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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
7th October 1870.

PRIV ad

No. 18.  Read the following letter from the President of the Municipal Commission,
- Negapatam, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George,
dated Vallam, 12th September 1870, No. 137:—

With reference to the remarks of Government in paragraph 11 of G. O., dated

30th July 1869, No. 1065, directing me to express my opinion on the condition of
tho tanks in Negapatam, and on the expediency of arranging for their transfer to
the Municipality, I have the honour to report as follows :—
.2, On_receipt of the Government Order, I addressed Mr. Hathaway, who was
then Vice-President, on the subject; but as he, in his reply, (a copy of which is
herewith enclosed,) dealt very much in genei'alities, and thought thatlittle or nothing
could be done, I waited till he had left the country on furlough, and then brought
the subject again to the notice of Mr. Stokes, whose report I herewith forward.

3. Mr. Stokes does not think that the Pagoda tanks can be transferred to
the Municipality, in which I agree with him, and proposes instead to get from
Europe a portable centrifugal pump by Messrs. Gwynne and Co., calculated to

" raise 1,500 gallons per minute to a height of twenty feet. By this pump the water
in the tanks can be emptied, and the tanks then easily cleaned. The advantages of
employing this machine are clearly pointed out by Mr. Stokes. The price of the

machinery, together with the cost of carriage, amounts to Rupees 5,000, which is-
rather less than what. the expenditure would amount to were the tanks only once
cleaned according to the ordinary method, since the clearing out of one tank alone

S

by the Municipality has cost Rupees 500, and there are, at least, ten more such
tanks which need improvement. The cost of working the machine, in respect:
to cach tank, would amount to only a small sum ; and this will, I imagine, be easily
recovered from the Pagoda Trustees. This scheme thus obviates all necessity for
a large annual outlay.

4. DBathing, of course, will have to be still allowed in the Pagoda tanks; but
whenever the water gets dirty, the trustees will be called upon to clean them, with
‘the aid of the pump. ,

5. Moreover, as Mr. Stokes observes, should the machinery at any time get out
of order, it can easily be repaired in the Negapatam Railway Workshop.

6. The Commissioners propose to provide funds for this project out of the
unexpended balance of last year remaining in their hands, and as, I think, it is a
good one, and likely to succeed, I beg to request the early sanction of Government
for the same. |

No. 19. OrpER THEREON, 7th October 1870, No. 1244.

The Government sanction the proposed purchase, by the Municipality of
Negapatam, of a centrifugal pump and steam engine for the purpose of clearing out
the tanks in the town. It is expected that Rupees 5,000 will cover all charges; but
the Government think that the Vice-President has over-estimated the charge for
freight, &c., at £150.

(True Extract.)

Chief Secretary.
To the President of the Municipal Commission, Nogapatam, with two sketches returned.
Exd. J. Wright.
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