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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Depariment,
10tk October 1870 . ’

R;?L&the followmg papers —

No. 52. From the Honorary Secretary to the Mumclpal Commission, Ootaca-
mund, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated
Ootacamund 9th July 1870.

By desire of the President, 1 have the honour te submit the Annual Report on

the operations of the Ootacamund Municipality for the year 1869-70.

—

¢

REPORT.

The funds of the Municipality have been derived from the following sources, viz.:—

- RS. AP,
1. Rate on HouSes, Buildings, and Lands ... ... ... .. 12 813 11 10

2. Tax on Arts, Trades, and Professions... ... ... ... .. 3,634 8 0

3. Tax on Carriages and Animals ... ... ... .. . .. 2,555 4 0O

4. Registration of Carts ... ... 203 14 0

- 5. Fees for licensing Slaughter- houses Ca.rt-stands, and offensive -

Trades ... ... ... e e eee e 878 8 0

6. Fines and other Mlscellaneous recexpts ...... e e .. 1935 8 O

7. Market Tolls ... ... . .« o eee e o ... 1,975 1 8

: , Total... 23,896 7 1

" Government contribution... ... ... .. .. e o ... 15320 7 7

Do. 1081 .. e o e e e e e e 1100612 8
Grand Total... 46,282 11 4

Ezxpenditure. : -

o BS. A. P.

1. New Works and Improvements ... ... ... .. .. .. 11,156 10 8

2. REPAIE .. wor e e e e e e e e . 1,2660°9 6

3. CODSEIVANCY ... oo oo e wvi e e i e . 916813 7

4. Police ... .o v o e e e e e e e 7,088 14 2

5. Establishment... ... ... oo vee cen i e e . BT 5 0

6. Miscellaneous charges ... ... 697 11 0

For purposes other than those specxﬁed in bectwn 25 e e 583915 0

T 45491 14 11
Cash balance on the 30th April ' 1870... ... .. ... .. .. 740 12 5

Grand Total... 46,232 11 4

9. The collections have fallen short of the estimate by Rupees 403-8-11; but when all the
arrcars, amounting to Rupees 1,070-14-11, have been realized, the estimate will be exceeded.

3. Tax ox Houses, BuiLpings, ANp Lanps.—The collections exceeded the estimate by Rupees
1,313-11-10; this is owing to the arrears of house-tax for the previous year having been brought to
account during the year under report. The following statement shows what proportion of the total
was derived from European and Native };ouses and lands, respectively:—

_ <BS, A, P.

299 Earopean Houses ... ... .. ... e e e .. 1020011 1
1649 Native Houses ...~ ... .. ceo crr eee eee eer o 2,321 6 6
36 Lands ... ..o e e e e e e e e 290 10 3

Total... 12,813 11 0
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It will be seen that th i

¢ house-tax is the mainst ici

the total receipts being derived from that source Notmithatan e revoncs, more
of house property, .

. . half of
rates of however, which has resulted of r::;f::l;i?: ndtll?g the depreciatip fi the value
es . 8, .
$-of assessment fixed by the Commissioners were only tWenty-e(izgilI;p?als prz:entEd neninst e
I numoer.

4. Tax on TrapEs, P
DES, OFESSIONS, AND Carrings.—Uf i
for the half-year ending 31st October 1869, and 549 persontsld;: gt s o were assrsol
X r

- 1870, and were placed in the following classes:— 18 the balfyear ending S0th Apri
Class
. No.
:12 2 ... N(;
2 T 47
e e e . 276 274
Total... 562 Total... 549

————

—

5. The actual collections amount i
ed to little
based o the sum sealized diring the yous 1363-6;10“ than three-fourths of the estimate which was

The deficit is attributable to th .

. e slackness of trad .
which the pett o W€ slackness of trade during th .
! i e petty mer(';hunts and bazsarmen migrated to the lo f e past. year, in consequence of

ence the unproductiveness of the tax. country in considerable numbers.

6. Tax ox CarriacEs, HomsEs, o
- , » AND OTHER ANIMALS,~— i
st of t 8.~The g :
ort of the estimate by Rupees 444-12-0, Ao tho number of visito::n t:e:l:;zi('lll‘mdes e head Tl
S ills and the number of

vehicles and animals kept by them fluctu i
ates considerably fi
accounted for. i i : 4Dy from year to yem i i8 easi
periods the le; bcollsfldelﬁble dxﬂicult?’, too, is experienced in ascertai)rllin ’ ;his g oft 1 casily
mber of ve icles and animals for which they are liabl g trom visitors for brief
before they take their departure. ¢ and in realizing the sums duc

7. 'The number of licenses issued duriy :
- uring the h i .
April 1870, respectively, was as follows :— ; i years ending Slat October 1869 and 30t

