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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
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No. 139. Read the -following letter from the President of the ’Municipal
Commission, Combaconum, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort
Saint George, dated Tanjore, 6th October 1870, No. 148:—

In obedience to the instructions contained in paragraph 28 of G. O., dated
2nd August 1870, No. 965, I have the honour to forward a fresh report from the
Vice-President of the Combaconum Municipality, on the working of Act X.of 1865
(Madras) in that town, for the year ending 30th April 1870, together with the
prescribed statements, the Auditor’s report, and the bill of charges submitted by

the Superintendent of Police.
2. The report of Mr. Arundel is so full and clear that I have nothing to add

to it, beyond expressing my regret that the last report should have proved so
defective,

From A. T. ARUNDEL, Esq., Vice-President of the Municipal Commission, Combaconum, to the
President of the Municipal Commission, Tanjore District, dated Combaconum, 9th Septem-
ber 1870, No. 26.

With reference to your letter, No. 126, dated 19th August 1870, I have the honour to inform
you that, on examining the statements and the report already submitted, I have found it nceessary to
alter them to a considerable extent, and that, to avoid the confusion which would be consequient on
an extended commentary, I have prepared fresh statements, and re-written the report which is
hased upon them. :

~ Together with the statements and the report, Isubmit, in accordance with Government Order,
No. 965, dated 2nd August 1870, a Memorandum D), showing the balance to the credit of the
Municipal Fund and of deposits, respectively, and the bill of the Superintendent of Police. The
original of the Auditor’s report is, I believe, in your office, and I, therefore, enclose no copy of it.

2. 1 oxceedingly regret that the report and the accounts submitted should have proved unsatis-
factory. There were several temporary Vice-Presidents of the Commission during my absence on
leave and on duty in Madras and Cuddapah, and there seems to have ensued some laxity in super-
vising the office books and accounts, and, finally, when the late Vice-President was at the end of May
in this year newly appointed to his office and to the Commission, he found the accounts and report
already overdue, and was compelled to trust for facts and figures to an inaccurate and incompetent
Manager. Imay add that, on my re-appointment as Vice-President in August, I found the Manager
to have been guilty of such gross irregularities that he resigned his post to avoid the alternative of
dismissal, and his resignation had already been forwarded to you when I received your letter
enclosing the Proceedings of Government,

3. From Statement C, it will appear that the actual receipts during the year 1869-70 were
Rupees 51,634-12-9, not including a balance of Rupees 8,098-1-11 brought forward at the beginning
of the year, which makes the gross total of receipts Rupces 59,732-14-8. Of this sum the Commis-
sioners expended on the objects detailed in Statement 4, and abstracted in Statement 7, the sum of
Rupees 52, 650-3-5, and carried forward a balance of Rupees 7,082-11-3 to the credit of the follow-
ing year. The balance is owing to the large increase in the actual receipts as compared with the
estimate. The estimated receipts and expenditure for 1869-70 were Rupees 48,733, so that the
actual receipts exceeded the estimate by Rupees 10,999-14-8, while the actual expenditure exceeded
it by Rupees 3,917-3-5. The causes of the increase will be shown further on.

