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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
1200 August 1870.

From J. W. BREEKS, Esq., President of the Municipal Commission, Coonoor, to
the Chief Sceretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Qotacamund,
24th June 1870, No. 26.

I have the honour to forward the annual report of the Coonoor Municipality
for 1869-70.

2. The Auditor’s report should contain more information as to the nature of
the audit.

3. The Municipality has six sources of income :—

. Rate on Iouses and Duildings,
Tax on Trades and Professions.
. Tax on Carriages and Animals.
Registration of Carts,

Market Tolls.

6. Miscellaneous receipts.
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Registers should be kept of Nos. 1 and 2,and the Auditor should see—

(1.) Whether the assessments entered in the Registers have been properly
caleulated. | '

(i)  Whether the collections have been earried to the proper head of aceount,
shown in the cash account and remitted to the Trcasury.

(31i.) - What balance remaing.to ba realived in each Rogister.

In Nos. 3 and 4, under the system at present obtaining owners of carriages,
animals, and carts are required to register the same in the Municipal Office,
and licenses are granted on payment of the prescribed tax, As-a check upon
collection printed cheque books of blank licepses consecutively numbered would
be useful.  On the counterfoil of every license issued, the date of issue, amount
received, and other particulars might be entered. « The Auditor could then compare
“the counterfoils with the Reégister; and see if the fees collected had been carried to
credit.

The Market Tolls, No. 5, are put up to public anction,

If cach receipt under No. 6 were put into the form of a memorandum, initialled
by the Manager and filed in a Miscellancous reeeipt-hook, the Auditor could compare
cach memorandum with its corresponding cash-book entry.

4. Inlike manner the Auditor should see that cach item of disbursemont was
supported by a voucher, and should verify the cash balanee on the 30th April, and
enter all these particulars in his report.

5. There can be no doubt, I think, of the benefit arising from Municipal action
in the town of Coonoor.  The Medical Officer has reported to me that the town i
becoming more healthy every year, and is cortainly much cleaner that it was”—-ar
huprovement which he attributes to the lubours of the Municipal Commissioners.

6. With reference to paragraph 13 of the report the Viee-President will e
requested so to arrange colleetion and expenditare as to avoid acrears in future, and
» dishurse the pay of the police every month, as ordered,
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5. The statoments submitted to Grovernment should have borne the Auditor’s
cortificate of correctness, and his report should have been forwarded to Government.
I'rom the remarks made by the President as to what an Audifor ought to do, the
(Government infer that the audit was unsatisfactory. The Government fully
concur in Mr. Breeks’ remarks and suggestions, and resolve to communicate them
to the Presidents of all Municipalities for information and gmdanca {'l‘ho Govern-

ment would add that it is the duty of the Auditor to examine whether the various
registers prescribed by the Act are kept and contain the prescribed particulars.

" % * # : ®
(True Extract.)
H, E. STOKES,
Under Secy. to Govt.
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Procecdings of the Madras Government, Pullic Department,
o
12th August 18170,
Read the following papers s
No. 65. From J, W. BREEKS, Esq., President of the Munieipy
Coonoor, to the Chiet Secretary to Government, Fort Sai
Ootucamund, 24th June 1870, No. 20,

o1 mMIssion,
i dated
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I have the honeur to forward the annual report of the Jneu -+ Municei. ali ty
for 1869-70.

2. The Auditor’s report should contain mrvn information as to the nature of
the audit, ‘

5. The Municipality has six sourres of income -

1. Rate on Houses and Buildings.

R, Tax on Trades and Professions.

