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Proéeedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
: ' 31st October 1870.

No. 213. Read the following letter from the Officiatlng Under Secretary to the
Government of India, Home*Department (Public), to the Chief Secretary
to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Simla, 12th October 1870,
No. 4664:— IR

In accordance with the Resolution of the Government of India, No. 1 576, dated
the 1st of August 1860, I am directed to forward, for the information of the

Letter from the Government of Bengal, No. 550.T, dated (Government of Madras, the accompany- .
and Qotober 1869, with enclosures. o . h . i
Do. do, No. 1188, dated 4th April 1870, with enclosures, 1NZ COPY of the papers noted on the
Do. do., No. 8078, dated 9ih uhimo, do. . )
margin.

From the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Secretary to the Government of India, Home
Department, dated Soorce, the 2nd October 1869, No. 550-T.

With reference to your office letter, No. 3152, dated 9th July last, I am directed to forward,
for submission to the Government of India, the accompanying eopy of a communication, No. 587,
dated 13th ultimo, and of its enclosures, from the Inspector-General of Hospitals, submitting a
report on the question of training native women as midwives.

2. It will be scen that all the Medical Officers consulted on the subject are of opinion that it
is scarcely possible to introduce in any Government school or hospital such a &ystem of instruction
as would enable native women to practice midwifery with skill and suceess. -

8. Dr. Charles, Professor of Midwifery at the Medical College, seems to think that, with
four schools founded on the model of those at some of the capital citics of Europe, entailing an
expenditure of two lakhs of rupeef, something might be done to improve a little the class of women

- who practice as midwives in l\aquZiJ, and that even such-a costly schems woultd-lead to very limited
results. ' v

4. He says, however, that, should it be decided to make a small tentative experiment at the
Modical College, twenty Wwomen might be received at the institution maintained there for a period
of six months on an allowance of Rupecs 5 each per mensem, and placed specially under the tuition
of a Bengali woman on a salary of Rupees 15 per mensem ; but he strongly objects to the introdae-
tion of such an element into the Medical College as quite incompatible with the welfare of the insti-
tution, especially as the women to be brought in ought, in his opinion, to be young, so that there
‘may be some prospect of imparting to them even the most elementary instruction. In the opinion
of Dr. Charles, the idea of training a native woman who cannot read or write, and of qualifying
her, by means of scraps of fragmentary knowledge, to take the place of the medical man, is quite
chimerical. _

5., Dr. Chevers, Principal of the Mcdical College, concurs in the opinion expressed by Dr,
Charles a8 to the little prospect there is of obtaining any really important results from any attempt
that may be made to train up native womon as midwives. Although he does not anticipate any
great success from the experiment, he thinks six women might be maintained at the College Hospital
to be trained as nurses only in midwifery cases for a year. They would then become certificated
dhyes. . v .

6. Dr. Saunders, holding the sama opinion as Drs. Chevers and Charles as to the degree of
guceess to be expected from any scheme, differs little from the proposal of the former. L

7. The Inspector-General of Hospitals, admitting that the extent to which professional instrue-
tion can be imparted is but very limited, recommends that, as a tentative measure, six good dkyes be
attacincd to the hospital on Rupees 6 cach per mensem, who should receive a certain amount of
practical instruction, and be allowed to practice in the city, calling in medical aid in difficult cases.

8. 1t scems to the Licutenant-Governor that no attempt at elaborate instruction in obstetrics .
is contemplated by the Government of India, or is likely to succced. His Honour is of opinion
that all that is wanted to be done in the existing state of things is to send out into na.t'gve gbciqty

s largo a body of dhyes as can be procured, at a slight cost to tRe State, better tra:ined than those
who now act in that capacity, without any instruction beyond that of persenal experience and naﬁve ,

tradition.
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9. With the view of accomplishing this object, the Licutenant-Governor would recommend that,
ab cach of the large hospitals in Calcutta, the Medicd) College Iospital, and the General Hospital,
a class of six dhyes of middle age, on Rupees 6 cach per mensem,
in the female ward and reccive practical instruction in ordinary o
suthoritics of the hospital may direct.
nurses or midwives

be employed, who shall attend

bstetrics in such manner as the
At the end of six months, if fairly qualified to act as
in simple labour, they should receive a certificate from the College authoritics.
If any one has not acquired some moderate qualification in that time, she should be ser:t away, and
a.fresl'l one taken in, and, if people of any district choose to send up dkyes by public subseription
or private charity for instruction, they should also be veceived at the College Hospital.

10.* The Inspector-General of Hospitals has been, in the me
report, whether, at the Mitford Hospital or
opportunities conld not be afforded of instruct
from the Inspector-General of Iospit

antime, requested to inquire and
any other dispensaries or Mofussil hogpitals, similar
ing the dhyes. Pending the submission of this report
als, the Licutenant-Governor would recommend that the

sanction of the Government of Indig may be accorded to the scheme for instructing hyes in
Calcutta.