Half. (1Y i i
316t O togesﬁfél;& Half.yeor ending

Four-wheeled Carriages on springs drawn. by two Hors 80tk April 1870.
Do. do. drawn by Horse or Bullocks... o 17 : 1
Two-wheeled Carriages drawn by Horse or Bullocks“ S 56
Horses... ... ... ... ... . e 80 20
Ponies under thirteen hands o e e 128 62
Do. under eleven hands... ‘ 163 126
Bullocks 16 14 .
Asses 212 277 |
19

8. RrcieTraTION OF CArTs.—The collect

a : . iong under this head i i

estimate. .Exghty—one carts were licensed during the half year endiixg 3‘;:: f) Si‘ihtly o e of the
seven during the half year ending 30th April 1870. clober 1569, and ninety-

9. FExs ror LICENSING SLAUGHTER-HOUSES, &
2 , &c.—The sum realized f:
. . - - . . al]s R i
by Rupees 1,231-8-0. T.hxs deficiency is due to the fact that the municipal jwr‘trl? { he catimate
not ready for use so early in the year as was anticipated when the estimates w(‘;eafuf, te(;‘—h(mse s
wieve, therefore, no data available from which to caleulate accurately the roceipts; f'rolxautli ’tand there
m that source,

10. Fines Axp orneR Miscernaneovs Recerers.—Thi

] : 2tpTs.—This source of inco , . -
1,9.3..9-8-0, against Rupees 844-6-0 during the previous year. This increase is Izlllelel:;)-d;t;ej Hupecs
activity on the part of the Police and Municipal servants in detecting offences agai tue Y gl:ez:mtet
At aud bye-Jams, gainst the Municipul

o

o A
A A P P R A

PV
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11. ’\'IJ gretT Toris.—The receipts from this source were slightly in excess of the receipts for
the year 1865-39. 'The difference calls for no special notice. . :

12. Nepw WORKS AND IuproveMENTs.—The expenditure under this head during the past year
amounts to Rupees 11,156-10-8. Of this sum, Rupees 7,025-6-8 was expended on the construction
of thirty-seven la.trh;es, and the balance; Rupees 4,131, on drainage. :

A sum of Rupees 20,000 was entered in the estimate for new works and improvements. The
estimates were framed on the supposition that the Commissioners would avail themselves to the full
extent of the loan of Rupees 20,000, which was sanctioned in Government Order, No. 1112, dated
11th August 1869. It was found, however, impracticable to expend so large a sum with advantage
in one year, and, accordingly, only half the pumber of latrines entered in the estimate were erected.

13. The cost of each latrine was Rupees 190.
The latrines are corrugated iron-sheds, roofed in at the top, with an asphalted floor ; a trench in
the floor forms & receptacie for the'excreta, which is removed daily by the municipal carts.

These latrines have been found to answer admirably, and are freely resorted to by the natives.

14. Ofthe sum of Rupees 4, 131-14-0 expended on drainage, Rupees 4,000 was handed over
to the Department of Public Works for the improvement of the drainage of the bazaar, and the
balance was laid out in the construction of drains in various parts of the town.

The estimate for the improvement of the bazaar amounts to Rupees 14,870.

The scheme consists in cutting dovn the bazaar roads and sloping the backyards of the adjacent
bouses, 8o as to admit of the storm water being readily carried off, As the scheme, which the
Commissioners have commenced carrying out, is fully described in a memorandam from Colonel
Farewell, embodied in Proccodings of the Madras Government, Public Department, dated 2nd
September 1868, No. 1107, it is not necessary to enter into details here..

15. The work was not commenced till the close of last year; consequently, of the sum placed
at the disposal of the Department of Public Works, only Rupees 2,380-9-11 was expended.

The following memorandum gives the details of the work done :——
Quantity of work done on the Bazaar Draiﬂage up to 318t March 1870.

4800 cubic yards earth filling, (lower road).
4640 ’e earth cutting, (centre road).
3558 vy carth cutting and filling, (cross roads).
603 running yards of side-drains, (centre road).
593 running yards of saucer drains formed, (cross roads).
998 square yards saucer drains metalled, (cross roads).
700 square yards road surface metalled, (centre road).
7 rough-stone covered drains, (lower road).
9 ., ' v ,, (centre road).

16. The new works undertaken during the past year include abeef slaughter-house, constructed
in the main on the same principle as the slaughter-house for sheep and goats so fully described
in the report on the operations of the Municipality for the year 1868-69. Some’ improvements
Lave, However, been effected in the construction of the beef slaughter-house. The fleor has been
asphalted and the washings are drained off into & cistern at the lower end from which they are
removed in buckets to the conservancy carts. The cistern is then flushed and the water conducted
by an iron pipe to the road below where it is received in a tub, which is emptied daily.

The cost of the slaughter-house amounted at the close of the year-to Rupees 2,673-11-9.

