3532-2-3, being about £10 a-head e whols e
We state these facts in detail as they appear to us to
as to the opportunities which are open to these person
Colonies.”
6. The general success of this movement §
3 . - has been well deseribed Ly
dxsmterc.s,ted witness, the Rev. Dr. Underhill, ‘the Sceretary of the Bap:)i)stah‘;?ry‘ Compet?nt. e
who, having resided scveral years in Bengal, afterwards visited Trinidad oy Seciety,

ay be in some degree conjectured
N 1y +
Lliza, and Llizq Stewart : about

on the whole number.
afford the best possible evidence
s of thriving in the West Indian

The following extracts from a report which he subsequently

. . . ubl. ) 1
been the introduction of coolies, not only to themselves, but to alp whed how o beneficial hag

| classe g

“ You may now ask how does this system work. It ig appro-.'cdsbo.f e Iv)OP“IWOH -
in the Island. I conversed with Government officialg p]ante)r'cvi;} class of ]Ter‘sons
aries, store-keepers, and with the coolics thcmsclves, and I ;"dA ﬂll‘agcrs, Mission-
complaint. Men of the most opposite political opiuio’ns men lwl o
criticise the acts of the Government, as well ag men who,natur'x]] 10'. very frequently
intercst with suspicion, all concurred in this that the immigr tion o
in the Island of Trinidad is a success. My own observation o:

hear a single

. W the planting
ation system as worked

' such estates as T visited
or passed through, quite corroborates the tost] ; artics j a0,
P gn, q estimony of parties in the Islind.  The

houses of the coolies, to say the least, are better than the houses usually inhabited )
then in India, They look well fed, happy and contented, Ispoke to men f'r‘on o
parts of India—from Iast Bengual, DBehar, the North-West p A Ly

. rovinees, and fy
Oudh —every one expressed himself as pleased with his lot. , s

‘Thig o
. 3 good country’ wag
a very frequent reply to the questions 1 put. 1T rest rate of w . '
L very 1 'I y ) ‘1 ‘ I The lowest rate of wazes carned is 10,
for a task occupying about four hours ; many earn double or treble that
““ Many years must clvi<e hefore the population in Trinidad will overtake the weans of cas
subsisterices At present not one-twenticth part of the soil is under cultivation, Nyl I'Z
¢ . 2]
“roats ¢ 0 1 1 a oara ealloe . ,oaye .
furests clothe tlic mountain sides, whers coflee and cocoa would grow in rreat whiye
dance ; while the land adapted for sugar is overrun with brushwood, or forms cxtop
sive savannas of grass.  Ilowever rapidly fmmigration may proceed, it cannot hug

conduee, under its present wise regulations and farther diseretion, to the welfure of
all classes and to the commerciul prosperity of wie Island.”
7. Such being the state of ilic relations between the British territories and peoples of the

Egst aud West Indies, the Vest Inaia Committee learnt with great surprise and regret in the year
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1861 that Her Majesty’s Government had entered into a convention with the Emperor Napoleon to
permit the French to hirelabourers in Bengal and transport them to the French Colonies. The
Committee could not believe that the Government of India had consented to the adoption of this
policy, because it implies an utter abandenment of their cooly subjects, for whose welfare they had
always manifested great solicitude. ~ Of the treatment of the coolies who may be taken to foreign
countries, they can know nothing ; the Convention, indeed, adverts to the British Consuls ag if
they should be able to afford them some protection from maltreatment. But a perusal of the only
Despatch which appears to have been published, one dated from Réunion, 21st January 1863, will
at once prove the futility of this expectation. The French under this Convention may in fact

promise, and, do what they please, without any effective control.

8. As eight years have elapsed, it is now time to review what-has taken place, and to inguaire
how many coolics have returncd to Bengal from the several French Colonies to which they had been
sent. The Emigration Commissioners in Westminster, who control all the arrangements connected
with the British West India immigration, have no charge of the Indian emigration to the French
Colonies, and they do not possess any official information respecting it.

