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No. 58.  Read the following letter from the President of the Mu . g

Commission for the Town of Madras, to the Adtlug Chief Seoret!ﬂ'y

- to Government, Fort Saint Geor"e, dated Madral, lst F‘ebrmy 1870
) G No. .‘17 ' ;

. cause to address you at some lengﬁi and on un
o # {gia%if‘* S T .
2. It ﬁll *baﬂﬂhuvthe recollection of Govemment thnt in conseqmcfé :;f
an pnnﬁ:facﬁory ahte of things existing in this départment in 1868, at a Gernehl
][Qﬁﬁ‘gthe Oamqiuioueu on the 31st of Jnly oﬂlmt - year, 1° bronght thm w
- G :ﬂafollowmg resolution :— ‘.. "
40 That o Cokimtiten eomposed of the followmg Member&ofﬁe
uh .ppomhd % mmtxgsh ‘and report upon the discrepancy in the. Cullectar's
« Batoments of Tradeix, Atraars for 1868 and 1867, datéd 16th December. 4867,
“amd.17th Mareh 1868, brought to notice of the. Preqideniby Gobnel Gillilan
 upon the subject of the Collactor's and Assssor’s, and other dapmmenis genwally,
u’ 'm‘ mgg- to mploy . profeasxonal Aocountant." R .

Jo_ dystsm v rm,hnsgmnt;of; o Manicipel Deptims ok, ade
Iy Novbtaber 1868, aud wh"éﬁ“ﬁﬁiﬁgﬁom up;fé’( "
hog.on the 21sy of January. 1549, wes o -

&‘ ﬂﬂ'ﬂ? 1@ ﬂm 28th Ldeln, wherein I said a8 fbﬂoﬁ o e

o I,howevei', Etopa.e, ‘with the permission of Government, nétlfyngto tho

v oﬁcm marginally noted, who recsive their nppbm&
il “mbnt; from ‘Government, , and ‘also to the. Assessor
s e “ who holds his at the hands of the Cosbmitsioners,
t‘nt tha must cobcnder the&etm on probation at present, and that the rut;e" ition,
+ of thar oﬁeei will depend upon the report of a Committee, whwh 1 purpoed
auktng tho Commissioners o mwtwn the appomtmpnt ot‘ﬁt ﬂ‘xe expu-atmn of a:J
* months as to their oﬁcxeuoy ORI

8 Govern’men( in their Order of the 2nd of Febmry 1889, N& un,
onﬁrmed the courso proposed by me; and & Committes was appointed wbo, aﬁ;er
30ing through a voluminous mass of papers, were unable to arrive at any conclumon,
except that they considered that I, as haad of the department was bost quelifiud 6
lqm‘ton tho-ubpct. . S e e
g, Accordmg!y, at tba Geueral Meetmg on the 20th uitimo, a resoluhon wu
pussed by. Mr. Gover, seconded by Major Drever, and camed by s majonty, bo tbe

fullowing effect : —

“ Resolved that, as the Probation Committee have stated that theyare unnble
‘tocome to a conclusion upon the matters refgrred tothem, the President is reqneited
¢ to make the necessary report to Government concerning the officers referred to in
¢ Government Order, No. 146, of the 2nd of February 1869.”

It becomes, therefore, my painful duty to make this report,
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
16th February 1870.

5. Within nine months of Mr. Jesudasen Pillay’s appointment as Couoeio:',
had occasion, in July 1868, to ask fora Finance Committee to investigate his accounts.
In paragraph 6 the Committeo say: * It will also be scen that, since December
“ 1867, no single correct account has been presented by Mr. Jesudasen, and that nene
“ of the explanations given to Mr. Mackoy tally with each other ; we must also dre®

“ special attention to the fact noted in Mr. Mackey’s sapplementary rlpovt M'

* has only now been discovercd that a sum of about 11 ,000 rupees has been twicé'
“ remltted by the President ; it follows from all this wlnle the inquiries instituted by

¢ our Chairman in the oﬂice and the evidence taken before us prove the same fuct,
“ that the Collector is not conversant with the most ordinary trambom of his office,
* and has entirely trusted to subordinates, signing apparently whatever paper wal

“ get before him. 1If farther proof be deured we neod only specify the weekly
“ Report of Trade-tax. Out of twenty-eight such returns all-in the same form,

* twenty-two do not agree in & matter so easily noticed as the. carry\ugomofﬂle
“weekly balances.

