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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,

16th August 1870,

Read the following papers -
No. 09. From the Under Seerctary to the Government of India, TTome Depart.
ment, (Public,) to the Chief Sceretary to Government, Fort Saint George,
dated Simla, 30th June 1870, No, 3138,
T'am directed to invite attention to the communication, dated 23rd April 1870,
No. 2036, and to request un early veply thercto,

Sunseer.—Requesting, with reference to the Proceedings of the Madras
Government, Nos. 66 and 67, for the month of January last, to make some further
inquiry as to the practice which prevails at Pondicherry of allowing Réunion coolies
to disembark at that port on their return home—Bengal.

e

The Protector of Emigrants is requested.to expedite the submission of the
report called for in G. O,, 14th May 1870, No. 618,

ForT SAINT GEORGE, (Signed) H. E. STOKES,
12¢h July 1870. ' Under Secy. to Govt.

LS Se—

No.100.  FromJ. H. BLAIR, Esq., Protector of Emigrants,xtovthe Chief Secretary
to Government, Ootacamund, dated Madras, 14th July 1870, No. 64-W.

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of letter from the Under Seeretary
to the Government of India, Home Department, of June 30th, 1870, with your
Under Secretary’s endorsement requiring submission of the veport called for iy
Government Order, 14th May 1870, No. 613.

2. Inreply Ibeg to state that I entered into communication with the British
Consular Agent at Pondicherry on the subject, but before receiving his answer
Government Order of June 4th, 1870, No. 715, was sent to me.

3. On consideration thereof, I believed that the matter had been finall 3
settled, as orders had been sent to the British Consul, Réunion, not to despatel any
more Bongal emigrants, vi2 Madras Presidency, and, therefore, did not report or
the subject. ;

4. T'was informed by the British Consular Agent, Pondicherry, that only two
® Soo lotter of Gih Jan, 1870, No.5, 1019 of Bengal emigrants had ever disembarked at

from 17;%2?;}*?;{) of (if;*:#{*(‘;“:a ¢° Pondicherry. Tl»m ﬁr;t of thirty-'tl'irecz men from the
;’ﬁ?&;@, s of Madva Gove,, - Aina on the 2nd December, (regarding which I reported
fully to Government.*) , ;

5. The second disembarkation of eoolies was from the Ship Formesa, on Apnil
18th, 1870. Sixteen men landed lato in the evening, and the British Consular
Agent states that, before he knew anything about them, they had left Pondicherry,
the letter informing him that they wers on board and would bo landed, not having
been delivered till after thelr departure. ‘

6. No report was sent to me by the Dritish Consular Agent, and no expla.
nation has heen given by him why he failed to report the landing of the emigrants ;
he cortainly ought to have known they were on board, and should have inspected
ihem on landing,
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7. Ou the 5th July another batch of seventeen coolies (thirteen men and four
womon) were landed at Pondicherry from the French Ship P. A. J.; they were in
oood health, made no complaints, and left Pondicherry on the 5th instant, on route
for Madias, They have not, however, appeared before me.

8. Copy of a letter from the British Consul, Réunion, is forwarded, giving his
reasons for sending these coolies by the P. A. J.; this officer appears to have taken
upon himself to disobey the orders of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs,
reforred to in paragraph 8 of the Despatch from the Right Honourable the Secretary
of State for India, quoted in Proceedings of Madras Government, Public Department,
of June 4th, 1870,

4. 1 have only further to state my decided opinion, that no coolies belonging
to the Bengal Presidency should be allowed to embark in ships calling at Madras
Ports, on any pretence whatever.

No. 10L Despatch from the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for India,
to Iis Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor-General of India
in Council, dated India Office, London, 31st May 1870, No. 57,
(Public) i

In continuation of my Despatch of the 10th of March last, No. 23, I forward,

herewith, for the informati i

1. Kxtract from Despateh of Ier Majesty’s Consul at > . rmafion of your
Réanion, to Secy. of State for Poreign Affuirs, 25th Jan, Kxcellency in Couneil, and for commu-
1870, Separnte, . .

