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Proceedmgs of the Madras Government, Public Department,
30th March 1870.

Read the following papers :—

No. 118. Petition from SOOBRA-Y
MANEYA GURUKAL, MUT- l
TOOSAWMY GURUKAL and ¢ r(Here cnter, 20th Dee. 1869, No. 3118.)

others, of Kuhambattoor and other ‘

vﬂlafres of Coimbatore. J

No. 119, Petition from SIVARAMA '
IYER, of Nellicherryqvillage, Pal- Deo. 15th 3119
ghaut Faluq, Malabar., J( " ” )

No. 120. From H. E. SULLIVAN, Esq., Acting Collector of Coimbatore, to
the Acting Cluef Secretary to Government Fort Saint George, dated
Colmbatore 7th Fcbruary 1870, No. 10.

As dirccted in Mr. Under Secretary Wellesley’s Memorandum, dated 25¢h
ultimo, I have the honour to report on petitions, Nos. 3118 and 3119 of 1869,
which are herewith returned.

‘ 2. The accompanying letter, dated 29th ultimo, from Mr. Thomas, who was
seventeen years Collector of this District, is sufficient to prove that the Peyroor
Pagoda has always been considered a show place, and that no objectlon has hitherto
been raised to Europeans visiting it and inspecting the stone carvings. It is more-
over entered as such in Murray’s guide book, it finds a place in the list of archi-
tectural structures worthy of being photographed, submitted under the Order
of Government, Public Department, dated 29th October 1867, No. 1348, and where
under a subsequent Order, dated 13th November 1867 , No. 1427, Captain Lyon
visited this district, it was photographed, and the fact reported to Government
by Mr. Grant in his letter, dated 5th December 1867, No. 120. I am also informed
that it was photographed by-Dr. Hunter only a year ago.

3. Shortly after taking charge of the district last year the Dharmakarta
Siva Ram Iyer applicd to me to issuc a notice prohibiting Europeans visiting the
pagoda. As, from my previous knowledge of the district when employed in it
as Head Assistant and Sub-Collector, I was aware that this would be an innovation,
and as, on inquiry, I learned that no complaints had ever been made against persons
visiting the pagoda, I declined to accede to his request. A shorl time after this,
(the petition fixes the date as #he 10¢h Neywaiber,) Mr. Bourne, of the Firm of
Bourne and Shephard, the Calcutta photographers, came to Coimbatore and asked
me whether the pagoda at Peyroor which he had seen mentioned in Murray’s hand-
- book was worth photographing. I advised him to judge for himself and rode out
to Peyroor with him the following morning. On our arrival a man, who I was
informed was the Devassom Momrrar in the most insolent manner opposed our
entrance, and flourishing an imper tmently -worded notice (copy enclosed) in our
faces informed us that the Dharmakarta had given orders that we were not to be
admitted. The demeanour of this individual was eminently calculated to provoke
a breach’ of the peace, but though much annoyed at the insult which had been
offered to me, I contented myself with addressing the crowd who had assembled
asking Wbether any objectlon had ever been made to gentlemen inspecting the
pagoda.  Two or three came forward and informed me that no objection had ever
been raised previous to the appointment of” the present Dharmakarta, and that so
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far as they the residents of the place were concerned we were welcome to inspect the
building. We were then allowed to pass in, and the Brahmins who accompanied us
were most civil and obliging in pointing out the different objects of interest to us.
With regard to ascending the Kanakasabay I would observe that, previous to doing
s0, I asked the Brahmins who were with us whether there was any objection
They replied in the negative, and coming with us gave us information regarding.
the monolithic figures for which the pagoda is famous.

