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No. 80. Read the following letter from the President of the Bellary Municipal
‘ Commission, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George ;
dated Bellary, 28th June 1869, No. 620. ’

As required by Section 32, Act X. of 1865, I have the honour to submit the.
report of the Proceedings of the Municipal Commissioners for the town of Bellary
for the year 1868-69, with statements in detail of all works executed by them, and

of receipts and expenditure in the form prescribed in Gevernment Order, dated 11th

July 1867, No. 820.
9. Statement Cshows the total receipts of the year including the balance from

the previous year to have been Rupees 66,489-0-5, and Statement B shows the
expenditure under all heads to have been Rupees 61,299. Of this amount
Rupees 4632-13-8 were cxpended for purposes other than those specified in Section
25, the particulars of which are as follow :—

RS. A. P

LAGRAING +..oovevermerns esmnse sessssss e 2,706 7 7
Planting and watering trees...co..cooerreserr @ o 1,205 210
.. 71 8 3

Sundry items............

Total... 4,632 13 8

Under the head of ¢ Sundry items” is included the cost of a Trigonometrical detail
survey of the most accurate description of all lands within the Municipal limits.
which is now complete. Tt has been carried out under the personal supervision of
Mr. Edward Johnston, M.LC.E. The Municipality comprises an area of 7} square
miles, and the survey has been drawn to the scale of four chains to an inch, the
fraction of the real dimensions being 3:168, by which every house is clearly shiown.

3. The details of the expenditure of the balance, Rupees 56,666-2-4, are shown.
in Statement A, as dirceted in paragrapb 3 of Government Order, dated 8th June.
1869, No. 763, on the report of the Adony Maunicipality for the past year. Under.
1o head of “Works L.,” it will be observed that no money has been expended, during-
the year under review, on the construction of new roads, although an allotment of
Rupees 8000 was made for the purpose when the estimates were submitted, and only
Rupees 500 out of an allotment of Rupees 2000 have been expended in the con-
struction of new drains. "The reason for this 18 that Bellary is well supplied with
roads, but owing to their being no longer kept in order by convicts, as was formerly
the case, many of them have fllen into a state of disrepair, and the Commissioners,
therefore, determined to cxpen

d the funds at their disposal in thoroughly repairing
existing communications in preference

to commencing on new works which were
not urgently needed. The Government will observe that more than four times the
ostimated amount under « Works II., Roads,” has been expended, the details of
which are given in Statement A. An explanation of what may at first sight secm a
gsomowhat heavy expenditure will be found under this head in the same statement.
4. The charges under the head ¢ Conservaney IIL,” it will be observed, are
nearly double the ostimated amount. An explanation of this is given in StatementA.
5. The items “Police IV.,” and ¢ Establishment V.,” do not scem to call for any

5.
remavk. Owing to the large area of ground covered by this Municipality, 71 square

miles, the charges under both these heads are heavier than they would be if the town

was more compact.
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6. Adverting to Government Order, dated 15th August 1868, No. 1005, am
happy to 13e iu a position to state that the sauitary effect of the measures adopt,ed by
the' Commlsslonfzrs for the improvement and conservancy of the town has been most
:?;;’xs:z:::;o;);td:rlsr;f gtlléec};zz;rolfl‘nc(t:e;'loiiporgin ,Tht;are 2&8 hardly been any sickness z?.t
disease, which has been more or less r;avalon: ?n t}le Cd(')sf "Of tfhe o Tt g am this
has appeared in Bellary, but the casfs wer’ f ‘le adic matare oyt o s,

: , © ofa sporadic nature, and most of them
yiclded t otreatment. Up to the date of this report, it has not assumed id
mic form. , e