Bix dhyes nt Medical College Hospital, at Rs. 6 each... }:':f:) 1L The expenditure: which - the present
» w8t General Hospital, ot Rs. 6 cach. .. ... e 36

proposition involves is Rupeces 72 per mensem,
Tofal... 73 : :
— a8 shown in the margin,

———

From the. Inspector-General of Hospitals, Indian M

edical Department, to the Seeretary to- the
Government of Bengal, dated Fort Wi

iam, the 13th Scptember 1869, No. H87.

In answer to your Memoranda, * No. 1215, dated 20th July, and No. 1655, dated 315t Aneust
Lol - PP . ‘

returned, MU en howawith . inauiring whether training native midwives mizht not be
Ty T Rahd

attempted in Bengal, T have £l
) ) < 11¢ O 3
ation of His Honour the Lieuten ET hae o o Lot for the inform-

ant-Governor, that T have instity inaur
Deputy Inspector-(}eueral of Hospitals and Principal of the \Iedic]t oo indirics el the

ey T | al College, of which the anewers
‘) . / \ - .
2. The extent to which professional mstruction can be im

valuable if it could bé bractically carried into effect

3. Dr. Burr, Agency Surgeon at .
si.x or seven years. Several dhyes (six
gives lectures with &emonstration
reported favourably of thejr effici

4. As a tentative measure, I think g gimil
Obstetric Hospital at the College. T would recomm
hospital with g salary of Rupeeé 6 a month, and th
or Sub-Assistant Surgeon, with the assistal’lcc
be assigned to the dutjes of atte
in the city,

Parted is limited, still it would be

Jeypore, has had g class of this deseri

» I think) are attached to the Maternit
8 on working models. !

ency, and said they wer

ption in operation for
y Hospital, to whom he
They answer questions intelligently,
e extensively employed in the city.

ar plan might he trieq with advanta,
end that six good 4 yes should he
at they should recejve instrue

: of the models uged in the Midwife
| ndance in the wards, and t}
calling on the assistance of the

5. This will require g
dhycs have a high opinion o
strong prejudices in favour
But T trust Dr. Charles’ ene

Please return

and be

antage in the
attached to the
tion from the Surgeon
ry Class. They should
| at they should e encour :
Surgeon or Sub-Assistant
reat tact on the part of the P
f their own kil i, the man
of ancient customs, and
rgy and zcal will proye
the enelosures when g long

aged to practice
Surgeon in cascs of difficulty.
rofessor of Midwifery, as these native

agement of child-hirth, and the people have

agamst male interference oy this occasion.

equal to the oceagion,

Cr required,

From the Deputy Inspector-General o
General of Hospitals,
1869, No. 1765.

With refercnce to your Ne. 484-B, of the 0
forward, for submission to the Inspect
3drd instant, from the

£ Hospitals, Presidency Circle,

. . to the Sceretary, Inspector-
Indian Medical Department, dateq Fort bary, Inspeeto

William, the Och Septender

2nd of July, an
ot or-General of Hospitals,
Principal of the Medical Colje

d enclosures, I bave the henour to
a letter, ip original, No. 445, of the

&¢, 88 als0 a brief report from the Professor of
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Midwifery (Surgcon Charles) as to the cxpediency and practicability of introducing a system of
ingtraction in midwifery for native female pupils at a Government School.

2. T am of opinion that it is scarcely possible in any Government Medical School to introduce
such a system with a hope of so instructing women as to enable them to practice midwifery with
skill and success ; but this, I imagine, is not what is aimed at in the proposition submitted with the
Home Department letter of the 9th July last, No. 8152. I am under the impression that what
is desired in the Bareilly Female School is a plan whereby some of the ‘chicf outlines of the art may
be imparted to uneducated women so as to fit them for undertaking the post of nurse and midwife
on all ordinary occasions, and I am inclined to think that such instruction could be imparted to a
class of native midwives at the College Hospital in Calcutta without much difficulty, and that, posgi-
bly, the measure would be followed by a certain amount of success, especially if the superior
classes of natives would consent to accept the services of these certificated nurses.

3. I do not, however, think that it is advisable, in the present state of native society, to advo-
cate the cstablishment of a female school of midwifery, or of anything which shall attempt
through instruction, unless an educated section of the native community would, in the first instance,
take an interest in the matter and initiate the first steps of the movement. There can be no doubt
that large nunbers of women die in child-birth yearly, whose lives would be saved if we could give
them skilled assistance. The native mind, however, rejects the physician’s aid, as stated so empha-
tically by the shroff Luchmi Narain, but a great step would be gained could we induce respectable
native women of middle age to devote themselves to the study and practice of midwifery.

4. As a tentative measure, I advise that Dr. Charles shall be permitted to give instruc-
tion to a limited number of native midwives ; such instruction to be confined to a few brief
lectures on the structure of the pelvis and of the adjacent soft parts, a demonstration of the mecHan-
ism of natrinl labour, and advice regarding the general conduct of the lying-in room with the
after £:who wisk of the rick, ap@rt, huwwe,-, Srom medicut trentment ot wnich vney wouid, of course; |
be wholly"Inorant, the object being rather to teach the midwife the dauger of following her own
malpractices, than to fit the female pupil for midwifery practice. . ‘

5. All these women should attend the hospital for six months, and receive a certificate from
the Professor of Midwifery as a midwife and nurse at the expiration of that time.

