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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Departmens,
22nd September 1876, No. 1054.

" Emigration. ;
No. 58.  Read the following Despatch from Her Mujesty’s Secretary of State for India,

to the Government of India, dated T ndm Ofice, London, 20th July 1878,
Vo. 84 :— §

I forward, for the information of your E‘kcellem,y in Couneil, copy of a report

by the Protector of Immigrants in Natal

3;:(1 3?::5 1876. . , forE 1874 and 1875, together with a copy

’ i o of :a Minute on the report by Sir T.
Murdoch, Chairman of the Emigration Commissioncrs.

3
Fi
i
e——
§

A §
From Colonel B. P, LLOYD, Protector of Immigr%mts, to the Ilon. the Colonial Seeretary,
Natal, dated Natal, En(;i March 1876.

I have the honor to submit, for the information céf His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor,

and for transmission to the Govern:uent of Inqu the: tollowmg report upou the Indian immigraunts
in this Colony, ;

9

F

- Owing to my own absenze on other duty a,ud aeverai changes of officcrs holding temporary
charge of this departmeut, no report was submitted a% the close of 1874, and is the returns now
preparcd statistics for that year have heen included.

Indentured Imgnugfranls
3. Emigration from India to Natal had ceas > in the year 1866, and was resumed in
1874, under circumstances which need not be cntcrcd into Lere, and there are "0'1“9‘1‘1"““7
ne Indizns who arrived su tis Colony previcus to that yesr, ¢xeept those whose period of
indenturo have expired ; these wiil be noticed "urther on.
4. Between 36th June 1874 and 1st May 1875 !eleven ships arrived from Calcutts, and the

following abstract of the return marked A in the App“ndlx (in which full details are given) shows
the numbers who embarked from Calgutta. :

Deaths at sea and the Lumbors“mnded V1%, i

&

Mty ...P._ RTINS, :_.::i oty ;
—_— Men. Won_ﬂen, Boys. | Girla. ‘ Infants. | Total.-
Ewbarked in Calewtts ... ... ..| 3,527| 1,407 449} 270! 372| 6,025
Died at sea ... .. ... .. .. 16 ¢ 10 8 10! 20 64
Born at sea ... ... ... ... ... 13 13
Landed ... 3,511 1,‘397, 441 260 . 8G5| 5,974

5. The hrgest number of deaths at sea occurred’ on board the Steamer Blenheim, This shxp
arrived on the 9th July 1874 and was reported to hawe cholera on board. Immediate st,eps' were
taken for the isolation of the iramigrauts in quarantine quarters on the Bluft, but the discase
proved to be of a very mild type, snd is believe(;‘l to have hcen more in the nature of a
severe form of diarrhoea than true cholera. Howevers this may be, the total number of deaths
among her immigrants between embarkation in Calcn’tta. and allotment here amounted to only 25
out of 692 souls,

6. On the whole the deaths at sea appear to ba’vq been remarkably few ; no disaster of any
. kind occurred, ard no corzplaints except of the most_i;_ trivial character werc 1made. Tlxgae vresulcs
generally appear to reflect credit npon the arrangements made in Judia, and on board the several
vesicls, to secure the health and comfort of the emigxé'auta.

s
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7. The return fnarked Bm the ',APP-‘”‘ ix shows the/‘;listribution of the indentured immigrants

_ Dietribution of indentured Immigranty and desthiPygna 00 2180 the births and deaths on each estate ;
< births among them. . ; out of an aggregate of 5,974 souls t;llotted, 248
onthe, say 27 per cent. per annum. I would subzmit

&

deaths or 4'1 per cent. occurred in sighteen ]
that cot:sidering the sudden change qu;elima‘e, diet, habits, and ocoupation*to which these people
are subjected on their first arrigal, this ra;ej jcannot be called otherwise than very moderate. It

0

-will be certainly found !;hat as they beqq;n}e 'aoalima.jbisad and .accudtomed to the life snd work, a
fnarked improvement in their genoral healthf and"appearance,will take place, and corresponding

" decrease in the rate of mortality will bethe Fesuls. . .
) - . : .l ) ’ ;5 « -

8. During the same Reriod only 106 I ths. were }'eported among the jndentured immigrants.

" Birtha, v This number is.nbfdonl‘);t,kmuch below the reality,

' . and steps _have -been token to secure more
_}.  regular reports being nfade in future.

