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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Depariment,
8th July 1869.

Read the following papers:—

No. 51. From Captain E. D. LYON, to His Excellency the Right Honourable
the Governor of Madras; dated 8th May 1369.

Before you receive this a considerable quantity of the copies of the photographs
will, I trust, be completed, and I would wish to know whether they are all to be
sent to India, or whether you would wish any of them sent to Igggland.

2. Are they all to be sent overland ? The weight of them will be very
great, and, I fear, the freight by P. and O. very heavy. Could they not be sent by
the new Troop ships free when they re-commence running ?

3. The outlay to me in silver, gold, &c., has been very considerable, and
I Liope your Lordship will kindly remit to me the sum of £200 to Messrs. Coutts
and Co., London. My publishers, Messrs. Marion and Co., have priced the copies of
the photographs at 8s. each to the public. The price I am supplying them
to the Government will scarcely pay expenses, and I think under the circumstances
I cannot be expected to make any advance of money for materials, &e, The
quantity of copies will be ncarly 3000, which, at 3s. each, will be £150 altogether.
Of this I trust £200 may be remitted at once.

4, Tam greatly obliged to your Lordship for your remarks in your Minute.
The photographs have been immensely admired, and people are kind enough to say
that they are the fincst collection of photographs ever yet taken"®nywhere, some
ever going so far as to express grave doubts whether they are really genuine photo-
graphs. I have shown them to the Secretary of State for India, and told him what
your Lordship had said.

5. My address will be Poste Restante, Geneva, for the summer ; but the money
please send to Messrs. Coutts and Co., London, and please send me at once dirce-
tions how to dispose of the photographs when completed.

No. 52. From Captain E. D. LYON, to His Excellency the Right Honourable
the Governor of Madras; dated 7th June 1869.

Might T ask you to be kind enough, if possible, to send me another copy of the
Minute regarding my photographs which you wrote last winter. The copy Mr. Ellis
sent me to Matheran, Mr. Ellis of the Bombay Council asked me to lend him, and
as he has nover returned it, though asked to do so, I fear ho has mislaid it, and if
you could send me a second copy I should feel greatly obliged. I went to London
and showed my photographs to Mr. Ferguson, the Duke of Argyll, Mr. Henry Cole,
and many others, and one and all said they were the finest collection of photographs
they had ever scen, not only of India but even in Europe. I do not think that your
fear of their being found fault with on account of their similarity will be the case.
The ¢ details” were all most prized, and I did not hear one single complaint of
their similarity to each other. I had not thehonour of showing them to the Queen ;
but in Paris I did so to the Emperor and Empress, who spent two hours and a half
in looking over them, and admired them immensely, and were most interested
- about them. Ialso showed them to all the savants of Paris, and I think altogether
they secmed more prized in Paris than in London. Isaw the brotherin-law of
Prince Frederick, and, as he was daily expecting Prince Frederick in Paris, he asked
me to leave some of the photographs in Paris, and I did so. I wrote you some time
ago and asked you to send me £200 on account of the printing of the copies required
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by your Government. I have had to make heavy advances, as to get card-board,

&c., prepared for you at the wholesale price. You have to pay half of the whole sum
in advance. Silver and gold must be paid for as bought cash ; and to fit up a print-
ing establishment properly is very expensive, and the cost of bringing home all the
glasses has becn very heavy, so that I shall hope to receive the advance, and also
directions what isgo be done with the copies, as early as possible. Please address
to ““ Geneva, Switzerland.” Marion and Co., my publishers, seem to Lave no doubt
the photographs will command a steady and good sale in London, and I hope that
their prophecy will come true, and that I shall geta good profit out of them, as
otherwise I shall be loser rather than a gainer by the transaction, The question
was mooted in London as to buying the negatives ; but, owing to the severe indig-
position of Dr. Forbes Watson, there was only a hint of the possibility,

No. 53. OrpER THEREON, 8th July 1869, No. 935.

His Excellency the Governor in Council sanctions the payment to Captain
Lyon of £200, and resolves that the Accountant General be requested to arrange
for the remittance of the amount to Captain Lyon’s Agents, Messrs, Coutts and Co..
London,

2. His Excellency in Council also resolves that Captain Lyon be requested
to send direct t#the address of the Right Honourable the Secretary of State five
copics of each of the photographs, and the remaining five copies to this Governmen:
by the overland route.

3. On receipt of the photographs from Captain Lyon one set will be presentec
to the Government of Bengal and one set to the Government of Bombay, The
remaining three scts will be distributed in this Presidency as follows : one set to the
School of Arts, one set to the proposed Public Library, andone sot will be retained
in the Government Office.

4. The Secretary of State will be advised of Captain Lyon having beep
1ostructed to forward to him five copies of each of the photographs,

5. Captain Lyon will be requested to state the exact number of photographs
which will be supplied by him, it not being clear from the demi-official corres.
pondence what is the number of ancient monuments actually photographed,

(True Extract),

Chief Secretary.
To Captain E. D. Lyon, Geneva, Switzerland.
To the Accountant General,

Exd A. S. Rodgers.
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