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S

No. 28. Read the following letter from the President of the Municipal Comm ission
Tellicherry, to the Under Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George,
dated Calicut, 10th August 1870, No. 33 :— ’

I have the honour to forward the accompanying report and statements from
the Vice-President of the Tellicherry Municipality, on the working of the Towns'

Improvement Act in Tellicherry, during the year ending on the 30th April 1870.

2. The Commissioners raised, during the year

{Imxso-@ax.

C;‘;ff;:,’: f:;,";x' under review, from the sources indicated in the margin,
D™ Rupees 11,401-1-3, and they had also at their disposal
Government coutribation. Rupees 2,932-1-0, balance carried forward from last year.

3. It will be secen from the Statement D that there remains a balance of
Rupees 3,393-1-8, on account of house-rates and profession-tax, to be collected on the
30th April 1870.

4. The expenditure under different heads was as follows :—

’ Reparrs.—Rupees 1,224-1-3 were expended in repairing the coast road trans-
ferred to the Municipality by the Public Works Department and on drains. It is
difficult to separate the expenditure on drains from that on roads : side drains of the
latter serve to carry off the sewage. A moiety of the sum expended for the pay of
Ynspector, maistry, and sweepers is included in the above item.

Coxservancy.—Rupecs 775-10-6 were spent under this head for the half pay
of the Inspector, maistry, and sweepers,

Porice.—The Commissioners had topay Rupees 8,273-6-2, being the two years’
charges as noted. They remitted Rupees 8,340-10-8 ;
there is, therefore, an excess of Rupees 67-4-3 to be
refunded to the Municipality.

EsTABLISEMENT.—Rupees 1,640-14-0 were expended under the head of “ fixed
establishment,” and a special expenditure of Rupees 378 was incurred in surveying
and assessing the Municipality, a useful measure from which an increase annually of
Rupees 1,743 will accrue. The miscellaneous charges amounted to Rupees 415.7-0.

Rupees 114-5-5 were refunded, of which Rupees 107-1-5 were the excess of
Government contribution overdrawn in 1868-69.

5. The unsatisfactory result, as regards conservancy works and repairs to com-
munications, is to be attribfted to the heavy outlay on Police, the arrear of former

years having been overtaken,

No. 29. OrDER THEREON, 8th October 1870, No. 1248.

The receipts of the Municipality of Tellicherry, for the year 1869-70, are exhib-
. A P jtedinthe marginal abstract. The total

RS, A. P.
1868.69.cernvrre 4,185 10 8
1869.70.mmeee 4,087 11 8

Current— A
Bate on Houses, Buildings, and Landa 8,900 13 6
Tax on Art8, C.e we s e o o 1,363 8 0 jgRupees 14,249-6-3, or Rupees 772-15-10
Taux on Carriages and Animals ... .. 493 4 0 h i ¢ th d
Rogistration of Carta... = - = - 11 0 0 inexcess of che estimates, the discrepancy
i F [ P P 1) . . . A i
e v . w w w309 0.7 being due to variations i the estimated
o201 9 1 balance and the amount to be drawn as
drrearins contribution - - 1864 1 6 o te contribution. The former is nearly
Houwos = LT R three times the estimate made in January
Carrages L X 789 1869, and of the latter little more than
{9 of 7 . S v ser
Othor receipt » — 273811 8 }alf was drawn.
ther recetpts——
Depurtment of Public Works grant ... 525 16 0 .
Balance brought forward .. . .. 3,083 1 0 2. Of the curr?nt ad_].usted dem..and
of house and trades’ tax, justtwo-thirda

Total... 14,249 6 3
 ———

—



———

- e e =

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
8th October 1870.

were collected within the year; and of old arrears, amounting to Rupees 3,252-8-10,
Rupees 2,693-11-8 were collected. The outstanding balance under both heads,
namely, Rupees 4,553-7-1, if collected with punctuality, as it ought to have been,
would have supplied the Commissioners with funds for the repairs and improvements
of which the town stands in need.

