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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
16¢h August 1870. )

- o PO

No. 95. Read the following letter from G L. MORRIS, Esq., President of the
Municipal Commission, Combaconum, o the Chief Secretary to Govern-
ment, Ootacamund, dated Point Calimere, 29th July 1870, No. 192

With reference to the remarks contained in Glovernment Order, dated 12th
April 1870, No. 429, paragraphs 9, 10, and 11, I have the honour to state that tho
head of * Miscellaneous,” in the statement of estimated receipts of the Muanicipality
of Combaconum for the year 1870-71, includes “Tagisterial fines, fines on the
establishment, warrant fees levied from defaulting ~ate-payers, and such like iterus,
The actual collection under this head last year was Rupees 2896, There will
consequently be no necessity for a reduction of the Government contribution on
this account,

2. The amount realized under the head of “House-tax,” in the year 1869-7 0, was
Rupees 14,343 against Rupces 9012 of the year preceding. This large increase was
due to the fact of the tax having been revised in the beginning of the last year,
and the maximum rate of 74 per cent. adopteu in “1e assessment of houses. The
estimafed income from house-rate has, therefore, . en founded on the actuals of

1860-70,

L se oy ¢ 34 . £ a3
%, The Commissioners have, for a long Hme; folt the

v of having a
separate building to hold their office in, and have been prevented from building one
hitherto- only from want of sufficient funds. The estimate for this work having been
. prepared by Mr. Walch, the Executive Engineer of the Combaconum Range, in the
most eounvmical manuer-possible; the Commissioners submit that they are not able
to effect any reduction therein,

4. The appointment of a midwife was made at the general wish of the
Commissioners. They considered that the services of the Medical Officer in charge
of the Dispensary were beyond the reach of the poorer classes
from the large number of fatal cases of childbirth last
midwife was absolutely necessary.

i and that, judging
year, the entertainment of

6. With regard to the decrease in the estimated expendifure on conservancy,
I have the honour to state that last year the Municipal Commissioners were supplied
with thirty-six scavenging carts for Rupees 400 per mensem, whereas, in the year
preceding, the same number of earts wore engaged for Rupees 750 ; the estimate
for the current year having been founded ou (o otundy nf 120807 B the diffarnnas
between it and the estimate for 1869-70, which was founded on the actuals of
1868-69, is as large as Rupees 3336,

6. Regarding the item of Rupees 240 under the head of ¢ Police,” T beg to
state that a new Police Hospital was built at Combaconum in 1868-69, and that
the Commissioners agreed to pay Rupees 20 per mensem to the Officer in charge of
the Dispensary for attending the Hospital.

7. In conclusion, I beg to point out that there seems to be a clerieal orror in
the amount of Government contribution, which is given in the body of the Goverri-
ment Order as Rupees 11,180, The correct sum, which I conceive is Rupees 11,2135,
is given in tho margin among tho items of estimated receipts, I also take this
opportunity to bring to the notice of Governms “# that many doubts prevail in the
Municipalities of this district, with regard to the caleulation of the Government
contribution, and that definite rules, clearly pointing out the method by which the
State graut is to be ascertained, would be attended with great advantago.
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