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Popric DxrarTaenT,

No. 985,

To
Tre HON, tag COLONIAL SECRETARY,

Mauritiys,

of the Mauritius, copies of a Despatch to Hep Majesty’s Secretary of State, and of
the papers therein referred to, on the conduet of Captain Kennedy of the Ship Josn
Scott, which vessel wag engaged by the French Government at Pondicherry to
convey emigrants from that station and Karikal to Guadaloupe,

I have the honour to be,
OOTACAMUND, Sir,
8th August 1870, ) Your most obedient servant,
Chief Secretary,

Ead. V. Wright)



PusLie DeparTvERT,

No. 986.

To ’ :
HER MAJESTY’S BRITISH CONSUL ar REUNION,

SIR,

I am directed to transmit, for your information, copies of a Despatch to Her
Majesty’s Secretary of State, and of the papers therein referred to, on the conduct
of Captain Kennedy of the Ship Jokn Scott, which vessel was engaged by the French
Government at Pondicherry to convey emigrants from that station and Karikal to
Quadaloupe. |

I have the honour to be,
Ooracamunp, Sir,
8tk August 1870, Your most obediont servant,
Chicf Secretary,

Exd, 3. Wright,



" Read the following letter from the Sub-Collector of South Argot, to the Acting
" Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dat;‘ed'Cﬁddﬁlore, $th January

1870, No. 1:— N ‘ . |
With reference to the telegram fi i Government, dated 31st December 1869,
to Mr. Nocfor, the British Consular Agent at Pondicherry, to arrange with the
Collector of South Arcot about landing the emigrants from the Join Scoit if they-were
not all landed by the French Government, I have the honour to state that, having
received information of the same on Sunday the 2nd instant, I proceeded to Pondi-

cherry on the 3rd, and on the 4th instant I had an interview with His Excellency

the Governor M. Bontemps. S e . Sy
9. From him I learned that every precaution had been taken for the benefit of

the coolies, and that no person has died &f chiolera since the 31st. Out of about:
four hundred and fifty coolies on board some sixty have been landed and placed in

the house for lepers, the laiter having been ‘remaved by the priests on tl_ie-:requ@t' of
the French Goyernment. The building was whitewashed, and on the 25th or 26th
December the patients from the ship were admitted. The disease which had suddenly

broken out with great violence was suddenly stopped.
3. The Governor has also caused'a pandal o be erected & mile or perhaps

Jess to the south of the town. About three hundred persons could be accommodated

in it, but as there has been no cholera for the last four days it is not likely o beugad
It will thus be seen that every effort is being made by the_authoritiee there to
alleviate the distress and remove all cause of complaints. . T

" 4. HisExoslleasy informed me that he considered it safe to remove the quaran-

tine on the 6th initant, which will be six. days after:the last decease; and. even

that is not known certainly to have been from cholera. As affairs have now taken

a very favourable turn, and there are only one or two days more to wait, 1 beg to

suggest that no active measures betakenlmmedmtely. Vel

5. There has been 8 v-e\si"yv..gi'e'at‘ quarrel ¢ misunderstanding between the
French Doctor on board and the Captain, and it is under the consideration of the

authorities to remove the Doctor 4nd appoint another who is niow attending on the

sick, and is on good terms with the Captain. He has also promoted games of ’

amusement among the coolies, and infused fresh courage into all.
6. As far asIcan fécollgé&,‘ the history of the case is as follows : —

The emigrants were to h#vei been emBaii:éd on December 8th, or about that

date; but a single case of cholera having occurred in the Depdt, a woek’s delay
ensued, during which no fresh attack’ having happened the coolies were embarked
about the 15th. It took two or three days to reach Karikal where 100 or 200

emigrants more were put on board, though cholera had broken out in the td%n.

