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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
) 28th October 1870.

No. 210. Proceedings of Government, dated 28th October 187 ¢, No. 1389,

His Excellency the Governor in’ Council desires to be furnished with the
opinions of the Board of Revenue and of the several Collectors of Districts on the
» Pablishod in the Fort Saint Georgd Local Funds’ Bill* as amended by the Select Commit-
Gazette Supplementof 26th July 1870. tee, and resolves to direct their particular attention to

the following points.

2. The recommendation made by the Select Committee that, except in the
case of Zemindaries, each Local Fund Circle should be conterminous with a Reve-
nue Taluq, requires to be very carefully considered. It has been objected that the
provision in question will be found inconvenient in its practical working, and that
it will considerably enhance the labour of carrying out the Act. Under this provi-
sion it may be necessary to appoint two Committees for each Circle, one for Roads
and the other for Education, a course which, insome districts, may be attended with
difficulty, while the multiplication of separate Budget Estimates to be considered by
the Board of Revenue and the Government will seriously increase the labour of
controlling the operation of the new Law. Against these objections, ithasbeen urged
that the localization of the expenditure to the talugs where the funds are raised will
satisfy the rate-payers that they are deriving immediate advantages from the taxes
which they are paying, and thus render the taxation less unpopular. The Govern-
ment desire that each Collector will state his opinion as to the probable workmg
of this provision, and, if he.does not approve of it, will specxfy what, in his opinion,
should constitute a Local Fund Uircle—whether it showld be conterminous with the
district, or whether the district should be divided into two or more Circles. In
the latter case, the boundaries of the several proposed Circles should be specified.
The Collector will also state whether, in his opinion, it will be found -possible to
golect in his district a sufficient number of persons qualified to serve as members of
the several Local Fund Committees.

3. The question whether the duties of the Local Committees should be of ah
administrative chffracter, or whether, as recommended by the majority of the Select
Committee, they should be confined to advice and cutxclsm, should also be consid-
ered and reported on. -~ Any officers who may be of opinion that the-Committees
ought to be invested with larger powers should define accurately and in detail what
those powers should be, and in what manner and under what. conditions or restnc—
tions they should be exercised.

4. The schieme of local taxation as provided for in the amended Bill will need
very careful consideration, both from the Board of Revenue and from the several
Collectors of Districts. In connexion with the rate onland, two important questlons

have been mooted, on which considerable dissidence of opinion prevails:—

1st.—As to the mode of assessing the annual rent value which forms the

basis for assessing the rate.
9nd.—As to the assessment of the rate in Zemindaries.

On the first point, the Governor in Council entertains a strong impressjon that
the rule at present in force under the District Road Cess Act, under which the
assessment payable to the Government is taken to be the annual rent value of the

“land for the purposes of the Act, ought not to be departed from, and that the plan,



Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
‘ 28tk October 1870,

which has been advocated in one or t
value of the ryots’ share of the
to the unpopularity of the rate.
objections urged against the incom

Wo quarters, of taking the estimated money
produce as the basis of taxation, would seriously add
The latter proposal appears to be open to all the

e-tax, on the ground of its inquisitorial character
and the powers of oppression to which such inquiries afford facility, plus the danger

of producing, in the minds of the ryots, unfounded apprehensions of an enhancement
of the land assessment; but, as the plan has been advocated by a Member of the
Board of Revenue and by more than one Collector, it is desirable that it should
undergo further discussion, and that thoservwhq‘support it should state definitely how
they would meet the objections to which reference has been made, and in what

manner the money value of the ryots’ share of the produce should be estimated,
5. The other question of the incidence of the rat

greator difficulty, and should be fully reported on by the Board of Revenue and by

the Collectorsof all Districts which contain land held on other than ryotwar y tenure.
This question was briefly alluded to by the Board of Revenue in their letter of the
20th May last, but no suggestions were offered as to the mode in which, or the extent to
which, the Zemindars should be compelled to contribute to thelocal taxation of their res-
})ecti\'e districts, The Board will now be requested to give their attentionto the subject

and to state whether or not they approve of the provisions which have been inserted
in the amended Bill, under which a moiety of ¢

he rate will be payable by the
Zemindar and a moiety by his tefants. If not, they will submit a draft of the pro-
metens $heoy werld rovommond, X ' ’
“¢ 8. The remaining sections of the Bill which relate
(-mported on. Each Collector will submit a rough estimate of the probable receipts
in his district from each tax, furnishing, at the same time, such information as will
enable the Government to determine how far it will be expedient io levy the new
taxes in each district. Each Collector should state whether he wauld advocate
a house-tax or & tax on trades in the case . of the non-agricultuzg] classes, and what
" would be the probable receipts from these taxes respectively, The question of tolls
should receive careful consideration. A map should be furnished for each district,
showing on what roads and at what p]a?es tolls might be at once imposed and
the probable receipts. In framing the estlm'ates of r(?ceiptfl,_ it should be borne in
mind that the rates of taxes and to!ls ’provxde.d f?r in the ‘Bill are all ‘maximum
rates, and that it may be expedient in some distriots, or parts of ‘districts, to lovy
rates lower than the maximum rates, in order to prevent undye pressure upon the
rate-payers.

7. The reports now called for from the several Collectors of Distr

e in Zemindaries is one of even

to taxation should be fully

icts should

‘be addressed to the Board of Revenue, and will be foxfwarded by the Board with
their report. (True Extract.)
. Chief Secretary,
To the Board of Revenue.
,,  Collector of

Exd, J. U. Burns.
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