3. (’?4',‘1-;:; R ”dg‘ﬁ‘" 7%V ‘
& Tiic cepair, é ’%_‘3;
&, indelai; o 30?&,57%;‘}@?)

M.R.0, 1-B2,400—2¢-13 S

MADRAS RECORD OFFICE.

- Government of Madras.
1 /A e DEPARTMENT.

¢.0. No. / (} 74 Press

Mis. |

R S—

Not to be folded or rochhly‘hatjd‘le:q.



Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Depariment,
17tk November 1870.

No. 86. Read the following letter from the Honourable the Colonial Secretary,
Colombo, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated
Colombo, 20th October 1870, No. 52:—

I am dirccted by the Governor of Ceylon to transmit to you, for the information
of the Right Honourable the Governor of Madras in Council, copy of a report by the
Principal Civil Medical Officer and Inspector-General of Hospitals in Ceylon, on the
origin and progress of the present outbreak of cholera in this island.

——n,

From the Principal Civil Mecdical Officer and Inspector-General of Hospitals in Ceylon, to the
Honourable the Colonial Scerctary, Colombo, dated Colombo, 28th September 1870, No. 334,

I have had the honour to reccive your letter, No. 253, of the 28th July, transmitting to me
copy of Proccedings of the Madras Government, dated the 9th July, No. 850, on the subjeet of cholera
in Southern India, and requesting me to report on the origin and progress of the present outhbreak
in Ceylon.

2. In explanation of the delay in forwarding this report, I have the honour to state that
I awaited the receipt of the report, called for from the Colonial Surgeon of Jaffna, on the result of his
visit of inspection down the central road from Jaffna to within a few miles of Dambul and on his
return, striking off at Mattakachehee along the road to Mannar, which is frequented by the cooly
immigrants proceeding from the coast to the interior of the island.

3. This report, with its explanatory maps, is now attached, and it affords a full detail of the
origin and progress of cholera along the contral road traversed by coolics on their way to the
interior of the island, and on their return to the coast.

4. It also ﬁguliy settles the question as td-¢ke orfgiu of dlie Jdiscase, whick Las Scen reccully
raised by the Government Agent for the Northern Province.

5. The letter of the Sanitary Commissioner to the Indian Government, dated 1st July, No. 695,
clearly states ¢ that cholera Lad becn prevailing in the Southern Districts of India for some months
past.

¢ The discase became general in Tanjore so long back as October and November 1869. It then
extended to Trichinopoly and Madura Districts, and, lastly, to Tinnevelly.”

6. It had, moreover, prevailed in Tuticorin, in a minor degree, from 25th April.

7. With these statements, and the facts brought forward by Dr. Ondaatfe, no reasonable doubt
can remain that the cholera which appeared in the north of the island and extended itself along
the central road even as far as Matalé and Kandy—spreading, in a few instances, laterally to
Anuradhapura and some neighbouring native villages, as reported by the headmen, locating itself
in some of the bazaars, where the in-coming coolies we.e in the habit of resting, and thence regur-
gitating backwards *o Davipatam by means of gangs returning to the coast contracting the discase
at the halting places resorted to by the infecting gangs recently arriving—had its origin in the
Southorn Districts of India, and not in Ceylon.

8. The first cases reported at Matalé were coolies picked up on the road while proceeding
towards the interior of the island on the 19th and 20th June, and the two first cases which occurred
in Kandy were two Canarese, also on their way to the coffee districts, who were found in a state of
collapse in the cooly shed at Mahayawa, at a distance of a mile from the town on the 12th June, both
dates being from nine to sixteen days subsequent to the first cases reported along the central road.

9. The discase extended in Matalé and in Kandy to the inhabitants; but, although very fatal
in its results, it Jimited itself to a comparatively few cases in both towns, and can no where he said
to have assumed the form of an epidemnie.

10. 1 have attached a table showing the dates of the first and last attacks, and the number of
cases and of deaths at all the stations where it has made its appearance.

