


Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
2610 August 1870,

No. 133, Read the following petition from CHENGAM NATTAN, and others,
fishermen, residing at Madras, dated 27th June 1870, No. 1485 s
State that, from time immemorial, thoy fish in the Cooum river, but that the
Commissioner of Police has issucd orders prohibiting them from fishing in the Coourn
from Governor's bridge to iron bridge, when tho river is not full. |

2. Add that they laid a complaint on the subject before the Conunissioner of
Police who refused to grant their yequest. ' ' -

3. Pray that Government will be pleased to allow them to fish in all parts of
the Cooum river,

No. 154 Orprr ‘rEREON, 26th August 1870, No. 1079,

The Government have had frequently of late before them the question whethor
fishing should be permitted in the Cooum river more especially in those portions
between the iron bridge and the cometeries.

2. It was represented, both by the Commissioner of Police and the Sanitary

Commissioner, that the disturbanee of the bed of the river by the fishermen wading
in it, and the heaping of shell-fish on the banks of the river, were serious publie
nuisances, and likely to endanger the public health. :

3. On the 21st May last the Government issued an order prohibiting, until
further notice, all fishing in the Cooum river between the Government-House bridge
and the bridge which crosses the river near the cemeteries, The exocution of tho
order was entrusted to the Commissioner of Police. ~Against this order the persons
who have hitherto fished in the Cooum have petitioned the Government, stating
that they have, from time immemorial, enjoyed the right of fishing in the Cooum.

4. From the papers which are before the Government, and which will be
transmitted to the Advocate-Greneral, it would seem, (see letter from the Commis-
siorier of Police, dated R5th March 1867, in Proceedings of Grovernment, 9th April
1867,) that the conservancy of the river belongs to the Department of Public Works,
but the SBuperintending Engineer, 4th Division, states that the right to grant -
permission to colleet shell-fish has never been exercised by his department. It would
also appear that the permission to catch fish had formerly been granted by the
Commandant of Engineers. The fishermen themselves state that they collect shell-
fish by long-cstablished custom, and that they have never obtained express permis.’
sion from anybody.

5. Before taking any further action in this matter, His Bxcellency the
Governor in Council direets that these papers be communicated to the Advocate-
General, who will submit to Government an opinion as to the probable legal validity of
the claim, to a prescriptive right of fishing in the Cooum, advanced by the petitioners.
The Advocate-General will also advise Government as to the means which should be
adopted, in the event of his considering the right claimed to be legally valid, to
restrict the exercise of the right in such a manner as shall sufficiently sccure the
public health. 7 '

? (Txue Lxtract.)
I E. STOKES,
; , Under Secy. to Govt,
To the Government Solicitor, with papers.
"~ ,,  Commissioner of Tolice.
,  Sanitary Commissioner.
Bxd, J. Wright.
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- Procecdings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
26th August 1870.

No. 133. Road the following petition from CHENGAM NATTAN, and others,
fishermen, residing at Madras, dated 27th Junc 1870, No. 1435 :—
State that, from time immemorial, they fish in the Cooum river, but that the
Commissioner of Police has issucd orders prohibiting them from fishing in the Cooum
from Governor's bridge to ivon bridge, when the river is not full.

o Retrid-thatthey-laid-a-complaint on the snbject before the Commissioner of

~Police who refused to grant their request.

3. Pray that Government will be plea:aed to allow them to fish in all parts of

the Cooum river.

‘No. 134. Orprr THEREON, 26th August 1870, No. 1079,

The Government have had frequently of late before them the question whether

" fishing should be permitted in the Cooum river more especially in those portions
“between the ivon bridge and the cemeteries.

2. It was represented, both by the Commissioner of Police and the Sanitary
C()nlmlelOUel that the disturbance of the bed of the river by the fishermen wading

© in it, and the heapmg of shell-fish onthe banks of the river, were serious pubhc

‘nuisances, and likely to endanger the public health.

3. On the 21st May last the Government issued an order plolubltmg, until

"further notice, all ﬁshmo' in the Cooum river between the Government-House bridge
“and the bridge “which crosses the river near the cemeterics. - The exccution of the

order was entrusted to the Commissioner of Police. Against this order the persons
who have hitherto fished in the Cooum have petitioned the Government, stating
that they have, from time immemorial, enjoyed the right of fishing in the Cooum.

4, From the papers which are before the Government, and which will be

-transmitted to the Advocate-General, it would seem, (see letter from the Commis-

sioner of Police, dated 25th March 1867, in Proceedings of Giovernment, 9th April
1867,) that the conservancy of the river belongs to the Department of Public Works,
but the SBuperintending Engineer, 4th Division, states that the right to grant
permission to collect shell-fish has never been exercised by his department. It would
also appear that the permission to catch fish had formerly been granted by the

~Commandant of Engineers. The fishermen themselves state that they collect shell-

fish by long-established custom, and that they have never obtained express permis-
sion from anybody.

5. Before taking any further action in this matter, His Excellency the
Governor-in Council-divects-that these- papers. be-eommunicated -to the Advocate- -
General,who wﬁl submit to Government anopinion as to the probable legal validity of
the zhxm, to a preseriptivoright of fishing in the Cooum, advanced by the petitioners,
The Adveeate-General will also advise Goyernment as to the means which should be
adopted, in the event of his considering the right claimed to be legally valid, to
restriet the exerciso of the right in such a manner as shall sufficiently secure the
public health,

(True Extract.)

H. E. STOKES,

Under Secy. to Govt,
To the Government Solicitor, with papers,

s Commissioner of Police.
y  Sanitary Commissioner,
Exd, J. Wright,
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