“ Paragraph 7. Wo regret to have to report that the statements gwen by Messrs.
“ Bazely and Jesudasen, when the President demanded an explanation of the discre:
“ pancy, were not only uhsatisfactory, but were absolutely untrue,

* Paragraph 8. In connexion with this subject wo are bound toreport anotlm

“ and worse instance of mt of good faith, for which tho prosont Colloem is wle!; :

“ respopsible.”

T will not take up the tune of Government by mnkmg furthor qnutatmns, i tHQ

have the report itself to refer to. 2 St

- k »v

6. Ihad hoped that the clear and able mstmctxonl andreoommendu;ou drqﬁ)
up by the Finance Committee would have been the means of putting the Collecter’s
Department into good working order ; and that, in 1869, I should have been spared
the repeated annoyances of 1868 ; but such has not been the case ; and it is only
necessary to refer you to a Memomndnm of mine, (grewith annexed,) of the 19th
ultimo, reviewing one of the Collector’s of the 10th idem, and I. 'onld heg&o oall
special attention to the concluding paragraph of my Memorandom. - v

7. At the last meeting, some of the Native Commissioners laid grut itnu'

on the Collector’s exertions in the collections during the past year, but I
that this was owing, in a great degree, to the extraordinary amount of p
(as will be evidenced by my repeated orders) by myself and Asmtant bropght to
bear upon the Collector’s Department.

- 8. ‘As regards Mr. Bazely, I can, T am glad to say, report more favombly,

and he has conducted the dutnes of his office more to my satisfaction, though thetw'

have been shortcomings on his part, especially so in the collection of the Trade
License-tax, which estimated at 1,29,000 rupees, has only realized in round
numbers 70,000 rupees. In my opinion, however, this falling off is largely owing
to the fact that Mr. Bazely has been very busily occupied upon the House and Land
Rates Registers in consequence of the action of the Commissioners in cancelling the
valuation he had prepared at the beginning of 1869, so that he had to begin new
Registers at a time when they ought to have been almost completed ; and I should
be glad, therefore, to see n further trial given Mr. Basely.

|9

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
16¢h February 1870. |

9. I-have now, in accordance with the. resolnhon of the Commisuoners passed
at the last meeting, performed, to the best of my ability, what has been to me the
most uopleasant and. painful duty it has ever heen my lot to carry out; and I
wonld den;e, in oonclusion, to say a few words in M, Jesudasen Plllpy'l ‘&\'our

This OM -has been working in the Mumcxpdlty fora mrwd of ten yeurs

whei, appommﬁor 'was called uponto give. up- all other emplnyf tog it -
would, therefore,.bw 8 ¢ause of much. regrot to me that I should be the means of

depriving him of his present employment knowing how dlﬁcult it is in these times
for the Government to find a qxtuahon for him. .The preaeht will bo u nbatp lesson
to Mr. Jesudasen l’iﬂsy q,l}l’would fain. flope an useful one, and if hie professes a
desire and  in o'th dat in future oum aad beartily with .me; I Mldhe
glad were* ment to extand - his robation: for a farther periedk. of, By, six
months; perhaps during Mmﬁl‘v&l lome ﬂthw 'ﬁhahon m!ghtr bb knnd for kﬂn
wlueh wouldambette:m hwmtwm : At

“““““

h WM Wing to"ﬁi’omf and, tesponliblo » peu,tion Uollm ‘snd. be should. kawe
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and rest mtisfied, without evar taking the trouble of fooking into ‘-ﬂimm}uh: lM“ .

consider myself fit for thcoﬁoollmld,mdth&&ﬁq%lm Mmm smded 3
sums for remission evedy year, afleoting 12 they do so vodaidersbly the Musicipal revmi
having taken the trouble of looking into the defails of eash’ b:ll and “ﬁuﬂmhm hisdgl

particulars beforo sending theni up to ‘me, is, to sy the' lelat. very urpmmg. tnd mm&m ;