2. Despatoh frow do, to do. 9th Feb, 1870, No.6, nication to the Government of Madras,
with two enclosures, '

3. Letter from India Offico, to Forcign Office, 5th May @ copy of the further correspondence
1874. . . »

4. Lwttor from Foreign Office, lo Tudia Ofios, 21st May NoOfted In the margin, which has taken
1870, with three ouclosures, ;

#. Lotter frum India Ofice, to Foreign Office, 31at May plﬁ(}@ relative to the means and route of
1870 : :
! return of Bengalee coolies to Bengal.

[o——

Txtract from Despateh of Her Majesty's Consul at Réunion, to the Seeretary of State for Foreign
Affairs, dated 20th January 1870.

“ Paragraph 12, The system pursued by the Local Administration in affording repatrie-
ment to those immigrants who claim it, still leaves wuch fo be desired, and the remarks on this
head in my report for 1868 still apply. ' '

13.  During the past year, many Bengal coolies have been sent back to India, {2 Pondi-
cherry, partly hecause they demanded their repatriement, and invariably preferred to take pussage
to India, in the first vessel that presented itself (regardless of the port to which she might
be bound,) to the chance of remaining for an indefinite time in this country, and partly because
thero were no other means available.

14. The Madras Government, however, have raised objections to their being sent hack
hy that route, on the ground of expense, and the Government of India now divect their being
returncd, vid Mauritiug. '

15. It appears, however, that the objections raised by the Madras Government apply
equally to the route proposed by the Government of India. ‘

16. The preliminary expensc of their pasage by steamer to the latter Colony, and the
subsequent charge for their support, whilst in the Government depdt there, waiting for transport,
cause objections to be raised by this Colony and Mauritius, as well as by Madras.
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17. Tt appears to me that the only satisfactory and  cflicient solution to the difficulty 1s to
call upon the Freneh Government to fulfil the engagements which they have contracted, and for
the due performance of which the British Government is responsible to the coolic.

18, These men were shipped at Caleutta, under an engagement to be returned to that port
at the expiration of their five years' service if they desived it.

19, 1f the Local Government is unable to find them passage hence to Calcatta, Jeb them be
gent to Pondicherry ; but let it be understood that their responsibility does not end there, and that
the expense of thelr furthier passage is to be defrayed by the Freneh Governwcnt.”

r———

From B. SEGRAVE, Esq., to the Barl of CLARENDON, &c., “&c., dated Réunion, 9th
Fehruary 1870, No. 6,

T hiwso the honour to acknowledge the receipt of My, Spring Rice's Despatch, No. 7, of the
29nd December last, covering a Desputeh from the Government of India, with reference to the
return of Bengal coolies from this Colony to India, vi Pondicherry and Madras.

2, I have the honour, herewith, to transmit to your Loxdship Extracts from Despatches
addressed by me to the Protector of Immigrants at Mauritius and the Governor of this Colony,
from which your Lordship will perceive that the ohjections raised by the Madras Government on
the ground of expense are equally made by the Governments of Mauritius and Réunion.

3. T have also been informed that, as a gencral rule, masters of ships refuse to call at this
place for return immigrants unless they are ensured at least 100 passengers, which it will be quite
impossible for this Government to do.

4. T would beg to submit to your Lordship that the simplest and most effectual solution
of the difficulsy would be to call upon the French Government to fulfil the engagements made with
the Bengal coolies vecruited at Caleutta, viz., to give them a free refurn passage to that port. If
they are unable to do- so directly, they can always be consigned to the Freneh authorities at
Pondicherry, with instructions that the cost of their further passage to Bengal is to be defrayed by
the French Government. '

5, The Consular Agent at the latter port might be instrueted to see that no unnecessary
delay took place in forwarding them to their destination,

[rRsem———,

Bxtroet from o Note from the Tlon, I BEYTS, Protector of Bmigrants, Manritius, to Her
Majesty's Consul, Réunion, dated 14eh Junuary 1870.