3. Tax on Carriages and Aninials.

4. Registration of Carts.

4. Market Tolls.

6. Miscellaneous receipts, ‘

Registers should be kept of Nos. 1 and 2, and the Auditor should see——

(1.) Whether the asscssments entered in the Registers have been properly
caleulated, e

(ii.) Whether the coilections have been carried to the proper head of account,
shown in the cash account and remitted fo the Treasury,

(ui.)  What balance remains to be realized in cach Register,

In Nos. 3 and 4, under the systemn at present obtaining ownevs of ‘carriages,
animals, and carts are required to register the same in the Municipal Office,
and liconses are granted on payment of the preseribed tax. Az a check apon
collection printed cheque books of blank licenses consecutively numbered wonld
be useful,  On the counterfoil of every license issued, the date of issue, amount
received, and other particulars might be entered.  The Auditor could then com pare
the counterfoils with the Legister, aud see if the fees collected had been carried to
credit. :

The Market Tulls, No. 5, arve put up to public anction,

If each receipt under No. 6 were put ints the form of & memorandum, initigllod
by the Manager and filed in o Miscellanoous receipt-haok, the Auditor ¢ould comparg
cach memorandun; with ity corresponiding eash-hook entry, ‘ o

4. In like wonner the Auditor should sce that cach item of disbursement was
supported by a voncher, and should verify the cash bulance on the 30th April , and.
entor all ﬂlf&:&%ﬁ'k}’}éu’ﬁﬂulaﬂ'ﬁ in his veport. . 5 4

5. There can bo no doubt, I think, of the benefit arising from Munieipal action
in the town of Coonoor. The Medical Officor has reported to me that the town g
beeoming more healthy every year, and is gertainly much eleaner that it was”—ay
improvement which he attributes to the labours of the Municipal Commissioners,

6. With reforence to paragraph 13 of the report the Viee-President will be
requested so to arrnnge collection and expenditure as to aveid arrears in future, aud
to dishurse the pay of the polies every mouth, as ordered,
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ent of the Municipal Commlsumn, Coonaor, to the President of the Municipal
Commission, Coonoor, dated 20tk June 1870:

hmmur to forward the Annual Report of the Proceedings of the Municipal Commig-
gioners of Coonoor, together with statements, in detail, of all the works executed by them, of all sums
received, and of all sums expended by them, during the year ending 30th April 1870, as required
by Section 32 of Act X. of 1863, (Mach'as,) and request to submit the same to Government. The
statements have been drawn up agrecably to the insfructions conveyed in paragraphs 4 and 5 of
Proscedings of Madras Government Public Department, No. 820, of the 11th July 1867.

atement A. will enablo the Government to see. the nature of the woxks

2

From the che Prosid

T have the

_ Tho perusal of St
performcd, and the expenditure incurred thereon.

9, Wonrks.—The first item under this head mfers to five (5) additional latrmes which
have heen erscted during the year aba cost of Ruapees 939- 11 6. It was found that the thén
existing number of latrines (10) were quite insufficient for the public wants, and that often when
delinquents were charged hofore the Magistrate for having committed nuisance within Muanicipal
: 'lmuts they pleaded a8 an excuse (which in some cages wag a Just one) the want of accommodation
' for the purposes of nature, and, therefore, with & view to. put an end to similar comphmta in future,

the numbcr of latrines was increased as already stated.

8. The second item under this head has rcference !;o the amount expended, being half oi the
actusl cost in the erection of new Pohce Lines. for the ‘accommodation of the Town Municipal
Police, the old thatched lines bemg unﬂb for habltamon and conscquently unhealthy.” In the present
new bloek of buildings the Town Police are comiortably housed, and the site, besides being more
healthy, is in a central pomtwnmboth desirable objecﬁs not only for the men themselvos but: for
the ;publu, in general, " o0 e BRI ‘

4, The sum of Rupees 000 exh1b1bed a§ the thwd item undor ﬂm head, wag the amount
contmbuted by the Comihissioners' as their donation towards the erection of a bridge by the
Department: of. Public Works on the road Ieading to the Lambs Rock Sholah, and- the various
ten and coffee plantations in that dircetion ; the old bridge had become' unsafe for traffic. and is
now replaced in nearly the same spot by a more permanent strugture within’ the Mumelpﬂ limits

, m? Coonoor; and which necessary nnprovement the publxc fnlly appreciato. :

