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—

No. 100. - Read the following letter from the President of the Salem Municipal
Commission, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George;
‘dated Salem, 1st July 1869, No. 5.

i have the honour to report on the working of the Salem Municipality during
the year ending 30th April 1569, ‘

2. The Towns' Improvement Act has now been in full force for two years, and
I have the pleasure to state that its working has been attended with beneficial
results. : '

3. Asstated in my last report, the town stands divided into nine sections,
each section being entrusted to the care of a Commissioner who attends personally
to it. He goes round his division daily, or as often as his other avocations permit
him to do so, and sees to its cleanliness, and carries out all improvements sanctioned 7
by the body of Commissioners at their weekly meetings. The Divisional Com-
missioner is required to attend to the wants of the people in his section, represent
them at the meetings, and bring forward all suggestions for further improvements
and for placing the division in a thoroughly efficient footing as regards its sanitary
condition, &c. This arrangement, which was in full operation during the year
under report, has been found to be an excellent one, and it has facilitated work consi-
-Jergbly.

4. Inall other operations the Commissioners have spared no pains to be as
conciliatory as possible towards the poople. Free access was given; not only by the

missioner in immediate charge of the division, but also by the body of Com.-
missioners at the weekly meetings to every one who had anything to say. Com.
plaints were heard and redress given promptly where wanted. I have madeita rule
to visit at least three or four of the sections every week, not only to attend person-
ally to any complaints that may be made, but also with 8 view to see in what condi-

- tion each section is in regard to its cleanliness, &e. |

5. The introduction of the Municipal-tax was like any other new tax looked
upon at first as an oppression. _This feeling, however, I am glad to say did not
last long. The people soon began to see the purposes for which the funds were
raised, and the manner in which they were appropriated, and their prejudices wore
away, and L hqve reason to think that the tax is not only less unpopular, but the
majority look upon it as an actual necessity, They have already begun to come
forward with suggestions for improvements, &c., and take an inforest in the Muni-
cipal affairs, and appreciate the labours of the Commissioners. o

+6.  With these introductory remarks I shall now proceed to review the receipts’
and disbursements of the year. o

. 7. Receipts.—The receipts from all sources for the year amounted to Rupees
25,700. The balance, viz., Rupees 14,961, at the beginuing of the year under report,
and Rupees 4388 the Government contributions, raise the receipts for the year
to Rupees 45,049. The sources from which theso receipte were derived, and the
amount. under each head, are shown in the annexed abstract:— :
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Particulars.

Amount,. Total.
‘ RS. A p. | B8 A R RS. A, P.
1. Rates on Houses and Buildings... ............... 7,391 14 5
Arrears do. e 401 14 7
, —_— 7,793 13 0
2. Tax on Arts, Trades, and Professions......... 2,999 0 0
Arrears T 1,373 8 0
—_— 4372 8 0
3. Tollgeer.iieees cereniven cenvenna e deseeereriettetiiareeianitetsnrentas 8,033 5 4
4. Tax on Carriages and Animals............ cooivrveviuninnrecsensen.n. 1,363 4 0
5. Registration of Carts and Vehicles without springs .. ... ...... 454 12 0
6. Fees for licensing Slaughter-houses, Cart-stands, and offensive | .
Trades. . cive ceereiiciion civiiiieritinans emenntaeireeeeeneenaaaas 124’10 8
7. Fines and other Miscellaneous receipts...... ..o ceernreennn..n, 3,657 4 5
o —125699 9 5
Government contribution at 25

per cent. on the total amount to
be raised and expended... ......co vurue. ... '

...... e e | 4,38712 0

' , Total receipts...| ...... ... ... 30,087 5 6
Balance of the year 1867-68 ...... ereee tennenes e ereineeraene seenas 14,761 7 7
Unadjusted balance in the hands of the Secretary ...... ............ 200 0 0 '
, —| 14961 7 7
‘ ) Grand total... | ...... 45,04é 13 0
Amount expended in the year ending 30th April 1869... ... ...... v e 29,622 15 5
Balance on the 30th April 1869......... ... eervs oo X 15,425 13 7
v BS. A. P, . ,
. As per Cash-book... . ........ccvees vevrnnnne 14,875 13 7
In the hands of the Secretary......... ..... 850 0 0

Total... - 15,425 13 7

8. The Government contributions upon the actual expenditure is Rupees
6889-4-0. Of this Rupees 4388 has already been drawn as above shown. The
balance will be drawn hereafter.

9. The chief items of tax are rates on houses and buildings, tax on arts, trades,

and professions, tolls under Schedule B, tax on carriages and animals, and the
slaughter-house rents. : ‘ ‘ ,

10. Houses and Buildings.—Every house was personally inspected. by one, two,
or three of the Commissioners who valued ecarefully all houses. The value of
those below 50 Rupees was exempted from taxation. The number of houses
assessed were 6276, of which nine are public buildings.

