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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Deparimeil,

15th August 1870,

No. 89. Read the following letter from the Supervisor of the Government Press,
to the Chief Secretary to Government, Ootacamund, dated Madras, 11th
August 1870 :— ,

I have the honour to submit, for the information of Government, the Superin-
tendent’s report upon the operations of the Press during the year 1869-70.

o' In the Sceretariat as o whole the work has remained nearly stationary
showing a slight increase of cost and namber of oviginal pages. But for the heavy
increase in the Revenue Department, there would have been a satisfactory decrease

7 The figures given in the margin for the
1807-68. 18GE-6D, 1869-70.
Poges, original matter.. .. 50,026 5U,001 5,708 last three years show that the great
WP e e andromude 0 gesn ozt increase which took place in 1868-69
Codi o L oo L Tupeen 4L 45815 ABLY g g0 stopped in 1869-70, owing, it 18
believed, to the efforts made to reduce the work,

3. There has Wen an enormous increase of 4043 solid pages, and 362,662
impressions in the Revenue Board Department. The increase in cost, however, has
not been commensurate with that of work done, as the increase Las been chiefly in
light work, which is paid for at Jower rates.

4. Tt will be obscrved that the allowance for depreciation of stock and interest
are much higher for 1869-70 than for the previous year. This Is owing to the
revised valuation of stock adopted under G. O., 4th April 1870, No. 382. Notwith-
standing this, however, the cost per page has slightly decreased.

From the Superintendent of the Government Press, to the Supervisor of the
Government Press, dated Fort Saint George, 20th J uly 1870,

I have the honour to forward, herewith, the usual Statements showing the
amount, cost, and value of the work turned out at the Government Press, and
the Penitentiary Branch Press, during the year ending 31st March 1870,

9. Once more there has been a considerable increase to the number of pages
printed, and to the number of copies or impressions struck off, the total number of
foolseap pages of matter being,—

In 1868-69 e eee uee e e e e 11,006
LLB60-T0 . i e e e wee e e 127,000

Increase... 16,060

The number of impressions or copies struck off amounted to,~—
In 1868-60 .. o e e wen e e LBG07,737
%8 1869"70 s ay [ 204 «.’. k..‘ e 2,08,89,801

Increase.,. 52,82,004

[ TR

, : ‘ S mE AL P
The actual cosh in 1838-60 was... ... 138,022 8 4 «
N 186970, 1,682,627 4 B
Inerease... ... 14,604 12 ¥
Less than Annas 14-6 per page, for 520 copies per page.

3. In the Departments under the Chief Secretary, and in the Military
Department, there lus been a considerable decrease in the number of pages printed
(chietly staternents) since the issue of Memorandum, dated 30th June 1868, No. 270,
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and also a deercase in the cost, although there has been an inerease in the press-

work of the first-named department, as shown below i—
R&. A P,
Public, &e...In 18G8-G9, foolseap pages ... 16,200 Cost... 13,140 4 7

i.6 ‘

L Lsenae, CUUD sy, 12,015 011
Decreasc... 2,700 1,184.13 8

In 1868-69, Tmpressions...... 1,82 951

., LBGY-T0, e 282,084

Inerease... 50,853

3, .

Military... Tn 1863-69, foolseap pages... 14,459 Cost .. 10,600 6 4
186090, . e . lapT3 o, 10,021 8B 6

bR ]

Decrcase .. 546 578 138 10
Tn 1868.6G9, Tmpressions ... 2,47, 144
186070, e 2,094,584

Deerease. .. 37,769

4. In the Revenuc Department there has been an inerease under all heads-
number of pages, press-work, and cost—as given in the following statement : —
RS. A. P,
In 1868.69, foolscap pages .. 8,860 Costi.. 7,007 11 7
1868-69, p pag , 861 /501
. 1869-70, 12193, 8809 1411

3t 3y A
Increage... 2,683 .- 1,502 8 4
W i st S AR : . B ]
In 1863-69, Impressions ... 1,539,500
. 1860-70, L. 815,585

Tnerease... 66,085
5. Tn the Pullie Works Department, althongh the amouut of work rose rapidl:
during the first six months of the year, a great reduction was made in the last sz
wonths, but still leaving a slight Increase on last yvear t—

B8, A T
In 1868-60, foolscap pages... 10,033 Cost... 14556 7 8
., L86h-T0, e 20,123 L 15,092 6 8
Inerease... 1,000 585 1 0

In 18G8-09, Impressions... ... 3,65,505

., 156970, o 8,054,002
Decrease... we 10,608

6. In the Revenue Board Department there has been an increase on last year

ander all heads -
Ba. A, P,

In 1868-60, foolscap pages... 22,4091 Cost.., 10,692 ,\f 2

., 1869270, L RGhse 20,586 2 05
Increase... 4,043 894 0 3

PO a1, ST

In 1868.60, Tmpressions... .. 4,54,050
1860-70, " e e 816,712

[N ——

Increase... 3,062,662

3
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7. The Gazette Dopartment remained much the same as last year.
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8. In the Secret Department there was a considerable increaso (1000 pages)
chiefly owing to the Report of the Commissioner for settling claims against the Prince
Azeem Jah having been printed in it. The increase in cost has been aboub
Rupees 1000,

9. In last year’s report, under the head Miscellancous, the work of the Book
Department was included ; this year I have separated them, so that there does not
appear to be any addition to the number of pages printed in the Job Departiment 1

A } us. A b
In 1808-69, foolscap pages... 24,270 Cost... 33,431 90

, 18G9-70, e e 2033500, 25,277 5 7
Increase... 80 Decrease 8,154 3 3

In 1863-69, Impressions... 1,30,53,288
., 1869-70, . 1,61,86,011

P 8 8 st o Bniibvmant

Increase... 81,562,723

The decrease in cost is owing to a great portion of the work having been
printed at the Penitentiary.