From the Principal, Medical College, Calcutta, to the Deputy Inspector-General of Hospitals,
Presidency Circle, dated Fort William, the 3rd September 1869, No. 445,
In accordance with the instructions conveyed in your Office Memorandum, No. 1273, of the 26th
~ July, forwarding the documents marginally
Iﬂget‘;;f&xrﬁ‘g:ﬁ%fg‘aiﬁ’y’ from the Under 8earetary o404 upon the questior} of training native
Bengal Government Docket, No, 1315, dnser] 20th July 1869. women a8 midwives in this College, I have the ,
0ﬁ;‘lc:‘;gi-néegarfxrgémlxnasgf;t%ég?nems Memomuaun.],’ honour to submit, in original, a report on the
subject by Dr. Charles.

I fully coincide with most of the opinions expressed by Dr. Charles in this document.

I must confess to the greatest possible want of faith in the prospect of obtaining any really
important results from a measure of this kind.

The only midwives whose services arc of any value are—

1st.—Women, who, having received a sound and thorough medical education, are qualified to
take the place of medical men in the lying-in room. I believe that Madame Boivin
of Paris, was such an accoucheuse. Europe has not, I apprehend, produced ten
others eqﬁglly well taught and efficient.

2nd.—Women trained in lying-in hospitals as efficient nurses in the lying-in room fully
qualified to act only when a medical man is present, and safe to do no harm in the
absence of an accoucheur. Such are the most useful of the women who are certificated
a8 midwives in Europe ; they are valuable attendants, good nurses, capable of dealing
with minor difficultics, very unlikely to inflict misthief, but quite unequal to act in
cagses of serious difficulty.
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To attempt to introduce into this school, or into any dispensary in the Mofussil, a class of young
girls to be instructed as midwives is, 1 unhesitatingly believe, a tixinv'
Here and everywhere else the midwife i8 one of the most ObStiSi\te, prejudiced, and unteach-

able of human beings. T should altogether despair of being able to teachan ¢ ox})ﬂri'-‘!'CP‘l" native
dhye to abandon any of her mischievous practices ; but, although I should not anticipate any great
Buceess from the. experiment, I think it would be well to maintain, in the obstetric wards of this
hospital, on fair salary, a body of women, say six, between 30 and 35 years of aze, admitted upon
proof that they had worked as professional midwives.  Kor about a yc:;r thL;se w‘:)n;en should work

as nurdes, and they might, as Dr. Charles recommends, be specially instructed by a student
selected for the purpose. -

1 phink that women of fair intelligence thus
useful than the present class of native dhyes ;

quite hapracticable.

trained in our hospital might be somewhat more

they might at least bhe less actively mischievous.
}S:::;ﬁ- :}11:}11] ;xtrilvcxi)enmenvt l?e tried, it would be well to endeavour to convince thevlcuding mem-
: ative ommunity that they ought not to admit into their familics any but d4;es hold-
ing the certificate of this College. o e R0

While 1 feel it : : .
course l;shcsietitilrtwtljv bs:y teduty t}? 3;1 it my widisguised opinion upon this subject, I shall, of
_ ] ating 2vote my best encrgies to o . e e
Government may think it to entrust mo. g any experimcent of the kind with which the

The enclosures are herewith returned,

Brief Report on the education of Native Midwives Jor Bengal.
Although I have been only asked to report upon the education

ed t of native midwives in connexion
Range of sulject. with the Medical College, '

I have decmed it right to extend the

. scope Of my I‘Cmarks as thcr(’ are Mcu} 'eﬂ u. k © {)f ha n

L g o ALIHALAS, i i

any such tl‘&lﬁlllg school for women in the M edical Col’lel,"e; s Yo ju Ko ﬁllt;y regs ttrh\th s . ’ 8‘
and, to d rrard! rouyal. ﬂ)a,tt‘c‘r"\

1t seems right that the Government should h
ave a more e ie i
before them. I have to regret my inabili oty the sy OF the Anemion Dlaced

this .is the. last day I shall be in Caloutta, and the importance of the questi
consideration than I can enter into in-the time at my disposal dhestion
On my return from leave, sho :

Educational measures of a similar kind under Continen

Most of the Chief European Govcmm;ants, i

sums of money on training up women to act as midwi\:es, and have 1 s oxpend lrge

apart and supported by the State, at which this class receive instrue
‘At Berlin, St. Petershurgh, Moscow, Vienna, and Paris

considered the best models on which to found such schools ,

In Russia the land-owners sclect -

' . select women who are gent t

provide them with a subsistenee allowanco whil e Gore

o they are botng s rament Schools, and
. L) Y lng

shall return again to their own villages when have been declared ﬁte tzc;:;dé' ot arrange that they

: ' ctice,

tal Governments.