The building is not yet quite complete, but was in a sufficiently advanced state at the commence-
ment of the current year to be brought into use. It only remains to asphalte the floor of the sheds
for the sale of offal, and to paint the building.
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17. Rerairs.—Under this head a W
, -& sum of Rupees 7,193-8-10 was entered i i
Tie actual expenditure amounted to Rupees 7,266-9-6. The bulk of this ::m -!:: telyeslt::;a;te:

7,173-15-6, was laid out on roads, the balance being‘expended in lime-washing the police station and

lines and in repair of draing ; 11,560
thoremith. : parahs of stone were broken up §nd 3058 yards of road metalled

18. The following were the chief works undertaken :— *

Road leading from Framjee's Hill to the new Library,
This road, 220 yards in length, was cut down to an unifo i |
s ] s rm gradient of 1° i
has been metalled throughout during the current year. fracient of Toot in 184 feet, md
Cost up to the close of last year Rﬁpees 646-5-0.

19. Road leading from the Willow Bund to the bridge below Harrow f,o;ige
' Thzs' road h.a,s hithert.o been inpassable during the monsoon, owing to its level being too low
and the side-drains not being sixﬂiciently capacious to carry off the drainage of the hill above. 'The
road for a distance of 492 yards was raised to a height varying from 1 to 3 feet above its I.former
lgvel and laterite spread thereon; the side-drain, too, was enlarged and revetted with rough stone
It is now in course of being metalled with granite, which has already been broken for the
purpose. ’ *
~ The cost of these improvements amounted, up to the close of last year, to Rupees 2,237
The sum laid out on this road is large in proportion to the total expenditure, but the necessity
of raising the road considerably, in order to render it passable during wet weather, bad long been

apparent, and the Commissioners believe that the large outley has not been thrown away; the adop-
tion of half measures would have led to ever-recurring expenditure In repaics,

The road ig much frequented, and, instead of being one of the worst, it is now one of the best,
roads in the station. WU :

20. Roap past Harringrox Lopoe.—This road, 286 y#rds in length, was formerly so steep as
to be almost dangerous in wet weather. N »

1¢ has now been cut down to an uniform gradient and ietalled throughout. As it is much
frequented, the Commissioners consider that the increased facilities afforded for wheeled traffic justify
the outlay. . .

21. Inaddition to the above, the following roads were metalled with granite during the year:—
Road from Charing Cross to Aboo Sait's and Abdool Cawder’s shops, length about 572 yards.
Road leading past Stonehouse, about 279 yards. :

. Road leading from roadside house past the Club and Church to the new Library, length
1385 yards. . ’

Road leading from Charing Cross to the Government Gardens, length 316 yards,

22. ' The Commissioners trust that it is apparent that due attention has been paid to the state
of the roads, and a fair proportion of municipal gevenues expended thereon.

They are aware that tuch remains to be done; but, considering there wasscarcely a single road
metalled with granite in thg station before the introduction of the Towns' Improvement Act they
are of opinion that they may regard with satisfaction the progress that has been made. ,

2.3. The Comissioners have already pointed out that ‘it is simply impossible for them, out
of their current receipts, to maintain the roadsin a proper state of efficiency.” — Vide paragra];h 10
of the Report for 1868-69. :

" The experience of the past year has served to confirm the opinion, expressed in the year previous
that the funds at their disposal are wholly inadequate to the up-keep of all the roads under their
charge, few of which had ever been metalled before they were handed over to the Commissioners.

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
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24. Cogssrvancy.—The actual expenditure under this head amounted to Rupees 9,166-13-7;
the sum entered in the estimate was Rupees 9,554.

- The items of expenditure were—

RS, 4. P.
Hire of BullockS ... ... oo oee eee eee e e e e 3,010 6 0
Conservancy Establishment ... ... ... .. . o .o o 4,465 10 9
Purchase and repair of Carts... ... ... ... ... . . .o 653 13 6
Digging pits for night soil, and clearing undergrowth of acacia.. 233 10 1
SUDATIES ... voo oer e e e e e e e e .. 802 83

The arrangements made for the conservancy of the town are most fully described in the report
for 1868-69 ; the system originally adopted still continues in force. :

The Municipal Commissioners make use of their own carts, and hire bullocks from a contractor
who agrees to supply as many as are required at an uniform rate. In the month of March the rate
of hire was reduced from Rupees 1-4-0 fo 13 Annas per pair per diem. :

At the commencement of the year, the average number of bullocks employed was eight pairs
daily ; the number was subsequently increased to ten pairs. The average number of scavengers
employed was also in excess of the number employed in the previous year, viz.:—

14. ... vee aie v eer wee weo 1st Class.

15. ... ... vei eee eve eee wen 2nd Class.
8. .. i i eei eee e e.. 3rd Class. .
B i e e e e e 4th Class. -

25. The Commissioners are aware that their present establishment is inadequate to meet the
requirements of a town extending over an area of about 30 square miles ; but they cannot do more
with the funds at their disposal. They are happy to be able to state that much improvement is
visible in the state of the bazaars, though the introduction of sanitary arrangements is attended with
considerable difficulty, owing to the irregular way in which the streets and bye-lanes have been formed, -
and the close proximity of the houses to one another, which renders the removal of filth by the muni-
cipal carts & matter of difficulty.