‘.5';' “Ruparns. —-The first, item of cxpendltm‘e under tlua Thead was incurrod in the neces-
gary rep"urs; fo the existing latrines, cmqed by the: -ingress: and egress of thoss who z'esorted
to them, and consoqucnt]y eommg under the head of fai uu' wear and tear, "It was also found necessary

o wake some alterations and. Jmprovementﬁ in"the slaughtox‘ house situated near the stream on
the old ghant road ; the particulars of the repm',,Were re-flooring, re- t,a,m mg, ‘and wh1te-waqhmg

6, The sum given under the seeond. 1bcm was mcurred in puttmg up addltiona,} ‘bea,k rmlmg@
in differonit dangerous places within the Blummpa,l hmlta vergmg o the pubhc roa»ds thh were
necessarily requu’ed for the preventmn of aocldents. v ; ~ i

7. Stone parapets were built for the same reason‘a as above gw en ,aud the amount snown ag.
the bhwd item of expenditure under this head waB accordm,g,lv mcurmd both;tcms were giyen oub -

«5 1 I;i by contract ; the. rmlmg ;B0 MC umarxg.lt"ocm,A§ and thw‘
t 1 0 o parapet at ) much runnmw yq,r(}.r.

8. The fourth imd last item Umder bhls h@a , gwes fhe amount: 'urrea in zmprcvmg &“(1

widening. the various bye-roads and bmdle-pitha mbﬁm M ummpa,l hmms Whmb had become greatly :
out of repair. These roads and bridle-paths wete farmerly koptin order from District Funds at the

dispasal of the Collector of Coimbators, who then oxercised aathority on the N eilgjhe,rry plateau.
The Commissioners havo now the  charge and supervxsmn of Lhcse roads and Daths whmh were
demarcated as public ones in the late survey made by that’ department.

9. Cossrrvayey —Before pmcecdmg to enumemte the " 'va.m \N 1tems of ex 'fl'i‘t‘lxra"'u"lder
. s hiead, L beg to report for your 1nformatmn and }t‘ Gov mmnt to whom ihese procpedzcwa
will be submxthed by you, that the pasb ybar ha,s hegn os;x the wh ":*,*ery ha,a,lfhv m:e notwith-

e

£ voceedings of the Madras Government, Lublic Department,
12th dugust 1870, - N

standing the station of Coongor was fuller than usual owing to [ig I xeellency the Commander-
M A
in-Chief and Staff having resided here for some months, so that every house was then oceupied.

r >

The rainfull in Coonoor ameunted to sixby-four inches, which s much over the average, and it
was much wanted as in 1868 many springs formerly perennial dried up. It is, however, to be hoped
that they will again become pormanent sourees of water sapply.

10. The town has heen kept cloan, and there are now fifteen latrines which is considercd
sufliciont for the requirements of the present population,  The principal sanitary measure required
is to keep down redundant vegetation. This is done in most parts cffcetually.  The Commissioners,
however, regret, in a sanitary point of view, that Government has not made over s a public garden

vsholah under the library between that and the churel, and owing to the undorgrowths of which the
'ttww can with difficalty be prevented from using it ag a latrine, The Commissioner of the
Neilgherries has, however, very promptly acceded to the wishes of the Municipal Commissioners.
and issued his orders to have this and other Government sholahs within Munieipal limits relieved of
tio undergrowth which is w decided improvement, but even this does not mecb the case, a8 thf;
undergrowth will again return after nio great length of time. :

An Agricultural Bociety for Coonoor was got up under the undcrstanding that this sholah wu’s
to be made over as a garden to the Society. This has not yeb been sanctioned to the great loss of -
Coonoor in a sanitary point of view.  The water supply still requires improvement, and mll come
under the consideration of the Commissioners during the next official year.

11.  On the whole it may be said that, whercas two years since the nose was often offended
by disgusting ‘smelly in Cnonoor, such is mow very rarely thc case owing to the activity of the
Municipal Inspeetors, of whom there are two.

