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Pr oceedmgs of the Madras Government Pubhc Departmeni,
10th October 1870.

No. 48. Read the following letter from the President of the Cochin Municipal
Commission, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Samt George,
dated Calicut, 20th Junc 1870, No. 28:— '

I have the honour to forward the accompanying report, together with the usual
statements from the Vice-President of the Cochin Municipality, on the working of
the Towns’ Improvement Act in Cochin during the year 1869-70.

2. Taxzes were raised from all sources excepting tolls. -

3. The aggregate amount raised during the year under roview was Rupees
12,361-1-3. This sum is composed of collections under different heads for 1869-70,
arrear collections on account of previous years, and also balance of cash in hand on
the 30th April 1869. :

4. It will be seen, from the Vice-President’s report, that there remained only
a balance of Rupees 86-14-11 to be collected on the 30th April 1870,.

5. The expenditure under different heads was as follows :—

New WORKS.—-—Rupees 615-12-2 were expended in constructing drains.

Reparrs.—Rupees 2,840-12-0 were spent in repairing roads and drains.

Coxservancy.—Rupees 1,915-2-3 were expended in cleansing drains, repairing
latrines and privy boxes, paying wages of sweepers, &c., &c.

Porice.~-The Municipality was indebted in the sum of Rupees 7,221-11-9 as

o noted, being two years' charges. Deduct-

For 1868-60 ..o ovvwreee 8,380 192 ing the Government contribution there-

. 1869- 70... 8,630 2 .

Repairing Police Stutlon, &o.., 160 9 & on, Rupees 1,805-6-11, there remained a
Total... 7,221 11 9 balance of Rupees 5,416-4-10, of which

the Commissioners have pald Rupees
3,591-2-7. 'The balance, Rupees 1,825-2-3, will be paid soon.

EsrasrisuMENT.—Rupees 1,902-12-10 were expended under this head including
miscellaneous charges.

Rupees 626-9-11 were spent in lighting the town.

The Commissioners in calculating the Government contribution for 1869-70,
which is not yet drawn, included the expenditure, Rupees 109-9-1, for watering the
streets and killing dogs. These are charges not specified in Section 25 of the Act;
the above sum will have to be removed from the total expenditure, and the Govern.
ment contribution due to the Municipality will, therefore, be Rupees 1,791-3-6.

Cochin Municipal Report for 1869-70.

The Commissioners beg to submit the following Report of the working of this Municipality for
the year ending 30th April 1870.

2. The gross collections from all sources were Rupees 9,479-12-1, of which Rupees 176-11-7
are arrears, and Rupees 173-11-9in excess of the
estimated amount;* and still a sum of Rupee
$6-14-11 rcmained to be collected on account of arrears of the year under review, |which has
been reduced to Rupees 57-12-7 at the time of the preparation of this report. This small amount
constitutes all the uncollected balance since the establishment of this Municipality, nothing having
been written off under tlh§ head in former years.

 Egtimated income for 1869-70, Rupees '9,129.4-9,
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3. The expenditure on drajns was Rupecs

879-15-9;* op renewing and metalling roads

Rupees 2,576-8-5 it on conservancy Rupees
1,915-2-3 ;¢ and on lights and lamp-posts and

e of remissions to the extent of Rupees 150-4-10, and the

* Estimate, Rupees 1,100.
+ » . 2,000,
b » M 1,759-4.6,

lanterns, &e., Rupees 626-9-11, exclusiv
cost of establishment and police.

4. During the year under review, 74
their trade within the municipal limits.

5. Of 2104 assessments made on houses and lands,
appeals were admitted, and in six they were rejected.

6. The:re w.vere .655 persons taxed for trades and professions ; and in 28 cases appeals were
preferved, of which nine were admitted and 19 rejected.

. 3
7. Two hundred and nine warrants were 1ssued against defaulters.

persons were newly taxed, and 65 persons discontinued

11 were appealed against ; in five cases the

In one instance only
§ 186 latorite stonos, goods§ were distrained and sold; in 172 others
payment was tendered before further proceedings

were taken; 16 warrants were returned for want of distrainable property; and 21 remain to be

executed principally for very small sums.
8. The entire Police charges, for the year under not,

’ ice, amounted to R 91-2-
deducting the Government contribution of Ru pees 19127, and

pees 947-12-8, there remained a balance of Ru

R - . » - ’ C(]S
g_, 843-5-11 pay)able by the Municipality. The Police accounts, however, having been received a‘;‘tcr
the close of 1869-70, the amount will be disburged during the present year.