10. In the Book Department, books and pampllets were printed numbering
in all 7174 pages, nearly one-third of which were expensive statements, many in
small type. These pages, reduced to foolscap, as in other departments, give as
below :—

ns. A. P,
In 1869-70, foolscap pages... 9,875 Cost... 14,724 15 7
Inecrease... voocevvivennns . ' 5y

The cost was very greatly enhanced by copy being sent in not properly
prepaved for press, several jobs having been thoroughly altered {rom their originfxl
shape, and that more than once, necessitating a large ouflay for corrections and
alterations. The cost of these corrections, during the past year, was Rupees 1375
for 11,000 hours. , :

11. I have compared the cost in the Government Press during last year
with outside prices, and the results are generally favourable. In the Book Depart-
ment a loss appears (111 per cent.) as compared with Graves” and Cookson’s rates,
but compared with other printers’ rates, shows a gain of 21 per cent. by Govern-
ment doing their own printing.  Add the amount paid for making authors’ correc-
tions and alterations to Graves’ rates, and the result 1sonly 2 per cent. in their favour.

12. But as I have said before, the schedule of rates for which Graves and
Cookson offered to do Government printing was prepared without thought or
caleulation, and they could not possibly have worked at those rates. 1 give
the staternent below to show that their prices were all guess-work (—

SrarraexT showing number of types in o page, price proposed by Graves, Cookson and Co., and
correct priee, foundaed on their charge per page for piea,

Toolseap Folio, solid. ~ Royal Octavo, solid.

s Graves, - e Graves, | ..
1“’)?’&;“ &1 Cockson & CU:J{:{': to Ty pf’ﬁén a Conkson & (’O:::ﬁ f’ to
PREC Ao s price. | PAZC- gy price. e
R$. A. .| RE. K0P RS, A B RS AL F,
Piea .. .o e 4,310 11 00110 Qs 012 01012 0
Small Pica... ..o 5,600 L2 0l 1 500 guss L 60 100
Long Primer © ... ... 6,776 A U V0 R S X I ¢ 8,648 16001 37
Bowrgeots v 0 L 8,720 2 0 0 LR R 4,608 1 2.0 {810
Brevier,., ... .. .. 4,765 24 01 2 6 5,450 T4 00118 2
Nonpareil .., w | 17,500 60 0 4+ 4 1,282 B0 0191 3
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In addition to this “rise in scale” one anna per page more should be paid for
Bourgeois, two annas for Brevier, and one rupee for Nonpareil, small type being far
mare troublesome to compose thau large.

13. In caleulating Giantz’ and Foster’s *eost,” 1 have deducted 20 per cent.
from their prices for private work, Mr. Foster Laving told me he would be willing
to do so, provided he could get all the work.

14. Tn the Binding Department there Las also been a much larger quantity of
work turned out, both in the Government Press and in the Penitentiary Branch i—

In Government Press, in 1868-69, Books bound or half-bound... ... 0,815
., 18GY-T70, vs ) 10,978

e ———

Increase... 1,160

¥

,, 1868-69, Books stitched, or folded and pasted. 87,401

. 7 1869-79, N ., . 1,74,856
Increase... 87,455
. ,, 1868-69, Sheets ruled in blue and red ... 4,562,967

» ,s 1869-70, ' . e 2,11,089

s i m—

Decrease... 2,41,878

[T

Phe value of the binding and ruling was—
R8. A, P,
Tn TRER-09,.. o0 o0 ol e e e e e e e 7,153 4 10
CABGIT0ce e e e e e e e e e 9,43413 5

PR b TSNS AR

lncreage... 2,281 8 7

Iu Penitentiory Branch, in 1868-69, Binding, various... . v ... 12,256
" ., 1869-70, ’s wer o aee e . 20950

Increase ., 8,694

1868-69, Books sewed, stitched, &e ... ... 49,343

:: ’;’1 1869'70) 53 » wee : 65:878

Increage.., 16,535
" ,» 1868-69, Sheets ruled in blue and red ... 1,56,935
. ., 18G9-70, " v, .. 8,718,046

Increase... '2,21,1]1

Valug—
- e RS, A, P,
11‘1 18‘;5{'09.” inw e sae LYY asw R LYY IXR] Xy o P 739 15 2
o FHUGD-TOL ol e e e e e e e 2,872 10 2

I ——————Ene 3o

Increase... 1,682 11 ¢

15. The increaso o the out-turn of work at the Penitentiary Press has been
much greater than could have been expeeted, taking into consideration the quality
of the workmen. In caleulating the cost of this work I have put down Rupees 2000
for superintendonce. The value of the printing, at office rates, for the year, is
Rupees 19,548-4-0; for binding, perforating, and machine ruling, Rupees 2372-10-2.
The cost of establishment, including superintendence, contingencies, depreciation,
&e., added to convict labour (Rupees 6654) has been Rupees 12,989-13-7, showing
a clear profit of Rupees 8926-0-7,
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Sraremexnt A.— Quant

ty and value of Work done at the Government Press, during the Oficial year 1869-70.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,

16tk August 1870.

16th August 1870,
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