7. Soon after leaving Karikel ,qholéra attacked some eight or ten of the

emigrants, and the Doctor was determined to have the ship put about for Pondi-
cherry. 'The Captain stood. out io sea to get & good wind for the tack, and the
Doctor thinking he did not. intend to go back shut himself up in his cabin, as the
Captain alleges, and would not attend to the sick. Then the Captain steered for
Pondicherry, and after anchoring there for a day or two, the disease became very
‘virulent. - : o ' -



8. The Governor had at first referred the matter to the Sanitary Comunission
who refused to allow the sick to be landed, but when the sickness increased, the
Governor determined to land the sick, and on the 25th or 26th they were brought
on shore. As soon as any fell sick they were taken to the Hospital provided by the
authorities, and a Doctor and Assistant, [ believe, placed in their charge.

9. The Medical Officers in charge are in quarantine as well as the sick. but in
four or five days after the arrangement proposed by the Governor had been ;arried
1nto effect no fresh cases occurred. The purifying of the ship has also been going
on, and European Medical Officers will be sent as 8oon as the quarantine is over, to
complete the sanitary arrangements. The medical or chemical appliances for ;he

» k t h . 3 . . .
::; u{;‘::] ‘a and, 8o that there will be no.difficulty in effecting everything that is

10. It is possible that the Sanitary C el . . ]
restrictions being removed on th y Lommission will object to the quarantine

e 6th instant ; but His Ex
. L. A . cellency has shown a
determination to assist the emigrants as far ag he can, and he will no )(,ioubt overrule

all minor objections, and if it can be done wi
ecti e with any degr i
free communication with the shore to-morrow. - Y Cegree of rafety there will be

l(iythad been French troops under the like
&t can reasonably be expected of him.
12, One of the persons who we .

o O Ppe re landed as sick has rqn awa d perba
some others will feign sickness in the hope to eseape from the hosp; t:'] ) an %crdl fp:
them on shore. Having received 8pital provided fo!

their advance they wi ;
. y will run away with it or so
much of it as may be left, and then try their chance at a new enlistn{en tl '

13. beg .

. 1; be3r ofIdeath sto s;in:ﬂt; ;Zatemelzltl x;ecsxved from the Governor regarding the
e seen that thirty-five i o .

of cholera. Thisis a large number out of 45)(; (:oolice(:;ohe8 "t on. silor have died

difficulties, and I believe he will do all t

% STATEMENT of Deaths among the Emigrants
Dates. Deathsi ) - ————
. B the John Scott D .
. eaths iy ¢
_— n the Lazaretto.

December 16th .., ... ... 1 o

. 18th 1 e e L
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39 3Oth e .o e b veu "es cas 1

”” 3lst e e e e T R ees
January  1st .., .. .. o el L l1 evasion

»oo2d L ” elon.
o 3rd ... ... ... 1 (child) N

%%‘ ........ .
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ST N eedpitation. T
"Oni board the John Boolt, by Choleta... ... ... v o 197
', Deaths'in the Lazaretto... ... .. .. ... .0 LU 018

Onedrowned ce. ... wie . vee Eve eer e e e 1
One ev“ion XX} Al }_o.o ess eve. -:- Caeet s6e - evte qud cou 1’

) ) Emigrax‘its.‘;’;.?r‘fi'f'

L - —

Khd 6ne Eurdpe'ax;x dea;d fromCholexa. - ST P

y C . - 3 . ) . . X .
(Tme VOP, y) (Sig-ne,d)v P L ROBEBTS’ t
Order, 2164 Juruiry 1810, B 100, =0

o "‘Théiﬁn‘ég‘oing Urepbxjt‘: Bn"'tﬁg Cholera outbre;;kgon bbkré theEmtgrant Ship

Jokn Scott shows that, out of 450 "‘ébolie's,j 'ghirtyiliVe ‘deaths bffﬁcutfed begg?@en the
16th and 30th December last, when tlie mortality ceased. Oné death, in the case
of a woman, occurred from drowning, “™* " B R

- 2. The Government consider-the arrangements made by the Governor of
Pondicherry to have been most harmane and considerate towards th$ victims; and
they resolve.to tender their thanks to His Bxcellency for the prompt attention paid

by him to the British subjects who were visited with this calamity.