7. ' With reference to the State contribution the expression ¢ amount required
to be raised and expended” is not clearly understood. I enclose a Statement which
I. have I.narked N o. I -y which will explain the difficulty experienced by the Commis-
sioners in determmmg wheth-er, during the year under review, the amount drawn
from the treasury is less than, orin excess of, the correct proportion payable by the
Government in aid of Municipal funds. The estimated expenditure for the purposes
specified in Scetion 25 was 17,156, on which the State contribution at twenty-five per
cent. was 11,789, of which Rupees 10,025-1-7 have boen drawn during the year. Now
the actual cxpenditure was Rupees 61,299-5-4, from which deducting 10 025-1-7
the amount of Government contribution drawn from the treasury, ptl,us 4(’332-13-8,
the sum expended on purposes other than thosc specified in Seetion 25 there remain;
a bond fide expenditure of Municipal funds, amounting to Rupecs 46,64’1-6-1 on which
Government should, in my opinion, eontributa 11,000.5.0, Tneg Rupecs 1’0,_025.1-7
already paid, lcaving a sum of Rupees 1635-3-11 due fo the Municipality at the end
of the year. I shall feel particularly obliged by instructions as to whether this
mode of adjusting the State contribution at the close of the year by calculating it
on the actual expenditure has the approval of Governmient. From Governmoent
Order, dated 15th October 1867, No. 1274, it would appear as if the Government
intended it to be calculated on the actual collections, but I do not think this could
have been intended, as the claim of Municipalities to the suppert of Government
should, I submit, rest not on the amount of taxes they collect, but on the amount of
work carried out, and this idea is strengthened by the wording of Government
Order, dated 27th August 1868, No. 106t, which desirves  that in future returns of
receipts the amount of Government contiibution on the ezpenditure actuunlly ineurred
during the year, and the amount actually drawn, should be distinctly shown.”

8. The accounts of the ycar 1868-69 have been carefully audited by the Head

Accountant of the Collector’s Office who is unconnected with the Commission, and

his certificate is enclosed,

9, In addition to the roadwork specified in Staterzent A, the Commissioners,

under the sanction of Government conveyed in Government Order, dated 14th May
1869, No. 1593, have almost completed a road one {nile and 660 yards in leng?rth by
seven yards wide, being a portion of the Imperial line ffom thfrwa,r, for whlcp an
estimate for Rupees 7410, submitted by the Superintending .Lugmeer, had 1.'ef:elv.ed
the sanetion of Government. Imperial funds not being available, the Municipality

advanced the money, and, with the exception of a small bridge of three arches of

nine feet span, the whole work has been carried out during the year. Those
portions of the imperial roads which traverse the municipal limits have also been
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repaired by the Commissioners; but as this work is paid for out of the maintenance
allowance of Rupees 100 per wile from the Imperial treasury, these itemns of repairs
do not appear in Statement A.

10. In conclusion, I beg to place on record my appreciation of the manner in
which my efforts for the improvement of this town have been scconded by the
gentlemen who held the office of Commissioners during the year under review.
They were divided into Sub-Committees, and to each Committee a certain amount
of work was assigned which was cheerfully and well-performed. The consequence
is that T am in a position to submit what I trust ‘the Government will consider a
satisfactory report on municipal operations during 1868-69. In particular I would
wish to express my sense of the services rendered to the Commission by the late
Vice-President Captain Heath and Messrs. Johnston and Abraham. When at my
request Captain Heath azcepted the office of Vice-President, the Account Depart-
ment of the Municipality was not in a satisfactory condition, and there was a want
of method and arrangement in the working of the whole machine. This state of
things he soon remedied, and by constant supervision he succeeded in bringing the
establishment to a point of efticicncy which I could hardly have believed possible,
His services are, T regret to say, lost to the Commission for the present, owing to his
return to England. Mr. Edward Johnston has rendered great assistance to the
Commissioners by giving up much of his leisure time to the supervision of the publie
works carried out from Municipal funds. In addition to this he has personally
supervised from the commencement the execution of an aoccurato Trigonometrical
survey of the Municipality. This i1s now complete, and will form a most valuable
rccord. Mr. Danicl Abraham takes the greatest interest in the successful working
of the Act, and from his long residence at Bellary, and his influence with the town
people, he isas able as he is willing to further municipal improvements.

No. 81. Orper THEREON, 14th July 1869, No. 958,

The President of the Municipal Commission for the town of Bellary submits, with
the report above recorded, the abstracts of the audited accounts of the Municipality
for the past year 1868-69.