4. RECEIPTS.—RatE ox HousEs AND Buipings.—This tax yielded a gross total of Rupees
14,343-7-7 as against Rupees 10, 641-6-10 'in 1868-69. The total current demand was Rupees
14,215-4-0, while the current collections amounted to Rupees 14,193-5-3, thus leaving a balance in
arrcar of Rupces 21-14-9. Against these collections must be set off the refunds made on the orders of
the Commissioners, after the hearing of the appeals. 'The amount so refunded was Rupees 661-3-5.
The net sum realized by the tax for the current year was, therefore, Rupees 3,532-1-10, being the
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Rupecs 1,532-1-10 more than the estimate of Rupees 12,000.  The arrears of the previous years
were Rupees 202-7-3, of which Rupees 150-2-4 wore collected, and Rupees 5"-4.11I struck jﬂ" A3
lrr.ecoverable. The Auditor’s report gives Rupees 150-2-7 as the :unéunt (;f '1:'1'0'11'3 collected bfut
this seems -from a reference to the accounts to be a clerical error. The large i;nre;“e in the d(;x’mnd
and collections for the current year was due solely to the re-assessment of 510 h(:llS;: as the fuil ;ate
of 7% per cent. was levied in the previous year. The former assessment was 'ulu;"clt~ dly too low
and the Commissioners themselves undertook the labour of a great part of t} l ’MO ~y . A’
anatural consequence of the raising of the tax, and of the special notice <riv:131 ?)31-3;‘ :C; btmil;t' t :
payers, t}.xere was a large increase in the number of appeals which :mount 1 f ) ‘*'0‘) lCTI a
were all disposed of after an examination of the premises by one or morc of the Cu(le(nnio*;:'l"lf; 3 -
5. Toris.—The receipts under this head were Rupees 18,995-2-6. The contrazkt‘ ;‘w:)‘u.nt was
Rupces 18,999-2-6, and to it was added Rupees 3, the amount of a, fine 1 ; d ‘ f th‘
contractors for delaying the payment of a monthly instalment. eints o this
l;ead must be set off Rupees 7, being the amount of tolls paid
aropean residents’ houses, which, though with; imits !
by passing outside the town. The rea:on assil;lno:(}llei:mtllz; Olfa:::O \t’(i): n)PCi:-l ouly be reach -
'tllje stu;llde}n increase of receipts from tolls is not quite correct. Tlex; tras cause was this
b 8 8, the con ractors could form no very exact ides of what would be their receipts.
hey, accordingly, bid no more than Rupees 13,615-6-8. The result showed that they had ve
much Emder-rated the receipts. They complained, however, that the . tion o
tg;:brz :;;::ai?zrsltaizt tflliauds, all:lilsté)e Commiss.ioncrs, finding this to be thacase, resolved to discontinue
increased bids for thethlc;a:e;ts -9;1713‘ tl:l;hll'zsd:: NN do“bt‘».ﬁn’llled o additionat ground for
auction at the beginning of 1869-”70. This am(l)lunz ili\jei:f d;’:O:e‘ZCttObRUPGCS e Gat e
too low, and, one or two of the contractors having suffcre’d a loss (t,h
1870-71 fell and realized only Rupees 15,250, ”
6. LicENsEs FoR CARRIAGES AND ANIMALg realized Rupees

more than .in the previous year, and Rupees 154-4-0 more than the
7. Licenses for cartstands, private slau
748-8-0.

8. The Ui

fomporar stru:::z?ses for p}?ndals and temporary structurcs realized Rupees 206-10-0.  The
up Licgnses wer o8 were : a;%%d fo’; sccordmg to their size and the length of time they w .10 kept

. ¢ e given for . e Commission y were ke

. ers to keep some check

on the streets is . ; b some check on the encroachments
1ssued licenses for one year at a nominal fee of one anna to persons desiri | to repair

2511 lg orep

e
eneroachments, byt ¢

Against the receipts under this
for conservancy carts visiting tho

rezident’s report for

registration of conmon carts

¢ toohighas the former was
¢ auction bids for the year

1,654-4-0, being Rupees 290
estimate.

o - 1
ghter-houses, and offensive trades realized Rupees

pandals in front of their houses, which pandals were old
to traffic. These licenses were issued to 317 persons
that, by the provisions of Government Order '
levied of less than 8 Annas. Their resolutic;n
ingly.

