


Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Depa
* 29th August 1870.

N/

nent,

No. 141, Read the following letter from the Sanitary Commiss
to the Chief Scerctary to Govermnent, Fort Saint George,
2nd August 1870, No, 15:—

With reference to Order of Government, dated the 21st J uly
Public Department, I have the honour to state that the police retd
deaths had kept me informed of the distribution of cholera in the di
which the works of the Great Southern of India Railway Company
carried out.

2. After a rather long period of rest, some portions of South
been subjected to an epidemic invasion of cholera ; and, unhappily, tle

{1

i)

r
t
‘7

ofer, Madras,

l

ted Tanjore,

#70, No. 899,
s of cholera
icts through
ill have to he

i India have

received show that the epidemic, which was generally declining in
revived in some parts of the Tinnevelly District. Cholera has been
diffused, not only over the line of country on which railway survey w
carried on, but in many other parts of the districts of Madura and T4

3. The normal course of a cholera epidemic in the South ofInjll'
its chief strength in the first year of its invasion, a diminished|
second year, and but a feeble vitality in the thivd year. The presen
as the first year of a distinct epidemic wave from the northward, an
therefore, which have suffered during this epidemic will probably b
liable to a reproduction of cholera (climatic and other causes favou
duction) for a further period of one or, it may be, two years.

4.
Southern Districts, I am of opinion that it would be a prudent
measure for the Government to suppress, as far as practicable, all usel
of people at fairs and festivals in the districts concerned.  All expe
show that, while the epidemic tendency exists, cholera is encouraged ¢
into its local outhreaks by the assembly of human beings in unusua
these aggregations of people cannot be wholly prevented, it would, I tl
ou the part of the Civil authoritics to warn the native public of
personally run in attending such gathorings.

5. It is a matter of importance, too, that the fact of the unusua
cholera in Madura and Tinnevelly should be duly recognised by the
of the Great Southern of India Railway, so that every personal prec;
taken to preserve health in an exceptionally unhealthy season, Ineed §
to the importance of selecting high and dry encamping grounds, somg
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from towns and villages, for temporary or permanent residence, the cerq

of unknown or untried drinking water, and scrupulous care in regar
liness and cooking of fvod. I infer that some of the victims of chol
in Mr. Logan's letter, were recent arrivals in the country, and I}
quite true that such persons, coming within the choleraic influence, a

to become affected by it, than those who have lived longer in the coujit

expevimentally learned the necessity for strict personal hygiene,

6. The papers before me do not specify any one locality, the
of which, in regard to cholera, require to be specially investigated,
that cholera is not confined to the line on which the survey works are
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Procecdings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
20th August 1870, ”

out; but that it is very widely distributed and, consequently, I do not apprehend

much practical henelit from a personal inspection of the line. However, on this

point I hope to be able to speak more clearly after my inspection of Madura and
Al

after apersonal interview with the Chiof Engineer of the line.

7. Thope to be at Madura about the end of the present month.

LSS

No. 142, ORrpER THEREON, 20th August 1870, No. 1087,

Communicated to the Department of Public Works, and to the Board of
Revonue with a view to Collectors of Districts being instructed to make generally
known the prevalence of cholera in the Southern Districts, and the probability of a
continuance of the disease in an cpidemio form, -

2. The Collectors in their Notification should warn the public of the danger
which will attend the usual pilgrimages to the shrines of the Southern Districts,
more especially those in the Tinnevelly and Madura Districts.

(True Extract.)
H. E. STOKES,
Under Secy. to Gopi.

To the Public Works Department,
s levenue Department,
o Inspector-General of the Tndian Medical Department,

.

Lixd. J. Wright.
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