11. Taz on Arts, Trades, and Professions.—Great care was bestowed by the Com-
imissioners in assessing persons under this head. Appeals were heard personally by
myself at the weekly meetings, and the refunds made during the whole year only
amounted to Rupees 95.

12, Tolis.—Tolls were collected at the gates in the Municipality under Sche-
dule B ' The tolls were put up to public competition, and were purchased for
Rupees 9800. The previous year’s rent was Rupees 8700.

13. The other items do not call for any remark.
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14. Disbursements.—The annexed abstract exhibits the disbursements under
the different heads, amounting to Rupees 29,622-15-5 :—

Amount. Total.
RS. A. P, RS. A. P.
1. Works and Improvements ... «o.oeoccrriteiciimmmmniniiiiiimensees é,ggi lg }3)
2, Repairs ..cormevaeerrien connnrmsanereesesens 1:234 25
3. CONSEIVANCY.eurre.runaerss sesreorssssanne sors ave e e L 5 &
4, POlICE..venne wresucnins rsnmmin et s S0 1 4 _
5. Establishment......ccevsunnverseosssnnenmenuiiiininisintiniiieeies s 3 28,920 3 1;;
*For purposes other than those specified in Section 25... ... ...... feveeeeme aee 1,202 11 0
' Total... | ...... s e 1 29,62215 5

15. Police.—The total cost of the police was Rupees 8598, of which Rupees
2150 is the Government proportion. '

16. Works.—Rupees 1594 were spent on new works, and Bupees 6995 on
repairs. The chief items under the former head are the construction of toll-gates,

latrines, cross-drains, &c. A great deal has been done to the network of roads.

17. Conservancy.—The charges under this head amm'mt to Rupees 7234-4-2.
Twenty-one bullock-carts and twenty-three hand-carts with 1?2 scavengers wer:ia
employed during the year for removing the daily filth and sweepings of the town and
for cleaning the street-drains. Latrines have been built at different places f?r men and
women, and scavengers are employed to remove the soil and keep .the lz.itrmes clean.
As I have already stated conservancy is no easy matter in a town built without regard
to ventilation or other sanitary principles. The Commissioners have, therefore, m}u(_;:h
difficulty in attaining the object, and I muststate they have used every exi.dea.vour' in
their power to render the station healthy. To show that their efforts in t}us direction
were not without success, I may mention that there has not been a smg}e case of
cholera during the year under report, though Salem town 1s proverbial for this dlseas.e,
which regularly paid its annual visits. Last year, too, the epidemic made havoc in
the town, but its duration was, through the exertions of the Commissioners,. shortfer
than usual. Precautions were taken just before the time the disease pays 1ts»v1.s1ts
to get every house and building in the town white-washed and cleansed, besides
keeping, as is daily done, every street and drain thoroughly clean. These and other
measures adopted by the Commissioners not only averted the usual danger, but also
otherwise rendered the town more healthy than it hias ever been before.

18. When the Commissioners first commenced their 'labours, the outskirts of
the town, as well as the whole length of the river-bank, was greatly overrun with
prickly-pear. All has been removed. A new market-place and slaughter-houses
have been built in Kitchipaliem division, and the foundation and pillars pf the
extension to the fort market-place are under construction. The great scarcity of
water caused the Commissioners to undertake the digging of two large wells, some
fifty feet square each. All  of them that ran dry in March and April, and whfch -
could with advantage be deépened were taken in hand. To obviate the crowding
of the town three new roads at the eastern extremity have been made, and the

# This charge was incurred oa account of Salem Civil Dispensary, &c.
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land on either side is now available for buildiy
g purposes." i
.a swamp, and has been thoroughly drained, The old 8:;1: OfAblll;i:hl's land before was
of mud, caused a vast number of holes up and down the tow ding houses, partly
all been filled, and the appearance and healthiness of the locali:;li-es ;ll;llesebetoles hatIe
1ave n greatly

improved. The above and several other im
completed during the year. provoments have beon undertaken and

.19. The cost of collection under all heads ang th
consists of a Secretary and three Clerks amounted to
below the charges of the previous year. The re
consequent non-employment of toll collectors, accou

20. Miscellaneous.—Rupees 2253 ar ' i '

. ppear under th sof
are the construction of dust-boxes, purchase of lands fO’:s nl::a(}.' The chief itoms
tionery, printing charges, &. nicipal. purposes, sta-

21. Balance.—There were Rupees 15,426 remainin
of the year under report. The object of the Commission
to accrue is, as explained in my last report, to meet the h
to a : e
in view of constructing proper masonry-drains for the tovtlvly e;i:n:ri:ﬁohav?