26. The town during the year under report has been remarkably healthy, and the following

extract from a letter from tho Senior Medical Officer, Dr. Donaldson, dated April 1870, corrobo-

rates this assertion :— .

¢ There can be no question a to the greatly improved state of health since the introduction of
“¢ the conservancy arrangements, and the clearing of the station of so much cover for offerisive matter.
“ Since my last report there has been no epidemic disease, and no amount of sickness worth
“ recording ; the public health has been and is good. There have been a few cases of dysentery
“¢ lately a8 usual at this season, but easily checked, and giving no cause for uneasiness ; no other
«* gickness, except the ordinary little complaints which are apt to attack new comers, is prevalent in
« the station.”” It ig gratifying to the Commissioners to receive this testimony to the success of their
efforts to improve the sanitary condition of the town.

97. The item, Rupees 653-13-6, for purchase and repair of cars includes a sum of Rupees 450, /

being the price of four iron tanks purchased by the Municipality for the purpose of ‘being fixed
to carts for the removal of night soil, also the cost of one larger tank made up by municipal work-
men, Rupees 156.: . . )

The sum of Rupees 233-10-1 was expended in digging pits for the reception of night soil,
clearing the overgrowth of acacia, which affords a screen for the concealment of filth, and enclosing
with posts and chain the triangular plots of grass at Charing Cross.

The large item for sundries includes twelve urinals purchased from' Messrs. Oakes and Co.,
at a cost of Rupees 812-15-0, which it is proposed to erect in central positions ; also, a supply of
McDougall’s disinfecting powder, at a cost of Rupees 145-7-0. '

\
\

\
\
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The balance was expended in purchase of i i
ol o e p of empty casks for dust-bins, cumblies for c®4lies, baskets,

This will account for the large excess of i
“ Qundries.” & actual expenditure over the estimate under the head

28.  The following list shows the number of cases against Act X of 1865 and the Municipal

bye-laws, disposed of by the Magistracy, during the year under report, and the number of persons

convicted :—
Name of Offences. . Number of cases Number of versons
Under Section 68, Act X of 1865 ... ... bm“iht " e
Do. 89  do. 5 e e 11 23
Do. 101 do. Yo e e 19 19
Do. 108  do. ve 1
Do. 130  do. v 1 .
Under Municipal Bye-law No. 2 ... ... ... 2 ;
Do. O 10 20
Do. A 10 8
Do. O < 1 ) 2
Do, w13 L 1 1
Do. » 200 L L L 1 1
Do. W22 L 9 13
Do. w24 L L 105 105
Deo. » 25 L L 6 13
Do. ] 1 1
Do. w29 L 2 2

29. Pouice.—The total sum paid into the Branch Bank, on account of Police, during the year,
was Rupees 7,588-14-2, according to the estimate furnished by the Superintendent. From a state:
ment of actual charges: furnished by that Officer after the expiration of the year, it appears that the
actual cost of the Police amounted to Rupees 7,306-15-0 only, so that a sum of Rupees 281-15-2
has been overpaid by the Municipality. o

Sxmxqu:ly, during the year 1868-69, there was a surplus payment of Rupees 82-3-10, which Las
noft:, been adjusted up to this time. An application was made to the Superintendent of I,’olice for a
refund of the,ase surplus payments, amounting to Rupees 364-3-0, ag they cannot be adjusted in th(e
C\}rrent year’s accounts by deductions from the monthly payments made on account of T li
without complicating the accounts. plee charges

That Officer, however, declines to make th ‘

» however, e refund, as sums paid by Municipaliti i
c}narges are not credited. to District Police Fund, and suggests that yap li;altl')ah 1}‘;5 s Pliee
Government for a refund. pHeation should be made to

The Commissioners request instructi
. ctions as to th i i
be adjusted. ¢ manner in which such surplus payments should

3 . o ; -

account during the past year, the ch i
) arges for April 1870 having be i
The strength of the establishment remains as before. § heon febited o the suent year

The item of Rupees 450 for sundries includes

ing, &c. The item Rupees 348 repre r f th £ v u 30. and
presents the rent of the offic at Rupe
| : e for eleven months at Rup
an a owanic: of Rupet'as 18 t;) the proprietor on account of municipal taxes on tl?e buildin;sren’ted
The item sundries includes purchase of & pump and pi i y ‘W
o a 1pes, repair of pumps, painting bye-la

purchase of furniture, stationery, postage, print-

The item plant and tools calls for no special notice.
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A sum of Bupees 202-7-9 is entered as charges under the head of ** Measure account ;"’ this item
is for the manufacture of correct measures, which are stamped and sold to the public.~~Vide para-
graph 29 of the Report for 1868-69.

