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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
10¢%: December 1870.

No. 58  Read the followfng letter from the Officer Commanding 17th Regi-
ment, N.I., to the Quarter-Master-General of the Army, Fort Saint
George, dated Madras, 16th November 1870, No. 235 :—

In paragraph 4 of letter, No. 553, dated Madras, 8th October 1870, from Major
G. B. Bowen, Officiating President. of the Municipal Commission, Madras, to the
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, forwarded, with decision, of
Government, under your docket, No. 5432, for my information, occurs the following
paragraph :—¢ Strahan’s Road, which is the most filthy place in Madras probably,
¢ considering the number of respectable houses to be found in it (some of which
“ are, I believe, inhabited by Ofticers) is from 200 to 300 yards from the Lines,”—and
an annexed letter, No, 951, from the Sanitary Commissioner of Madras, paragraph 3,
has the following :—*¢ At the time of my visit, the surface was very foul, covered
¢ with mud and slush toa depth of five or six inches; ‘the neighbourhood bore
“ evidence of use as a latrine.”

2. The road in question intersects the Lines of the 17th Regiment, N. I.

3. The Officers residing in the houses are the Commanding Officer, Adjutant,
and Wing Subaltern ; their doing so is a distasteful necessity, there being no other
houses within a convenient distance in respect to their men.

4. Frequent appeals have, i vain, been made, during the last two years, to the
municipal authorities to improve the sanitary condition of this vicinity ; no steps
are taken for proper drainage of the soil, and its use asa latrine is unchecked by the
Police, and the filth in and around the village is suffered to be festering in the
scorching noon-day sun, emitting the most poisonous odours.

5. Contrast with this the alacrity of the President of thé Municipal Commis-
sion to give a well-metalled stand with drains and latrines, &e., especially to accom-
modate native bandies—the existing bandy-stand, which it is proposed to close,
covering an area for thirty carts, being, I may observe, an insignificant nuisance,
compared with the filth generated by the occupants of the huts alongside the said
road about what is known as  Peer Dadah’s Bagh.” That a stand on the principles
recommended is a most desirable improvement there can be mo question; but
impartial reasoning cannot show just grounds why the supply of this requirement,
which will take considerable time to effect, should take precedence of other more
pressing sanitary reform.

If the Commissioner wishes practically to prove that “ dust, dirt, and filth
can bo reduced to a minimum,” there can surely be no excuse for Strahan’s Road
being perpetuated as the most filthy place in Madras, and I respectfully appeal to
His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief to urge on Government the immediate
sanitary reform so essential to the preservation of the health of the troops located
in Perambore.

6. Two senior Officers not long since fell victims to disease contracted here,
and T submit that we have a fair claim on the interposition of Government to rid us
of the revolting fact disclosed by the President of the Municipal Commission that
the heart of the 17th Lines in which Officers are residing ‘“is a most filthy place.”

7. 1 would wish His Excellency to be informed that the prevailing sea breeze
frequently reaches us tainted with sickening smells of the adjacent burning-ground,



Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
10tk December 1870.

sewage farm, and tanneries, which, of themselves, are nuisances bad enough to suffer ;
our being further subjected to internal nuisances is intolerable. It is no fault of the
European residents that the road is in this disgraceful condition, or that Strahan’s
Roadis “the most filthy place in Madras.” The municipal authorities are solely

respousible, but I am sure they would be most willing and forward to aid the civil.

authoritics in remedying the evil, and will be grateful to His Excellency if he will
give the subject his early consideration.

No. 4398.
Mapras, (Countersigned) G. B, SHAKESPEAR, Brigadier-Genl.,
13¢h November 1870, Commanding Centre District,
No. 5607.

Forwarded, with reference to Order of Government, No. 1415, of 2nd instant,
with the strong recommendation from His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief that
Government may be moved to urge on the Municipal Commissioners the necessity
which exists for taking immediate steps towards remedying the unsanitary state of
the road and ground referred to, and which have been condemned both by the
Municipal and Sanitary Commissioners.

(By order)
Forr Saint GEeorar, (Signed) A, HOWLETT, Colonel,
R1st November 1870, O0ffg. Quarter-Master-General.

To the Secretary to Government, Military Department, Fort Saint George.

Transferred to the Public Department,

Forr Saist GEORGE, (Signed)  A.T. WILDE, Major-General,
R4th November 1870. Secy.-to Govt., Mily. Dept,
No. 59. OrDER THEREON, 10th December 1870, No. 1597.

A copy of this letter will be furnished to the President of the Municipal Com-
mission, Madras, who is requested to report, at an early date, what steps are being
taken to abate the serious nuisances complained of in Strahan’s Road. '

(True Extract.)

~

Chief Secretury.
To the President of the Municipal Commisfk;ion; Madras,

»»  Military Department.
s Sanitary Commissioner.

Exd. J. H. Burns.
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