- 8. The epidemic appears to- have died ouf; ani?otde‘rs have, it is observed,
already been.given, through the. Protector- of Emigrants, for inquiry as to the
embarkation of cholera patients under the: sanction of the Consular “Agent at
Karikal, ' | o T

1

 (Signed)  J.1 MINCHIN, ©
U Acting Chief Secretary.
Ty His Excellency M. BONTEMPS, Governor of the French Settlements in Indis,

e

. dated Fort Saint George, 27th January 1870,‘No.‘110. g2

I do myself the pleasure of conveying to your Excellency the thanks of my

Government for the attention and humanity evinced by your Excellency in the

measures taken for'the reception of the British gubjects; emigrants on board the

Ship Jokn Scotf, when that vessel returned. to:the Pondicherry Roadstead with

cholera on board. : : T
S | . Accept 8ir, &,

| (Sgel)  NAPIER

Exd. J. Wright.



¢ Read again letter from the -Sub’-Coﬁeetor of & uth Arcet, dated 5th January 1370,
No. 1, recorded in Proceedings of Government, dated 27th idem, No. 109.
Read also the following letter from the Protector of Emigrants, to the Acting Chief
 Secretary to Governmert, Fort Saint George, dated Madras, 31st Januvary
1870, No. 10-W.:— o
With reference to the case of the emigrants per John Scott, I have the honour
to forward a report from the Brifish Consular Agent, and depositions given before
him by the Captain and Mates ; also copies of three letters written by the French
Surgeon on board to the Captain, on December 18th and 19th, after leaving
Karikal- ' CooanEl R L s e .
_ 2. 1 called on the British Consul at Karikal to report  what ocourred there.
Copy of his letter is herowith sent. .o o e
3, From the informaﬁoﬁ"bbﬁihﬁ from these roports depositions, and lotters,
I am of opinion that the sutborities at Karikal' were decidedly in fault, allowing
the 150 emigrants to be shipped there, nor “do°T understand the conduct of thre
French Surgeon of the Jokn Scott. SR '
4. There was undoubtedly cholera in the_Pondicherry Depét & week before
iah Conua reporty: Jon. 16 the embarkation of the emigrants, and on that account
1870, para. 8. o alome the embarkation was delayed till the 13th
-~~~ December. "
5. A woman died of cholera on the 16th December, just before the Jokn Scett
anchored at Karikal, and was not even buried until orders were received from the
* Vids lobtor from British Consular Master Attendant. The French Surgeon was examined*

%, Karikal, of January 26th,

Ag;‘&. ph 1. on shore the following morning, and, after & consul-

1 1
t L‘fa;.%n':ﬂéﬂ?;ﬁ:n: wo. - tation with the Port SBurgeon, 150 more emigrants were
36tk Jommary 1870 embarked, and the ship despatchedt with an unclean
Bill of Health on the morning of the 18th; when the ship was starting on the 18th
the Burgeon appears to have begged} the Captain to
remain, because there was. cholera on board ; during
the day he wrote him two letters requesting him to return, and on the 19th
raorning he again wrote urging the Captain to return, which he then did. =
8. The incomprehensible part of the affair is, why did the Surgeon agree to
embark the emigrants at Karikal, when he knew the woman had died of cholera the
previous day, and then when the ship was starting, why did he beg the Captain to
B dw i oy “anchor again stating there was cholera on board. ' The
" statements differ slightly as to the time when this

4 VideCaptain snd Males' statements,

verbal request was made. _ ‘ -

7." Eight Pondicherry emigrants were attacked with cholera on the 18th, the
day the ship left Karikal, and on the 19th morning -
there were ten cases and two deaths. Before night two
more deaths, and eight deaths occurred before the ship got back to Pondicherry.