11, Independently, however, of such cholera as appeared in the Northern and Central Pro-
vinees in connexion with the immigrant coolics, and which has been traced to India, the discase
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arose spontaneously in a small cluster of villages in the neighbourhood of Galle, as noticed by the
Sanitary Commissioner in the 3rd paragraph of his letter.

12. The first case brought to the knowledge of the authorities—for T suspect other cases had
occurred previously but were not reported—was a Singhalese woman on the 16th May, at a exua“‘
village named Callawelle, one mile to the north-east of Galle. The diseq¥e rapidly exiended itselt
to the small villages in its neighbourhood, within a radius of three to five wiles, but did not euter
Galle.

13.  Thirty-three cases in all were reported, of which twenty-two died, and the last case
occurred on 2nd July,

14, T am unable to offer any explanation of the origin of this small outhreak. The people
were mostly Singhalese of the Washer caste. There is no evidence of its having been brought to
the locality, and it confined itself within a small limit,

15. There were local causes in abundance
emitting volumes of sulphuretted hydrogen fro
met with all along the seaboard of the Souther
health,

16.  The next appearance of cholera in the 8
return from the festival at Kattregam.

17. 1 have received no report of the health
were frec from discase during their
Kattregam.

18. It was on their return that cholera appeared among them.

19. There is no evidence to show whether the diseasc broke out gpontaneously among them, or
whether it was brought to the spot by

pilgrims proceeding there from the coast of India and the
norvi of the ialand; bat W prevailod wuong l'nem;'lthough Dot in a very scvere fgrm, the whole way
from Kattregam to within a few miles of Colombo. It was conveyed, in a few ir’xstanccS, to tho
residents of localities through which the procession passed ; but I believe that the preservation of
the public health on this occasion was mainly due to the extraordinary cfforts made by the autho-
rities, and the precautionary sanitary measures adopted, to prevent the spreading of the disease in
the neighbourhood of populous towns,

20.  The first case reported to the authorities occurred in the district of Ilambantota, whefe,
between the 14th and 30th July, nine cages occurred, all of which proved fata) ‘ ,

21, As the procession advanced to Tangalle, five cases were reported from .tha.t station between
the 17th and 20th July, of which four wore pilgrims and one aresident of the place.  Of these five,
two died. . |

22. At Matara, the next important station on their road, eleven cases were reported between
the 22nd and 25th July, of which nine died. These were all pilgrims, an,d ,sevm were females.

23. The next report came from Galle, where sixteen cases were reported from the pilgrim
cawp, which was not allowed to approach nearer than 4} miles from the town,

24. Of these, the Medical Officer states that five were treated in g hospital shed crected
on the site of the camp, three died and two recovered. Two were treated in the verandah of a non-
cceupied house, near which they were found lying.

25.  Five surreptitiously entered the town and died there, aml the remainder died in the camp.

26. One resident of the town, a Singhalese, contracted the disease and djed.

27. 1t is highly probable that many other cases vecurred along the road which escaped the
kuowledge of the authoritics.

28.  Asthe procession left Galle, they halted at a Moor village named Gintota, -4} wiles on the
Colombo road, and here the discase was conveyed to the residentas.

, in the shape of filthy compounds and stagnant pools,
w decaying cocoanut husks; hut these evils are to lf"
n Province, without apparently prejudicing the public

outhern Province was among the pilgrims on their

of the pilgrims during the festival itself, and they
progress from Colombo through the south of the island to

29.  Two cascs of choleraic diarrheea occurred on the 27th July, and on the 20th nine cased
of true cholera were developed, and a little epidemic of cholera and choleraic diarrhea was

established among the residents of that village, which lasted to the 1uth Aungust, when the last case
was reported,
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30. One hundred and nineteen cases occurred between the 27th J uly and 19th August, of which
twenty-seven proved fatal.

