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Lroceedings of the Madras Government, Public Depariment,
12tk August 1870 '

L S S s i 8 e i et

No. 84. To the Secvetary to the Government of India, Home Department, date d
Ootacamund, 12th August 1870, No. 1019.

I am divected to submit, for the consideration of the Government of India, the
expediency of allowing service in the office of President of the Municipal Commission
for the Town of Madras, when held by a Military Officer or by an Officer in the
Civil Service of Government, Covenanted or Uncovenanted, to count for pension,
2, I am to state that the appointment in question has just becomo temporarily
vacant, the permanent incumbent, Colonel C, A. Denison, a retired Officer of Her
Majesty’s British Forees, having been compelled by ill-health to proceed to England
on two years’ leave ; and that the Madras Government have experienced considerablo
difficulty in filling up the vacancy, partly in consequence of the comparatively small
salary, which under the proviso contained in Section 13 of the Madras Municipal
Act of 1867 is available for the Acting President, after providing a suitable absontee
allowance for the permanent incumbent, and partly in consequence of the appoint-
ment heing one, which being paid out of Municipal funds, does not carry with it a
claim to pension from the State.

3. The duties of the office are such as demand on the part of the holder
considerable aptitude for business, physical activity, and sound judgment and tact
in dealing with alarge body of Commissioners, drawn from the European, Eurasian,
and native communities. The salary hitherto allowed has heen Rupees 1200 per
mensem, the minimum rete of salary authorized by the Act; and in the present
state of the Municipal finances, the Government of Madras would be very unwilling
to sanction any considerable addition to this salary ; butit will be readily understood
that it is extremely difficult to select from among the non-official classes in this
country a person possessing the requisite qualifications, and willing to accept the
office on the salary above mentioned, of which, it may be observed, in the case of
an acting appointment, only a portion can be given.

4, As a general rule the selection must be practically limited to the Military
Service and to the Uncovenanted Civil Service, and it is not to be expected that an
officer of any standing in cither of those services will take the appointment if the
time passed in if is not to count for pension.

5. On the present oceasion the CGovernor in Council has appointed a Field
Ofiicer of the Madras Staff Corps to act as President of the Municipal Commission,
and has intimated to him that the Government of India will be moved to allow his
service in the appuintment to count as service qualifying for his Military pension.
I am dirccted to request that this arrangement may receivo the sanction of His
Excolleney the Viceroy and Governor-General in Council, and that a similar rule
may be applied to any Officer of the Civil or Military Services who may hereafter
be appointed. ‘ ' :

~ ' - (Signed) R. 8 BLLIS, ‘
Chief Scerelary.

Exde J, Wrights
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