8. During the epidemic, 135 persons were attacked with cholers, of whom
thirty-eight died ; one woman jumped overboard ; one man disappegrec} from ?he
ship ; and another absconded from the Lazaretto; & fearful list of ca{aualtles,. wlnc.h
might, I believe, have been reduced to almost nothing, had the ship remsined in
the Karikal roads until the outbreak had ceased ; for the first few days only the
Pondicherry coolies were attacked, and certainly the lives of all the Karikal
emigrants, who subsequently died, would have been saved had they not bee.\,r.x sent
to sea in & ship, which actually had cholera cases on board at the time of sailing.

Bee report of death, No. L.



i i 5. The Government consider Mr. Norfor also to blame in not having insisted
o aguing. o o r:lm:e:,th l:lﬂ:;t ﬂ:’ F:?ch s:ﬁ:goe;m augwr;id th'e ::bﬂ!‘k' ] on a longer period than seven days after the oecurrence of a case of cholera at the
ation against his own wi and that he krew perfactly well what a risk he was

Emigration Depdt at Pondicherry, before emigrants were embarked.
running, but was afraid to take the responsibility of stopping the embarkation, The , s v
Eratector of Emigrants also should not have allowed the emigrants to be embarked

‘had ' Signed J. I. MINCHIN
in a ship in which ke had been told by both the Doctor ‘and Captain a woman had (Signed) 3
died of cholera on the previous day.

Acting Chief Secretary.
10. As to what cconrred at Pondicherry after the retarn of the Jokn Scof?,
I believe the wisest course would have been to have landed all the emigrants, and
had the ship thoroughly cleansed and famigated; Thirty deaths occurred after the
return of the ship on board and in the Lazaretto. . Had the emigrants been landed.
at once, I think many of these lives would bavesaved. - - N
11. Thave simply reported the-facts of Gils' Mmentiblo case, in order @t )
. Government may WWMGB 1 ;1 v ‘ ‘ wk proper. AN T can say is that, -
bad the Joks Scets. conid ins: baw kl, to take émigrants on board, -
1 would not (s Proteotor of tted fhoir embarkation. . .

£0 e,

s N 4

. " Order, 344 February 1870, o, 230, S
In their Proceedings of the 27th J anuary last, No. 109, the Government noticed
the lamentable loss of life which occurred on boazd the JoAs Scott Emigrant Ship. -
2. From the reports of the'British Consular Agents at Pondicherry and Karikal, -
tow submitted, it would seens thas the mortality was owing— a %
 Lat.—To the emigranis being allowed 6 leiwi tho Depbt at Pondicherry too sdott
(seven days) after one certain case of cholers and two doubtful cases occarved 8%
the Depst. | L

20d—To & largs batoh of emiigrants

Jokn Scott, althoiigh it was krown thats il ?l ¥era Bad occurred on bosrd

the ship just before it anchored at'RMIAN; " © -

., 3rd.—To the persistence of the Captain of the Johs Seott in leaving Karikal -

with 0}‘0‘1&3 onbdard,anﬂthﬁ ﬂélﬂyﬂiﬁtomrrea when the Join Soott arrived “ .

Pondicherry, in landing thé etighénts. Ir this delay the Sanitary Gommission 876
espotiaible” " "Tie Clove ok of Pondichbity hutiiidy overrulod them, asid'probebly

| daved iany e LRl G Tt

ERNE S mmtﬁ)&e e ) Ww, is inn!&h‘bl@" ani his
explanation does uot if.any way exselpe kriew thiat .. denthi feom cholers
had taken placs in the Karlkal itds ; ho ke fhat there 111 boan cholera in the
* Soe B . It P : e ;::&‘v; . he must have known, “W‘ by |

M?', m»% ; Lo %Or,‘b&t cholera had broken out in the

town of Karikal, and he wad'clearly bound to have rofuscd Lis sanction to the
embarkation ofa very largo namber of doolied from Karikal, until there had oceurred

a sufficient interval to judge wh‘e;’her choléra had entirely ceased on the Jokn Seof,

and that there was no cholera taint amorig the edolies at the Karikal Depét. If he

had done this, many lives would h&ve been sive,

4. 'The Government consider Mr. Satp‘s'cdnduct on the oceasion to have been
marked, nat only by & want of common prudence, but by the icglect of a clear duty,
and must cancel their order of the 11th instant, permitting Mr. Sam to continue to

: z ' Exd. J. Wright.
hold his office, although he has attained the age of fifty-five vears. Mr. Sam must at
once retire from the post of Consular Agent. o

o
.“'



Translation of a l¢tter from His Excellency the Governor of the French Settlements
in India, to His Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor of the
Presidency of Fort Saint George, Madras, dated Pondicherry, 20th May
1870, No. 15.