31. This small outbreak was entirely due to contagion conveyed by the pilgrims, the low sani-
tary condition of the place encouraging the rapid development of disease. Like Callawelle, the
village is surrounded by stagnant pools of water in which the husk of the cocoanut is left to decom-
pose, emitting a most offensive odour.

32.  As the procession advanced towards Colombo, the disease began to exhaust itself. Twenty-
one cases were officially reported by the Medical Officers appointed to accompany them, of which only
five died, showing that amelioration in the intensity of the attacks, which generally occurs as the
disease dies out.

33. They were detained for forty-eight hours at'a distance of eleven miles from Colombo ; and,
a9 no fresh cases occurred among them during that time, they were permitted to enter the town, and
no evil consequences followed.

34. It remains for me now to advert to the other localities appearing in my statement in
which cholera made its appearance. ]

35. Colombo.—~On 15th June a prisoner, who had been confined for some time previously in
the Hultsdorf Jall, was attacked and died. .

36. On 17th June, another long-sentenced prisoner in the Welikade Jail, which is at a distance
of more than two miles from the Hultsdorf Jail, and has no communicaticn with it, was attacked and
died. -

87. On the 18th, a resident of Grand Pass, a Singhalese, was attacked and died.

38. Solitary cases continued now to occur in different quarters of the town at periods of a few
days from cach other, and having no possible communication with cach other,

39. Six more cases occurred in the Welikgde Jail on the 12th, 14th, 17th, 26th, 28th, and
30th July, respectively, when it ceased.

40. All the cases in the town were spread about promiscuously, the discase never locating
itsolf in any one quarter, with the exception of one large compound in Sea Street, in which a number
of cattle were kept tethered day and night, and the grounds were filthy to a degree.

41. This compound was surrounded by small miserable huts inhabited by Moors »nd Mala-
bars. DBetween the 13th and 26th August eight cases occurred, six of which proved fatal.

42, The 29th August is the date of the last case reported in Colombo, and betwcen that and
15th June, the date of the first case, twenty-nine cases were reported, of which twenty-three died.

43. It cannot be said to have been epidemic at any one period. Cases occurred in every
quarter of the town, and in not one instance could any direct contagion be traced. They were all of
a very severe type, and the deaths were generally rapid. The appeardnce of the disease in the two
jails is altogether mysterious. In both instances it was controlled by the greatest attention to
sanitation, a lavish expenditure of disinfectants, the immediate segregation of the patients (in the
Welikade Jail each case was removed at once without the walls), and the destruction by fire of every
article of bedding and clothing which had been used by those infected.

44. In Badulla, twelve cases with nine deaths occurred between the 6th and 28th J uly.

45. Tt is more than probable that the disease was conveyed to this station from Kandy.

46. At Batticaloa, nine cases with five deaths were reported. The disecase, in this inssance,
was clearly traced to two travelam men who had just returned from Badulla, where it was then

vailing. o .
b 47. At Kurunecala, a fatal case occurred on the 30th June. The individual had arrived

v 7 rious ttack.
from Kandy only two days previous to the a : )
” 48 1{ fow cascs were reported in the Peninsular of Jaffna. Between July 6th and Augnst

25th, twenty-three cases were reported, of which cleven died. . . .

49. The discase became established in a village called Vertettivo, situated thirteen miles to the
east of Mannar, where thirty-scven cases occurred among the residents between the 12th July and
26th August; of these, twenty-three died.

“}
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Department,

rd
50. At Pesalle, the port at which the Immi

grant coolies arrive from the coast, the residents were
attacked. The first two.cases, however » e Tom

» 88 reported by Mr. Ondaatfe
a resident of the place was seized on the same day,

51. 1 regret to state that cholers continues to prevail at Pesalle, forty-
reported from the 23rd June to 21st September, the date of wy latest report,
have died.