- Time-eapivefl Indian Immigrants. :

9. Ptior to 1873 there was yo provisiiy for eecuring accurate returns of births and desths

_-of Indians whose poriod of indenture had exgired, but the numbors in the Colony wera carefully

«estimated at the close of 1872 as follows, and the figures may be regarded as closely approximate:—

. Ma]eg --“* ves ose ..u' ' san 'o:' ave ,-tv e t'b e P ens «:.. 3,684
Fomales ... .o .0 0o e tdene ee e een e v we e 1,709
o .

~ Total ... 5,393

FRR e g [

“Doaths of Nima-oxpired Itmmiw” . g, 10. The deaths of time-expired Indians
.o . 2 - registered during fie three years 1873, 1874,

.

.  and 1875——.
.s , N : B Co,
ﬁaﬂ 0ss " o2 B sne o ey soa ‘p..n’ es LXT RN Y Y vas e o 1?5
,) W 7 Wﬂmen‘ s are e Y .:A';. NN (YT ‘ﬂ‘o .’0_: ane : wre u.a"" “;M, 64
. . . BQ}",' '-.: Tlee sas een see osev e e L vore eee alis ;,,_ 26
. : G'u‘lﬂ *8s  wpe  ask  ece ese  ese - :"- eve  wer ' e o oeve ,,,A‘ "-J*u ves 30
. o, . 5 o .
: C . . ey
SRS Total ... 245
R el P
- or'L'5 per cent. per anhum. L . o ,
*During the same period births were. req‘istered I R
L Boyg ey @ ses pro e T i “rw s tee " wuy PYes * vse . ‘~’138
¢ : . e
'erh des _ wer .-.. asa  ere sva :: ate cee coe. sne - R .". . . . 142
- R . i . : - R
S ; . ) §~. Totgl - 280
. .jﬁ s X i . 2 ’ e S—
: »»»'._';a‘)"j'* e e Colo : 1l. The following statericnt shows the
o “‘%’; riwxos from the Colony. nurebers of time-expired immigrants sent back
S i \ g ~ to India ia 1873, 1874, and 1875 :— "
=5 = : = : N S
¥ th oot . o / . x o
, S RIp. e ! Date of Sailing.  |* Males. | Fomales. Total.
T . ) - 13 - e

j’f?vofa et e ff"f?:‘g},.‘yugz;‘m;vA; i o te 168 95 263
“z 2, IR e e e s 0 Btk Oetobey 18740 L 197 107 304
HRGES e e e v L #2350k June 1875 .., .., 349 180 530

o (187--2dy -

s n s s Aoty

| 1,097 -
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B .

T am unable to giva the numbers landed in Indifﬁ,‘-; but no disaster of apy kind occurred, and!&
no extraordinary sickness or |complaints have been brought to notice. .

12. The following abstract shows in detail éthe increase and decrease of the Indian

population since 1872, and $he numbers now

h:::de:;?ﬂiﬁm nﬁfgiﬁ%m’;’.h ton m“.m”',md in‘the Colony, exclusive of 249 -who have

. : ohtained licenses to proceed into the interior
to the Diamond Fields and other South African settle{ments o

Males. Females. {1  Total.

f

. |
Estimated number in 1872 ... ... .. .. ... 1 3,684 1,709 5,333
Arrived in 1874 ... .. .o . o e e W o] 2,429 1,279 3,708
) 1875 | | 1,704 562 | . 2,266

ves sen e XX oo tes ses wiss v

g 196 190 386

12

Born in the Colony... ... i .ov aee

: i
Males, | Females. '.t.fotal.

