


Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Depariment,
4th February 1870.

‘0. 38. Read the following letter from C. W. READE, Esq., Collecter of South
Aroot, to the Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George,
dated Chinna Balem, 11th January 1870, No. 9.

_ A few days ago, when on leave, I received the Procecdings of the Govern-
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had niot ‘quite resolved whether to take further notice of the matter, although the
accuracies or misrepresentations in paragraphs 9 and 10 of Mr. Blair's letter of the
ih Octobér, recorded in the said Proceedings, had not escaped me, and certainly
emed {o demand notice at my hands. But since rejoining the district, I have
seived the original of the enclosed letter from Mr. Gribble, in which he distinotly
ntradicts the statement made by Mr. Blair, apparently on the autherity of
¢. Norfor, * that Mr. Gribble, Assistant Collector, arrived afier three-fourths of the
uigrants had embarked in the Eugenir, and that © no Assistant was present when
3 Anna embarked her emigrants,” and, further, that ¢ on nelther oecasion weve the
:n examined as to what money they had in hand.”

5. The report made to me by Mr. Gribble on the occasion was only verbal,
d T merely gave the substance of it in my memorandum of the 7th September, but
ctainly I never disputed its correctness, as Measrs. Norfor and Blair have done in
marked a maner. I specially deputéd Mr. Gribble to procsed on board, aund he
.p.‘.aﬁg:ﬂj directed to ascertain what money the emigrants had taken with
un, as 'was the practical test of the system I had adopted im correction of the
ases connected with the advances; and the result, as informed to me by
-. Gribble, was neceesarily very satisfactory, und was, therefore, mentioned in my
smorandum in illustration of the change effected ; and Mr, Gribble having now
me forward in his own defence, aud corroborated what I stated on his authority,
aust leave to Government to determine what further notice ought to be taken of
-, Blair's remarks in paragraph 10 of his letter, closing with the strange assertion
at “ no examination took place at all,” as gathered by him from Mz, Norfor's
tement.

3. I have not seen any part of Mr. Norfor's correspondence on this subject, but
210 have written to Mr. Blair as described by the latter, it appears to me that, in the
o of facts now reiterated on Mr. Gribble’s personal declaration, Mr. Norfor should
oalied upon to retract and to explain 80 serious & misstatement reflecting on the
deacy of my report made on ’f’ffﬁ?ﬁﬁ'ﬁ;{i‘tmw knowledge of what had
ually passed as'regards both emigrant ships, the Fugenis and Anna. '

4. Ihave no wish to re-open a discussion which has exposod me to some
vlensantness ; at the same time, having occasion to address Government in
yport of my Assistant, Mr. Gribble, it is incumbent on me to notice another part
Mr. Blair's letter where he speaks of tho recruiters or maistries receiving the larger
tion of the balance of monoy taken with them into the depdt by the emigrants,
{e paragraph 5 of Mr. -Blair’s letter, 3rd November 1869, No. 26-W,) and this
nion is apparently shared in by the Government, as noted in paragraph 10 of
ir orders under acknowledgment.
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. lam sorry I did not notice this point when inditing my memorandam,

because my attention was dirccted to it while in charge of the Emigration office,
and it was my impression also that it was open to the emigrants to dispose of their
- money to the maistrics or to any one clse as they might think proper after entering

the depbt ; but I was assured to the contrary- by the Committes, who informed me
Governmeuit, after the former had onoe passed into the deptt, and that they ocould
not afterwards get rid of their advances, and it was on this very ground that so much
opposition was made to my interference, and it was urged as a reason why the

emigrants’ alleged wishes to give their advance to the recruiters before they entored
should be complied with. :