All T could do to assist you in sending your eoolies hack to India, would be to charter ships
for you, if you desive it, or to receive your coolies and forward them. This, however, would
probably be too expensive : there would be the passage from Réunion to this, and the keeping
of the coolics here until the ship bo ready.  The other plan, that of chartering vessels for you,
either wholly ave partially, would be more practicable,  We might supply a eertain number of the
passengers, and leave you to make up the complement,

Proessa

Lxtract of a Despatch from His Bxeellency the Governor of Réuuion, to Her Majesty’s Consul,
dated St Dends, 2nd Febraary 1870,

Quant & lavenir, eb jusgu's décision concertde entre nos deux Gouverncments, nous
continuerons & procéder comme par lo passé, ¢'est & dive, & profiter de toutes les wecasions qui
e prosenteront, soit pour Pondichéry, soit pour Calentta, ot J'ajonte que si des naviees partung
de Maurice pour cette derniéve destination consenteront & venir fulre escale & la Réunion sans
gqu'il en rédsultit une notable augmentation des frafs de possage, vwous ne moangquersns pas de leur
donner tous les coolies qui gernient & vepatrier pour Bengule.

Bi vous penses qu'il solb poasible de nouer guelque epération dans ee sen, je ne feral aucune
difficulté 4w’y préver, car Jestime que la solution pratique de la question reside duns nne
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combinaison de oc genro; nutrement, nous agirons & 'aventure, en quel sort, en envoyant 3
Maurice les Indicns que nous avons o repatrier sauns savoir quand, ou comment, ou 4 quelles
conditions de séjour et de passage, ils seraient reconduits dans I'Inde.

e —

¥From I. MERIVALE, Esq., Under Secretary of State for India, to the Under Secrctary of State,
Foreign Office, dated India Office, 5th May 1870, ,

T am directed by the Secretary of State for India in Council to acknowledge the receipt
of Mr. Spring Rice's letter of the 19th of March last, forwarding a Despatch from Her Majesty’s
Consul at Réunion, with its accompanying communications from the Protector of Immigrants at
Mauritius and the Governor of Réunion, on the subject of the return of Bengal coolies from that
Colony to India. Mr. Spring Rice also states that the Earl of Clarendon degires to be fuinished
with any observations which the Duke of Argyll may have to offer on this question.

Tn reply, T am to request that youw will state to Lord Clarendon that the Duke of Argyll,
having had under his consideration in Council these papers and the previous correspondence which
has taken place upon the subject to which they relate, is of opinion that' it is necessary, in the
interests of Her Majesty's Indian subjects, that the attention of the French Government should be

alled to the difficulties still attending the return to their homes of Bengal coolies whose contracts
of servige at Réunion have expired, and that the same Government be requested, in fulfilment of
the engagements contained in- the Coolie Convention of 1861, to issue to their Administration at
Réunion the necessary instructions for agsuring to the Bengalee immigrants a return free of e;izpense
to thelr own éountry, His Grace considers it should be added that, in cases in which these coolies
cannot be sent direet to Caleutta, the port from which they were taken, the British Government
would request that they may be despatched to Pondicherry and thence to Caloutta at the expense
of the French Government, ,

The enclosures to Mr. Spring Rice's letter under veply are herewith returned, as requested.

eyt "

From ARTHUR OTWAY, Esq., to the Under Secretary of State for India, dated 21st May 1870.

With reference to your letter of the 5th instant, suggesting the nature of the representations
that should be made to the French Government regarding the means of providing for the refurn
to India of Bengal coolies whose engagements in Réunion have expired, I am directed by the Baxl
of Clarendon to enclose, for the consideration of the Secretary of State for India in Council, a
copy of a further Despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul at Réunion upon this subject, and I am to
state that, before he acts upon yowr previous letter, Lord Clarendon would be glad to know
whethor Mr. Segrave's later Despatch will invelve any alteration in the communication to the
French Government suggested in that letter,

m———

From B. SEGRAVE, lisq,, to the Earl of CLARENDON, &ec., &c., dated Béunion, 20th March
1870, No. 16.

Referring to my Despateh, No. 6, of 9th ultimo, I have the honour to transmit o your Lord-
ship copy of a Despateh which I have received from the Government of Mauritius, detailing the
terms on which the Government of that Colony is prepared to receive time-expired Bengal coolics
from Itéunion, with a view to providing them with passage to Caleutta. These terms appeared to
me to he so fair towards the administration to employers of labour in this Colony, and ab the same
timo so well caleulated o carry oub the views of Ier Majesty’s Government, that a copy of the
Despateh was transmitted to the Government, and I took the liberty of inviting Iis Lxcellency to
ageede to the proposed arrangemaents.

