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DProceedings of the Madras Governmen!, Public Department,

23rd November 1870. 3
No. 115. ead the following letter from the Acting Collector of North Arcot,
to the Chicf Seerctary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Chittoor,
12th November 1870, No. 91—
1 have the honour to submit, for the information of Government, copy of a
letter® frum my Assistant, Mr. Gibson, reporting on the

# Dated 1st November 1870, No, 178, . . R
sanitary arrangenents carried out on the oceasion of

the late annual festival at Tripathi.

9, Mr. Gibson was specially deputed by me to superintend those arrange-
ments, which Iat first intended to have 5021 t) mys2lf tn person. I wason circuit
with my office in the extreme south of the district at the time, and, therefure, was
unable to proceed to Tripathi before the festival had actually commenced. Larvived
there on the 27th September, and inspected the town and suburbs, in’ company with
Mr. Gibson, on the 28th and following days. I found that the arrangements made
under Mr, Gibson's dircetions were judicious and very satisfactory. Therc has
fortunatc® been no outbreak of cholera, cither during the feast itself, or subse-
quently, amongst the pilgrims on their way home. As
already reported,t the dresser attached tomy office was
deputed with a quantity of cholera and fever medicines to be present at Tripathi
during the festival, and until the visitors had all left the town, for the purp)se of
affording medical ail to any person rcquiring it.

3. While at Tripathi I met the Mahant of the pagoda, and having in course
of conversation mentioned to him that the conservancy and sanitation of the town,
both above and below the sacred hill, during the annual festival, was a charge
which should properly be borne by the Pagoda funds, the Mahant has since contri-
buted Rupees 100 for this purpose, and a further sum of 2 Rupees was given by a
merchant of Tripathi named Soobraya Chetty.

4. The expenses incurred in carrying out the sanitary arrangements, at both
Upper and Lower Tripathi, amounted to Rupees 143-14-5.  Setting off against this
the amount of contributions received, the outlay actually met from Imperial funds
was Rupees 41-14-3, and for the expenditure of this amount I beg to request that =
Government will be pleased to accord their sanction.

¥ Leiter, dated 7ih September, No. 64,

From F.E. GIBSON, Esq., Assistant Collector, to the Acting Collector of North Arcot, dated
Chittoor, 1t November 1870, No. 178.

I have the honour to make the following report on the late annual festival, called the Brahmot-
savum, at Tripathi in this district :—

1. The festival began on the 26th September 1870, and lasted over the 4th October.

2. The arrangements made under your instructions were much the same as those adopted last
year, the chicf difference being that the pigs, which it is alleged did the scavenger work in Lower
Tripathi last year, were this year replaced by a sufficient number of human scavengers, though most
of these had to be procured from Arcot, a circumstance which should be borne in mind by those who
are charged with the arrangements next year.

3. Tive toties were sent from Arcot at my request by the Head Assistant Collector ; but, as
I was not informed of the difficulty in procuring the men on the spot until my arrival at Tripathi
late on the evening of the 22nd, September, and the Ilead Assistant was, I helieve, at the time that
my note reached Arcot, absent from head-quarters, these additional men did not arrive till after the
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first three, hut least important, days of the festival had passed, but meantimé the town w

elean as it could be by the staff on the spot.
4. All carts and cattle belonging to travellers were, as usual,

fixed at convenient spots away from houses, and scparate places we
clothes, and drawing drinking water, respectively,

as kept as

encamped on the different stands

re set apart for bathing, wyshing

5.~ Learefally inspastad streats and lanns everywhers, and found little tha
the Sub-Magistrate of the town having cxerted himself in all m
and the inhabitants, apparently, for the most part, cheerfully

6. Six temporary latrines were erected in difforent pl
tolerably clean. .

t neadad correction,
atters of conservancy and sanitati
Co-operating,

ases of public resort,

on,

and were kept
7. There was, I am happy to say, an almost tot
eases of the discase oceurred. Both of these were
umprudence in diet of the two pilgrims who dieg.
8. An old mantapum, not far from the Alpiri road, wag provided aud suitahly prepared ag
a hospital, and the dresser attached to your office treated there one of the two cholers, vcases i‘efcrl-e d
to, but the paient was, unfortunatzly, not brou

2ht in until, undar the circumstances, 1t was too Int
to save her life.