52.  Although the disease visited ever
has shown no disposition to spread; the totg)
disappeared, with the exception of Pesalle, w

53. Since commencing this report, I h
to the effect that it has again made itg app

54, A reference has been made to ¢

8ix cases having been
Of these, twenty-five

Y province in the island in
number of cageg bave he
here it still continyeg,

cluding its chief towns, it
en few, and it has now entirely

ave received a communication from the Cblonial Secretary
carance near Batticalog,

been very fully recorded in Mr, Ondaatfe’s report, to which I have the honour
tion.

——

STATEMENT showing the stations where cholera has appearedy the nymp,
deaths which had occurred since the b

cgianing of the outbreak 16th May last
—_*‘"M -
~ _—
Provinces, Stations. Date of first | Date oflagt | No. of No. of
_,f‘,ttmk' | attack, cases. |deaths, Remarks.
T— e ——— e -
Galle ... ... ... May 16,
Do-lslecond outhreak on ‘y July 2. 33 22
the pilgrims... ... |July 21,
Do. Gentota, ... .. ’ y29. Au’g’ %Z} 1%; 14
Southern... .., 4 'Hambantota, T I V'Y July 30. 9 28 P
Tangalle ... ... . 11, w20, 5 g Pilgrims.
Matara. .. .. DU O DT R Do,
Pilgrims on Colomlo ’ 9 Do,
( Mroad from Galle ... s 25, , 27 6 9
amnar ... ... . |Junel. S,t, i
Centralroad ... .| "~ 3 J?xll)y 1112 ig 24
Mannar road to Mata- ?
, achchee P
Northern... ... 3 Pesalle. T 7 Séf)t. gg i?) %O-
‘ Vertettivo ... . July 12, Aug. 26, 37 Qg
Jaffna ... .. 5 O 5 25, 23 11
) Anuradhapura .. .. |June 11, July 13 5 5
Western ... ... lColombo T S 1 Aug. 29 29 24
Kandy ... ... o 12, L 36 28
Central ... ‘Matald ... . e 19, July 23, 34 25
] ‘Badulla ... July 6. , 28 12 9
North-Western .. Kurunegala ... June 30, J\’me30 1 1
Kastern. .. -..| Batticaloa. .. - July 17 Aug. 4, 9 5

From W, C. ONDAATFE, Esq., Acting
and Inspector
August 1870,

: Colanial Surgeo
-General of Hospitals, Ceylon, da

n, to the Principal Civil Medical Officer
ted Colonial Surgeon’s Office, Jaffua, 30th

; and departure, to Allagamowa, o
Province, an extent of 102 miles, I have the honour to submit ne
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your letter of the 15th ultimo, the following report which

required by the concluding paragraph of whether cholera first appearéd among the coolies arriving

embodies the results of my inquirylasd‘fo
4 ing to, the coast of India. B N
ol t : ur instractions, I proceeded along the central f'oadt arrwlx:'lcghor; tho 22nd a};
- Airfablzh: g:int from which I commenced to prosecute my ngwiry, Wi ,
B N mstan i i de here indicated.
y ermitted, in the mode . . .
B e p trols. who have the earliest opportunity of seeing the C-hol-et
3. e o et uiry, the former being directed to produce their lists

: resent at the ing o .. k durin
patients, Wore ; et(imr?dr:zgt;zfts who had been attacked with cholera since its first quthbrea g
of the names of the 1m

age, sex, native
ar. I then ! wn evidence from them as to the name, age,
he present y proceeded to take down eviden s 5 Sk e
o tdilr.t' ttiZn of cach immigrant, and also as to the symptoms from which each suffered
country, and destina y

. . P to
i f inspection, which is here
1 the substance of my diary o : ich :
ts thus obtained from : e,
' . The'ls‘w;;;m::vera.l stations inspected by me 1n the course of ﬁe;:qapp}; e indicated it
aanexed, 7 he diary and the position of cach place where ¢ . A
tho mape atachel B L : de in the diary being shown by certain marks.

other places to which reference is ma points of this inquiry with the medical practitioners