9. Fives.—Under this head a gross total of Rupees 2,896 was real;
the order of Government under reference, Rupees 203-12—0’:11'0 set lﬂ‘rm e
vancy ;"' Rupees 120 agaix.xst ““ New Works ;" and Rupees 29 against ?‘ Ez:%ablhh nt ;" 3
has been added t.o the receipts under *“ Tolls.”” The balance Rupees 2 54.0-4-0‘41 "f?“t ; am‘l e
the head of ‘ Fines,” and consists of magisterial fines Rupees 2 315-2,-6 Odevi xdl; oencredited uler
and the bye-laws), and demand and warrant fees Rupees 225,-1~6 Hetedfunbreaches ofthe Act

10. ProressioNaL Tax.—The item of Ru 9.19.0 : . )
year 1867-68. pees 2-12-0 is a solitary item of arrcar from the

; aused no obstruction
e t escaped the notice of the Commissioners
o 4, dated 6th August 1869, no fee could be

on the matter has, ther efore, been modified accord-

In accordance with
ainst the cost of ¢ Conser-

. 11. MisceLLaneous Recerrts.—The municipal vegetable market, which consists of two sheds
raised over a pavement in & bystreet adjoining a main thoroughfare et of 1
156-6-0, including Rupees 42-12-0 forfeited out of a defaulting c;mtrac’
The remainder of his deposit, Rupees 17-8-0, was forfeited for Lis de

yielded a rent of Rupees
tor’s deposit in licu of rent.
fault in not paying his contract
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rent.  Rupees 0-4-2 was a balance in hand after the sale of property attached in default of payment
of +ax, and was credited to the Municipal Fund, as the owner failed to appear and claim it. Rupees
0-3-9 were realized by the sale of cocoanuts grown on trees belonging to the Commissioners near
one of the latrines. Rupees 240, the allotment for the repair of Imperial Road No. 2 within munieipal
limits, was credited to the Municipal Fund in accordance with Government Order, No. 3130, dated
27th September 1869.

12, Srare ConrriBUTION.—See paragraph No. 24,

13. Bavance.—The balance of Rupees 8,098-1-11, brought forward on the 1st May 1869, is
exclusive of a balance of deposits then in hand amounting to Rupees 4,133-5-4. The two sums
make up the gross total of Rupees 12,231-7-3, which is given in the Auditor’s account.

14. EXPENDITURE.—The expenditure throughout the year was Rupees52,650-3-5, exclusive
of a balance of Rupees 7,082-11-3 carried forward. The estimated expenditure was only Rupees
48,733. The difference in distribution under the different heads is chiefly nominal. In the estimate
the cost of metalling roads was entered under ¢ Repairs,” instead of under ‘ New Works.”  Savings
were effected in conservancy and establishment.

15. New Works axp InproveMENTS.—The total cost under this head is Rupees 21,128-7-8,
Three-and-a-half miles of road were metalled with laterite which cost Rupees 15,234-6-0. A
special establishment for spreading and tamping the laterite was employed for four months at a
cost of Rupees 1,263-7-9, and was supplied with tools and implements at a cost of Rupees 160-13-7.
The special establishment was dispensed with towards the close of the work which was then ecompleted
by the ordinary staff of coolics under the municipal maistry. A very great improvement was
effected by removing a row of houses which narrowed the main road through the town, and compen-
sation was paid to the owners to the amount of Rupees 534.

One mile and a half of road was metalled with brick at a cost of Rupees 1,758-10-0, the expense
being diminished by a fine of Rupees 30 on a defaulting contractor. The brick was carted and
broken at a cost of Rupees 180-14-0. Sixty-nine ashpits were built for Rupees 755-4-0, the cost
being diminished by Rupees 90 forfeited by the contractor. Six new toll-bars which were much
needed cost Rupees 333. A parapet wall, costing Rupees 150, was raised along the Cauvery bank as
a means of protcetion for passengers through a narrow street which borders the river.

16. Rerairs.—The ordinary establishment of a maistry on Rupees 30, and a varying number
of coolies generally a little above thirty, was kept up, and employed in sectioning and repairing the
roads and streets, clearing outside drains, &c. The establishment cost Rupees 2,172-0-5, and was
supplied with materials at a cost of Rupees 456-7-2. Five culverts in different parts of the town
were repaired at a cost of Rupees 66-12-10. 'The municipal cart used by the maistry was repaired
for Rupees 1-8-0. The total expenditure under this head amounted to only Rupees 2,701-15-5.