I have gone over thoge that may be

8 att i i 1
of women practising as midwives in Bengal. iR to improve o Httle the class
Believing the Government are not

. prepared to mect
which would lead to only such limited res o o ar

; &e expenditure for 5 sch
ults as those which might be expected to accrue shoel:?:

nt I_yvill Lot enter into any details with regard to such a
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4.—RBeasons why no training institution on an extended scale should be tn any large town.

It is very advantageous, under ordinary circumstances, that such training schools should be
situated in the midst of large centres of population ; that an abundant supply of labour cases should
be provided for the instruction of the pupils in the practical demonstration of varied circumstances
under which their art can be advantageously applied. In India there is so much objection to enter
a hospital devoted to the reception of women in labour, that much of the advantage of placing
such a school in a town would be practically not attainable, To counterbalance this, a system
would require to be organized of imparting to the women under training practical instruction in
the houscs of the poorer orders, and for this a town does not present so great advantages over a
thickly populated rural district as to counterbalance the disadvantages of another kind which are
connected principally with towns.

The class of pupils would be chiefly drawn from the very lowest class of midwives in retired
villages. This class is found to enter the ranks of prostitution with such fatal facility that, were
these institutions placed in towns, the numbers of women leaving their villages to be educated, and
preferring never to return to them again, would be so great as to constitute a real difficulty in
continuing to carry out the scheme.

5.—Small tentative experiment at the Medical College.

Should it be decided on to make an attempt to instruct a few women at the Medical College,
I would propose that twenty women should enter the school for a period of six months. They
might be allowed a subsistence allowance of Rupees 5 per mensem. .

One-half of these allowances might be paid by the Government, and the other half by Zemin-
dars who wished to improve the condition of their villages in respect to the want of trained midwives.

For practical instruction they would € p““'jf‘ in rotation for three hours daily on duty in the
hospital, one 11 Amgine ¢ time being on duty in es..), y o '

s . = Jfessor of Midwifery, the House Surgeon, and the Matron of the Hospital, possess only
such an elementary acquaintance with Bengalee that the share which they could take in instructing
this class would be but a very slight one.

I would propose that the Government should offer a scholarship of Rupees 15 per mensem to
the best student in midwifery, to be competed for at the end of the fourth year of study, and that
the holder of this prize should go over a short catechism of midwifery with the female pupils for half
an hour cach day. There should als¢' be attached to the class a Bengalee woman on Rupees 15 a
month (and a full hospital ration), who should be a permanent incumbent of the post, and devote
kerself to going over the subject of the day with the pupils at greater length. Besides this, a sum
of Rupees 15 might be provided, so that a stipend of Rupees 5 a month might be given in addition
to the subsistence allowance to the three best pupils, who would be used as pupil teachers to assist
the more backward pupils in their studies.

So far for this scheme in my capacity of obstetric physician to the hospital. I should fail,
however, in my duty as a member of the College Council, did I not point out that the introduction
of such an element into this Medical School as the one just described would, in my opinion, be quite
incompatible with the v;velfa.re of the institution. It is absolutely cssential that the women should
be young, if we are to succeed in communicating even the most elementary instruction to them.

What would be the result of bringing thus to Calcutta a number of young widows with the
limited amount of cxperience of the world to be derived in a country village, can to a certaip extent
be safely predicted beforehand ; whether yearly a number of these women would not prefer to remain
in Calcutta and elect the freedom of life they had here learned to appreciate ; whether a very fair
proportion of them might not be expected to return to their villages in a condition little likely
to enhance their credit for morality, are questions which, to a certain extent, affect the name of the '
college, and in a much more extended sense deserve the caroful consideration of the Government.
1 foel sure that the mere presence of this highly objectionable element in the school would act
injuriously on those of the vernacular classes who are resident on the College premises, and tend to
make them take their minds off their studies. The question in this light belongs more specially to
the Principal, and I leave its further discussion to him.
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6.—Further tentative experiments at the principal Civil stations.

Even ifit is decided to make a trial at the Medical College, it might seem advisable to see
what might be done in the same direction at some of the principal civil stations ; six of these might
be selected for this purpose, Dacca and Pubna being among the number. The Sub-Assistant
Surgeons in charge of the dispensaries might get an allowance of Rupees 50 per mensem for teach-
ing such a class, and probably Rupees 100 per mensem, besides sucha sum would cover the expenscs

of dieting patients, &c., required to carry out such instruction, and a subsistence allowance would
require to be provided for the pupils.