5. 1 communicated also on the several

. this line of road. hee roads,
employed by Goverm;:rt‘tﬂ‘;: ﬁr;t cases of cholera, on the Central and Mannar Matakachchee

s e immigrants
b appialfu me day, the 3rd of June last, in three individuals, namely, two mmigra
a )
all occurred on the 8

t
: i Puttoocottay, on the coas
four coolies coming from
cms that a party of hee road, twenty-
and one patrol. Tt % the cooly shed at Periacatto, on the Mannar Matakache e
of India, took shelter 1n t the day referred to, on which day the patrol of the s 1te 1:V ttoocottay.
€ ! . ) utto s
-, the morning, as also one of the four coolies, a woman whc;] ﬁadczc;zlii goher rreakoet.
with cholera X1 ¢ eh a8 d’iscovered having clrobass symptoms on her w :i eVb Cih emo time.
named Camachy,bw oW £ the same day. 'The patrol, Periatamby, also gle la ous.nce tho beginning
i t o PO 1 d existed in the place s1
and who died 2 i £ the coolies no cholera had ¢ . infection, &
T Do ﬂ;e aniwa:o;)mlusion to be drawn is that they had communicated the in
ar, and the only . " »
of the ye hich is strengthened by the following fac 4av and in the same month, tho
conelusior o 1; t cage on the central road occurred on the same day ¢ a fomale jmmigrant who
8, The first ca 1 136 miles from Jaffna, in the person of a fe N
t Marudenkeedaveli, ! lieve that these immigrants, as well as those
3rd of June, 2 . ing coolies. Thisleads me to believe
f a gang of in-commg

0 d the same infected locality, one
; i ravh, had all come from one an

o in the preceding parag , y
referred to 1 p p

- ther. : i tween the
party being in advanci (;ix;:)}elzr(;d at Teempanne, 1284 miles from Jaffna (intermediate betw
9. Cholera nex ‘

e e in-coming immigrant, a
. on the 4th of June. The patient in this caso also was ?:11 ltrllufson;exgn decisive thab
two last SmtlonS){ £ the same place in India, Puttoocottay. It wou joned, namely, Put-
mason, and 3 native 0 din all the foregoing cases from the locality above mentioned, '
1

pine miles from Manuar,-on

the disease was importe

i schi , and another,
tooen 83" the 7th June, an in-coming cooly from Salaputty, near Trichinopoly
10. On the ’

46 miles from Jaffna, but
ith cholera at Allagamowa, 1
. ang, were attacked wi th. The appearance
belonging to tho szm:ni Wgrc able to proceed to Kandy on t%;e 11thﬁ0f :h:;!:;‘; patrol who attended
they both recove.fe ; tion led to the infection being comn.rmmcated, 1:5 ,h <. and then to his Wife
of cholera 2f thlﬁ N d next to a little girl who lived in the patrol’s ouse,
>n the sick coolies, an Ead case proved fatal. . a, a principal
fn all these three cases, the dis £ clfolera was at Matakachchee, 1063 miles from Jalffnt " a,pMoorish
11. The next appearancedo t-going coolies meet. The first case here wasd’? ) o semtgrant
oming and out- . icles the night preceding to I
1d certain articles 1 .
ived 1 aar and who had so d on the same day.
girl, who hve;l1 :111 tttl::x\biirived She was attacked on the 1'1th Jt\lmi,o?z‘}lhify who was living near
zoolics who ha ' i3th in the bazaar at this station ; tha )
; th in a road
Another ¢35 OCC“Z';CdﬁO;‘t t}laial case appeared. A third fatal case occurred on the 13
the bazaar where the ur

cooly, who also lived in the bazaar.

station where the in-¢
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12.  The bazaar people, and the immigrants who halt at Matakachchee, resort to g stream
which issues from the tank in the place, and which rung close to the road, for the purposes of bathing,
washing their clothes, and for providing themselves with water for drinking and cooking., It is
therefore, most probable that the contagious poison was communicated, in thege instances, eit ;
the water so indiscriminately used, or by intercourse with the ¢ ’

oolies,
13.  Another instance of infection appeared, on the 13th J

coolies. They were employed for some time on the centra] road where cholers, had broken out since
the 3rd instant, lodging in the bungalows occupied by the coolies. They had been in perfect health,
till two of them were attacked with the disease when returning to Mannar, at g Place called Cally-
cattocaddo, which is about eight miles distant from that station.