17. ConsErvancy cost Rupees 13,030-10-3.  Thirty-six carts were employed twice a day
in removing rubbish. Their cost was Rupces 4,691-4-0, allowing for fines to the amount of Rupees
108-12-0 on the contractor for failing to send the full number of carts, and for sending diseased
and useless bullocks. The contractor alsosupplied thirty-six sweepers, one to each cart, at a cost of
Rupees 2,528-8-0, allowing for Rupees 63-8-0 for fines imposed when they were absent or failed
to work. Two Nuisance Inspectors were employed on a salary of Rupees 30 with Rupees 15 extra
as horse allowance, and had under them eight peons at Rupees 6 each. A cart, costing Rupees
16-4-0 per month, and a toty, on pay of Rupees 9, are attached to each latrine. The total cost of
keeping up the latrines was Rupees 1,968-7-0. Five large tanks were cleaned out, deepened, and
put in good order at a cost of Rupees 2,283-13-1.  Rupees 32 were paid as compensation to owners
of huts on the bank of Ayeculam, which huts were removed in the course of the improvements.
Raupees 55 was paid as compensation to the owner of the land on which the huts stood. Rupees 4
were paid to the owner of a hut removed from the bank of Taikkalculam. The expenditure on the
improvement of these tanks has proved most satisfactory in every way.

During the cholera epidemic, in November and December last year, medicine was bought for

Rupees 15-15-1, and distributed at a cost of Rupees 8.
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18.  Pource.—A Police hospital, applied for by the Police Superintendent in 1868, has been
built for Rupees 1,745. The contract price was Rupees 1,945, but the first COIltl"’lCtor bailt
nothing whatever, and, of course, forfeited his deposit of Rupees 200, which has i)een s et‘ off arainst
the price actually paid to the next contractor, The hospital was not completed till the end gf the

calendar year 1869. It was then furnished for Rupees 832-5-3, and a stock of fcines wore
bought for Rupees 292-15-0. An allowance of Rupees 20 a month was paid to t] m\Cl Ittlnfcs “, N
charge of the Dispensary during the last three months of the year when i t1e z \[‘)o ulca‘rt)t 1l
1 observe that the Government in their Order, No, 1033, dated 16th AufrIust 118 8 were admitted.
the cost of medical attendance to be struck out of the Bu g
the charge was sanctioned by Government in their Or

year 1869-70, it will, I presume, stand ag g part of the

70, have ordered
dget Estimates for 1870-71.
der,

regu

As, however,
No. 574, dated 4th May 1569, for the
lar Police expenditure for 1869-70.

Force.—The Circular of the
~fourth of the monthly remittan

od made up by a direct Payment of the said one-fourth

rangement of the itemsg, The matter stands thus :—
3 gross sum of Rupees 9,111-6-0 .

19. CosT OF MAINTENANCE oF Poricy
No. 222, dated 5th July 1869, requiring one
Police to be deducted by the Commissioners 5
by Government, somewhat complicates the ar
The Commissioners paid on account of Poljce

refund from this by Government of Rupees 467-4.0, they paid 2 net g £

The amount paid directly by Government amounted to Rupees 2,803-8.() um of R
disbursed to the head of ““ Police” was Rupees 11,447-10.0. I:’:ut the bi.ll f the Superi .
Police shows that the actual cost of the Police during 1869-70 was Rupee 1(; _)IL) u.lll)t‘lmtcndcllt of
of this, Rupees 2,630-9-6, is the amount which should have been midI :l: S,
the difference between this and Rupees 2,803-8-0, the amount actu;lly paci«l viz,, R 5 172-14-6
mu.st be regarded as a payment by Government in CXCess, recoveralle "Si Z:’I‘ .luvl)ccs 172-14-6,
which should have been paid by the Commissioners ig three-fourths of 1 »imilarly, the u1}1<>u11t
Rupees 7,891-12-7, and the difference between thig o o, o amount of the Dill, or

ey . nd R
paid, viz., Rupees 752-5-5, must be re mentl;)p e:z 86644-?-0.’ the net sum actually
able. Y the Commissione

Accountant-General,
ce on account of the

and, deducting a
upees 8 644-2-0.
Hence the total net sum

One-fourth
ctly by Government, and

garded as a pay .
a pay T8 1N eXCOSS recover-
Ihave accordingly entered Rupees 7,891-12.