Y. The Government contribution towards authorized items of expenditure has not yet been

adjusted, | and, taking this into account, the
Municipality is in position amply to meet all the-
. demands of the past year.

10. It is very desirable that the Police charges should be sent in before the close of the year
to admit of the municipal accounts being balanced at due date, and to avoid the inoonvénien.ze‘ o,f
their being made up without reference to the largest item of disbursement.

11. Fines were estimated at Rupees 100, but Ru
cattle trespass, &c., and the Ferry Contractor was fined
two occasions.

12. The Commissioners would draw attention o the exceptional situation of Cochin with
reference to taxation. Perhaps, there isno town in the Presidency so peculiarly situated to the artisan
und trading classes. The territories of the Native States are so interwoven with that of British
Cochin that numbers, who have their fixed residemce in Sirkar Cochin, carry on their occupations
within this town ; and, as there are no adequate means of reaching all of them through the difficulty

|| Rupees 1,818.9.10.

pees 227 were collected principally from
Rupees 70 for overcrowding the boats on

of enforcing the tax in a foreign State, the amount actually realized from trades and professions by

this Municipality does not, by any means, represent the extent of business carried on within its
limits. On the other hand, many residents within this town perform their occupations in Native
Cochin, and under the Act they are not liable to be taxed.

13.  Another prolific source of income in other places is lost to this Municipality. There are
no trunk rogds, and the backwater being the great thoroughfare
of the adjoining country, no tol}s¥ on vehicles or animals entcting
## Fous on regiatration of carts amount the town, or numerous fees* * on the registration of carts, accru,

to onty Rupees 42.8-0, here.  Even within the limits of the town a considerable portion
of the traffic is conveyed by water.

14, The Commissioners have given their best attention to the cleanliness and sanitation of
the town, and hope their exertions have not been without good results, and they are not unmindfut
that much more has yet to be done. The daily refuse of houses is regularly carted away, and
the draing, which mostly require to be reconstructed, have been cleared periodically from offensive
matter, and obstructions removed. The drainage of the town still demands considerable improve-
ment, and, if funds are available, the best efforts of the Commissioners will be employed in this dirce-
tion during the current year.

& Not a single toll is collected witbin
the limits of this Municipality.
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15. The greatest obstacle to the establishment of an improved system of sanitation is the
existence of sunk cess-pools attached to the houses in the town, which were built one or two centuries
ago by the Dutch and Portuguese, and the difficulty and invidiousness of interfering with habits
that have taken deep root among a large portion of the community, and which can only be eradi-
cated by time, and the spread of more enlightened hygienicideas, These remarks apply with greater ‘
force to the native population residing in the suburbs.

16. 'The town has becn healthy throughout the year. No epidemic has prevailed.  There
have been 293 births within the municipal limits, three among Europeans ; whilst the deaths
numbered 267, one case being that of a European, the former showing a percentage of 2'9, and
the latter 2°6 of the population.

17. 'The accounts have been audited by Mr. Breary, whose report is appcnded t—

¢« T have the honour to inform you that I have this day finished auditing the accounts of the
*« Municipality forthe year ending 30th April 1870, and that the same are perfectly in order.

[ would take this opportunity of congratulating the Commissioners on the very eficient
¢¢ nanner in which their books are kept by Mr. DeCosta, both as regards neatness and accuracy.”

18.  An abstract showing the state of the funds at the beginning of the current year is also

annexed for information.

(Signed) J. CASTOR,

CocCHIN, , ‘
24th May 1870. : Vice-President,
Dr. Muxicirar Fuxp. Or.
A RS. A P~f ‘ BS. A. P,

RS, A. P. " It By cash on hand, 1st May 1870...... 718 8 8
To Police liability ...2,843 5 11 ] ,» arrears Rupees 86-14-11, and
already paid and | Government contribution Rupees
" expended ............ 1,018 3 8  1,818-9-0... . oeerrereeinrennn 1,905 8 9
—— 1,826 2 3| ,, advance, amount paid in the
Balance for 1870-71................ 878 15 2| past year for the current............ 80 0 0
Total... [2,704 1 5 . . 'Total...|2,704 1 5
;”T:::é;(;im, (Signed) J. CASTOR,
24th May 1870, Vice-President.
No. 49. Orper THEREON, 10th October 1870, No. 1266.

