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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Ii’or/fs Department,
27th April 1870.
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Read the following letters :—

No. 388. From the Acting Superintending Engineer, lst Division, to the
Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Dowlaish-
weram, 30th November 1869, No. 3,134.

ApverTinG to G. 0., No. 3,575, dated 8th instant, communicating for report
the endorsement of the Deputy Secretary to the Government of India, Publie
Works Department, on a memorandum from the Secretary to the Government of
India, relative to the employment of women about the barracks in Military Canton-
ments, I have the honour to state that I am of opinion that the practice of
employing women on Military works could ba done away with in large cantonments
where labour is available plentifully, and which if carried out will prove bene-
ficial in all respects.

No. 380. From the Superintending Engineer, 2ud Division, to the S:cretary to
Government, Public Works Department, dated Camp at Nizampatam,
29th November 1869, No. 1.

Ix obedience to G- O., No. 3,579, 8th instant, I have the honour to observe
that the additional cost of employing men and boys instead of women on barracks
seems to me the only difficulty as to carrying out the suggestion of the Deputy
Secretary to the Government of India.

2. I presume that the employment of women on new barracks or unocecupied
buildings would not be of any importance.

No. 390. From the Superintending Engineer, 3rd Division, to the Secrctary
to Government, Public Works Department, dated Camp at Cumbuin,
92nd November 1869, No. 2,482.

Wira reference to G- 0., No. 3,573, of 8th instant, I have the honour to
submit a copy ofareply from the Executive Eagineer, Bellary Range, and to inform
vou that I quite agree with what Colonel Palmer says: «All work to Military
:‘ buildings is carried out by contract, and it would not be practicable to force
i gontractors into the non-employment of women. They could not do so withont
« jnerease of rates, and the casting adrift of so many women would inflict a great
¢ hardship to those who trust entirely to these works for a livelihood.”

No. 39L From the Acting Superintending Engineer, 4th Division, to the
Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Madias,
26th November 1869, No. 4,408.

I reply to G. O, No. 3,575, dated 8th November 1869, I have the honour to
report that the opinion generally of Officers in this Division is unfavourable to
the discontinuance of the employment of women on Military works.

- 9. The Officer in charge of the very few Military works undertaken in North
Arcot states that female labour, to a great extent, may be discouraged, but the
Executive Engineers of the Northern and Southern Ranges, Presidency and Mount

Range, Madras, where large and small Military works are frequently in progress,
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tate that it is impossible to procure a sufficient number "of boys in place of women

st“ zssist bricklayers, and they are not so well-fitted for pounding chunam, which
0 ; .

is always undertaken by women.

3. Captain Hankin states that there is a d'\fﬁcu\t)t in pmcuﬁng boys after
they ixave served some time, as they soon learn, or consider that they have learnt,

the business of skilled labourers, and obtain employment as brickla.yers and
carpenters.

4. There would, I believe, be much difficulty in Fort Saint George 1. 5o
cure boys the moment they are wanted for petty Military repairs.

No. 392. From the Superintending Engineer, 5th Division, to the Seer

= etary t
Government, Public Works Department, dated Cuddalore, 26th Mz)lrclt
1870, No. 217.

Wit reference to G. O., No. 3,575, of the 8th November 1869, I have the
honour to report that the contractors at Bangalore state that 1

. . 1t will he ir -
for them to dispense with the employment of women on Military works Ppgasisle
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No. 396 OrpEr THEREON, 27th April 1870, No. 16

OrpereD that the following letter

be sent:—

[ MILITARY WORKS, No. 13-

il 1870.
(Here enter No. 1,122, dated 27th April 1870.)
(True Extract.)

Colonel, R.E,

Secretary to G overnment,

Exd. B. C. Shunker.
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Gobt. of {1870} &

PUBLIC WORKS,

Pusuic Works DEPARTMENT,
Forr St. GEora, 27th April 1870.
No. 397.
No. 1,122.
To
Tae SECRETARY To THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
Pusric Worgs DEPARTMENT.

Sir,—-Adverting to Colonel Crom-
melin’s endorsement, dated 15th Octo-
ber 1869, No. 1,094 B.M., on a Memo-
" randum of the Government of India in the Military Department in which a report
is called for regarding the practicability of dispensing with the employment of
B ohl , women on Military works in Cantonments, I am directed to state that the subject

S Lheatd ‘ was referred to the Superintending Engineers for an expression of their views, and

! these having been received, this Government is of opinion that, looking on the
g one hand to the difficulty of obtaining a sufficiency of labour if the services of
women be rejected, and on the other fo the greater expense of employing male

labour exclusively, it is scarcely practicable in some localities to carry out the

pring : MILITARY WORKS, No. 14.

x| measure, while in none can the arrangement be adopted with economy:.
APRIL, i I have the honour to be,
N _ Sir,
08, 388-396 Your most obedient Servant,
: "} : Colonel, R. E.,

| Secretary to Government.
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