31. The sum of Rupees 1,871-3-4, under the head of ** Refunds to Government,’ is made up
of the following items :—

Rupees 1,291-12-0 refunded on the 8th February.
Deo. 90-8-11 refunded on the 7th December 1869, in accordance with paragraph 4
of Government Order, No. 1156, dated 18th August 1869. :
Rupees 558-14-5 refunded on the 16th December 1869, in aceordance with the Accountant-
General's Memorandum, dated 29th November 1869, copy of which is enclosed for information.

It appears from the above memorandum that the sum actually drawn on account of State contri-
bution for the year 1868-69 amounted to Rupecs 7,685-6-1, and not Rupees 7,379-8-0 as erroneously
entered in the abstracts of accounts submitted with the report for that year.  This mistake led to
an erroncous calculation of the sum to be refunded by the Commissioners in paragraph 4 of Govern-
ment Order, No. 1156, of the 18th August 1869, reviewing the report. - A reference to that paragraph
shows that the sum of Rupees 7,126-7-8 only was admitted as due on account of State contribution ;
accordingly, the excess to be refunded by the Commissioners was Rupees 558-14-5. '

With regard to the first item, Rupees 1,291-12-0, it appears from the Accountant-General's
Memorandum that it forms a portion of the sum total of Rupees 7,685-6-1 on which the excess
payment by Government’ was calculated. Accordingly the refund of that sum was obviously incor-
rect, and it should be replaced to the credit of the Commissioners during the current year.

32. The cstimate for the year 1868-69 also contains provision for the repayment of the Gov-
ernmeont loan with interest at five per cent. No payment, however, was made on that account.

As the Commissioners have already addressed Government on this subject in their letter, dated
10th June, No. 105, submitting revised estimates for the current year, and have endeavoured to show
that they are not liable for any payment on that account until the expiration of one year from the
date on which the loan was drawn, it is not necessary to enter into the subject more at length
at present.

33. STATE cONTRIBUTION.—On this account the Commissioners drew Rupees 11,829-7-7 during
the year under report. Of this sum Rupees 1,291-12-0 was refunded as stated in paragraph 31,
leaving a balance of Rupees 10,037-11-7 placed to the credit of the Municipality. The abstract of
charges (Statement B), however, shows that Rupees 39,651-15-11 only were expended during the
year for the purposes specified in Section 25 of the Towns' Improvement Act, one-fourth of which
sum amounts to Rupees 9,912-15-11. Accordingly, the Commissioners have overdrawn to the extent
of Rupees 124-11-8. A sum of Rupees 70-7-9, the State contribution on the excess payment to the
Polico for the past year, (vide paragraph 29 of this report, ) is also due to Government, making a sum

total of Rupees 195-3-5 to be adjusted during the current year.
34. The Commissioners have now compared, in detail, the several statements submitted here-

" with; it only remains to advert, briefly, to what appear to be the most pressing requirements of the

place, and to specify the improvements which the Commissioners contemplate effecting as soon as the

state of the funds at their disposal admits of their doing so.
35. The principal objects which the Commissioners have in view are as follow :—

1s¢.—The construction of a new market place.

The attention of the Commissioners has, for some time past, been directed to the ﬁecessity of
providing extended accommodation. The space afforded by the existing building is quite nadequate
to the requirements of the place. A large number of the vendors resorting to the market are forced-
to expose their goods in the open air, and there is no shelter for the cattle ; this want is especially
felt during the monsoon.

The Commissioners have in contemplatjon the erection of a new market of such dimensions
as will afford accommodation for all the vendors, and propose to utilize the existing building by
converting the open space in the centre into a place of shelter for catile, and the verandahs into

shops for the sale of meat.
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A plan and estimate have already been prepared by Colonel Farewell. ’ ,_’d
As the scheme will entail an outlay of at least Rupees 30,000, and the funds at the disposal of
the Commissioners can never bear so heavy a charge out of current receipts, it i§ obvious that resort
must he had to a loan on the security of the municipal revenues. '
It is calculated that the interest thereon could easily be met from the rec
rent of stalls, &c. _ B
The Commissioners propose addressing Government on this subject in g sepé.raté communication

when their plans are more matured and they are in a position to submit definite proposals.
2ndly.—The formation of a People’s Park,

The Commissioners consider that, when the swamp reclamation scheme has been carried out,
there can be no better method of utilizing the area which will be available than by the formation of
a People’s Park on a small scale thereon ; another site as central could not be found.

The Commissioners propose applying to Government for the site when the works at present in
progress are completed. '

3rdly. —Asphalting the floor of the slaughter-house for sheep an(i goats.

4¢hly —The completion of the scheme of bazaar drainage alluded to in paragraph 14 of
, this report. .

5thly.—Metalling with granite all the principal roads in the station.

(Signed)  J. W. BREEKS,
President,

.

eipts on account of

No. 53. From the Inspector-General of Police, to the Chief Secretary to Gov-
ernment, Fort Saint George, dated Madras, 14th July 1870, No. 4214.