' ‘ 1.—Elementary nature of the proposed education.
Any .educz?txon Whlc}'l could be given could only be of the most elementary nature. On mentioning
to a native friend that it should be attempted to teach these women to read during

they rc;mained under instruct.ion, to enable them to refresh their memorics by referring to their
catechism, he laughed at the idea as visionary, If the women are really so s(u"»id and
1

the six months

. so ignorant
that in six months they cannot be taught to read a simple pamphlet, the amount of good they can

get by being trained must be extremely small. I would propose, therefore
standard, and to aim at nothing more than g very fragmcutary knowledge of structure, a very
general knowledge of natural labour, the means for rousing a ,

. . child from a st i snded anima-
tion, and for arresting post partum hemorrhage and like matters state of suspended anin2
Midwifery only in such a modified and restricted sense should be taught them. The whole

domain of ohsteric surgery in connexion with diffieult labours and that of obstetric medicine in

refo;ar('i to complications of labour should not even be touched on, and to call such women cducated
midwives would simply be a misnomer.

not to aspire to a high

8.—Limited results 10 be © vected Jrom i*
a arcaint of the ~~11g? "fmod exXperimeny yon

ta'ken not to l.>e l.ed away by the .lzmguage into confounding what is an cxtremely desirable result
with one that is likely to be attained to. The mortality among women in child bed is alluded to,

and the want of nurses, who shall be capable of saving life when prejudice prevents a medical man
from being called in, is brought forward.

L TEZG wding b

A. midwife, WFIO has studicd for two years in the Maternity Hospital in Paris, is liable to the
most severe penaltics should she fail in sending for a medical man if sh :

turns out to be one of difficulty or danger, and is not allowed 4o
gervices of a medical man are procurable,

¢ is attending any case which

perform any operation if the

These midwives are thorou i
. ' . ghly able to read and ;
and, from their previous education, have been trained to learn they hav ) e &

their work to as high an extent as they are capable of receiving instructior
in all the usual obstetric operations. As the French Government have
laws with the object of providing that thoy shall not attempt to usur
with which they cannot be safely entrusted, the idea of training a
or write, who has never acquired the power of learning,

¢ been speeially trained to
y, and have been exercised
been oblized to cnact harsh
p the functions of medical men,

native midwife, who cannot read

and who labours besid

. 3 besides under many other

disadvautages when ¢ rene ; y
advautages w ompared to a French woman, and fitting her by means of gera

i ing i f fragmentary
knowledge to save life by stepping into the place of a medic ps of frag
al man, m . s

chimerical. ay safely be regarded as

If we are contented with an aim infinitely short of this, and if we succeed in training a woman
who cag, act in the more simple emergencics which may occur, and who under circumstances that

she can do no good will abstain from doing the evil which she can he guarded arainst by no means
trivial, advance will be made, and towards t ainme : e - '
direct; é he attainment of this end our exertions should be

9.—Proposal to influence the masses of the people by mears of a pamphlet

A_ll tha.t can be done for many years to come in training midwives for
appreciable influence on the death-rate caused by child-hirth.
expected to result would depend on what the midwives we

would be their power of persuading the people to leay
room g0 fatal to many. "

Bengal will exercise no
A great part of the good to be
re taught not to do, their stronzest point
¢ off old practices which render the Iying-in
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With any pumbers of women who could be rendered useful in this way, the masses of the people
would remain uninfluenced, as their numbers render it impossible to provide midwives for the
masses. ‘ . - o

Under these circumstances, 1 conceive that a brief and concise pamphlet, pointing out the
danger they run by employing a tapdewani, the discomfort they may avoid by refusing to partake
of -ial and the fatal tendency of the close, damp authoor ghar now so universally used, and treat-
inJ of ;imila.r kindred subjects, would be of great use in awakening public opinion among m asses to
sei the danger of such old customs, and to lead them to abolish such evil institutions as those which
now surrounded a recently delivered woman.

No. 4975.
Copy forwarded, with the papers noted in the margin, to the Finan.cial Depart-
ment, with a recommendation that the
Public Proceedings of 10th July 1869, No. 127. Copy proposal of the Government of Bengal
of Qffs Hotem may be sanctioned.
(By order of the Governor-General in Counecil,)

Houe DeparTMENT, PUBLIC, (Signed) J. GEOGHEGAN, ’

SiMLA, the 20tk October 1869. Under Secy. to the Govt. of India.

From the Cfficiating Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Secretary to the Govern-
ment of India, Home Department, dated Fort William, the 4th April 1870, No. 1188.
In continuation of paragraph 10 of Mr. Eden's letter, No. 550-T, dated the 2nd October 1869,

i N icating the
b wafarence to your office docket, No, 5286, dated the 3rd December last, communica
::fcgéf, of ;ﬁ:nFinmycml Department t0 the vapunushuse, €Xputimsvmswsi, for tweive months, of

Rupees 72 per mensem, for the education of twelve nativ.e women in practical midw%fef-y at the
General and Medical College Hospitals at Calcutta, 1 am directed to forward, for submission fo the
Government of India, the accompanying copy of a letter* from the
Inspector-General of Hospitals, Indian Medical Department,
reporting on the proposed extension of the scheme to the Dacca M’itford Hospital fmd o.the.r Mofussil
hospitals and dispensaries. The Lieutenant-Governor agrees w.xth Dr. Murray lfl thinking that a
regular class, such as that sanctioned for the General and Me(.ixca,l College Hospitals, can o'nly be
formed at the: Mitford Hospital, and recommends, for the sarfctl(fn of the Governmex?t of Inflla,, the
experimental formation of a class of three dhy.es for tl‘lat institution, who should receive a stipend of
5 Rupees each per mensem while undergoing instruction. .