; . " This Kanakasabay is
identical with the stone choultry referred to by Mr. Thomas to which free acces
has always been granted. ' -

4. On my return to Coimbatore I informed the Members
Committee how I had been insulted, and told them that, as the Dev
had acted under the orders of the Dharmakarta, who,
of, and resides in, the Malabar District, and as the notice bore his signature I would
report what had occurred to Government unless they appointed angother M “Oﬂu
They expressed great regret for the insult to which 1 and the gentlem:naojr'
accompanied me had been subjected, and asked me to allow them time to ; “Ndlo
what to do. Of course this was granted, but as after the lapse of mor (ionSI o
months I had received no communication from them, a letter was g;zlf‘:} :llan] e
upon ther.n.to state what they proposed to do, but before it was despatch d; " 'lmg
these petitions with the order of Government calling on me fgr ame ll‘echYed
That which I have now submitted will, I trust, be cons?dered satisfactof;p ation.

5. I now leave it to His Excellency in Council to decide wh

of the Temple
assam Monigar
I may observe, is a native

‘ ether the insolent -

in paragraph 5 of his petition, and the insult which
offered to myself, are to pass unnoticed. I
short of his-removal from office, which

would respectfully suggest that nothing
Committee, will meet the exigencies of t

I originally démanded at the hands of the
Throughout my career in India I

the m } . .
s an who dares, in i

: h . » In a petition addressed
Governor in Council, to characterize En P to the

. li :
extraction,” will not hesitate to ropeat it glish gentlemen as “ persons of doubtful

6. I have further to reque

st an expression of the oy,
whether a temple largely en Opiuion of ¢

-
dowed from Yot *nvernment as to
4 ( perial revenues, which ,

has bc?n open to th? Publtc for inspoction, can be elosed to thom l’) h ch for years
a fanatical bigot residing in another part of the count 7 2 1¢ authority of

f Stri ry. 1 have visited ]
of Strirungum, Madurs, and Humpy, places of far greater note and san!ciittifrrltll)]{:s
n

From E. B. THOMAS, Esq., late of the Madr a8

dated Coonoor,

Tam in receipt of your demi-offic;
-oilicial letter, re i .
the seventeen years Iheld the Coimbatore Col Tuesting me to give you m

yo . lectorate, g 4, J experience, during
Pagoda, and ity stone carvings, as a sight for visitors and tra:flei:Stom of Visiting the Peyroor

I can only mention, as a

Civil Service, to ¢

h .
29th January 1870, e Colleetor of Coimbatore,
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simple statement of facts, that I have visited the pagoda, (the only thing worth seeing in the
neighbourhood,) FREQUENTLY, with strangers from Europe, or Bengal, or Madras ; if my memory
serves me, at least two Governors, Sir Charles Trevelyan and Sir William Denison, were among
the number. No objection was ever offered.

Though not required to be so, the pagoda officials were some of them, usually present,
in courtesy, or to answer any questions asked about dates, carving, &c. We did not, of course,
enter the penetralia or inner portions where the idol was, but were allowed freely to inspect the
stone choultry (within the gate) famous for its groups of carved figures, and also used to walk
all round the enclosure within the outer wall. The Brahmins always secmed to think the visit
rather a compliment. You are welcome to make any use you like of the above statement.

——e

Copy of Notice issued by Siva Ramayer, Dharmakarta in the Peyroor Pagoda.

As is contrary to the Hindoo religion and doctrine to allow all those gentlemen professing
Christian religion to see the beautiful works worked in the rocky poles of this temple except
.Hindoos who are attached to the same religion, all others must not come beyond the gate ; in case
of their entering into the temple they should have to pay not ony 300 rupees, which would be the
whole sum for purifying it, but also they would have to undergo the punishment fixed in obedience
to Indian Penal Code Act.

1st November 1869, (Signed) SIVA RAMAYER,
. Dhaermakarta,

No. 121. ORDER THEREON, 30th March 1870, No. 368.

From these papers it appears that, shortly after Mr. Sullivan’s appointment to
the Coimbatore District, Siva Ramayer, the Dharmakarta of the Peyroor Pagoda,
applied to that officer to issue a notice prohibiting Kuropeans from visiting the
Pagoda.

2. As the Pagoda had becn always an object of interest for travellers in the
Coimbatore District, and had, for many years past, becn open to the inspection of
Europeans, Mr. Sullivan declined to accede to the request, and shortly afterwards,
in ‘company with Mr. Bourne, the Photographer, visited the Pagoda in person.