14. One died, and the other recovered.

15. On the 14th of June, a case occurred at Osylancolom, 8% miles from Mannar, in the
person of a woman named Cavenpay, an out-going cooly, who died in the night. She wags a,ccox’npanied
by about six coolies, who had been travelling through the infected cooly stations,

16.  On the 14th June of a gang of fifty coolies coming from the coast of India, one was attacked
with the disease at a place called Kalaar or Chetty

Colom, about twelve miles from Maan Colom
(forty-three miles from Mannar), to which station the

. Patient wasbrought, He died on the same day.
17. At Marnden Colom, 117 miles from Jaffna, the first cage oceurred in an in-coming cooly

who was admitted into the hospital on the 15th J une, and recovered,
18. At Mehintale, 1194 miles from Jaffna, on the 15th J une, an Arab trader and 3 cooly girl

coming from India were attacked with cholera and were attended by the medical practitioner and

recovered.

19. On the 16th June at Matakachchee, two immigrants from the coast were brought by their
friends to the hospital and given in charge of the cangany and patrols ; one of the patients had
come from Palamcottah, and the other from Maﬁﬁangy. Both cases proved fatal.

20.  Four other cases were also admitted on the 17th J

India. All of them had been seen by the medical practitioner, who gave me this information,
Three of the cases terminated fatally.

21, On the 18th June, at Rambave, 112 miles from J affna, two fatal cases occurred among the
in-coming coolies. Both were found dead on the roadside, and their names, and whence they had
come, were ascertained from the mother and wife of the deceased.

22.  Another fatal case occurred in an immigrant from the coast at Guleolom, 1254 miles from
Jafina. The patient was seen by Mr. Fretz, Superintending Officer of the Roads, who gave me this
information.

23. Onthel8thJune, at Alagamowa, a cooly coming from the coast wag seized with the diseage,
and was treated in hospital and recovered on the 21st instant, and proceeded to a coffee estate
named Nagalwatte, in Matald.

her by

une, in a party of three Telegraph

24, The disease next appeared, on the 20th June, on the Mannar road at Pulliadurakum,
twenty-three miles from Mannar, among an in-coming gang of fifty coolies,

natives of Puttoocottay
and Perrambacudy or Carambacuddy, in Sevasinghy, near Madura, Two were attacked and
recovered. ’

25. On the 22nd of the month, at the same station, of a gang of thirty coolies coming from
Wellasally, on the coast, a girl aged 12 was attacked and die

d. Herbrother, who accompanied her,
gave the patrol this information,

26. At Pesalle, on the 23rd June, two out-going coolies were seized with the disease,
and the other recovered and proceeded to the coast.

27. The disease appeared on the centra] road, at Terupanne, on the 23rd J une, in two coolies,
who came from Salaputty and N erraoor, near Trichinopoly. One died.

28.  On the same day, at Matakachchee, an in-coming cooly was carried affected with the cholera
to the shed by some of the gang and given in charge to the cangany. The case proved fatal.