2. In regard to Mofussil hospitals and dispensaries, Dr. Murray suggests that, in many places,
now that medical pupils are attached to dispensaries, it might be possible to substitute for some
part of the cstablishment a dhye on 5 Rupees per mensem, to be paid from the dispensary funds ;
and, to encourage the attendance of lying-in patients, he proposes that gmall obstetric wards fshould
be provided, and a subsistence allowance of 2 Aunas a day given to each such patif:nt: A circular
has this day been issued to all Divisional Commissioners, requesting them to invite Dispensary
Committces at the larger stations, or where the Sub-Assistant Surgeon in charge is a man of supe-
rior qualifications, to consider this proposal.

» No. 1228, dated 22nd ultimo.

From the Tnspector-General of Hospitals, Indian Medical Department, to the Secretary to the
Government of Bengal, dated Fort William, the 22nd March 1870, No. 1228.
With reference to your letters, as per margin, on the subject of training native women as
midwives, I have the honour to report that the main obstacles in
No. 531, dated 2ad October 1869. 4} . vy of the scheme, a8 regards its introduction into Mofussil
» 2762, 9th December ,, )
hospitals, are—
(1) The difficulty of obtaining eligible pupils.
(2.) The reluctance of women to come to0 & hospital for their confinement.
(3.) 'The waat of accommodation for Iying-in cases.

- bk
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. a‘mi.’(;f Ogiiinri;:zv;f:}:z rep(ln'ts of Deputy Inspectors-General of Hospitals and Civil Surgeons,
Hompitele ot Orlemsts cai all' cbass, such as that s.anctioned for the General and Medical College
R attendan,ce fotl; y be formed at the Mitford Hospital, in the city of Dacca. To ensure
o regila otendanc 0 . ¢ women, .and to attract intelligent dhyes, a stipend of 5 Rupees
o allowed to ea..ch while undergoing instruction. As, from onc or other of tho

es enumerated, the formation of a regular class in other hospitals seems impracticable; for

these a different sch in 1 i '
e cheme, cheaper in its working and better adapted for minor hospitals, might be

3 . . .
o nfi\;hetw:z zlz:i);zz,:ntzder the immediate charge of a Civil Medical Officer, an intelligent
ol e Cuer theofn a.lﬁxed.sa.]ary of 5 Rupees a month, who should make herself
from baokes 1 the v “el;l‘a e patients, and receive instruction in midwifery, theoretically
snd practionly Opportunit, Ogc, as ‘those of }.Iccr Ashruff Ally and Unnoda Churn Kastogree,
her profession, the woman’s cyon o V.hen sum?lently qualified to carn a living by the practice of
another apprentice nurse. B tl;le o : ith the dispensary should cease, and her place be taken by
in two or three years a,;xd fg’cshls Bys e.m, every la,‘:gc Mofussil town would have attair e | midwives
Gspensary i Sufﬁdent.l h e accessions to their number would occur periodically. Where &
y flourishing to bear the charge, the stipend for the nurse and midwife might

be paid from its funds ; but i

. ; but, where it would be felt asal i :
bfe dispensed with, sceing that native medical pu il: i Ly G o ot
dispensaries. P

4. In order to afford faciliti
. acilities for practical instructi indi °
should be induced to resort to hospital for delivery, e owante of

2Armaaa da,y Ao thoy
. e thor gta,
tiie-native gentry at Zillah st

paid by Government, are now attached to

by the offer of a subsistence allowance of

there - e e e
azwnsr: ; suctceis in this direction would be greatly nramated i€ gome of
vaad T2Ke al &Cuir¢ 1ttt vow 3,0 wiC Luatter.

5. Want of accom 1
modat .
success cannot be expected wit::u:ctims general ; and, considering the class of women to be edueated,
of natural lbour, the goncral coes 1€ means o.f affording practical demonstration of the mechanisim
do not, however, consider this ;ﬂ uet 2 fthe lying-in room, and the after treatment of the sick. 1
where the schen,le isnot fa,vour:blifa;c:ge;:;u(;mlountable’ and, as the objection has been raised generally
° ed, Iam ini ; ; ing-i

wards exist, some arrangement can be made witho of opinion that, in most instances, where no lying-i®

. ot ut m i ivi 1
Committees, by providing a small room for the receptlilgxl i;‘ﬁz;:lgrlg oy rgeons nd Dispeniy
cases.