Roturned to India, 1873-75...| 705 892 | 11,097
Deaths reported s e 830 163 !
Left the Colony ... ... ... 228 21+ 249

i ——
1,263| 576 | |1,839( 8,013 3,74 | 1,753

Approximate number in the Colony, 318t December 1575

6,750 3,164 | 9,914 .

», J e ALorvtnn. 1

13. With the view of removing the great difficultly which had been found to exist in proving

Marriages. the | Commission of 1872 recommended the
formation of a register distingyishing the married woinen from others, that all pagjmarriages go
registercd should be held vaﬁd‘: and that thereafter the registration of marrisges should be held
to be compulsory and neces;ary"to secure their va.lidity%. This recommendation was adoptec! ?94
led to the passing of Sections 13 and 14 of Law XIIK}{' 1872. In accordance with the provisiong
of that law, registers were opened early in 1873, and with the beat éffoct, as well be hereafter
seen. :

i

: . i ) e o
14. The first step was to have she provisions of the new law, togather with & briaf 2xplana-

: tion!of its objeets, tramsiated into the current
* Hindustanee, Ty [

+ Temil, -~ SRR Indiyn languages.* Copies were made and
Telugn. T cm;?med as widely as possible among the
Indian communities. One or more copiss were sent b cach estate, and the contents were read to

the assembled gangs by the *¢ Sirdar,” It was then a:'grranged that the Protector Withhls clerk
would visit certain central places on .days duly named,‘g aud employers Were requested to permis
those who wished to do so, among thg_:g‘_lndian wprk;-people, to attend for the purpose of the
registration. | : R o

15. The eagerness with which they flocked to méé»et the Protector, on the days fixed, gave
most satisfactory proof that the proposed measure was gcceptable to, and approved by, the Indian
commanity, and it must be added that the* movement wias gencrally encouraged by employers. It
hod been generally declared, and in each instance jit was carcfully oxplained, thut ne one
would be registered as ** married " Without the fall and free conseat of both man and woman, and
that every marriage when so rogistered would thereafter- be held valid snd indissoluble. The resulé

snis o, e

the Yalidity of Tndian marriages in our Courts,

vvvvv



T S el ’ . . wl

~ Proceedings. of the MadeovemmeM, Public Department,
| 22nd Septemdér 1876. No. 1054. |

*mﬁubm t.he;ﬁrsé two months 826 namves were registered, aod on the 318t December 1875, b
* #Tregister exhibited the feHowing returns 1| ‘ ' '

Women: registered as married ... Ji.

\
ks

e o 1,539

’ "’ .. ll,' Bingle ' ;-;.l ’:u; e -c.. sor .:c ::: e sen 697
‘Wumgn living in concnbinm..;fj... vt s e e e ae e DB
R | S Total ... 2,292

» ——

ums}ya.u...,d a9 ““single "’ inelude many aged widows and respectable persons, but the majorit;
are to.doubt dissolute ana avi.ul - ~haracters.

16. i . ‘
Itis not of course supposed thal registration nas pus w 195p v adultéry among th

Indisns ; but i
,;g::;s 'f:::':ktat least aﬁ'ortols the mem‘ of establishing the validity of their marriages, an
, y facilltates as prosecution for adultedy if cbmmitted. The best effect hdwever s that i
. has certainly raised the wo i ; : “maki
them respectab] i’ men a4 a class ; it has givon married women a proper status ; makin|
respectadle in tho eyes of the men, anfl thereby raising their own self-respect.