12. 1 beg now to proceed to detail the expenditure under the head Conservancy : —

The first item shows the amount as salaries to the Conservancy Inspectors, whose duty
especially is to inspeet the latrines and attend to the ganeral congervancy improvements of the town.
The second item gives the pay of two peons employed in asaisting the Inspectors and to lock
aftor the north Cooncor water channel, : , X '
The third item shows the amount paid for the establishment of nine scavengers and nine
sweepers employed in the general cleanliness of the town.

The fourth ttem is the amount expmﬁed in tho ieedmw angd shoemrv of the bullocks employc 4
by the Commissioners in earting the manure and sweepings to the different slations set apart fur
the recepiion of ordure and sweepings,

The fifth item is the amount paid for the above eart and bullocks. '

The sixth and last items under this head represents the expense muurred in mmdmg anid
repmrmg., the water chaunel, and in putting down nnder-draing,

13.  Povicn—The numerical strength of the Town Police remaing the same asthat given
in the anuual yeport. of the prwwu% yoar, vw . -ong Head Constable, thrce firsh class, and two
aecond cliss. ‘ ,

The  Commissioners mve much pleasure in stabing that this Force has workﬁd‘muah mare
sotisfactorily during the past year and have afforded the Commissioners greaber - assistance more
espreially in detecting mmwwﬂac‘mmmtted within the town. This happy change has been bronght
about in a great measure by the activity dmpM}yfed by the Inspectors in charge from tiine to time.
The expenditure under this head refers to tho pay of the T'alice for seven months ; the pay of the
remaining months was not dishursed at tlw tmm meg; to the want of funds, It haﬂ however, since
bigen paid. ; !

14, Eseauusmnesee~The first item refers to the pay M o le ks, one on Rupom 40
and the other on Rupees 12 per mensen, and. two collecting paony on Rupees 10 each ; ona elork
will shortly be dispensed with in consegnence {;i the. Lommxsmuew having let‘ out the market tolly
by contract for the year ending 30th Apml 1871,
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The second item is the ménthly vent for the Municipal Office, the Government Office before
uzsed being now r«'qun ol for another. department, which necessitat ted .the Commissioners making
other arrangements. Rupees 100 is the amount paid for the ground used as a bandy-pettal.

Tlie third item, purchase and repair of tools and dust-bubs,

The fourth .itew is for a now set of printed books and forms which the Commissioners
rmmdored it necessary to adopt for the better keeping of the aceounts.
“The filth item, stationery and other contingent e'ipenaw such 2 oil for offico for the use of
peons on duby ab night, , ,
. Sixth item, receipt and postage stamps, the former required to be affixed to bills excecding
i amount Rupees 20, '
Seventh item, authorized amount paid to the Auditor for auditing the accounts for the past

’

year.

ously found it diffieult to obtain good water for drinking purposes.
The ninth item, temporary repair to north Watermhannel, the same having hurst in various
places ; also repairs made to conservancy carts.

The tenth item gives the amount pmd f{)r the Anstnh:m t1 eed planted on ‘the cxldes of i:he
public roads daring the year.

The eloeventh item, réfund on vncsmt houses

The twelfth and last item, purchase of peovns co&ts and faweporq aumbhes

15, In concluding the annual report for the year ondmg 30th Apr il 1840 the Commissioners -

are of opinion that a steady improvement ig still - bemg mad(1 in the. sanitary condition of the
town of Coonoor, and they beliove their efforts have and will not be in yain.

16.- The balance in hand at the close of the oﬂ“lml year was Rupees 702-8-11.

17, The accounts have been duly :mchted and copy of hhe }ctter of the. Anditor i atmched
to the report, : L ‘

No. 66.  From J. W. BRFEKE@," ‘Ef;q ,‘Pi"‘eaic}‘ei'x'tﬂéf the Mﬁnici}ml Clommis sslon,
Coonoor, to the Under Secretary to Government, Fort Sain. (neolgu
dated Ootacamund, 14th July 18?0 No.27.

I have the honour to forward the expldmtmn calkd fm' m ycmr C}fhum,
Memorandum of the st stant, No. 17 1 in regard to tho Mmm‘qnhty of Coonoor,

From, ‘;ho VidePresident of the Munu,zw! Cumunssmn Cwmnm, io. t he Prcsﬂent of tho Mnmcxml
Commission, Coenoor, dated 8th July 1870, No. 10.