R Y

No.E?OSS, dated Simla, the 28t} April 1870
ndorsed by the Home Department. ‘

opy forwarded to the Financi n n
‘ C . ded to the Financial Department | i i
ito Tesolution, No. 2570, fatud o 1ot o e‘for consideration and orders, with reference to

accompanies, r last. Copy of an office note with initial orders

From the Secretary to the Gov
ernment of Bengal, Judici
Government of Tndiy. . » Judicial Department, to the Secretary to tho
° 307!118‘ India, Home Department, dated Fort William, the 9th September 1870,

With referenc
¢ to your letters noted on the margin, and to paragraph 2 of this office letter
aph 2 of this office lettcT,

. No. 1188, of i 0 nan

o, 8933, dated 7t - 1188, of the 4th A 7 i i

‘" s, a"e 22’;& J,:,’ 1870, overnor to f pril }84 » [ am directed by the Lientena t-
' Govern orward, herewith, for the information of the Govern-

ment of India, g ;
recorded by the Licutenant-Governor on the sub,;ect Z(;I)eyxt(;iz;' eslution which bas becn this 87
NN

women in practical midwifery to Mofussil hospitals and dispen ¥ oo seheme for instructing sarlt

8aries,

Resolution by the Government of Bengal, Judicial Department (Medical), dated Fort William,
the 9th September 1870.

Read the Proceodings of this Government, noted on the margin, regarding the sanction of the

Modical Proos. for Decs 1369, No. 48 Government of India to the fox:mation of a class of eight dh‘yes,

" ,, for August 1870, ,, 25 O Rupees 9 each per mensem, In the Medical College Hospital,

” w forduly w233 504 g class of three, on Rupees 5 each, in the Mitford Hospital at

Dacea, for practical instruction in the principles of obstetrics, with the view of providing efficient
midwives in both towns, in place of the present jgnorant class of dhyes.

Read also Proceedings in the Medical Department for April 1870, No. 3, requesting all
Commissioners of Divisions to invite Dispensary Committecs at the larger Sudder stations or towns,
whero the Sub-Assistant Surgeon in charge is of superior qualifications, to consider the proposal
of the Inspector-General of Hospitals for extending the scheme for instructing native women in
practical midwifery to Mofussil hospitals and dispensa;_ﬁes, and to provide an obstetric ward in each,
and to allow each lymg-in patient 2 Annag per diem as subsistence allowance.

The replies of the goveral Commissioners have been received, and are briefly to the following
effect :—

Orissa and Assam Divisions.—Sufficient means or inducements do not exist in these divi-
gions to admit of the proposed scheme being carried out in any of the districts.

Chota Nagpore Division.—The charitable Hospital Committees at Hazareebaugh and Purulia
agree to arrange for the instruction of one nurse for cach hospital in obstetric practice. They have
been advised, however, not to incur any expense for additional buildings to be used as obstetric
wards, until it is ascertained beyond doubt that women will resort to the hospitals for attendance in

labour. L ar iod in i ' b
- & <pgtna Ditrsor—The experiment will be tried in the Gya Dispensary. In the Patna Dispen-

gary it has been already commenced, & dhy © on Rupees 4 per mensem be.ing engaged, and a room set
apart o8 a lying-in ward. At the Sarun Dispensary arrangements are in progress for the employ-
ment of a dhye. The Arrah Dispensary has a dhye on Rtupees 5 per mensem, and also accommo-
dation for lying-in patients. At the Buxar Dispensary the scheme will be tried, and at the Mozuf-

ferpore Dispensary a dhye on Rupees 5 has been engaged. Lying-in patients already resort to this

Dispensary. . .

Cooch Behar Division.—The Committee of the dispensary at Julpigoree have a dopted the
proposal, and have set apart a room and engaged a dhye. -

Chittagong Division.—The Civil Medical Officer at Tipperah has found the .schfame unsuceess-
ful after a trial for the 1ast seven years. He, therefore, proposes tha,‘t ?th distriet should send
two dhyes at the municipal expense to be trained at The Mitford Hospitai, in order that they may
be licensed o practice in their own districts. The C?mmls.xsmne.r is of opinion that dispensaries
should bear the expense attending this measure, and, in this opinion, the Lieutenant-Governor
If the funds of the dispensary are insufficient for the purpose, the local officers should
aise a special gubscription.

Dacca Division.—The scheme will be carried out in Bux.‘risa.ul as soon as a properly trained
ayoman can be got. The Dispensary Committee should‘ not Wa:.lt for this, t.mt shoul('i endeavour to
train some intelligent willing woman. The scheme will l?e tried at the Silchar Dispensary, but
Joubts are cxpressed as to its success. No dispensary .ex1sts at Furreedpore, but a Mﬂhomedan
woman has been found ready to 0 to the Mitford Hospital to be t_aug?t_. The CommISSIf)Der sl‘muld
report how the expense of sending this woman to Dacca,' and nTamta,mmg'her there Wh'll.e training
can be met. It is stated that the project cannot be ca.med out. in Myme:'nsmg, as the Civil Surgeon
ig unable to devote any time to the necessary instruction. 1t is also said that dhyes should reccive
double the proposed wages, a8 it would be difficult to procurc a nurse for the amount, Rupees 5,

per mensem The Commissioner should state why the Civil Surgeon has not the same time for such

a, purpose as Medical Officers a

to carry out the scheme. e . .
Burdwan Division.—At Burdwan the proposal wiil be i+ied as soon as the Pilgrim ITospital

he Maharajah of Burdwan has consented to appoint 2 native nudwife.