2. It appears from the abstracts that the Commissioners had, at the commence-

ment of the year, a balance of Rupees 10,433-9-3; that they raised during the year
by a rate on houses and buildings, tolls,

R3. A. P. .
Rato on Housceand Buildings.......... ... 18837 9 8 taX on carriages, &c., Rupecs 46,030-5-7,
TROUBu v evreeres sesreeessossesessnsss sre sreeren e 10,866 10 8 d that 1] )
Tax on Carriages and Animals...... ... .« 8527 4 o and that they received from Government
egistration of Carts and Vehicles 933 14 0 ! .
gsgéﬂﬁr)i ll?:e?\sin:' glaugbter-huuses, &e... 2,967 S: g RUPGCS 10,025~1'7. The actual amount

i iscel eceipts... ... 3,895 5 . . .

gi\nveesrﬁz:iu::hcﬁni\:i,gi(;iﬁ:?ﬁ?i.l:......p o 100023 1 7 of State contribution on the expenditure
Balance in hand from iast yeares... coooooeee 10,433 9 3

incurred for purposes specified in Section
25 of the Towns’ Improvement Act is
Rupees 14,116-9-11; the Commissioners
have, therefore, still to receive a sum of Rupees 4091-8-4, which added to the balance
(Rupees 5189-11-1) on the 1st May 1869, places at the Commissioners’ disposal for
expenditure in the current year Rupees 9281-3-5.

3. The aggregate expenditure, in 1868-69, amounted to Rupees 61 1299-5-4 : of
this Rupees 56,466-7-8 were for purposes specified in Section 25 of the Act, and
Rupces 4832-13-8 for purposes other than those specified in that section. The

Total... 06,489 0 5
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amount entered in the Return B on this account, and described in paragraph 2 of
the report, is Rupees 4632-13-8, but to

RS, A, P.

Poht.e 11’,193 0 0 . ® gs, must be added’ as Sec-
gzzragtigazgt e, speuﬁed Lo 438069 tion 25 does not contemplate any expendi-
BOCHOR 25.rvwvr v me e e 4,832 18 8 ture for that purpose. The figures entered
Total... 61,209 5 4 1u the margin represent an adjustment of

Tiqst.. ¢ the charges under their proper heads.

4. Adv ertmrr to paragraph 7 of the' report the President will be informed that
the Government contribution is calculated on the total expenditure incurred for
purposes specified in Section 25 of the Act. As above shown the expenditure under
that Section in 1868-69 was Rupees 56,466-7-8, and twenty-five per cent thereof is
Rupees 14,116-9-11.

5. Itis obscrved from the detailed Return A, that Rupees 16,882 4-9 were
spent in the up-keep of roads ; the budget provision for the purpose not being more
than Rupees 4000. The cause of this large excess is cxplained as follows:—

“ The total length of roads within the Municipal limits is upwards of thirty-four
miles including the streets, the towns of Brucepettah and Cowle Bazaar. During
the year under review 14,080 lincal yards, with an average width of seven yards,
equivalent to eight miles of road, have been put in excellent and durable state of
repair. The method resorted to by the Commissioners in carrying out these repairs
is that known as Telford’s. The material mmmpallv used for bottoming is the
waste from the various gneiss quarries in the vicinity. This has been found to
answer in the most satisfactory manner. The road thus treated would bear a com-
parison with any in the world. It is not denied that, viewed in the light of mere
repairs, the expenditure appears high, but to bring them to their present state of
excellence the roads had to be dug up and entirely reconstructed. Nothing but the
most trifling repairs will be required for years to come.”

6. Under the explanation afforded, the Government are of opinion that the
money was judiciously spent. They are also of opinion that the system followed
in Bellary of contracting for the conservancy of the town, is a more economical
arcangement than that of having a paid establishment.

7. The Government view with satisfaction the successful working of the
Bellary Municipality, and appreciate the services rendered by Captain Heath, the
Vice-President, and Messrs. Johnston and Abraham, the Municipal Commissioners.

8. Resolved that paragraphs 5 and 6 of these Proceedings be communicated
to the several Municipalities for their information.

(True Extract).

Actg. Secy. to Govt.
To the President of the Bellary Municipal Commission.
Inspector General of Police.
Accountant General.
Board of Revenue.
,,  Public Works Department.
» Presldent of the Municipal Commissions in

Bxd. J. Wright.

”
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