9. The absenca of cholera should, perh
ing during the whole time of the feast.
10, The Sub-Magistrate of Chendragherry, and the Police Inapector of Naranavanumy with
a 3pecial force of Constables and one Iaad Constable from Chittoor, provided for the Hl&intena,nce of
order in Upper Tripathi, and there was no disturbance and very little crime, an 1
of a trifling nature, and the health of all was good,
11, From enumecration of the travellers conducted by Constables and peons st
~difforent ghauts, it appears that somothing under 30,000 people ascended tho hill,
3000 wera computed to be still remaining there at the termination of the period ¢
which this report relates. :

al immunity from cholera, as only two isol

ated
fatal, but hoth were the result of the

groas

aps, be chiefly attributed to the hot dry weather prevail-

> and that Principally

ationed on the
of whom about,
f nine days, to

12, Ihave received requests from various quarters that certain im
out on the hill, and on the road up, to augment the comfort and sceurity of the numeroug
who are constantly coming and going throughout the year, as well as on these oceasions,

13. Prominent amongst these suggested improvements are the
path leading, via Alpiri from the town of Tripathi, to the top of the sacred hills, which,
descriptions given me both verbally and in writing by several travellers, appears to be i
dangerous state, considering that large numbers of persons, very feeble from age or sicknes
the hill by this path in palkees, or on foot.

I+, The only other sugzested improvement that I think it expedient to mention specifically
in the present report is the provision of additional shelter for the poorer cl
especially in Upper Tripathi.

15, In connexion with this subject, I woald refer you to paragraph 51 of the Deputy Collee.
tor’s report for last year regarding the large old wantapum in Upper Tripathi, and I would snggest
ais0 that, if funds can be made available, additional accommodation should be provided in Lower
Tripathi, in the new pettah, where thero is ample space available.

16. Itisreported, on good authority, that *he aunual nef sa vings of the great pagoda in Upper
Tripathi should be estimated at from halfa lakl to three quarters of alakh of Rupecs per annum, and

1t is suggested that out of this source should be available ample sums for the benefit of the pilgrims,
whose contributions swell the nntaxed cxche

brovements should be earried

pilgrims

fencing of the portion of the
from the
n a very
8, ascend

asses of pilgrims,

quer of the pagoda, and this seems the equitable plan
on the general principle of the correlation of rights and dutics.

17. I have only further to add that the expeuse
were Rupees 109-0-11 in Lower Tripathi, and in Upper Tripathi Rupees 34-13-6, towards which
Rupees 114-13-0 was allotted by Government, and Rupees 100 were contributed by the Mahant, and
Rupees 2 hy M. Soobraya Chetty. The surplus, according to your orders, is to he appropriated to
the ‘completion of the road batween the holy bathing place called Kapilésavara Theertham and the
pagoda, where the prineipal ascent to the hill begins.

s ineurred in connexion with the festival

e -
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No. 116 OrpER THEREON, 23rd November 1870, No. 1513.

The expenditure of Rupees 41-14-3, incurred on account of the sanitary arran ge-

i ipathi, i tioned.
ted with the festival at Tripathi, is Banc ' ‘
ment; co’;’l‘j;’ attention of the Mahant of Tripathi should be called to the improve

ments required for the comfort of the pilgrims, which are detailed in Mr. Assistant

Collector 'Gibson’s letter. (True Extract.)

Chief Secietary.

To the Collector of North Arcot.

Accountant-General.

,,  Board of Revenue. . .
Sanitary Commissioner.

Irspector-General of Police.

LE
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*

Exd. J. Wright.
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