. no

proper drainage for the town was roughly estimated some time back to «cost eighty

or ninety thousand rupees, and unless the Commissioners put- by every year some

amount for the purpose, they could never carry out the contemplated projeet which
is all-important in town conservancy. o o P e
2. A vaccinator was employed during the whole year by the Municipality at
a cost of Rupees 180 ; the number of children vaccinated by him was 866, of which
834 were successful, and 32 unsuccessful. ’
23. The acccunts of the Municipality were duly audited, and the Auditor’s

e office estal‘),lishxhent which
Rupees 1749, or Rupees 2111

nting of the toll-gates, and the
nts for thig decrease.

g }mexpended at the end
ers in allowing this balance

report is herewith submitted, together with the detailed aecounts, viz,, A,, B., and C,
’ o * l’ "

—

Excrosures 4.—Report of the Auditor and three Statements of Receipts
and Disbursements, .

No. 101 - Orber THEREON, 16th July 1869, No. 979,

The President of the Municipal Commission for the Town of Salem submits a
report for the year 1868-689, together with abstracts of the accounts of receipts and
disbursements during the year, and the report of the Auditor. : '

2. The returns show that the Commissioners ha, ir di
44,779-5-0 ; that they expended Rupees 29,622.15-5 ; a‘rilda:h::]:;:e (li)l:lzz:z ljrl:pfl?:
1st May 1869 was Rupees 15,156-5-7.

RS. 4

. . P,
IR SR L L L e e e i neome
e o e Garts sud Vebicion.. . - 464 13 ‘0 the Return C,, furnishod by tho Commis.
Foon for Nothor s e et voien 3,37 12 5 sioners, the total amount of income was
Government 0ONETIDULION . cesvee cozees ceeeen 4,387 12 0 Rupees 45,048-13-0. From this a sum of
“Balance of the year 1867-68.u...ivu e wives o ﬁ:gg l; ? Rupees 269-8-0 has been excluded from

\ Total.. 44,778 5 o the figurés entered in the marginal state-

. . ment, being deposits madeby contractors,

(\ “ d toa . . . ! i . ‘ ' .
as sach deposits cannot be considered as forming a source of municipal income,
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3. The several sources from which - -

Y6th July 1369.
4. %e\apondimenndettheiollowing:headsamamtsto Rupees 29,622.16-5:—
\ - ‘ RS, A. P, :
Works and improvements.............ccocenerneeie 1,193 15 10
RODAIES...cccvassereessrsvrssrersssneiens eecers one 6,994 811
Conservancy....... o eveeerrereereenseirenrenaes rieses 7,188 4 8
Police... - ccorevrirnrnenmonseiiorenne .. 8,598 35 0
" Establishment.......c..cceeianuieniiians sorens cevun 3,135 14 4

S — S ——— —————

. Total... 27,111 0 9
For purposes other than those specified in

Section 25........cccoeviiiiiiiiiiine s e 2,511 14 8
Total... 29,622 15 5

The division of the expenditure under Section 25, and for purposes other
than those specified in that Section, in Return B. being incorrect, the necegsary
correction has been made in the foregoing figures, by transferring the following

"stems from “New Works,” “ Conservancy,” and ¢ Eatablishment,” to * Purposes

other than those specified in Section 25,” viz.,

RS, A. P

Constructing Market............c.. corveeverneries coeeee 40000
Lamp-lighters............ cooeceicinniiiininee 4515 6
Cost of Lamp-posts.....e «.ooovvvnee wo veveeeee weewe. 648 41
Refunds............ vetnnrenrneonanaerereniee sereeees s 21415 8
1,309 2 10

Civil Dispensary......... toenne i reenestrraarene et e e 1,202 11 10

Total... 2,511 14 8

5. 'The number of persons employed in the Conservancy Department, and the
number of pairs of bullocks hired, should, in future, be entered in the detailed
Return A., and the particulars of the establishment and miscellaneous charges should
also be shown. o ' ‘

6. The State contribution on Rupees 27,111-0-9 is Rupees 6777-12.2, of this
Rupees 4387-12-0 having been drawn by the Commissioners, the balance payable
to them now is Rupees 2390-0-2. '

7. 1t is observed from the report of the working of the Municipality that the
Commissioners have, with the means at their disposal, effected considerable improve-
ment in the town of Salem, and that its conservancy is specially looked after.

8. The Government approve the intention of the Municipal Commissioners
to construct proper masonry-drains for the town ; but they would suggest that the
funds required for the purpose might with propriety be obtained by a loan. - Before;
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however, any action is taken in the mafter,. ‘'detailed plans and estimates of the
drainage scheme should be submitted to Government: |

~(True Extract),

-Aétg. Secy. to Govt.

To the President of the Salem Municipal Coramission.
,» Inspector General of Police.
,, Accountant General.
,, Board of Revenue.
,, Public Works Department.

Exd. J. Wright,
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