17 . e A o .
of a,dn;,ge U :::r S:ch?n 18, Law XII of 1872, the Protector has power to investigate complaint
ten poung ( .;f ustion, and to adjudge fthat the adulteror or seducer bo finod the sum ¢
wnd, at dis: n;x er more nor lt.'ss) and be imprisoned for any period not exceeding thirty day!
- ' 1 1;0:-? 10n, receive a whipping not etceeding twenty lashes. The wife convicted of adulter

uay Tahso ¢ 1mprisoned without labor for aty period dot exceeding one month.
o reburn marked C shows'the ¢ases adjudicatsd u s G of th
law to 51at Deceralier 1875, bises #ljudioatad under this sacklon from the passivg'c
B he SLA ; ] : v
18.” I aave u‘.wa)‘s held that the‘ P}’itécﬁbr has no power to cancel any marriage onc

D e . B C : : . 18 WA
Cancelling’of Marrings entry und Divorod | regmtered’. 0‘!' to grant & davore? ; but this
Tmmigrants, Mr » ., mot the opinion of the 1af13, Ating Protector «
grants, Mr. H. C: Shepstone, who -gran}ed divorces in four or five cuses gurinig his incumbene
'Of Oﬁice. W } i -~
‘L h&"e.;notwithatandigg; refased sll applications since made. Legislation on the gubjeet Wi

no doubt become “093935’}' bysaud-bye, brt I am inclined to think that at present it % n

+

advisable, . -

'19. Dating the latter part of 1874. ?nd early part of 1875, the estates were yisited\ t
- the Acting Protectors, Captain Elton &r
sedin Jiy, Adgust : Nr. Shepstone. . In June 1875 I resumed offic
9. A.s tho . ‘“}d ‘Sepiegxb.er made & tour of careful inspection. ) 5

to dispense entire] Wfrlty oi: the unmigraﬁits come from Bengal and Northern India, I WAS &
warning ofﬁ; . ¥ wfth an interproter, antl my visits wore made alono and frequently WIthIOflt o1
e peopie nn.':'lerpproach.» I had thus the hest opportunity of ascertaining the true condition
* froquent conversa.tx'ny ch.n-rge. .In orossing ! the country, too, from one estate fo another, I ht
cvuress maamy oo 1on with Indiang whqm Ii met accidentally, aud thus learmed from 'indepe“deI
hostd of. In m :m“&nc.es connected with them, which I should probabiy otherwise never hs
6ﬂen-as. tai ¢ ""'Y'B}d.e talks too, the true value of statements made to me by okhors ¥

' certained by the igpdependent testi ony of* neighbodrs disinterested and well acqusink

with the occurrences and general opinions‘df the locality.
21.. General complaints by serva.nl ‘

1y )
Visitation of Estates.

3 against their masters were:‘ remarkably fow, ‘&1
Complaints, - ; there were none that require special remark.

‘ T i am quite convinced thal, as a rule, the imn
whg“e!::st::e;?: ‘;‘d"kmdly treated. It ._wéxtid. in fact be. impossible thatdt should be otherwit
the well-bei ?f ;;01.' labor i 80 great ankdh interests of the employers are 8o largely concerned'

@ well-being of their work-peoplo, If there are occasional instances of & hasty blow or abusi

language, they are really rare, and the Indisns kdbwing that redress can certainly bo obtain
are but toc ready to complain, £ - BN

[SPERTRIN

¥ :
&

- Proceedings of the Madras G‘ovefmmént, Pubdlic Depaﬂment,
22nd September 1876,  No. 1064.

22. Wages are universally paid monthly, and I have veason to think that this is everywhere
pré{;ferred alike by employers and employed to
mojre frequent payments. The rates of wages
of the indentured Indisng are from 10z to 145, per onth with food and lodging ; those of time-
expired men vary according to sgreement ; skilled hands earn from £3 to £5 per mensermn ;
ordinary laborers from 18s. to 20s, besides rations mﬁ,\d lodging according to circumstances. No
complaints of non-payment or of irregular payments were anywhere made. The wages books,
exclept in three instances, were kept in the

Paymont of Wages.