3. On this occasion he was met by a person styled the Devassom Monegar
who opposed his entrance to the Pagoda producing a notice signet b}f tl.le Dhafrr'na-
karta Siva Ramayer giving orders that gentlemen professing the Christian religion
were not to be admitted. '

4. Mr. Sullivan addressed the crowd of residents who by this time had assem-
bled, and with their consent inspected the structure, himself and his cornpa.nion
being treated with perfect civility by the resident Brahmins who accompanied them
round the structure, and pointed out to them its most remarkable features.

5. It would appear, from Mr. Sullivan’s report, that he committed no intrusion
on what may be considered the sacred penetralia of the. Pagoda, as he was accom-
p‘anied throughout hijnspection by the attendant Brahmins, who raised no objection
to his proceedings. .

6. Mr. Sullivan on his return to Coimbatore reported to the Temple Committes
the manner in which he had been ‘opposed by the Dharmakarta of the Peyroor
Pagoda, and demanded his dismissal and the appointment of' another Manager. The
Committee expressed their regret at the opposition to which the Collector of the
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District had been subjected, but have as yet taken no steps for the removal of the
Dharmakarta, Siva Ramayer.

7. The Government are of opinion that this person has shown himself quite

unsuited for his responsible position. It is clearly proved that the Peyroor Pagoda

has, for a length of time, been open to the inspection of Europeans, and has been
considered an object of public interest on account of the s

pecimens of ancient sculp-
ture which it contains.

It is also highly probable that such lnspection of the
building is in no way objected to by the resident Brahmins,

Under these circum-
stances it would be al

together opposed to the policy of Government, and the liberal
spirit of the times, to permit a place which has long been open to Christian visitors
tobe withdrawn from the public view. If such a course was sanctioned in the present
case it would be in the power of Dharmakartas of rigid and fan
exclude travellers and even the European officers of Government
the most celebrated seats of Hindoo art and worship which hay
sible without, it is believed, any offence to the principles of the Hindoo religion, or to
the feclings of its reasonable votaries. The Government need only point to the vast
extent, mysterious character, and peculiar population of these edifices to prove that
they could not be converted into inaccessible enclosures or sanctuaries without results
much to be deprecated. The officers of tho Magistracy and Police, whethrr European
or Native, could not, of course, at any time be excluded in the prosecution of their
official dutics, but the Government consider that the habitual publicity which theso
places now enjoy must exert a wholesome influence on the character of those who
dwell in them or repair to them. A subversion of the liberal vsage now prevailing
and the substitution of a system of secresy and sequestration could not fail to b
attended with a development of religious bizotry and of caste pride and intolerance
perhaps even of malpractices and crimes difficult to penetrate. The Government
are determined not to permit a reactionary movement of this nature,

8. The Government have, on broad motives of policy,
all interference with the religious institutions of the countr
remove the Dharmakarta. But the Temple Committee of

hold under Act XX of 1863 all the powers formerly vested in the Board of Revenue

for the removal of Temple Managers; and the Government leave the question
for the present in their hands

with the oxpression of their opinion that Siva
Ramayer, the present Dharmakarta, has committed a scrious error in wishing to
cxclude Kuropean visitors from those parts of the temple which have hitherto Ecen
open to inspection, and that he ought to be removed from g position for which he
has proved himself unfitted.

atical views to
habitually from
¢ hitherto been acces-

severed themselves from
¥, and have no power to
the Colmbatore District

(True Extract.)

Clief Secrelarg/.
To the Collector of Coimbatore.

»  Members of the Temple Committee of the Coimbatore District,

Exd. J, Wright.



* Gobt. of {18707 PWadens,

SUBLIC,
7o

Tee COLLECTOR or COIMBATORE.
&o., &, &o,

" Dated March, 30th.

Becd. Endl,

“———

@G. 0., 30th March 1870, No. 368.

MARCH,
Nos. 118—121,

Passing orders regarding the conduct of the
Dharmakarta of the Peyroor Pagoda, Siva Ramayer,
in having opposed the entrauce of the Collector of
the District into it while it had been previously
open to inspection by Europeans.
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