I have the honour, herewith, to transmit the reply which T have received, from which your

Toordship will perceive that M. de Lornel declines to entertain the proposals contained in Sir H. A

Burkly’s Despatch on tho grounds of the increase, and (in consequence of possible detention in the
dep0t) uncertainty of the expense.
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Fhave not much confidence in the suceess of the plan which g Exeelleney proposes to adopt
as a gubstitube, viz, that vessels from Mauritiug should call here for coolic passengers on their
wiy to Caleutba.

In the fivst place, Réunion is out of the course of ships bound from Port Louis to Calentta,
and the calling here would prolong the voyage at least a week, a mabter for consideration with
Mastors and Owners of ships, when they have a large munber of passengers to he sahsisted during
the delay, ‘

It appears, moreover, from Sir 1. Barkly’s Despatch that the average cost of passaze from
Mauritius to Caleuttais £4, whereas, I am informed, that the highest rate generally paid from
Réunion to Caleutta is 80 francs or £3-4-0, hence thero may possibly arige difficultics as to whether
the sum offered by the Local Administration would be sufiscwment rémunsrative.

[

From Sir . BARELY, Governor of Mauritius, to Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul, Réunion,
dated Government House, Mauritius, 4th March 1870,

In reply to your letter of the 1dth instant, No. 7, roeporting that you have received instrae-
tions from the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, that for the future Bengal coolies whose
terms of service in Réunion may have expired, are to be sent hack to their homes in India, wid
Mauritins, and inquiring what arrangements can be made for their reception, the average cost of
return passage, &c., I have the honour to inform you that the veburn coolies in question can be
admitted into our depét, and allowed to take advantage of the ships engaged for owr time-expired
lmmigrants,

That the cost of their maintenance whilst awaiting cubarkation would gmount to Gd.
per day for each adult, and that the average rate of the passages of ¢oolics returning hence to

Caleutta is £4,

Before, llawever, proposing to receive thesc men, I should be glad to learn the number that
would probably be despatched.

Trom His Ixcellency the Governor of Réunion, to Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul, dated St.
Denis, 22nd Mareh 1870,

J’ai I'honneur de vous accuser reception de votre lettre du 13 du courant, No. 30, et de la
opie de la lettre du Gouverneur de1'Ile Maurice quiy otait annexce. ‘

Ces deux communications sont relatives au repatriement des Indiens originaires du Deugale
ar voie de Maurice.

Je ne puis quo confirmer 4 ce sujet ma lettre du 2 Fovrier dernier, No. 27. La solution
watique de cette question réside dans la relache & I Réunion de navires de Maurice allant au
Jengale ; nous ne pouvons en effet diriger a1'aventure ces immigrants sur lile volsine sans savoir
uand il g’y présentera un navire partant pour Calcutta, ou combien de temps les immigrants
nvoyés o Maurice y resteront au depot.

Llinconnu do la dépense serait dans ee cas, et indépendamment de son chiffre ¢levé, incom-
ible avec le mode de paiement qui st imposé a Padministration par los contrats passés avec les
ngagistes.

Jependant Vadministration fera tout ce qui sera en son pouveir ponr agsurer e retour s
wleutta des Indiens du Bengale. Iille est dlsposde 4 payor aux capitaines qui ncoepteraient s
enir prendre nos immigrants & repatvier, une somme sullisament rémundrative; et j'éerls an Consal
¢ France fi Maurice pour qu'il chereho & traiter avee le congignataire d'un bitiment retournant
ans Ulnde pour le repateicment des 52 lodiens originaires de cotte Présidence que nous avons

renvoyer dang leur pays.

Jlespire que cotte négociation aboutera, et dans eo cas nous suivrons la méme marche clugne
s que noud aweons & repatrier un nombre sullisant 4’ lndiens de la méme origine,
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From IL MERIVALE, Esq., Under Sccretary of State for India, to the Under Sceretary of State,
Toreign Office, dated India Office, London, 31st May 1870.