Faakinty Kimaelf; by porsonsl

like. Had he taken this trouble he would at once have discovered the wrong in the inptaics whaes'

the office and residence of the party were given on the face of the bill, and lﬂbbﬂy in ‘"ﬂll m :
instances. If the system were properly observed, the Collector would bave g very
bilis each time to. depl with for thepurposes of Nm}ylon. “d !Nuld i ikAL oaee
thnhluﬂun v s . wa

e mc.nw:nmwimmammmmoomqum.,;" " am.hm

tion of his departmientthat the Finance Committec was appoinhdrﬁeit wai only after a most
laborious and scardhing investigation that they recommended meagurcs of reform which it has

boen my object, aided most seslogly by my Assistant, to carry but in - their. imtegrity ; batit

renders our task far barder when the Collector pemnnuxonsly refuses to aecept and act up te
these recommendations and orders, and which he was digeoted by me to do from the middle
of February last year, and for some months subsequently they appear to have been observed
as regards the lystem of issuing bills, but latterly it seems the Collector reverted to the
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old plan of issuing bills to a very large exteut, whereby all chance of a fair trial of the
advantageous working of the strect-warri system, about which Loth the Fiuance Committee

and myself were very anxious to sce carricd out, has been lost. In a conversation I had with the

Collector in my office in presence of my Assistant, I understood from Lim Le was acting in the

matter of issuing so large a number of bills at one time by Mr. Gover's advice: but I could
scarcely credit this, and had it been so the Collector would have grievously failed in his duty
had bo not first acquainted me about it and takon wy orders ; but | understand that Mr. Gover's
suggestion was upon the Collector's representation that bills for a larger amount than 15800
rupces might be issued only when they were very few in uumber, and that such issue shonld be
limited to Nuugumbaukum only where there is the least chance of payment in cash, and also
provided that such payments were brought into acconnt as fast as they wero received aud should
not be extended to any other Division; this, therefore, is a very different version of the story
Anyhow I condemn the Coliector for acting on Mr. Gover's or any one's suggestions, whore wy orders
were clear and positive, without previously coming to me. I, however, oxpressly wish to guard
myself from sby idea of reflecting in the slightost degree on Mr. Gover, for 1 bave much to thank
him for in the warm interest hegtakes in the Municipality, and [ ghould have fully endorsed these
suggestions of his, had I been in the first instance mads acquainted with tbc‘ and should have
taken care the Collector did not put what construction he pleased on them.

The course pursucd by the Colloctor with regard to the old Trade-tax Bills from the very

fact of their being so numerous has put it beyond his and his iiopartuiont'.;j;ower to oxercise that

amount of care, attention,and scrutiny in their collection which would be the euo had the system

been properly observed, and I think very lightly of such an insignificant sum as 7369 rupees ,

collected in a whole year on account of bills to the extent of about s Iac of rupecs Teported by the
Committee to be good upon strength of information supplied by &he Gollector's Departmens.
My order to earry vut the system &wlp uuhhgmhuﬂmﬂhl & week some months
since bas not yet been obeyed ; why not, I should like tomsk,. .

The Collector’s statement that he has been able to colleet wrore by his own course than he would

otherwise have done has nothing whatever to do with his dopufun m!iordm expressly !a.id down
for his guidanse. *They would probably have boon bettor if the Committos's recommendations had
been strietly obeyed. ‘ L ‘ : o

The present is by uo means a solitary instande ‘in which I have had reason to bo dissatisfied
with the action of the Collector, as will be soen by repcated Memorandums within the last two years,
and he scems bent on having his own way, without regard to either the Finu'loe Co‘mufitteejs recom-
mendations, or myorders. I can only regrot ho should have compelled me in revicwing his Memo-
randum to express in such strong terma my sense of his conduct ; but I feel it to be a duty I owe t'o
myself and my Assistant who have had for many months a osnstant struggle to keep tlfe‘(}olle'cwl- s
Depariment in working order that prior to the next Geneul%et’.ing when the administration of
the Collector’s Department will be oonsidered by the Commissioners, tbz.t they lh@d be made fully
acquainted with the difficult task I havo in trying to keep matters straight.

This Memorandum, therefore, a copy of which will be furnished to the Collector, will be sent in
circulation to the Commissioners, together with the Collector's of the 10th instant.

(Signed) C. DENISON,
19¢A J:::::;’ 1870. President, Municipal Commission.

-

P.S.—Sinec writing this Memorandum I have been informed by Mr. Gover that the facts of
the matter in which he is referred to correspond with the information conveyed to ufe, and that hLe
expressly desired Mr. Jesudascn to note that all orders should come fro-m the President, fnd that
he (Mr. Gover) could only offer suggestions to be referred to the President should the Collector

think it expedient in carrying them out. ¢ p.

Proccedings of the Madras Government, Public Deparimenj,
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