7asth :
and have entered the balance of Rupees 752.5 ¢ amount debited under t}e head of

have ' -5 under the head of * p
specified in [Section 25" as an excess payment recoverahle i

the less complicated method of arriving at the Proper amoun
the calculation of the State contribution Comparatively casy

20. EsTABLISHMENT PROPER.—The cogt under thi .
: r this - .
special remark, 15 head is Rupees 2,790-8-3, and calls for no

“Police,”’
urposes other than those
The foregoing will, I think, be found
ts to be paid or repaid, and will make

21. ESTABLISHMENT, MiscELLANEOUS, —
150, and various petty charges ; altogether g t
ment was Rupees 3,163-9-4,

22, PU.RPOSES OTHER THAN THOSE SPECIFIED IN SECTION 25~—Under this h . .
accordance with the Government Order, three flights of steps > deadare included, in
Sy

costing e .
were cleaned. I beg leave, however, respectfully to state th & Rupees G73-4-0, to tanks which

at I consi i
come under the head of ** Conservancy,” or of * N ew Works.” The stlggg 1t1h tlS :Xplc\er
1o tank

assistance in keeping tanks clean. des of (]
places, and the water is fouled. tor 100; 1¢ t'alnk g
"¢ within

and so conduce to general health. So, too, the surveying instruments gr purel
chase

the levels of the town with a view to good draina,
ge, and the total cogt .
be entered under *“ Conservancy.” » Rupees 2

wditure ought to
8 are of no small
et trodden down in
reach of the people,
dsolely to aseertain
9-8-0, should, I think,
A Surveyor and four lascars were employed in the firgt half of tp
and map of the town. The number of fatal cases from childbirth iy th o 1o Complete a ey
to procure a midwife from Mannargudy at a

¢ town led the
salary of Rupees 10, Her o the
Rupees 20 were advanced for killing

services are my
wonkeys, and wil] 1,
¢ aCCe .
accounts. ounted for ip

Comumissioners
ch appreciated.
the next year's
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93. Dansxce.—A balance of Rupees 7,082-11-3 was carried forward at the end of the year.
This doe's not include a balance under the head of * Deposits '’ amounting t"o Rupees 3,543-10-8. The
gross halance is thus Rupees 10,626-5-11, the amount given in the Auditor’s report.

94. Stare CoxTrIzuTioN.—The remarks under this head were reserved till. the end that t‘he
explanations under the head of Police ”’ might precede. The totz?l amount COH;I(‘)Ibg’lt:d by GOVC:::.;
ment directly to the Municipal Fund was Rupees 13,044-14-0. Of th.ls Rl.lpecs 1,3 dgl ; W(;retzlxlljzethe
due for the previous year, and Rupees 11,724-4-8 the 0}1rre11t contrlbu.tlon. In addi 1<:1>n 07- i o
Government paid Rupees 2,630-9-G directly to the Police, not reckoning an additiona Izla)t rrzler; 6:1
Rupees 172-14-6 which is a recoverable advance. The Order of: GOY'ornment, No. 1'033, 'a e N :
August 1870, lays down the method of calculating the State contrll.)utxon ﬁ?r the year. The efxp?n 1 u; 1
under Scction 25 is Rupecs 50,126-11-8 (excluding Rupees 240paid as r?axllib'enance grant for nnpoi"lt