1 am direeted by the Scerctary of State for India in Council to acknowledge the receipt of
your letter of the 21st instant, forwarding, for his consideration, a copy of a further Despatch‘
from Her Majesty’s Consul at Réunion, with accompaniments, regarding the means and mode of
return from that Colony to their own conntry of time-cxpired Bengal coolies ; and reques‘uinfg that
the Earl of Clarendon may bo informed whether the above Despateh involves any alterat‘ion in the
communication 1*cr11;(:st(>|l in my letter of tho 5th instant, to be addressed to the French Govern-
ment on the subject.

In reply, 1 am to state, for the information of Lord Clarendon, that the Duke of Argyll, having
congidered in Couneil Mr. Segrave's present Despatch and its enclosures,.is of opinion that no
alteration need be made in the communication proposed in my letter above cited to be made to the
French Government. '

1lis Grace presumes that Lord Clarendon will make Mr. Segrave acquainted with that
communication which will be to a great extent in the sense suggested by that officer in his Despatch
of the Oth of February last, No. 6, forwarded to this office in Mr, Spring Rice's letter of the 9th
of March,

No. 3405.
Copy forwarded to the Government of Fort Saint George for information, in
continuation of this office endorsement, No. 2445, dated the 20th May last.

(By order of the Governor-General in Couneil,)

oy Derarryvest, PusLic, (Signed) W. M. SOUTTAR,
Sivra, 1804 July 1870. Offg. Under Secy. to the Govt. of India.
No. 102, OrpeER THEREON, 16th August 1870, No. 1035,

Ordered that the following letter he addressed to the Government of India, and
that a copy of the same be communicated to the Protector of Emigrants for his
wformation.

2. My, Blaiv will issue such instructions as may be necessary to the Consular
Azeut at Pondicherry for the protection of the interests of the Bengal coolies who
way from time to time be landed at Pondicherry.

(Signed) . 8. ELLIS,
Chief Secretary.

No. 102-A. To the Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department,
dated Ootacamund, 16th August 1870, No, 1035-A. ~
I'am desived to acknowledgo the receipt of your letter, dated 28rd April 1870,
No. 2036, vequesting that further inquiry should be made regarding t}h\éx practice
which appeared to prevail at Pondicherry of allowing Rdéunion coolics, belonging
to the Bengal Presidency, to disembark at that port on their return home, I am
also to acknowledge docket, No. 2445, dated 20th May Inst, and docket, No. 3403,
duted 18th July last, communicating further correspondence on the same subject.
2. In reply, I am to submit, for the information of the Government of India,
copy of a letter {rom the Protector of Emigrants at Madras, fwrnishing the inform-
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ation required. It would appear that three parties of Bengal returning emigrants
have disembarked at Pondiclicrry. In two of these cases the coolies soem to have
left Pondicherry by land, without the knowledge of the Consular Agont, and without
making any claim to be forwarded to Calcutta.

3. I'rom the recent correspondence forwarded under docket, No. 3405, 1t
appears that the French Government have heen moved by Ifer Majesty’s Secretary
of State for Foreign Affairs to issue to their Administration at Réunion the necessary
instructions for assuring to the Bengalee emigrants a return frec of oxpense to
their own country. In cases where the coolies cannot be sent dircet to Calcutta,
the port from which they were taken, Her Majesty’s Government request that they
may be despatched to Pondicherry and thence to Caleutta at the expense of the
French Government.

4. It scems, therefore, probable that returning Bengalee coolies may occasion-
ally still be landed at Pondicherry, and the necessary instructions have, therefore,
been issued by the Madras Government to the Consular Agent at that port to watch
carefully the arrival of vessels at Pondicherry with Bengalee coolies, so as to
secure for these the advantage to which they are entitled of being forwarded from
Pondicherry to Calcutta with the least possible delay, and at the expense of the
French Government. The Government consider, however, that it is very desirable
that the disembarkation of coolies belonging to the Bengal Presidency, at Pondi-
cherry, should, if possible, entirely cease, as there will almost always be difficulties
and irregularities in forwarding these coolies from Pondicherry to Calcutta.

(Bigned)  R. 8. ELLIS,
Chicf Seeretary.

s mﬂjﬁww‘m sy .

Bxd, . Wright
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