3. The existence of large arrears in Tellicherry is attributed by the Commis-
sioners to the insuficiency of the pewers conferred by the Act for the realization
of municipal demands. The Government cannot think that there is much force
in the remarks made by the Commissioners on this subject in the last report and
referred to in the present one. The powers which in other towns have been found
suflicient to coerce defaulters cannot be so utterly: incffective against the defaulters
of Tellicherry ; and the true explanation seems to be the system adopted by the
Commissioners in collecting the house-rate in two half-yearly instalments along with
the professional tax—a system which, besides affording other oceasions for evasion
and delay, doubles the trouble of collection. If the assessments are made and noti-
fied in sufficient time, the collection of the first instalment of the professional tax
should commence ou the 1st June and should be over by the date on which the
house tax falls due, namely, the 1st August; and this tax again should be got in
before the second instalment of the professional tax falls due in November. If the
Commissioners collect, as is stated, the first instalments of the house and profes-
sional taxes togethor, they must either infringe the law as regards the house tax,
or needlessly postpone the collection of the professional tax for two months,

4. The expenditure of the Municipality is particularized in the margin, No

money was spent onnew works. TheCom-
Now Works o o e e e e o & T missioners have entered under ¢

_ repairs”
Repairs Rupees 1,224-1-3 ; but, from ther

Qomarney - - oo o omolEUERE Lt eport, 1t
Eetablishment . o o zoo2 o o aPpears that in this sum is included half
11,017 4 3 the cost of the conservancy establish-
Advances recoverable . 67 4 3 ment, on the ground that this establish-
Purpgs, G e Works 181 98 zl?tdiv;i Semg}li)iefl in lzepairing. roads
graut for coast road ... 448 6 9 : inclusion was impro-
Survey e e e o 288 0 0 706 6 9 PeDy and the Government have transferred
T a7 the sum to its proper head. The con-

Balance carried forward ... .. e e 1444 1 8

servancy establishment is certainly not
Total.. 14,249 ¢ 3 more than adequate to the performance

~ ofits proper dutics. The balance of the
expenditure on repairs 1s more than covered by the grant of imperial funds made fo
the Commissioners for the maintenance of the coast roal.

The Government will
not insist on the unexpended portion* of the grant being
repaid, but must decline to contribute on the expendi-
ture of funds supplied by the State. The amount, Rupeces 448.6-9, is, thercfore,
removed from the outlay with reference to which the State contribution is to be
calculated. The Government have also omitted the credit and debit of account in
connexion with a transfer receipt ; for, as obscrved by the Auditor, the transaction did
not involve actual receipt and payment. Notwithstanding the pressure caused by
the payment of police charges of two years, there was an unexpended halance at the
close of the year amounting to Rupees 1,444-1-8, The cost of establishment is

# Rupees 77.8-3.

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
8th October 1870.

disproportionately large, being Rupees 2,092-9-0, for the collection of Rupees
8,927-4-9 and expenditure of Rupees 2,448-5-5.

5. The Commissioners paid, during the year under review, the whole police
charges for 1868-69 and 1869-70, and Rupees 67-4-3 in excess of the actual cost

in 1869-70. This sum is now to be refunded, and is shown as an advance recoverable
in the above abstract.

6. The State contribution is to be struck on the current receipts, and will
amount to Rupees 2,067-3-0. The sum drawn is Rupees 1,864-1-6, and Rupees 203-1-6
are, therefore, still due. Before disbursing this amount, the President will report the
details of miscellaneous receipts, as the character of these may affect the amount due.

7. Thetown is still without public latrines, and the conservancy does not seem
to have improved. The report is almost entirely confined to a review and expla-
nation of the statement of accounts; but the Government regret to observe that, as
far as can be gathered from it, and from the transactions revealed by those statements,
the administration of the Municipality requires considerable improvement.

(True Extract.)

Chief Secretary. .

To the President of the Municipal Commission, Tellicherry.
,,» Inspector-General of Police.
,» Accountant-General.
,» Board of Revenue.
,, Public Works Department.
,» Sanitary Commissioner.

Exd. J. H. Burns.
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