29. On the following day, 24th June, & child was found dead close to the station supposed to
have died of cholera, ,

, one died,

une ; the patients were immigrants from
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30. On the 24th, at Marudenkeedaveli, two Moorish traders from India were seized with the
n 4 ’
: . i ¢ on their way to Matalé.
&seasi am(i:)dl:lt 2'1"7}:?03:1?: x::mth an iZ-coming cooly was found dead at Maan Colom, supposed to
3. On ! ,
ave £ ((;f czllf:e::x;le day, a Singhalese, who was returning from Anuradhapura, was seiz?iddviﬁgh the
' 32. 1111 1o Ma.r’oo dencuda, and was brought to the hospital at that sta..tlon, and died. .
dlseasgonct) etl};(;azsth two coolies coming from the coast, and both of them natives of Sevasinghy,
. On ’ . . _ ‘
: dmitted into the hospital at Terupanne with the ‘dlsease, but recc‘)veredh - bad chofbrais
were a4 mlAt Pesalle, on the same day, a cooly, who landed from the Brig Reheymain,
34. e ) ! .
diarrheea gnihre;:;;rzll‘;i-mad on the 29th June, at Kombensange Colom, eighteenmiles from Mannar,
35. Onthe ’ . ‘ ' .
1 case occurred in a cooly who was coming from the coast. ) b-g0ing cooly was seized
e On the same day, on the central road at Marudenkeedaveli, an oul-going
36. On the ’

i i the 30th. . ‘ . ‘
it ;hdga,tl?: :a(xixi:il:; a,t?l‘erupanne a cooly girl coming from Sevasinghy, in India, was attacked
37. n ] s
o 1‘;’6800"81‘9‘:1'13 same day, at Matakachchee, an jmmigrant coming from Mannar was found dead near
n y
) i i lera.
i It is supposed that he died of cho . . '
the 1313 . z)n llzile 221(118 J uf;) at Marudenkeedaveli, two immigrants coming from India were attacked
. n s
i 1 died, and the other recovered. o .
Wlth;ge dl(:eat?ll 32;2 d:y at Alagamowa, the next station, an immigrant cooly vlvla,slt;rto}rghttmt;o
L trom : " , On the instant,
i i d proceeded to Kandy. On
i tance of two miles. Herecovered, an
hosl;lt&l frl;zl;:a%;znma cooly coming from the coast was attacked and recovered, and proceeded to
at the sa s |
Kandy. , 5 C inetesn miles from Mannar, on the 27th July, a cooly coming
1 ange Colom, nineteen mi \ ] .
P tKOI:IE'f)EZd %lea.d on the road. He belonged to a gang of fifty coolies, w;uz lgadh:lgp;i ;1;
fom }:h:; ‘:;3'9 :::ious night. From the deceased’s appearance, there was no doubt that he
the shed the p .
of cholers. licited during the course of my inquiry, it appears
tatement of facts, elicite i
" Froncll thi: :.oziiu:t that cholera had not existed on the Ma,nn.ar and cefxtraldrom;s Eretvﬁe
beyond the Sh'ado(;v of June last, when the disease first appeared, having been intro .uce amy e
ou o B thu‘l' sa{vho had come from India from a place called I’u‘ctoog_otta,yt,i suflcesswe gang
i i e ’ 3 - 3 .
immigrant 00;) : ropagating the infection 1n the several stations above men o;{e o Offcer. that
they movel wone also, from the records kept at the port of Pesaille lfy the Hea . : ,e hat
43: o app'ears’.lune’were very numerous, no less than 8755 11.nmlgran.ts havmdgi arriv 1
the amv:ll]s d;:u;fa.velling in detached parties, became the mcans of introducing the disease along
t month, wio, > i
fhe le line of road leading to the Central Provmf:e. ‘  cuiokls move on o the
the whole .+ also a fact that the coolies, on their arrival at the port, quickly on bo the
4. It .13 3 :or them; and, from what I have ascertained, 1 find that some of tI}em h t\lzlz eort
slations Pl'OVIdet l:achchee; 5 distance of fifty-two miles, on the third day. They arrivea y ti i,
able to re-':w]_1 Ma ad health ’but with the disease in a state of incubation ; a.md, ag they procele on i "
pparenty d ve o,ften by hasty stages, the cold and damp of a jungle countx;y, ; e:f;;iter
yourney, I.’el‘form‘f ht l'v};ithout protection against malarious influences, unwholesom:t ;1)0 d?J iw Wm’,
the roadile X l', ess. these and such like causes tend to develope the germs o e 1s<;mm ith
absencehOf . claelizaltliiy ir;lpregna.ted and which breaks out generally at periods, varying .
which they are ,
1 ival in Ceylon. . o .
to five days }(:f .thi:l a;r:xll:acol;ies tho suffer from cholera, during their journey, mfectt :}x;t_ (;)ir;;‘ :z:
o edltlartien whom they meet on their way, but the bazaar people also ah. o ibrent
passengﬂ: alrll'ch they arrive whereby they create, as it were, so many centres from whic
S ’ i tbreaks, into the province.
1 road, by successive outbreaxs, . .
Spl‘e&:g fmIn}ifll(;et;]:ztr:f coolies ryeturning from Kandy, a very small proportion, amounting to only