ds) to which must be added Rupees 2,630-9-6, the current sum paid dirvectly by Governmcn‘ 0
. i The total is Rupees 52,757-5-2. One-fourth of this is Rupees 13,189-5-3. The current
't he B e’ ts amount to Rupees 37,676-14-4. One-third of this is Rupees 12,558-15-5, and,
na(?‘ependenthrecmp _fourth of the expenditure, is to be regarded as the State contribution for the
beng 1o o 0: :'rom this sum Rupees 2,630-9-6, the amount paid directly to the Police, there is a
o D e 9 928-5-11, which is the amount payable directly to the Municipal Fund. But the
balance 0! Ruprte Sb ,Governmc,:nt was Rupees 11,724-4-8, and the difference between this and Rupees
fur;%ngplaf n::fnoun}‘;infr to Rupees 1,795-14-9, must be rcfunded by the Commissioners. 1 agsume that
t)l’xg O;dc-zr <;f Governmt,nt above quoted cancels Government Order, No. 1?74, da.tcd 15th OCtOtbmi
1867, and Government Order, No. 973, page 6, dated 12th A‘ugvtst 1868, which prov1de.tha,t t.he ac 1\1&
e.xpc;zditurc shall be the measure of the Government conh:lbutlon'. The (.}ow:\rnmont In th()l?‘ Qr( er,
No 1065. dated 30th July 1869, calculated on that principle their contribution to this Mumm?ah‘ty
1it)(x)"the ycz’n' 1868-69, and in their Order, No. 1169, dated 19th September.1868, for the.year 1867'—()8.

95. Dgrostrs.—Memorandum D supplies the x:equired information under this hfa;l. ;?L
balance brought forward under this head at the beginning of the year was Rup}fes 4,133;()- f.R 5 :,Z
receipts during the year werc Rupees 5,153-14-8. Refunds were made to the r;r}lilounho up.x,l.s
5.483-5-4, and other deposits were forfeited to the amount of Rupees 260-4-0. ere thus remai
a’balancc in hand of Rupees 3,543-10-8.

26. The following explanations are necessary for a c?mpal'ison betwe.en the accountsdfltow

bmitted and the Auditor’s report. I must also note that, in ﬂ.lC body of his report, the Audi .or
;‘“ by a clerical error, given the receipts under the head of deposits as the cash balance of deposits
asst’h;)end of the year. The actual balance is shown in the Memorandum.

RecEipTs in the Auditor’s account amount to Rupees 70,547-0-7. In Statement C, they amount
to Rupees 59,732-14-8.  The difference, Rupees 10,814-1-11, is accounted for as follows :—

RS. A. P,
Balance of deposit, 1st May 1869 4,183 5 4
Fincs set off against New Works cer e . 120 0 O

, ' Conservancy ... ... ... 20312 0O
" Establishment ... ... ... 29 0 0
,, added to receipts under tolls 3 0 0 s 12 0
Refunds of house-tax st off against receipts' 661 3 5
"Tolls.—Conservancy tolls set off against receipts . 7 g g
Amount received from fines 3 t oo
S uspense.—Sale proceeds of a fence set off against 2 o
COnSCIVANCY  weo e wre wne oo : 461
Advance for removing huts, repaid to Commis- o o o
sloners — 56 12 0




N aand

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department
»

25th November 1870.

Miscellaneous.—Set off against repai RS. A P,
. g pair of vegetable mark
Deposit . b reet ... 0 6 9
Sa}e. proceeds of rubbish set off against”Con‘s.éw{;;;cy el D153 1408
Police refunds set off against cost of Police 41119
467 4 0
Deduct forfeited deposit— 10,874 5 11
4212 0
17 8 0
— 60 4 O

Total... 10,814 1 11

27.  Exrexpitvrr in th i
3 E e Auditor’s report an t -
ment B, it amounts to Rupees 59,732-14-8 T{ie ({i oot Tt 0T I State-

ment B la fierence, Rupees 10,81 1-1-11, is accounted for
]?stablishmon’o.——Fines sct off against cost % o
Conservancy.—Fines set off against cost . 1.5;: 1’ R
5 12
. sale procecds of rubbish sot off 41 11 (‘J)
Latrines.—Fines set off against cost ., B ey
Roads.—Iine on Contractor set off . Lo oo
P(?hce.—Refund by Government set off o ‘ R
}\‘hscellaneous.—Salo proceeds of old material 0 ( H
Toll allowance set off against toll receipts 7 ()) (?
Ashpits.—Fine on Contractor set off .. o
New W orks.~—Forfeited deposit set off Lo o o
Deposit.—Refunded ... .. Y
Suspense.—Advance for pulling down huts 1omoxcd ”i() O PR
»» —Dale proceeds of a fence sot off 46 12 8
Remissions set off against receipts of house-tax o e
Balance.—Deposit balance deducted S
| e e 3,513 10 8