Account,
With reference to Order of Government, No. 1297, dated 16th September 1869,

Public Department, paragraph 3, I have the honour to report that the contribution
for the Municipal Police, at Ootacamund and Coonoor, for March last, has not yet
been paid into the treasury. :

2. The President was addressed on the subject in April and May last, but no
reply has been received. :

No. 54. From the President of the Ootacamund Municipal Commission, to the
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Ootacamund,
20th July 1870, No. 28,
Your reference on a letter, dated 14th July 1870, No. 4214, from the Inspector-
General of Police. o
1. I note that the Inspector-General, in his letter of the 14th July,
‘“ contribution for the Municipal Police, at Ootacamund and Coonoor,
‘ has not yet been paid into the treasury.” - .
2. The facts are as follow :—
The Ootacamund contribution for March and April was paid into the treasury

on the 23rd April, and intimation thereof sent to the Su erintend .
t of ,
Coimbatore, on the 12th May. P ent of Police,

The Ootacamund contribution for Ma
June, and intimated to the Superintendent

The Ootacamund contribution for Ju
16th instant. No intimation of this pay
tendent of Police, Coimbatore.

says, ¢ the
for March last,

Y was paid into the treasury on the 25th
of Police, Coimbatore, on the 11th July.
ne was paid into the treasury on the
ment has yet been made to the Superin-
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3. The Coonoor contribution for March and April was paid on the 5th May,
and intimation thereof sent to the Superintendent of Police, Coimbatore, on the
10th June. 4

The Coonoor contribution for May was paid on the 15th June, and intimation
sent to the Superintendent of Police, Coimbatore, on the 11th July.

The Coonoor contribution for June was paid on the 18th instant. No intima-
tion of the payment has yet been sent to the Superintendent of Police, Coimbatore.

No. 55. From the President of the Ootacamund Municipal Commission, to the
Under Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Ootacamund,
9th August 1870, No. 117.

I have the honour to furnish the information called for in your Official Memo-
randum of the 1st instant.

2. Iregret that an amended Statement ¢, showing separately the arrears and
current receipts of the Municipality, cannot be furnished, as arrears and current
receipts were not shown separately in the accounts until the commencement of the
present year. Particulars of the fines and miscellaneous receipts, amounting to
Rupees 1,935-8-0, are as follow:—

A RS. A. P.
Fines received from Joint Magistrate’s Court ... ... ... ... 317 9 0
Do. sundry (office fines, &c.)... ... ... ... 13 2 0
Warrant Fees... ... ... ... .. ... .. .. e . 8612 0
Fees for burial of dead Animals (under Bye-law No. 21)... ... 59 4 0
Sale of Manure... 189 2 0
,, of Firewood ... ... ... ... .. o0 L. L. 8 2 0
,, of Measures ... ... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... 266 8 0
,, of ActX of 1865 ... ... ... . . . . L. 140
Rent of Police lines... ... ... ... ... ... .. .. .. 97 8 0
Cleaning private Latrines... ... ... .. ... ... ... ... 870 5 0

e

Total... 1,935 8 0

L3

3. -Of the sum of Rupees 878-8-0 under the head of ““ Fees for licensing

slaughter-houses, cartg-standsand offensive trades” Rupees 58-12-0was collected under

N Bye-law No. 1 on account of licenses for

% Slaoghtor-house ContraotoT.m.... v 805 0 0 brick-kilns and timber-yards, the balance,

Private individuald.com v ricrre iisonenee 1412 0 Rupees 819-12-0,* was collected under

Bye-law No. 26, partly for the use of the municipal s.laughter-hbuses,‘and partly for

licensing private slaughter-houses. |

4. A copy of the Auditor’s report is forwarded herewith, the original accounts

A, B, C, copies of which were submitted to Government with the annual report,

were oxamined by the Auditor, who has certified that he has examined and compared

the Ootacamund Municipal accounts as per Statements 4, B, C., for the year ending
30th April 1870, and found them to agree with the balance sheet. .

5. Copies of the receipts of payments made to the Bank on account of Police,

and of statements of actual cost of Police for 1868-69 and 1869-70, are forwarded

s

herewith.



10 Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
10tk October 1870,

E—

6. The refunds of taxes amounted to Rupees 817-0-6.  Of this sum Rupees
798-8-6 was refunded to house-owners under Section 44 of the Towns’ I’m rove-
ment Act, for houses vacant during the year ending 30th April 1869, RupeesI;2-8-O

was refund of trade-tax for the half year ending 31st Octob )
for the half year ending 60th April 1870, ober 1869, and Rupees 6

—

From W. C. GEDDES, Esq., to the President of the Qotaca ..
’ moand Muni ..
Ootacamund, 8th June 1870, cipal Commission, dated

I have the honour to inform you that I have this day completed the audit of the accounts of

the Ootacamund Municipality, and bave now the } . :
Lation. o e pleasure to state the particulars of the exami-