With reference to the Memorandum from the Undor Secretary to G ovmnment HNo. 1/1 of the
st July 1870, 1 have the honour fo LYEILLH! as follows -

1. Rupees 67-4:0 were czxpcnded in-repairing the slaurrhtenr home by re- ﬂoonng wuh
- grauite stohes and wiite-washing ; the :eommnmg lmu}wcs %‘7 12- 0 in repairing, re- ﬂoormg
ré- t.),um;,;, and blue- washmw the latrines. : :

- Rupeey 202-8- 0 were expended in putbmg zine. ggubteun”s in two places, viz., one at
Aqueduct, © theé centre of tho bazaar, aud the other at the Peach Cotbawc and

© clearmg the \mto -channels, and the work was one of water-
’ supply item ' the 1*<,mmmng Rupees 117-0-7 wers e‘\pgndcd in m‘lkmn téraporary draing..

<3

. " £] i 1)
9. Twenty cumblics were purchased, ab a’ cogt of Rupoes 40 for the wuse of toties and

swoepers, the remoining Rupf‘% 65-11-0 wete mpomk,d in malmvr coats and bc]ha for the use
E?f Lhe peons, s

The eighth item shows the amount paid for a brick-and-chunam cistern, for the reception of
drinking water in the centre of the hazaar, which was much needed by the inhabitants who previ-

:

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
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4, Particulars of Migeellancous receipls s

_ TS W 8

Aale of manure and sweepings . . e .o e e .. 1,368 8 4

Do, of Bandy-pettah toll...... sre e e e e e o 180 B 4

Dooof Blanghter-house toll. oo o wn o e e . 81010 8

Do, of Mavket tolla.. ... oo wer e se e e e 250 0 0

Do of ruinena Flougea.. 0w th ve s e e e 116 0 0

License Fee L., ... D e e Ve 62 2 0

Fines fmposed under th(, Tawm Jmpmvcmout Ac e e e 15T 90 2

Total.., 2,444 14 6

5. Arrears are not ineluded in the figures given in the Statement €,
Mo, 66-A, Orper ruerion, 12th Awgust 1870, No. 1010.
The statement of receipts, furnished by the Municipal Commissioners of
Cuprentmt w4, 5 Coonoor for theyear 1869-70, shows that
Rates from Houges and Duildings ... 2,812 1 6 . Yo g at7 DOk
Tax ou Arts, Trades, and Professions ,,, 1,820 ¢ 0 they raised by current taxa‘t;()n Rupeeas
Fax ou G u‘xmg 5, Ao.. 8’]2 g g 6298-7.11., Th&y drew from ’(3116 State a
1 & N R b .
Tiec o 62 2 0 gum of Rupees 1861-5-10, and with the
Fiaes, KL cestennn anesnienn,.e 1,825 18 6

receipts from sources not provided for in

6,068 7 11 ; .
State contriBution o 1861 510 the Act,and the balance brought forward,
Othgr receipis— had at their disposal Rupees 10,770-3-7,
Market tollt o vvven e, 1,281 4 8- .
Dandy-poitall olig...o.n 180 & 4 The balance brought forward doe:s not
Slaughter-bouse tolly.,,.. ~ 810 18 g . .
Ruitous Housese s menn 118 0§ correspond with the abstracts embodied
s 1,888 4 B . e
Balunce brought forward... ")67 1 7 11k G‘. O., 131;11 July 1869, NO. 9-‘30, in