9. The West India Committee, therefore, beg to suggest that Ier Majesty’s Secretary of State
for India should order returns from Calcutta containing full information with regard to the number
of coolies—men, women and children—who embarked for the several French Colonies in each
year, and the number who have since returned to Bengal, with all particulars respecting their
condition, and whether they have brought or remitted money, as the cooly emigrants returning
from the British Colonies have done, and, if anything, how much.

10. This investigation is the more desirable, because other nations, having tropical or quasi-
tropical possessions, may claim similar privileges with those accorded to France ; and, even apart
from the personal interests of the coolies, it is evident that a corps of foreign agents, recruiters
and ship-owners, acting in competition with ecach other to collect emigrants on behalf of France,
Holland, the United States, perhaps Spain and Brazil, could hardly fail to occasion a very incon-
venient commotion in Bengal, which would have a most injurious influence on emigrationt to the
British West Indies. '

11.  Although the British Colonies present an ample field for the beneficial employment of
the people of India who may desire to improve their condition by emigrating, that West India
Committee could not suggest the exclusion of foreign competitors on the ground alone. ~ But the
conduct of cooly emigration cannot be compared with ordinary traffic. It cannot be made free.
There is a necessity not only for regulation in Bengal, but for protection to the coolies during the
period of their contract service, and it is impossible to place Dritish and foreign competitors in
this case on cqual terms. Emigration to the Dritish Colonies being now well-known, foreign
agents may induce cmigrants to believe they are going to countries p\erfect]y similar to those of

which they have heard favourable reports.

12. Lven if coolics were to return from foreizn Colonies, they would come back imbued with
‘he notions of foreigners inimical to British power in India ; whereas those who return from the
British West Indies come with the habits of British subjects, able generally to understand and
speak Lnglish. ‘

13. The coolics who clect to remain in the British West Indies are paid in money, the amount
f the back passage commuted at fifty dollars. Latterly, they have preferred in Irinidad to receive
rrants of land. This year seventy families have, at their own request, been thus settled near to
states upon which they have formerly worked under indenture, and where they intend to continue
o work frequently. As their children, who grow up vigorously, speak English well, they will be
menable to instruction, and, it is hoped, become Christianised. ~ All cooly orphan children are
Iready taught in schools provided for them.

14. The Convention with France may be abrogated by giving eizhteen months' notice in the

nonth of July.
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ho haye returned (o the

East Indics with the amount
of Savings remitteq ntheirbehals

sSrom 1843 ¢o 1868,
A“"_\'%?\:"% ‘“ff\‘f’*,\—-%ﬁ—f—M- - - - - -
Year Number returned. | Amgunt of gavings.
e | T ot savings.
£ 8. d
Brolsss 6602 6,521 14 2
1857 .. . 1218 19,647 15 0
1858 . D §08 W53 w0 10
W oo T el L 797 15,018 12 8
1860 ..o
s6v o 377 1,076 13 8
1862 . oL 414 4,887 108
1863 oL 0 T
ser oo T 467 13,059 79
s 983 26,396 5 2
867 ..o T 455 ILs00 o o
1868 ... T 304 4,057 17 2
- - - Tgt;}l 2 60 ;

o 128 177,260 17 i
Average amount of $avings per head | £l4~3-lli.
' number returned since 1843 e
o SUVINGS remilted each year since 1843, £7090-8.8,
Nute.—The ship Gangee sailod with return coolieg ivinng for Calentty onthe 11¢}
conlics nambered 447 Souls, or 357} per statute adultg

8, clugsiticd ng follows . 29 men, 97

18 iufants.  Tho amount of earnings remitted tq Ind.a on theip behalf, together with (he ¢
teken by themscives, is atated to bave been $70,6;7, civg an averago of moro than £36 P
PN—

From II. MERIVALE, Esq., Under Secretary of S
dated India Office

499 Per annum.

Soptember 1869, The
womon, 37 boya, 26 wirln, and
&timnted amount of valuables
OF CBLita ou the whole number.,

ato for India, to A MACGREGOR, Esq.,
» London, 224 January 1879,

Lto acknowleq
letter of the 1Gth ultimo, transmitting Memorandun by the West Ingjy C

from India to Dritish and foreign Colonieg.