Wages, Books, and Deductiona. o

L

presscribed form. As regards deductions for

unlawful absence and on account of sickuess, there wias some misunderstanding of the law, but in
all these cases I found that the deductions actually made wero bess thau would have Leen warranted
by law. ’ -

23. Tte scale of deductions fixed by Section Zé, Law II of 1870, involved the keeping of
accounts of complicated fructions, difficuls for the ovdreeers to compute, and impossible so explain
satisfactorily to Indian peasants, ignerant of the Enng.lish language, and unfamiliar with tho value
of English money ; while to make matters still worscfa the lowess coim in gencral use thromghout
the Colony is the silver thres-penny picce ; for though pence and half-pence are & legal tender,
there i3 practically no copper coinage in general -Ecirculat-ion. These reasons induced me te
recommend the changes of the law in this respect, which were effiected by the enactment of
Law XIV of 1875, regarding which full reports,bn.ve-é;lready been supplied. ~

24. I found on sevcral estates that no deductioq?:s are made, although lawful, in cases of real
illness, and no deductions are made for illness on Sundays and holidays. :

No crdinary labor is exacted on Sugdays, and ian extra allowance for the case of domestic

: aniinals and for other work ncoessary to be

dotie on that day is very generally given.
. 25. The usual hours of labor are from soon after! sun-rise to sun-set, with intervals for break-
fas@ and dinper ; overtime is always paid for,
and’ is not compulsory. Some few complaints
were made to me about long working hours, but none of such a nature as to deserve special mention,
and in all cases I found the employers reasonable and}anxious to act fairly avd equitably.

'26. The whole system of medical attendance and; hospitul management having been recently
' revised and amended by the enackment of Law
Xl\;7 of 1B75, it is unnecessary to dwell upon
the subject in this report. The new arrangements will take place and cffect from the 1st April
next, and I am eanguine enough to anticipate the byst results from them. The defects of the
present system are undeniable, bus fortunately the clifnate of the Colony seems to be- congenial, in
a remarkable degree, to the coustitution of Indians, ?nd disesse in the nature of any epidemic
may be said to have been hitherto unknown among thdse hore.

27. Many of the new arrivals suffer from the pfainf‘ul gleers known as °* Natal sores,” but
with care and treatment recovery. though sometimes very tedious, js certain. :

Venercal disease it ia to be feared is very previlent. The establishment of tho proposed
hospitals, and the constant medical attendsnce that wjll ahortly be made available, witl affurd the
means of mitigatiog in some degreo st lsast this territyle acourge. : :

Small- pox is unknown ; and notwithstanding the fl m on the Blenheim already alluded to,
X venture to assert that tholera has never yet appeare in Natal.

General condition of I

Sunday lsbor, !

Hours of labor,

Hospitals and Medical attendsnve.

?Ian Population.

98. The indentured iimmigrants are divided svhongst estates sitaated in the conpties of -

Victoria, Durham, and Alexandra. These estatis extgnd along the kea-board and secup?a truct
of aboud.one hundred miles 3a length, with an averago bieadth of perhaps ten or twelve miles.
Almost &i these extatos arc now cultivated for th‘:§V°"tl‘ of sugarcane, the growth of coffee
naving been wearly acbandoned. Ib regard to c]imatbg and prozimity to the sea, therefore, the

¥ B
|
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circumatances, .