Total... 10,811 1 11

——
—— e

28. The Auditor’
. s Account N
’ ount No. 1. hag apparently haen mad
and shows merely that the accounts and bala Jhsenmade up from the jonrnal in tha oTee
) X > TCeS are COrr s ) o - da 11 (SRR RN} LT
expenditure in the way s recs without classifyinr th. -
nIR ds” is 3 1he way required in the annug) report to G _Ch""f)m.; the receipts and
o ) 0 Fover .
1ouks 11sIlinctudcd Repairs to roads ;" undep ¢ Police” is : ’l'mllcnt. For example, under
a clock, and Rupees 581-16-2 whi X ! 18 meinded en item of Rupees 20 for
e o the hea f.:‘ . ich oug}:t to have been entercd under the heal of :sjy:h!,'.\ib =0 AU.I
; b oL T suspense ™ s included the expend;t ¢ nean of # Palice Hospi-
29. GENERAL ODSLR ' s on tanks
. JSERVATIONS,~— i )
culty, and the bal L S Fho collection of the rates and taxes was offuet .
v, alance in arrcars is very small Ouly 332 dist xes was eficcted widhont
. o2 distress wary

were at once met by payment in all but seven caso
property sold. -

I)Lu’in’ thO g t ] " C 1981
. S past ycar, the Commissioners have devoted much g i
improverent of the roads and of the tanks The roads i ‘tLlL' ‘c e f { )
f‘. :S. Us 1 this delta goil v y
deep mud according to the state of the weathor st g (S frem finc e
b

. h\}llc(} ti > f i ' CC=-ai l-.l,-l Ul 1 l( N f
‘ t t 2, (l th rOU (,-l +1 . B 1¢ 10T m{ltl(m 0{ thl‘ < i ’ 1
ater: > 1C Iaimn thorou.’:hf&res ha% [’)I‘()ved a mOSt Sutisfd, t 5 1 [ . ‘ ] il
roucn tr ! b actory 1mn MOVeMmen
C 102 a1 t. .L&q tIlC

laterite has to be brought from Tanjore, its cost i

: has ot y 18 very great, never less tly

)Md, bt o Commaini e fully sute great, nover less than Rupces 4 per cubic
ty of the cxpenditure.

Jdiffi-
ants we 1o
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The expenditure upon tanks, another large item, is also most useful, and the tank improve-

ments are fully app

reciated by people of the town. An enormous quantity of dirt and rubbish is

daily removed from the town, as the thirty-six carts all go their roundstwice a day clearing out
the ashpits and the sweepings of the streets. The great difficulty has been to find a place to
deposit the rubbish, as all the land is low and «irrigated for rice crops. There has been a very
marked improvement in the appearance of the town through the three causes above mentioned ; but
there is still a great deal to be done in backyards and other less accessible places. The general
health has been satisfactory. There were, however, 130 fatal cases of cholera in the calendar
year 1869. In November the disease found its way into the town from the neighbourhood. The
Commissioners purchased a supply of medicines which were from time to time distributed to the
people till March 1870, when the disease disappearcd. An imperfect system of registration of births
and deaths was instituted during the year ; but no trustworthy comparisons can be made between
the last and previous years. The Act has certainly been worked with beneficial effect in Comba-
conum ; but, though some of its results are appreciated, it cannot be said to be popular, nor is it
likely to be so among the uneducated population who cannot or will not compare the former state
of the town with the present, and who afford: no co-operation in sanitary measures, except so far as
they are compelled by strict enforcement of the provisions of the Act and of the byc-laws.

p——

No. 140. Orper THEREON, 25th November 1870, No. 1531

With the foregoing letter, the President of the Municipal Commission, Comba-
conum, submits a revised report and statements of receipts and disbursements for
the year 1869-70, in lieu of those reviewed in G. O., 2nd August 1870, No. 965.

