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Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Public Department,
I Tth July 1869.

-

No. 25, Read the following letter from the Acting Mauritius Emigration Agent,
Madras, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated
Madras, 8th June 1869, No. 54. ‘

I have the honour to acknowledge reccipt of the Procecdings of the Madras
Government, No. 730, dated 1st June 1869, requesting me to explain why, in the
exse of the ship Medusa, I deviated from the explicit instructions of the Government
of india in regard to the proportion of females to be put on emigrant vessels ; and
to state, in reply, that, notwithstanding all my endeavours to obtain the full number
of emigrant females for the Medusa, I failed to procure them.

2. In my anxiety to obtain the full number, I was not even particular as to
1o character of the fomales recruited, for as Mr. Blair, the Protector of Emigrants,
13 aware, I admitted confirmed prostitutes into my depbt, and yet I could not make
up the required proportion.

8. Inall emigrant ships from Madras, ncarly one-half the emigrant women
are of doubtful character, or about one-third confirmed prostitutes, and »ince the
€ mtagious Diseases’ Act has come into force, the supply of emigrant wonien from
this cluss of the population has diminished, us good many of these have run away
into the interior to avoid the restrictions imposed upon them by the Act, and no
small number are confined in the Lock Hospitals of Madras.

4. Ihave kept the Protector of Emigrants informed of these facts with the view
of hereafter applying to Government to diminish the proportion of women to be put
on emigrant vesscls, and as T have now the opportunity of stating the fuct that in
order to make up the required proportion of females from Madras, confirmed prosti-
tutes have to be recruited, and that as it is not at all desirable to seud such women ag
emigrants to Mauritius, I beg you will be pleased to submit this letter to His
Excellency the Governor in Council, in order that His Excellency may be gra-
ciously pleased to move the Government of India to diminish the proportion of

 femalo emigrants from 40 to 25 or 30 to every 100 males.

5. Thave the honour to annex a statement of the number of women treated
for primary venereal diseases since the reopening of the Mauritius Emigration
Depot in August last, in order to confirm the assertion made by me as to the
character of the women recruited as emigrants.

No. 26, ORDER THEREON, 7th July 1869, No. 917.

The Acting Emigration Agent for the Mauritius is informed that the Govern-
ment are not at present prepared to address the Government of India on the sub-
Jeet of his letter above recorded, but that the matter may be brought forward when
the report called for in the G. 0., 30th September 1868, No. 1231, is submitted,
and that in the meantime the orders of the Government of India must be strictly
adhered to,

(True Extract).
Chief Scerctary.

To the Acting Mauritius Emigration Agent,
»»  Protector of Emigrants,
E‘dl J. Wl'ighﬁ.
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G. 0., 1th July 1369, No. 917.
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Direeting the Maurit'ns Emigration Agent
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of India respectinvg the procrtion of females to
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PROCEEDINGS of the MADRAS GOVERNMENT.
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