2. Recerems.—I carefully compared and examined the Collect; ]
. . ion Boo)

found them correct, with this ane exception.— Fide folio 10, 8th Decembef ;’ls"élgth:h(}ash Bo?k arlxld
Collection Book is Rupees 2-1-0, in the cash account current Rupees 2-2-0 (diﬂ't;renze 8:;: ;::n :) e

3. DlsBURsmuEM_s.——I also compared the cash account current on the dredit side with th.
several vouchers and found them correspond, each receipt being duly Signed' e Wi o

. 4. Barg—I1 ffu'ther exa?nmed the Bank Book and Bank vouchers and found the followin

diserepancy. At folio 24, April 6th, 1870, the amount is Rupees 221-15-11 in the cash :
Current; in the Bank Book and voucher the sum is Rupees 221-15<1. an over edicaﬁ ww}xnt
(although these are small items, I feel it my duty to record them.) ’ -orediit of 10 pice,

5. Apprtions aND Exrtanarons.—At folio 11 in the cash

account e
the 21st December 1869 should be Rupees 4,803-2-10, not Rupees Z 88;1:;0!;‘(;) the additions for
carried out Rupees 206-1-9. : =10, and the balance

7. Barances.—At folio 1 in cash account current, 5th October 1869 AT
should be v : : ’ 143 2
Bol ;g do, do. 28th January 1870... 417 11 1
‘D?)." s do. do. *  O%h February ,, ... 21615 8
D, 2 | dq. | do. 14th March s ... 28311 0
DO" 4l do.  6thApril .. 138 1 9
- Do, do. do.  8th ,, 130 3 ¢
8. Damy CornLrcTions.—This book agrees with the C iptin Cash
: ash Re
9. SupARATE AccouNT CusRENT Book.—This I examined anc;lgum racount Bock

. d corrgct
10. MownraLy ABsTRACT.—This I also com " get.
pared both a : .
found correct. 8 t0 receipts and disbursements and

11. Cosrrcrors’ Books.—I examined the three Collectors’ books
assessment on European and native houses, trades, vehicles, &c
Collection Book. I have initialled every page of the books . .

#0d found the receipts f'or

e &c., agree with the Daily
. : ave examined.

12. Before conclu.dmg this report, I hope I may be allowed to state that the general

ness of the accounts which have passed through my supervision reflect " Momns

and his Assistant; but I would venture to suggest that the vouchers b
as, by the present system, they are apt to be mutilated, and some
. ) : ) of the figures ar i i
I would propose that a book with blank sheets should be opened, similar to ael;;:hm:il’sc;rmb'le.
Book, each voucher heing pasted in and folded neatly up, with suficient room in t‘h;:« risgh:‘l’loxc;
-han

corner to insert the reference number ; this would alse appl
: pply to the Bank voueh i
present arrangement, are rolled up and extremely difficult to get at. nehers which, by the

13. T also think there are too many books in use, Would
system by which fewer books would answer every purpose. :
14. The Cash Book should be ruled in red ink, not black.

15. Thus ends'my task, and trusting my examination of the
’ accounts m
of yourself and the Commissioners, I am, &e. 2y meet the approval

great credit on the Manager
e kept in a different manner,

time permit, T would submit s

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
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No. 56. OspEr THEREON, 10th October 1870, No. 1268.

The Municipal Commissioners of Ootacamund had at their disposal, during the
RS. 4. P. Es. A, P, year 1869-70, Rupees 45,402-8-10 from

Rite on Houses, Buildings, and

; Lands...... e 12,818 11 10 all sources as particularized in the margin.
088 TOfundB. cvvurrereinre verrenen 98 8 6
: 798 3¢ 12,05 8 4 The market tolls and slaughter-house
Tax on Arts, &Cuverse serneesssns , ; i
ax on Ar, 6 k88 rents are not receipts with reference to
e 3,516 0 0 : :
'%‘{B.x on Carriages and Animals........coceveeninnn, 2,565 4 0 which Government should contrlbute,‘as
egistration of Carts . 20314 0 1 -
Lgfen,se Fe08...vverrrrverrerr e 73 8 0 they are in fact the return upon the Com
Fines, &Cuevuvureciissennnres serenns . 1,2?8 14 0 mlSSlOﬂerS’ lnvestment Of funds, Which
19647 11 4 when raised were duly taken into consi-
State contribution 1860-70......cccseresesrereers 10,087 11 7 .
Do. 186860, st “ag1 13 o deration. The proceeds of sale of manure,
Do, 108D v et coeers oo sevennssenes 11,006 12 8 .
Othor receipte— firewood, measures, and copies of the
arket toll8...ivviveniniiaiuin 1,97 1 8 * . . .
Slaugliter-houses ..., 805 0 0 Municipal Act,and the rent of Police lines

Misoell erareres weees soe 0 - . . .
eoetimoons w08 8 0 s o 3 which were included by the Commis-

gioners under fines and miscellaneous

will be removed from that head. The
fines on office establishment should have been set off against the cost. The Commis-

sioners state that they are unable to discriminate the arrears and current collections,

these not being shown separately in the accounts. The Government do not under-

stand how, if this be really the case, the Commissioners can exercise any proper

check over the collections by comparing them with the demand ; and it is observed

that the Auditor does not appear to have examined the Assessment Registers, so as to

compare the demand with the collections. The Commissioners had no balance in

hand at the commencement of the year. .