four in number, Were affected with the disease (out of an aggregate of sixty-three attacked), having
‘our In N .
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N~ i,

e
become infected on their journcy by intercourse

8, among whom the first
outhreak on the Mannar and central roads occurred so early as on the 3rd J une, in which month
the largest arrivals from India took place, as already stated.

47. T would further observe that coolies returning from Kandy,
their in-coming fellow-countrymen, whom they meet with on the road
mix, are not unlikely to carry with them t

with the in-coming immigrant

receiving the infection from

» and with whom they freely

he sceds of the disease to their native land, which may
account for the fact of the cholers having appeared at Davipatam amon

Pesalle, the disease not existing at the time at Davipatam.
48.  From inquiries T made at Mannar, from the oldest inhabitants of the place, it appears that
cholera was introduced among them originall

y by natives of India crossing over to Talamannar,
whence the tappal formerly passed over to Tinnycuddy, in Ramisseram and Tndia, Passengers to

Ceylon came by the tappal boats by the same route, as also pilgrims from India, by whom the discase
was brought into Talamannar, whence it spread to Pesalle and to the town of Man
Vengala and other places on the mainland, Mr. Bulner, who was Sub-Collector at Talamannar from
1849 to 1859, informs me that it was the general belief that the Indign coolies and pilgrims wero
instramental in importing this fatal diseasc, Gangs of coolies first commenced to come over to
Ceylon in 1837, Mr. Bulner recollects that in 1843 cholera first made its appearance at Talamannar
with the immigrant coolics proceeding to Kandy,

: : » and that it prevailed subsequently in an epidemie
form. Coolies had been passing backwards and forwards through Mannay for upwards of

but no measures were adopted for their Protection till 1862
organized by Government,

g the passengers from

nar, passing on to

thirty years,
, When the immigration service was

olera Commissioncrs, dated 15th
ways, *‘ Year after year has sickness been intro-
illage has died out, or been so reduced that only

ome distance on each side of the. Mannar Mada-
ing a degert.”

CApal 1867. 1 quote his own words. Mr., Twy .
duced by the immigrant coolies, and village after v
one or two families remain, apd the country, for g
waratchy road in the Mannar district, is fast becom

50. T must confess that I regard with some degree of surprise that any question should have
been raised by the authorities in India ag to the importation of cholera into India from Ceylon, when
1t is universally acknowledged in this province that the disease is brought from the coast of India,
the birthplace and head—quar.tersv of cholera.

51.  The Cholera Commission appointed by His Excellency the Governor on the 3rd March
1867 to inquire into, and repoit upon, the causes which led to the outhreak of cholera in the J affna
Peninsula, after an extended inquiry express themselves in the following termg: « We have established
beyond doubt the facts of its having been introduced into the Peninsnls from India, both directly by
sea and more circuitously by the central road, and of itg having spread from village to village by
human intercourse, thus confirming the opinion, now generally entertained, respecting the transmis-
sibility and mode of propagation of cholera,”

No. 87. OrpER THEREON, 17th November 1870, No. 1486.

Communicated to the Sanitary Commissioner.
(True Extract.)

Chief Secretary.
To the Sanitary Commissioner.

Exd. J. Wright,
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