Your Excellency was good enough some months. ago to. take mnotice of an
incident in connexion with the emigrant ship, the Jokn Scott, and to support with
your opinion the proceedings of the administration of Pondicherry. I believe:
I “ught in consequence to furnish you with a copy of a letter I have just received
from the first-class Marine Surgeon who proceeded on this ship as Surgeon and-
Delegate of the Government. It is fo be observed that this Surgeon, who arrived
from France at the time of the formation of the Lazaretto for the sick of the
Jokn Scott, had been forthwith placed in charge of the Lazaretto, and had consented,.
grom devotion to his duty, to proceed with the coolies to their destination, in the
place of his colleague, Dr. Baquié, who went op board at the beginning of the:
voyage, but was subsequently found to have had serious differences with the
Captait.™ : |

9. The administration of Pondicherry had not omitted doing anything in
order to avoid difficulties with Captain Kennedy, whose chicaning spirit and bad
faith were already apparent. Dr. Dudon is,imoreover, a man who his dispassionate,
observant, very agreeable in his manners, and of great devotion to his duties. His
statements agreeing with those of Dr. Baquié, his predecessor, there is no longer
any doubt as to the bad principles or even the insanity of the Captain of the Jokn
Scott. 1 feel bound to make known to your Excellency my convictions on this
subject, in at the same time informing you that henceforth this Captain will not be
permitted to take part in any contracts for the transport of emigrants.

——

Copy of a letter addressed by the Government Delegate on board the Ship Jokn Scott, to the
Governor of the French Settlements in India, dated Saint Helena, on board the Jokn
Scott, 27th March 1870. R

I have the honour to inform you of the arrival of the Jokn Scott at the anchorage of St. Helena
after a voyage of thirty-six days from Mauritius.

Our sanitary state has been very good up to the present time, and, although the emigrants
have been 105 days at sea, their moral condition is excellent.

As for the rest, we have not had much bad weather at the Cape of Good Hope, and we have
had fresh provisions up to St. Helena. We have thus had only a few sick on board and no scurvy.

Durinz the voyage [ have lost only one woman, who was affected with beriberi.

My relations with the Captain are not good. Ihave had difficulties with him arising from
yarious circumstances.

From the want of discipline among the crew, of whom I have personally to complain, and
from the brutality of the sailors to the emigrants. I have had frequently to pacify the Indians
when over-excited from bad treatment, and I have warned the Captain, that whatever may be the
patience of the coolies, and the influence of my advice with them, a time might come when they
would defend themselves. The Captain is never moved by my remonstrances. He isnot disposed
to punish his men.  Thus the troubles are always frequent enough. From the supply of fresh
provisions for the emigrants. Already at Mauritius has the Captain deceived me. Inshowing me
eighteen sheep that he had purchased, he asked me whether I thought them equal to thirty
Pondicherry sheep. They were in fact equal, and I had nothing to say about them, but after our
departure the Captain intimated to me that only twelve of them were for the coolies.

Now he pretends that it was in accordance with the instructions of the Government of
Pondicherry that he had put on board the entire quantity of fowls, pumpkins and onions, and that

he is not bound to take in a fresh supply at St. Helena. After very long parleying, I beligve,



i

‘however, T have indaced him o buy a small quantity of these eatables, mainly by telling him that
he would have to answer for an infrastion of the 15th Article of the conditions of engagement.