coneurs,
oncourage the people to T

has been crected; andat Culnat

t other and much larger stations. At Sylhet it is found impracticable
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ment,
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Ooterparah has a pupil dhye and will sct apart a room. Scrampore I}as accot'nmodatlon, aY_I?dh:;
engazed a dhye. 1looghly has a dhye and two pupils. The cxpcrnnc'ut will also befr‘kr.t' )
Midnapore and Rutagor in Mysadul, the Zemindar of the latter place granting funds for constructing
a lying-in hospital. . '

’ ];ay s/m/tgl/e Division.—The experiment will be tried in the dispensarics at Ra‘]sl.mhyo, Meor-
shedabad, Rungpore, aud Maldal, in cach of which there is ample room for an obstetric ward. A
the latter place, however, doubts are entertained as to a sufficiency of funds. 1f these doubts are
well-founded, the proposal for a private subseription shoulil bhe carried out.

Presidency Division.—Mcasures

patients at Satkhira and Baraset, in the
the cxperiment a trial,

arc being taken to provide accommodation for lying-in
24 Pergunnahs,  The Krishnagur Dispensary will also give

Bhaugudpore Division.—The Dispensary Committees at Bhaugulpore, Monghyr, and Rajmehal
have also consented to try the experiment.

The difficulty generally anticipated is that of inducing women to go to the hospitals for confine-
ment.

The Licutenant-Governor is satisfied that, with earcful and judicious management on the part
of the local officers, Civil and Medical, and the hearty co-operation of the Dispeusary Committees,
this attempt to train wp a class of more reliahle midwives will sueceed, and will, by rendering
available a class of trained nurses, be attended with very material advautages, and do much to

nullify the evil which now exists from the malpraxis of a large number of utterly ignorant
women.

His Honour is also disposed to think that, with some encouragement from Commissioncrs and
energy on the part of the local authoritics, the measure might be extended to many, if not all, of those

dispensaries where the requisite capabilitics and means of training women exist, but where obstacles

of various deseriptions are now said to offer themselves, ® . e

"

The Licutenant-Governor lopes that every offort will be made at those dispensarics where the

experiment has been, or may be, introduced to render it suecessful by @ judicious treatment of the
women under training, and

&

a proper carc of, and attention to, the women who way resort to the
dispensaries and hospitals.  'The sueeess of the experinient will much depend on the mode in which

it is carried outat the commencement, and on the report taken back to their homes by the women
who are the first to seek the aid of the dispensarics and their nurses.

The Licutenant-Governor thinks that these dhyes, when sufficiently qualified, should bo
allowed to attend women in laLour at their own homes, the Dispensary Committee fixing a small feo
for all such attendances, and allowing a portion to the dhyes. When a dhye has Lecoiae qnualified,
and there is a likelthood of her leaving the dizpenzary to practice on Ler own account, an appreu-
tice should be admitted to succecd Ler it the fands of the dispensary can afford it Commissioners

i whose divisious the experiment is about to he tried, should carefully wateh its working, and repert
the resudt on the Ist Jane next,

—

Ouogr-—Ovderad that a eopy be forwarded to all Connnissioners for their information and
guidance. That aeopy be also forward-d to the Inspector-General of Hospitals for information,
with rveference to his letler, Noo (228 dared 2200 March IRTO. Also, ordered thut a copy be
subuitted to the Government of tudin, Hope Departivent, fur &

formation.

i
(By order of the Licutenort-Governor of Bengal,

ISigmed; AL EDEN,
Seey. o the Gort. of Bengal.

No. 214, Orper TrEreox, 31st October 1870, No. 1304.

Communicated to the Inspector-General, Indian Mcdical Department.
(True Lixtract.)
R. S. ELLIS,

e Cheef Secretary.
To the Inspector-General, Indian Medical Department,
¥xd. J. Wright,
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Fhon

% Offg. Under Secy. to the vat.. of India,

Home Dept.
Public,

To

S1MLA, the / 2 October 1870.
Sir,

Ix accordance with the Resolution of the Government of India, %72

dated the 1st of August 1860, I am directed to forward for the information

of the /077 Ww
dated

o

Letter from the Government of Bengal, No, 880 T,
2nd October 1869, with enclogures, :

Ditto itto, No. 1188, dated 4tk April 1870, with enclo- - .
itto ditto, No. ated 464 Ap 2 7 the accompanying copy of the papers-

sures.
Ditto ditto, No. 3078, dated 9th ultimo, with enclosures. noted on the m&rgin. )

M g
3

I have the honor to be,
SIR,
~ Your most obedient Servant,

Offg. Under Secretary to the Govt. of India.

/5/{, ’
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