‘hold over 1,000 acres of land in the Mandal Divigipn alone,

, Proceedings of the Madras {Government, Public Department,
TLo " 22nd Septembe 1876.  No. 1054.

i Lo

Indian population.is most favorably situated. / No doubt dur
fresh immigrants suffer much from home sickness and from the feeling of utter strangeness”
which must be inseparable from their situati ; but habit is second nature. The physical economy
becomes reconciled to tiww change of climate df food snd of occupation ; muscle is doveloped ; and
long before the five years of iqcl_enqﬁre has jexpire'd, the emaciated and perhaps half-starved lad
who arrived here has become an active: trong man,—far iuore snergetic and capable of ich
gréater physical exortion than he would probhbly ever havobeen in India under the moss favorsble

ing the first year after their arrival

+

., 29. Inthis Colony the Indian im'migan are indeed bound by their indentures for five years,
but if ateady and at ali thrifty they may {an very many do) both save and make moncy. On slmost

all estates they aro alloved small garden pliots and are encouraged in the growth of vegetables,

?qbacco, froit, coudiments, &e., aud also to } keep - poultry, which they consume themselves ; or,
should they 8o desire, a ready market is at bind.

30. On the expiration of the-ﬁve_yeni‘s’» indenture, the i
senso. He is fres to residy wherehe likes viithin the Colany, “free to work where he likes or not
to work atall, if"he prefers not to de’so. H i gbsolutely free from taxes or imposts of any kind,
unless he putchases imported cémmodities ubjectto the custome tariff e isin fact free in
every gense of the Wdr?,pexcqpt that he is no allowad to leave the Colony without a license. If he
chooses to pay his own passage to ‘lx}dia. he s fame, 20 *'ret‘lxrn to his home. If he prefers to leave

mmigrant becomes frec in every

. the Colony in any qther dir'ecﬁon—-iﬁo'r'th, ; aotith,_.'vaat, or West—he is allowed to do so on his

sbandoning his ¢tlaim to ¥ gratuitoty Pissage to'Taia, which he would otherwise be entitled to on
the expiration of his term of ter"years® residppcp in he Colony. .
31. 1t may be generally stated-hat 1 ﬂ‘fl{ity’een‘ soven and eight thousand are employed
Distribution avd EmployReat, ‘ b0 the estates along the coast, the .remaindef
LA L. ¥ . g~ ‘mrescattered over the Colony in various capa
oitics, as domestic eervauts, traders, stofe ‘ogpfa'fs, market gardeners, boatmen, fishermen, &e.
The Indians atill evjoy almost a.méw"op - * he fish ¢rade, and a very large proportion of the
vegetaldes, and not a Jittle of the frul, con q}lby'ﬂ\‘; Earopoans in the towns of Maritzburg and
Durban, is grown by them. ‘-'ﬂxey are -rapidly gequiting Iand, aad many are now competing with
their former mastern in agrkcixll':ural- pursuitg.-” . 7 L ) ’
32. The Chairmbn of the Yictqris,Cou?xtgg’laf)_ierﬁ;,Aggociation writiri-g on the 20th December
last, says : ** I am glad to say that'tho- inkréasing wumber of free ooalies now renting land will
keep many ¢ them hero as usefal and ‘envalpriving colopists.” I am of opinion that the coolios

they pay an average of £1 per scre per
aanum, and are moat industrious, working xorning, noon and night,

33. There isgood reason to believh that if any Crown lands were now available near
market many would gladly exchange theig free passage flﬁn}e for'a fow acres.granted in fes-simple,
and I have already bréught this subject to hotios, S ]

34, If further “proof be necé%‘sary thiat the-Colony of Natal is“éuitgbie. and sgreeable to

'emigrdnts from India, it may be®ound in ¢ e numbers that remain after their period of service s
‘complete, and in tho fact that when despatching the Umvote, a well-known

and favourite vessel
rn passgge, and 490
only 178 would avail themaelves of the opportunity,
-six less than she was chartered to carry. -

g of educating the large number of Indian children now
in the Colony has been frequently urged. There
cannot now be less than 3,000 boys and girls for

in February last, although there were 41086 immigrants entitled to retu
applications for berths had baen reégister ]
and eventually the vessel saifed with thirty

35. ‘The necessity of providing“fita

5. Edacation.

.