6. If it really were, as at first supposed by me and as noy assumed by Mr. Blair
and Governnent, that an emigrant can pay to the maistry afier onee eatoring the
depdt, itclearly affords the strongest argament why such extortionate paymeuts should
not boallowed, or made beforehand under the direst sanction and countenanos of the
soveral authorities; forit is this which seams to me so ebjeotionable, and it supperts
my avowed resolve in the temporary protection of these ignorant people not to be a
perty toany sach flagrant abuse and injustice. It is onlyprovided that plyment by the
emigrants to maistries after entering the dopdt is impracticable, that I am able to
understand the motive of insisting on these payments being determined beforehand
in the presence of the varions emigration fanotionaries. For if the maistries’ olaims
can be satiefied at any time when the emrigrants are under lock and key, and without
authoritativo intervention, what, it may be asked, is the objeot of the inquiry by the
Committee beforehand, and why are all claims and dobts due by the emigrants
invostigated and formally adjusted before this solemn conclave of three officials, the
majority of whom are supposed to represent the interests of the men brought up to
be fleeced ? The whole Committee affair becomes farcical and objcctless to my view ;
but since the possibility of paying when once in the depét has been distinctly denied
to me personally by one of the Secretaries to the French Government, and by the
Fronch Emigration Agent Mr. Erny, I think it only my duty to correct the views
of my own Government and of the Madras Protector of Emigrants, which I am in
a position to do, on the high authority quoted, and I only regret that it did not
occur to mo to anticipate t at the supposed practico might be argued as a set-off
a sainst any practical results from what I had done; because if it were open to the
emigrants to pay the maistries at any time before embarking, interference beforo-
hand could clearly effect nothing beyond a mere pestponement of the evil, exoept that
the extortion and abuse would not have the sanction of authority as at present. But

I accepted tho statements made to me by the officers I have named, and I never |

imagined that the question would be raised. :

7. The abuses and losses to the emigrants under the system of advances having

Loen so fully exposed, it is to be hoped. f:hat nothing of the kind will bo authorized

- regard to native etigration to British Colonies, as suggested by Mr. Blair, in
order to place French and English Emigration Agency on an equal footing. Thero

ure interests other than the agencies which should be paramount, and with the

knowledge the Government have of the working of the systom with the French, they
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are not likely, I conclude, to sanction its adoption in regard to emigration to our
own Colonies.

m—

From J. D. B. GRIBBLE, Esq., Assistant Collector of South Arcot, to the, Collector of South
o Arcot, dated Cuddalore, m‘.\ Jauary 1670, No. 4. N

, paragraph ® of Mz, Blair's lefier, récorded in Goverament Order, No. 1645,
daudw.;&";emb: 1809,,-1“:.'0 the honoiir to inform you that Mr. Bl.dt ismmha. inhis
statement that I arrived after three-fourths of the emigrants had embarked in the Bugende. .

2. T was present in the Reocruiting office from the time the firat recruit was l;n.uterod, u::;xl

he 1 .t. had sppeared, and after they had embarked, I went on board, and myse mspeeted ;
e nts of the ship, and questioned a large number as to the advance they then had in hand.

(&)l:l:x;:l:m I reported to you that the majority of those I had questioned on board had from

soven to ten ruposs in hand. M. Blair, therefore, states what is not the fact, whea he mm{

“ i ion weve the men examined as to what money they hui in hand.”
that 3 on.:e;:;rmo:::;: that it does not appear to be usual to Yisit the. emigrants .on .bogrd. aod
s jed by Mr. Erny to the Hugenie he exprossed his surprise at my lmh_mg to cross
thoeg> m:‘w the occasion of my visiting the second-ship I went alone. I am, therefore, at s
the et ;n n:d how Mr. Blair isjustified in stating that ‘‘ no Assistant was present when Anna
:ﬁ:::d ;cr emigrants,” or that on neither occasion did an examinstion of the men take place.

No. 39 ORDER THEREON, 4th February 1870, No. 147.

i 1 i the Protector

ing letter, and its enclosure, will be communicated to .
f E:fl ; f:;:gowiti instn;ctions to call on the British Consular .Agent at Pondicherry
?or anygr:xpl;nation that he may have to offer on the subject of paragraph 3 of

Reade’s letter.
M o (True Extract.)

Acting Chief Secretary.

To the Protector of Emigrants.

Ezd. J. Wright.
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&att. of {1870} I adras.

PUBLIC,

To
Tux PROTECTOR or EMIGRANTS.

Dated February, 4¢k.
Heed. F IV R

———

G. 0., 4th February 1870, No. 147.

= e e ——-

FEBRUARY.
Nos. 38-839. -

X

A\

Forwarding & communieation from the Collector
of South Arcot repudiating certain statcments
made by the Protector of KEwmigrants n the
authority of Mr. Norfor, British Consular Agent
at Pondicherry, that the due and proper exuri-
nation of the emigrants per ships Engenie and
Anna had not lLeen made by the Assistant
Collector, as previously asserted by Mr. Reade,
with instructions to call on the British Coneulae
Agent at Pondicherry for su explanation.
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