2. Inreply, I am instructed to inform you thot the Duke of Argyll hag called for 4 general
return of the number of coolicsg who leave India for British and foreign ()010,“05, and of
return—men, women and chi]drcn-~respcctivdyawith such g

sums of money brought back with them and remitteq by them ¢

ge the receipt of your
ommittee on emigration

those who
ccounts as ¢ap be obtained of the

uring their sojourn i, the Colonies,
—

No. 1230.
Copy forwarded to the Government of Madras for information ayq guidance.
By order of the Governor-General in Couneil,
Fort Wrirriay, IHowe Drrarryest, (Signed) J. GEOGIEGAN .
Pueric, 7th March 1870, Under Seey. 1o 41, Govt. of Tndia.

No. 24 ORDER THERFON, 4th Apri 1870, No. 381,
4 » K ' .
. Pr “migrants who will furnish the return
Communicated to the Profector of 1 rfng,rm ts v ’
led for by the Scerctary of State for India for the year 18695 and arrange f,,
called tor < | ' .I '”
ishing simi 5, 1T e, at the close of cach year,
furnishing similar rcturns, in future, a
(True Ixtract.)

C'/uq/ S('Cfc’/a)'[/.
To the Protector of Emigrants.
Exd, J. Wright,



gobt, of {18701 I abrus,

PUBLIC.

To
Tag PROTECTOR or EMIGRANTS.

Dated April, 4ik.

Reed. Bec,

.

G. 0, 4th ., ~l 1870, No. 381

APRIL.
, Nos. 23-24.

Requesting the Protector of Emigrants to farnish

. the return called for by the Secretary of State for
) the year 1869, of the number of coolies who leave
India for British and foreign Colonies, and of those

who return, &c.. and to arrange for furnishing

similar returns, in fature, at the clese of each year.
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To His Excellency the Right Hon’ble the GOVERNOR
| ' 'GENERAL of India inCo‘uncil. e

My vorp,—I forward herewith copy of a letter* and of a

" # 16th December 1869. memorandum by the West India Com-

e ) mittee, -together with' the replyt I have

t 22d Junuacy 1870. caused to be returned to the same, on

the subject of emigration to British and foreign, especially French,
Colonies. - R

' 9 T desire to be furnished with periodical information as to
the number of coolics who leave India for British and foreign
: Colonies, and of those who return,—men, women and children,
- regpeetively,—with such accounts as can be obtained, of the sums of
~money brought back with them and remitted by them during their
_.sojourn in the Colonies. o T *

[

T have, &n,
ARGYLL,

Dated Walbrook House, the 16th December 1869.
From—A. Macorecor, Esq., .
To—Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India.

I mave the honor to enclose, on bebalf of the West India Committee, a
memorandum _ relative to the emigration of covlies from Bengal, which the Com-
mittee beg leave to submit for your Grace’s consideration. R

They trust that your Grace will deem the great interest which the West India
Colonies have in the continuance of beneficial intercourse between the British ast
. and West Indies a suflicient apology for soliciting attention to this subject.

Memorandum relative to Cooly Emigration from Bengal.

I. Ever since permission was first granted by the - Government of India to
engage coolies. in Bengal for service under indenture in the British Colonies, the
‘utmost jealousy has been evinced to ensure thorough good treatment to these

le.from the moment of their embarkation at Calcutta until their repatrialion,
-_v‘-‘xf'_m9qu§oq}§:jg_[ggerminq}a,return. e R s
"+ "3 " The Government of India, aware that the coolies could not have any
knowledge of the countries to which they were invited to remain, very properly
. acted as their guardians, and would not permit them to be engaged for gervice in any

Colony where they were not sure of being comfortably settled, and of earning good
wages, . upon  plantaiions possessing suitable houscs, hospitals and medical
attendance.

‘8. Emigration was in the first instance restricted fo the Island of Moauritios,
apd the observances for recrulating it were graduall improved, until an active and
successful interconrse was established, Latterly, the immigrant population there
appears to be sufficient, and the stream of passengers to and fro is about equal
in numbers. An official return from Caleutta reports that these were respectively

1,200 and 1,400 during the past ycar.