* Nors—1 found that the rocapily actived, i“i;ﬂmts ware goncraliy most smxions for news frm their bomey,
nQne havicg, 80 t?xr a3 gould Xaarn,fu_ched t . ‘
asfangoieats boivesn Lhis el ludia. -1 nlzo adddessed the circalar, of Whiob copy is enelaged, to employare, who
have all promised to help. S .

o

#iuce loaviug India, agd Imads & point of axplaining the postal

Provéedings-of the Madras Government, Public Department,
~ 22nd September 1878. No. 1054,

whom schools are requiréd,eand the number is fast i sreasing. The special dlfﬁc‘ﬂf'y W?Cho:ir;; !{;
where presents itself is that pf oblsining qualified tesghers for 80110?13 on estales “Ipr vare
their salaries. It is impossible to over-estimate the iraportance of this subject ; buf‘. as l am 3f oyt
that the whole question of education in the Colony will'shortly come under the consideration o
Government, it secms unnecessary to take His Excellency’s time by further remarks here. trates’
36. It is satisfactory-to record that the salary of the Indian interpreters to tho Magistrate
Cow'ts were raised by a vote of the Legislature
. on the estimates f8r 1876 from £60 to £120 per
annum, and thgt a éérmspondence ‘is in progress beljween this D?partment and the Agent in
Calcutta, on the subject of procuring persons qualified for the situations. ) ' .
37. T.cannot conclude this report (for the le Bf which I must 3P°1°§*20) without brmgxtng
to the notice of Government the valuable services of 'ﬂr. L. H. Mason, Assistant to the Protector

Inoreass of Salarideto fndian Interpreters.

+of Immigrants, to whose ability, zeal, and assiduity g?@h“ the successful working of the depart-

ment, in my own frequent absence, is due,

Mr. F. Colepeper, second clerk, has also been ﬂ?rpt -attentive to his duties and has given me

every satisfaction, . A

]
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22nd September 1876.  No. 1054.

Return of Births wnd Deaths in the O&Iony
arrival of the first Ship ** Jagon

Py

of Indentured Indian Immigrants since the
in oune 1874 to 31at December 1875—(Continued).
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:?Clmm for wages.,,

i Creating & disturbance,

Prorecrop’s Orrics,
Duzsan, N ATAL,
" 2nd March 1876.
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were co?hoerncd, decided by the

rvants' Ording
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Protector of Immigrants

ance for the years 1873, 1874, and 1875.
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o At Employers of
Circular from { Colonel B. P. LLOYD, Protector of Immigrants, Natal, to the Employ ‘

Indentured Indian I!nmigrants, dated Durban, 3()gh.SeI')tembel' 1875. " anxiéi!é to

It has ¢ome to novive that many of the indenturefj India.r.l immxgrs.ntz 3::1 tonro rece“;a%my.

correspond with their friends jy, India, but have hitherto uexthf‘ar forsjar e.to India. agd fheir

letters. The Imnigrants here are ignoraue of the modo of sording letiers ¢ theyywiil be found

addresses in Nata} ure unknown to their friends in In(?iu. 1 ve?nnﬁxrc to say 't?at"te?:’;né I sugges‘f
very grateful for any assistance that way be rendered t9 them in forwarding letters,

- . Il
the following plan H— -
" The envelope ghould bo adiressed, in Enzlish, in tbg f0119wxng form ;—
Via Zanzibar and Adea. . o
A .‘ -
- To , . o
: Village -

Thauzak or Polico Sistion
Zillah o
i .
Bengal Presidency, India. ’

The address should be written ia Indian characterg on the reverse of tha euve]c;;‘e.m6 vondor

A gecond and emaller envelope, bearing the full aqdress in Natal and wumber o A
should be easlosed for the use of the correspsndent in lé;.lia,_ in repl‘ym'g“ sar to Todis, i .ono

The posiago of lettere weighing under a cuarter of‘ i ounce, vid Zanzitar to Indi
shilling, and this will of course have to be pail by the “zuder of the letter.