9. The Government desire that, in future, the Stateme nt Amay be prepared in
fuller detail. The present statement does not give any other than the most general
idea of the nature of the works carried out by the Commissioners. The only correc-
tion which appears necessary in the arrangement of the items is the transfer of the
charge for repairs to the police station to the head Police. The Commissioners
have paid in excess of the full cost of the Police for 1869-70 a sum of Rupees
981-15-2, which has, therefore, beon

Total... 45,402 8 10

EZ;L&‘.’.’.’;‘?, """""""""""""""""""""""""" entered in the marginal abstract as an
Poo advance recoverable, and is now to be
Establishmentb.....c.coonveeirs reannseae oo emineer w 4,459 14 _‘3 refunded. rrhey are also entitled tO‘ a"
Rofand 1871 8 439’3“ 14 9 refund of Rupees 82-3-10 on account of
BIINAB...u cee srevssranssensnrsreesnne B . '
AdVANCER . cosrerarcarronrer sorsssras 281 15 2 2153 3 6 1868'69- As lt appears ﬁom paragraph
- 4 - .
Purposes other than, &0.eriricrirneeniriensinnn 8,151 11 2 30 of the report that the Commissioners
: si000 12 5 have already repaid the State contribu-
Balance carried forward..coi v eeeesriee 740 12 5

_™ 7" tion, Rupees 20-8-11, drawn upon the

Total .. 45402 810 o cess payment of Rupees 82-3-10, the

k i1l be cloar of deduction on account of State contribution.
Yef\m;. to'glel;n :SSe?d?tlzz ;;cludes other refunds of State contribution amounting to
Rupees 1,850-10-5, The amount sanc-
tioned for 1868:69 on review of the
accounts was Rupees 7,126-7-8. The Comumissioners drew during the year Rupees
6,393-10-1, and had, therefore, to receive Rupees 732-13-7 ; but in June 1869 they

@. 0., 18th Auguab 1869, No. 1158.
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drew Rupees 1;291-12-0. The difference, Rupees 558-14-5, was refunded in Decen(l)-
ber 1869, and the adjustment was thus complete. Subsequently, in. February 18; :
an additional refund of Rupees 1,291-12-0 was made, for what reason, or und?l' wha
circumstances, is not stated. The Commissioners appear to be clearly entitled t'0
receive back this sum ; but it should not be drawn until the reason of the refund is
reported, and orders issued for the repayment, ) d
4. The State contribution for 1869-70 is to be struck on the expenditure, an

will amount to Rupees 9,839-3-8. The Commissioners have drawn during the year
Rupees 10,037-11-7 on account of current State

198-7-11, Setting off this against the repayments referred to in the last paragraph,
they are now entitled to Rupees 1,175-7-11.

5. 'The Accountant-General’s Circular, No. 2221, dated 5th July 1869, was not
observed in Qotacamund, where the whole

police charges have been paid. The
payments, as appears from the copies of receipts submitted with the sccond letter
above recorded, have been made at very irregular intervals, The attention of the
President is called to the provisions of the Act which require that the instalments
shall be paid monthly.

contribution, or in excess Rupces

6. In a separate Order the Government have remarked upon the failure of the
. Commissioners to avail themsclves to the
G. 0., 10th August 1870, No. 996,

full extent of the loan authorized by
Government. The works to which the loan funds were devoted are described in
paragraphs 12 to 14 of the report. Thirty-seven covered latrines were erected, and
Rupees 4,131-4-0 expended on draing,

Of this, Rupees 4,000 were placed in the
hands of the Department of Public Works for the improvement of the bazaar on an

7. The Commissioners, on bein

g relieved by the receipt of loan funds from the
demands for funds for new works an

d improvements, have been enabled to increase
" 4s a o considerably their outlay on conservancy,
............................................... 6788 9 0 gnd have added to the number of carts
1BE0T0 vt merrsonnne | 9166 13

- and sweepers employed. They quote 8
gratifying testimony furnished by Dr. Donaldson as to the good effects of the efforts
which have been made to improve the sanitary condition of the station. They are,
however, still conscious of the inadequagy of their arrangements. The Government
trust that the progress which unquestionably has been made during the yecar under
review will be continued.

(True Extract.)

R. 8. ELLIS,

4 Chief Secretary.
To the President of the Ootacamund Municipal Commission

»» Inspector-General of Police,

»»  Accountant-General,

»» Public Works Department.

»» Board of Revenue.

» Sanitary Commissioner.
Ezd, J, Wright,
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