'
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emigration to the British West Indies.

hardly fail to oceasion a very

competition with eac
t injurious influence on

11. Although the British Colonies present an ample field for the beneficial
employment of the people of India who may desire to improve their condition by
emigrating, that West India Committee could not suggest the exclusion of foreign
competitors on the ground alone. But the conduct of cooly emigration caonot
be compared swith ordinary traffic. It cannot be made free. There is a necessity
not only for regulation in Bengal, but for protection to the coolies during the
period " their contract gervice, and it is impossible to place British and foreign
compeuiwrs in this case on equal terms. - Emigraté the. Britigh Colonies being
now well known, foretgmrae ’in\!!oe’\eni'!ra‘t.s

' to believe they are going
to countries perfectly similar to those of which they have heard favorable reports.

12. Even if coolies were to return from foreign Colonies, they would
al to British power i

come back imbued with the notions of foreigners inimie ¢
West Indies come with the

Babita-of Britisbubjocts, able generally to understand and speak English.

.. 13. The coolies who elect to remain in the British West Indies are paid
in money, the amount of the hack passage commuted at fifty dollars. Latterly,
they have preferred in Trinidad to Teceive grants of land. This year 70
families have, aj their own request, been thus settled near to estates upon which
they have formerly worked under indenture, and whers they intend to continue to
work freqnently.  As their children, who grow up vigorously, gpeak Eanclish well,

will be amenable to instruction, aud, it ia hoped, become Christianised. All

the
coo{y orphan children are already taught in schools provided for them.

14, The Couvention with France may be abrogated by giving
notige in the month of July..
: 3

18 months”

<4



Return showing the number of coolies who have selurned fo the Bast Indies with the
amount of savings remilled on their behalf, Jrom 1843 1o 1868,

| Year. No. returned. Amount of savings,
, ) ‘ , R 3 d.
1843 to 1856 6,602 47,721 14 2
. %gsg et 1,218 19,647 15 0
; A]8§9 808 11,535 9 10
1829 797 15,018 12 8
ﬁg; 2{1 4076 13 8
1867 24,387 1 &
}ggj 467 13,939 T 9
P a0 vea b r
1866 483 26,3496 > 2
1867 455 11,500 0 0
1868 364 4037 11 2
Total 12,483 177,260 17 1
Average amount of saving per hend ... o £14.3.114.
» . number refurned since.1843 ... .., 499 per annum.
» ‘savings remitéed each year since 1843 .., £70,90-8.8,

- 4., Note.~The ship Ganges salled with return coolies from British Guiana- f

: y S . rm ¢ - for Calcutta on the 11th

f;gt;m:crg ‘17869. The coolies numbered 407 souly, or257% per statute adults, classified as follows :—

- thei beeh' 1 wamen, 37 boys, 26 girls, and 18 infants, The mmount of earnings remitted to India on

: ’7?:67 2l togather with the estimated gmount of valuables faken by themselves, is stated to have been
1671, being au sverage of more thap £36 per capitn on th¢ whole qumber, © - - - - - Co

oy, . s, Detnd Toa% Oftae_ 1, ; PR
% PR e R endegathg 000 Ty 2SR
" Pod K. Macorngor, Esq, ‘

. I au directed by the Secretary of State for India in Council to acknowledge
~ ‘the receipt of your letter of the 16th ultimo, transmitting a memorandum by the
* West India Committee on emigration from India to British and foreign Colonies.

2. Inreply, I am instructed to inform you that the Duke of Argyll has
called for a general return of the number of coolies who leave, India for British
“‘and foreign Colonies, aud of those who return, . men,~women and childron——res-
pectively,—with such accounts as can be obtained of the sums of money brought
back with them and remitted by them during their sojourn in the Colonies. -

L

N

No.
Corx. /2 .w’ forwarded to

‘the Government of ‘ﬁ Aol agQe. ~ for informa-
.tion and guidance.

By Order of the Governor General in Couucil,

Poar WiLrLian, ]
Hour DEpaBTMENT,

fr - A
Pusiic; j L{WMA//"

The 7 March 1870,

Under Secy. to the Govt. of Indid,
4 *
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