The Municipal Commissioners of Cochin had at their disposal, during 1869-70;
. 4. r m. A% g gum of Rupees 12,210-12-5. They

Current—

\’s i ‘%ﬁw

Rate on Houses and Lands... 4,335{ ig lg raised fl‘OlIl current taxes, &c" Rupees
K fUnds .oocee oveiinennie o : \
e e - — 4,388 3 8 7,815-5-0,and received arrears, (including
Tox on ATt &8 3,123 g o . the State contribution for 1868-69 Rupee;g
—— 3,116 6 0 : 1o )
Tax on Csrﬁageé and Asimals ...ccoverenn. ’1;; 99 2,022-2-1,) amounting to Rs. 2,281-4-4.
Hegistration of Carts ....o.cvveeniians cererenas Al )
N O hevens 000 Ferry and fishery rents (ipcluding the
e 7 2% fine imposed on the .contractor for the
. 7815 5 0 o .
Ayrears— fm‘mer) ywlded Rupees 1,255, and the
House T8te ... 294 12 11
Tions rofands......... W balance brought forward vz'as Rupees
Tax on Arts &c- 6!‘: 8 0 859-3-1. The Govgrnment, in the mar-
State contribution..............0 02,028 2 _l 281 4 4 gln al abstract o ¢ receipts, have treated |
O:mv;c;?f BTty everemeerreeeerrns 850 0 0 the refupds for vacant hiouses as*made
Fishety Fents ..........ooovines 405 0 0 from arrears collections, and have sef off

1,285 0 0 ,
Balance brought forward oot 839 3 1 the other refunds against the gross yield

Total... 12,200 13 5 of the current house and trades fax. .

e ——— e

—
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2. The expenditure amounted to Rupees 11,492-3-9, leaving a balance

Now WOtk 815 38 3 CorTi00 forward of Rupees 718-8-8.  The
epairsg ..., .... L Y 1 11l
?osmriaucy ...... fgé? 13 0 ;harges for watering streets and killing
Police. v iveiiriiinn ol - g 1
Establishment... .. ............... eeneereniaee l:gg; lg 1(7) 088 do nOt, as remarked by thO PI‘CSI'

PPy dent, fall within the scope of Section 25.
’ The other "items of expenditure seem

Purposes other than those specified in Sec.

tion 25 .,......... . . H .
_"% % ® unobjectionable. Besides the charges
11,492 3 . .
Balance carried forward...... vooos woooesonis ’7¥8 8 g above referred tO, the expendlture under

— e e

Total.. 12,210 12 5 Section 29 was incurred in lighting the
——— town.

f. : The COmmis.si(.mers paid during the year Rupees 3,430-9-2 on account of
the T ohce. force. This is _the amount of the charges for 1868-69 ; and 1t would seem
that nothing has been paid for 1869-70, the charges for which year amount, it is
said, to Rupees 3,630-9-2. The Commissioners, in Statement A, hav ’
fou'rths of Rupees 3,430-9-2 as paid on account of 1868-69, and the remainine fourth
Rupees 857-10.3, as paid for 1869-70. But as the Circular of the Accttb)untan-tj
General was not followed during the year, and as the State contribution is. as will
be explained below, to be struck on the receipts, this procedure is imprope,r. The
whole charges for 1868-69 have been paid, and at tho close of 1869-70 those for
that year were still due.

4. In paragraphs 8 and 10 of the report, the Vice-President states that the
reason for the non-payment was that the police accounts were not furnished within
the year. The attention of the President of the Commissioners is drawn to Section
35 of the Municipal Act, which provides that one-twelfth of the amount fixed in the
cstimate is to be paid monthly, the payments being of course subject to adjustment
with reference to the actual cost at the close of the year. The President will be
good enough to see that the prescribed procedure is in future adopted in Cochin.

5. The’ current receipts, as above shown, being Rupees 7,815-5-0, and the
expenditure under Section 25 Rupees 10,756-0-9, the State contribution is limited
by the former to Rupees 2,605-1-8. No State contribution h‘as, as yet, been drawn
by the Municipality for 1869-70. The President will credit the amount now sanc.
tioned in liquidation of the police charges for 186970, or, if these have been paid
by the Commissioners, of the quota due by them for the current year. He will
refer to the matter in the next annual report.

6. The report is satisfactory as regards the working of the Act during the
year.

e entered three-

(True Extract.)

R. S. ELLIS,

Chief Secretary.

To the President of the Cochin Municipal Commission.
Inspector-General of Police.
Sanitary Commissioner.
Accountant-General.
Board of Revenue.
Public Works Department.

- Exd. J. Wright,
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