.2. The new statements (abstracted

RECEIPTS.

Current— RE. A. P.
Rate on Houses, Buildings, and Lands . 13,532 1 10
POLIS ee ver eeermvernens suansanrumsenssanssoeraees 18,995 2 6
Tax on Carriages, &0eeve - .. 1,634 4 0
Liconse {8€8 ...ce sersscesrrsssacerts : 2 0
Fines, 0. e eorsee srereresansanee 4 _o

4
State contribution . e cosesneeee 8

Arrears—
tate on Houges, &Cuww e e 150 g 4
Tix Ot A8y &Ce.asvercersenaee . 3‘)% 15 (;I

tributioR s e oreees 2
State con nA ul s Sy s
i 60 2 1
Other Teceipt8.e. «rreme crrassmeeres 7
Badance brought £forward ... sesecrecrsenen 8,098 1 11

[ —

Total., 59,732 14 8

EXPENDITURE.

RS, A. B
New Works...... 20,884 7 &
S L T . lg,ggé }g g
Congervancy rerreserrereneanre . 13, 3
POLCE. <o ree sannererasanensnes . 10,342 1 °

Establishment.cosseeses o suseemeraneessnnees & —3,163 9
50,126 11 8
Purposes other than those specified in Sec- L7l 3 4

0T 28 vvrerarsrssassessansssnntnsinnint e s T S

Advances FE0OVErabl. st e saesnesin v e nneee 752 5 b
52,660 8 b
Balance carried Forwarduee s seceevorsrasunssenes 7,082 11 8

Total... 59,732 14 8
ment doubt whether the feo of o
encroachments on the street, could 1
the imposition of afee on temporary st

in the margin) have been prepared with
perfect correctness, except that the ex-
penditure of the Government grant for
roads should not be shown in the outlay
under Section 25. The statements are
fully and clearly explained in the report
of Mr. Arundel, the Vice-President, who
has also shown the reasons of the dis-
crepancies between the present and
former statements, and the Auditor’s
report. The differences are chiefly due
to the exclusion of deposits.

3. The Vice-President has correct-
ly computed the State contribution.
The Commissioners have drawn in excess
Rupees 1,795-14-9, and are entitled to a
Police refund of Rupees 752-5-5. The
account may, therefore, be adjusted by
a payment by them to Government of
Rupees 1,043-9-4.

4. With refercnce to paragraph 8
of the Vice-President’s letter,the Govern-

ne anna per annum on pandals, which are old
egally be levied under the bye-law authorizing
ructures in the streets. The charge is really
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a fee for the permission (requisite under Section 30) for the repair of these pandals;
but the Government question the propriety of deriving a revcnue from such permits,
which ought to be given gratis, or not at all.

5. The results of the year, as recapitulated by the Vice-President in the last
paragraph of his report, are highly satisfactory. The outlay on roads has been
considerable, and is no doubt appreciated. With regard to the difficulty of dispos-
ing of street sweepings, the Government suggest to the Commissioners that they
should try a cinerator, on the plan which has succeeded in Madras. The Officiat-
ing President of the Madras Municipal Commission will, doubtless, on being applied
to, furnish information on the subject. The revision of the house assessment
during the year was a useful measure; but, as a recent return shows that tho

average annual rental is only a fraction above Rupees 22, the new valuation
certainly does not err in excess.

(True Extract.)

Chief Secretary.

-

2 the President of the Municipal Commission, Combaconum.
,» Board of Revenue.
,» Sanitary Commissioner.
,» Inspector-General of Police.
,» Public Works Department,
sy Accountant-General.
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