~
st

Mrscrg ny Sie T. W. C. MURDOCH, dated the 23rd June 1876. )
N D> i ) . :“ ) ) 875, The puamber
Colonel Lloyd's report on Indian immigrants in "l\a'tgl is fo: 18'7’4h3n‘§ z:}:: on the voyage
introduced botween 26:h June 1874 and st May 1375 was 5,974, f.‘e ae the frst eighteen
sixty-four equalty o wmortility of 105 per cent. The daaths on estates during the first
. y R 1 jree cent. or about 2°7 per cent, per annum. -,
moutas afier aliotment were at the rate of 41 per centy o A4 hown i Goveroor Keatc's
This is not a largs wortality ; but it is much larger than t?‘:&t snmm i 1\’ L Lioyd 5053
despatcl of 20tk Septewbor 1867, which was so small 3’ te be_n:‘crc‘i‘"”iﬁ’ Co onet i

B e
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that before 1873 there was no provisior. fog‘ securing accurate returns of births and deaths, which
is no doubt the explanation of Governor Keite's return. It is, however, satisfactory to find that
the returns obtained since that da.te give af‘rate of mortahty of only 1'5 per cent. per anuum,
which igvery small,

The number of Indians who went i,)ack to India in 1873-74 and 1875 was 1,097. The
~ ‘wholenumber now in the Colony is 9,914 of whom 6, 750 are males and 3,164 females. The
femaleg are therefore 4687 per cent. of | { the males. " Measures Laving been . tﬁken to make
known the law of 1872 for the registration bof marriages, the Indians eagerly availed themselves of
it, and before 31st December 1875, 1,539 x?vomen were registercd as married. This/ it is said raises
the position of the women and increnses tl;ou' self-respect. Colonel Lloyd from his knowledge of
the Indian language was able to visit the estates without an interpreter, which enabled him to ascer-
tain accurately the condition of the laborers. His. conclusion is that, as a rule, they are well
and kindly treated ; wages are regularly paid every month; indentured xmngrants get from 10s.
to 14s. a-month with food and ledging ; uhmdentured skilled laborers from #£3 to £5 ; unskilled
laborers from 18s. to 25s. with rations and lodging. No complaints were made to lnm of non-
payment of wages, The immigrants are afmost exclusively employed on the sqa-bmrd estates in
the cultivation of cugar. They are generglly aHOWed gardens, for the produce of which there is
a ready sale. At the end of five years they are free, and the number who fent land and are
apparently settling in the Colony is mcreasmg If Crown land near a market were available, many
would give up their retarn passage for the’ grant of a few acres. Thus, in Febru}xry last, when a
return ship was despatched, there were injthe Colony 4,086 entitled to return pas}satres and 490
bad applied for them. Eventually however only 176 embarked.

The question of education is said to bﬂ under consideration.

Thia report is satisfactory and intgrocting, It shows shat Natal is w‘ell suited for Indian
emigrants, and that their value is apprc%lated by :ue planters. The Dumb}ﬂ', however, of the
settlers who take advantage of their servi: nes i8 evidently small. There is nothmg to be done on
the report beynnd sending it to the Indw Office, for which purpose Colon?l Lloyd says h° has
‘ furmshed & duplicate copy. ; \

I

! No. 253. \
Copy forwarded to the Gévernment of Madras for mform tion.
: (By Order) o
Dpr. or Rev., Acrr., axp COMCE. | '~ (Signed) C. J. LYALL,
(EmicraTION), Simra, ;’, _ Under Becy. lo the Govt. of India.
5tk Sep. 1876.

No. 57. Orper THEREON, ¢20d September 1876, No. 1054.
Copy forwarded ts the Protector of Emigrants.
(True Extract.)

W. HUDLESTON,
Chief Secretary,

To the Protector of Emigrants,
Revenue Department.

Exd. T. O'Connor.
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