I. have had many more difficulties with the Captain on account of his hallucinations. He sees
enemies every where. The least gesture of an emigrant is a grave insult to him, and even a
threat. At' times he fancies himself pursued and threatened by & man whom he poi’nts out and
.whom. he wishes to punish, althugh the fact may be false and the man in question perfectly
.establishes an alibi. In these morments, he is unjust to every one, and frequently rude to me;
~whom he wishes to render responsible in my capacity of “ Delegate of the French Government

for pretended insults and menaces from French coolies,” b i i
. , but the coolies are admirably disciplined;
very mild, and the maistries are excellent. 7 dlaiplineds

Lastly, I have still to complain of the bad food at tabl i
wheat on board botas T ¢, and especially of the want of bread, the

However it may be, Monsieur le Governour, the emj i |
) » 1 . grants have had little to suffer up to this
txme, gnd I hope to be soon able fo land them at Guadeloupe in good condition, and thul: to end
one o{ the most painful tours of duty that could have fallen to a Marine Surgean.

(Truo translation.)

, Si
aa AL -

\

Exd. J. Wright.

N Pmuc DERAPTINNT.

T I Y T

" No. 19 or 1870.

To | S |
Tae Riear ﬁonomnm rEe SECRETARY or STATE roz INDIA.

My Lomp ‘Duxe,

We have the honour to ‘sénd, for the information of your Grace, & copy

' ... of a letter we have received from M. Bontemps

] . y Non d0eedd,.. . 1 o g TR ' ’

Foucs, .&h‘ 1m~ % T the ({ovérnor of Pondicherry, on the conduct of

Captain Kennedy of the ship Joks’ Scoff, which vessel was engaged by the

French Government to convey emigrants from Pondicherry and Karikal to
Guadaloupe. ‘ ‘

2. After the emigrants had been embarked at Karikal and when the ship
was about to sail for Guadaloupe, cholera, in en epidemic form, broke out on
board and the ship returned to Pondicherry, where, after some delay, the sick
were landed and the vessel remained in the roads, until it had been thoroughly
cleansed and fumigated and all traces of disease had disappeared.

" 3, During the time that the cholera lasted, out of 450 emigrants, thirty-
five died, one woman jumped overboard, one man disappeared from the ship,
and another absconded from the Lazaretto.

4, The details of this lamentable occurrence and the orders passed by us
are contained in our Proceedings, dated 27th January, Nos. 132 to 134, and
24th February 1870, Nos. 123 and 124, enclosed. The Captain from the first
showed how unfit he was for the duties imposed upon him. Many lives would
probably have been saved had he not persisted on leaving Karikal with cholera
on board his ship, although the French Surgeon remonstrated against his
proceedings. _

5. The French authorities, when they became aware of the violent dissen-
sions that had taken place between Captain Kennedy and the French Surgeon,
appointed another medical man M. Dudon to be in charge of the coolies on
board the Jokn Scoff. M. Dudon who, as described by M. Bontemps, is a
Surgeon in the French Navy, of much experience and excellent temper, was
obliged on arrival at St. Helena to report the conduct of Captain Kennedy to
the French authorities at Pondicherry. This report forms an enclosure to
M. Bontemps’ letter.

6. We consider that there are strong primd facie grounds for the opinion
expressed by M. Bontemps that Captain Kennedy is unfit to have charge of a
ship conveying native emigrants. It has not been possible for us to obtain
from Captain Kennedy any explanation of his conduct after he finally sailed
from Pondicherry, but we think it right that the correspondence should be
submitted to your Grace.

7. It will be seen that no ship of which Captain Kennedy is in command
will be employed in conveying emigrants by the French Government.



-8, The correspondence relating fto Captain Kennedy’s conduct has also
been communicated to the Protector of Emigrants at Madras, to the Bengal,
Bombay, and Mauritius ‘Governments, and to Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul
at Réunion.

We have the honour to be,
My Lord Duke,
Your Grace’s most obedient,
‘ humble servants,
(Signed) = NAPIER, '
( » ) W.A McCLEVERTY.
" »7.)° A .J. ARBUTHNOT.
‘('» ) J.DSIM,

Oo0TACAMURND,

8th August 1870.

Exd. J. Wright.
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