Total.. 10,770 8 7 consequence of the State contribution
: I due, and not that received, having been
there entered, It is said that the statements now furnished include no arrears, and
consequently it is presumed that the State contribution drawn is entirely curvent,
If this be so, o sum of Rupees 384-0-4 paid on account of 1868-69 in June 1869,
(vide President’s letter recorded in the Proceedings of Government, 12th May 1870,
No. 5%,) has not been shown in the statements.  The receipts agree in the main with
the e.stumtut w(‘ep’r the miscellancous receipts and the market tolls, which show
a considerable inereuse,  With regard to the proceeds of sale of ruinous houscs, thie
Grovern n,mnt observe that, under Section 107 of the Act, the surplus above expenses
is to be veturned fo the owners. . The money should, therefore, be kept in deposit,
and is not at the disposal of the Municipul (,uf)llllnl“w*wl()llﬁ,l‘;‘a. The refunds of houses
vate should have been sct-off against the gross yield, | :

2. l}m x| )Q]L{huul‘ o amounted fo Rupees 10,067-15-8, leaving a balance of -

e, A ¥ RUDC‘(% 702-8-11 to he cm'mui forward,
Kaww Workdodio i st rsirersny IS 5111 B0 S O 11
Repai v R - L RER 3. The sum paid for Police huts
T OT VBHEY o vre er v ceen SB7R O 16
Polieo.. ety Ear g e tnebre by {
FALABEERIBONS 1+ 10v1 et smenssarsncerevssasaesonne Lare &9

charge ; but, as the Government have
" : already paid an equivalent, 16 will not
O Eeenss e o 3000 Ry peladed in the expenditure with
1 & yefprence to which the State contribution
o, T is to be (:mnlmtlmiﬁ Thg vepuirs of the

: —  glaughter-house Rupees 67+4-0, the outlay

Batanes careied SewirGe e s

P —T

v Li7s 4 0 ghould have Dbeen shown as a Polico . -
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Proceedings 0f ti’ze Madras Government, Public Department,
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on the water-channel, &c., Rupees 202—8-0, the rent of a bandy-pet‘ba,h , (from which
the Clommissioners derive a revenue,) Rupees 100, the cost of cistern and water-cart
Rupees 33-6-0, and of plants Rupees 27-14-0 must be transferred to purposes other
than those spemhed in Section 25, The cost of sweepers’ cumblies should be
charged to conservancy. »

4. It is said that the (“ommxsswners have pmd the Police charges for seven
months only, amounting to Rupees 649-4-0, but that the balance has since- been
paid.  The Superintendent’s account has not been forwarded, nor has the actual
cost of the Police been stated. It appears that the Accountant-General’s Circular,
No. 2221, dated 5th July 1869, has been disregarded. The Government will now
deal with the payments as they stand, leaving adjustments of charge to be made
hereafter, Excluding the cost of Police huts, one-fourth of the Section 25 expen-
diture is Rupees 2177-15-11, and one-third of the 1ndependent current receipts
Rupees 2014-7-11, The 1attel sum, as the less, will be the State contribution.
The Commissioners have received Rupees 1861-5-10, and are, therefore, entitled to
Rupees 153-2-1. " If the sum of Rupees 384-0-4 referred to in paragraph 1 has heen

~included in Statement C., they have now to receive Rupees 537-2-5.

m~

5. The statements submitted to Government should have borne the Auditor’s
certificate of correctness, and his report should have been forwarded to Government.
I'rom the remarks made by the President as to' what an Auditor ought to do, the
Government infer that the audit was unsatisfactory. The Government fully
concur in Mr, Breeks’ remarks and suggestions, and vesolve to communicate them

to the Presidents of all Mumctpahues for information and guidance. The Govern-

~ment would add that it is the duty of the Auditor to examine whather the- various

- registers preseribed by the Act are kept and contain the prescribed particulars.

6. His Excellency the Governor in Council has learnt with satisfaction that

the sanitary condition of the town of Coonoor has continued to i improve during the

year under review, imd that the efforts of the Oommwsmnexs are apprecmted b y the
inh ahmmts

(True ,Extract.“) :

 H. E. STOKES,
Under Secy. ta Govt,

To the Presidont of the Municipal Gommxsmon, Uoonuor
,» Inspector-Gteneral of Polme
»  Accountant-General,
y. Public Works ’l)&l’)ih!‘tlllént.
sy Board of Revenue,
,,  Sanitary Commisgioner,

fad, J. Wright, |
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