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Praceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
13¢5 December 1870.

PO Sy

No. 66. Read the following letter from the Acting President of the Municipal
Commission in Vizagapatam, to the Chief Secretary to Government, TFort
Saint George, dated Vizianagram, 21st November 1870, No. 393 :—

I have the honour to request the sanction of Government to suspend the
collection of the professional tax in Vizagapatam in those cases in which it may
appear advisable to the Commissioners_to do so, The Commissioners propose to
“exercise this discretion in the cases of those of the poorer classes whose houses and
property have been destroyed by the late cyclone The estimated deficiency in
teceipts which will thus be caused amounts to Rupees 1,000.

2. T have the honour, at the same time, to submit a statement of sums proposed
to be transferred from the Budget and made available for emergent repairs rendered
~ necessary by the cyclone.

3. ~After deducting the Rupees 1,000 above referred, the sums thus transferred-
fall short by Rupees 2,260 of the amount requlred to execute indispensable repairs ;
and, as the circumstances are exceptional and the loss of the Municipality has been
heavy, I have the honour to apply to Government for assistance to that amount.
Such an application is, no doubt, unusual ; but I trust that Government, taking into
consideration the unusual nature of the calamlty, will assist the Municipality as was

done on the occasion of the cyclone at Masulipatam.
B ' . ‘ ~
No. 67. ORDER THEREON, 13th December 1870, No. 1615.

The special sanction of Government is not necessary for the exercise by the
Commissioners of their powers of granting exemption, with the approval of the
President, from rates and taxes imposed under the Act.

2. The Government will confirm such transfers in the estimates as the
Commissioners may find necessary in consequence of the unforeseen damage done
by the cyclone, but remark that an examination of the list of works submitted with
Mr. Melville’s letter does not produce the impression that the works are of an
urgent character, nor do they appear to have any immediate connexion with the
cyclone.

3. The reports which Government have received regarding the calamity do
not represent the people as having suffered severely, and the Government are not
satisfied that any special measures are required.

4. They, therefore, decline to sanction the grant of Rupees 2,260 asked for
by the Municipal Commissioners.
(True Extract.)

, o Clief Secretary.
To the Acting President of the Municipal Commission in Vizagapatam,

Exd, J. Wright;
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