


Proceedings of the Madra# Government, Public Departme?:,
29¢h June 1869, :

No.162.  Read the following letter from the Magistrate of the Madras district
to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Sydg’-
pet, 19th June 1869, No. 134. '

T have the honour fo forward, herewith, the reports of the Joint Magistrate and
of the Assistant Magistrate, Mr. McIver, on the arrangements for preserving the
peace and the health of the people at the late annual festival at (fonjeveram,

9. The total expenditure amounted to Rupees 1253-5-1, being Rupees 55-5-5
less than last year. Of this the Municipality contributed Rupees 600 leaving the

balance of Rupees 653-5-1. '

8. ‘The Pagoda Church-wardens, I am sorry to say, positively refused to give
more than 50 rupees towards the expenses, and as I am not aware of any law by
which we can eompel them to pay anything at all, Tam of opinion we ought to
accept what they are willing to give, and for the balance I request the sanction of
Government. Q

4. The attendance of pilgrims seems tohave greatly diminished this year"-
put the information which was telegraphed up the country, in different directions,’
regarding the probable great heat that they would have to experience, the scarcity
of water, &ic., &c., mAY have deterred many. from setting out a all, and sent back
even some to their homes. |

5. The Government will, I am sure, be glad to observe that there was no .

epidemic or sickness of any kind during the whole period of the feast, a result no
doubt due, in a great measiire, to the sanitary precautions that were taken, and which
in regard to this great festival have been year by year improved and"each succes-
sive year apparently more and more successful, & great improvement this jrear over
Jast scems to have been in the police arrangements which for all purposeé were
q' uite complete, and for which Captain Cunliffe, the Superintendent, and all under
him deserve great credit. | | |
6. " Mr. Mclver, the Assistant Magistrate, although quite alate arrival in India,
geems to have entered into the work I assigned to him  con amore,” and was, I
am told, most influential in keeping everything straight.

7. The Municipal Commissioners seem also to have done all, and more even
than was their duty, and Mr. Apothecary Chadwick, as Health Officer of the Com-
mission, appears to have been of the greatest assistance. ‘

8. The assigning certain tanks for drinking purposes and certain ones for
sblution, &c., BppeaTs tome so useful a sanitary measure, that I propose keeping

up the distinction always in Conjeveram, and calling upon the police in the various

other towns in this district that havebeen or are to be brought under Act XXIV. of
1859 to similarly select, wherever possible, some tanks for drinking and others for

ablution according to circumstances and gposition.

S. CROLE, Esq., Acting Joint Magistrate, to the Magistrate of Madras ; dated

Chingleput, 10th June 1869, No. 34.
I have the honour to submit the usual report on the conclusion of the May festival at
letter from the Absistant Magistrate together with statistics and

From C.

Conjeveram, and to forward a

accounts.
2. Stale of season.—Owing to the peculiar nature of the season, and a report that water

was scarce and food dear, I found it necegsary to go fo Conjevq;@m; where I remained from the

L
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18th ultimo untjl the eveni
found that the state of thin

at.ivis.e that Magistrates of neighbouring districts should be informed of it by telegrapb, so that
pilgrims being warned might come with their eves open.

3. Duration of Feast, '
1869. The days on which the
and the 28th, the Car festival.

M 4. Temperature.—The heat was, especially at first, excessive, even for Comjeveram in
ay.

crowd was greatest wero the .24th May (the Garuda Utsavam),

5. Number of prlgrims and reason of decrease.—Tho crowd was this year comparatively

Insignificant. The total number of passengers by the tramway during the ten days was 10,852,
(quite cqual to the usnal number, ) and that of

absence of people from g distance formed a mark
even of those who came by road returned to th
in the vicinity, during the night of the day on
crowded. T do not think that op any one day
while last year the concourse on some of th
Opinion is concurrent that, during the last
sudden falling off in the attendance at the
It was variously computed at from one-half
require some explanation of this,

adverse seasons, and reported scarc
restrictions imposed owing to san
moribund state of religious feeli
former days, when in the best of

eir homes, which were in most cases the villages
which they arrived, the town was at no time over-
there could have been more than 30,000 strangers,

five yoars, the crowd has steadily decreased, but the
late festival attracted morethan ordinary attention.
to four-fifths, 1 presume that the Government will
Three solutions are offered : first, poverty induced by the late
ity of water at Conjeveram ; second, dislike of the people to the
itary arrangements and the interferonce of the police ; third,
ng. I confess that I see little force in any but the last. In
years the ryot was not half so he is now even
after two successive bad seasons, people used,ry in seasons bad and ::ip:’r:?': : brave pestilence
and plander on the road, epidemics at the feasts, privations and discomforts of all kinds at the

shrine, and on their way back to homes,* which, when ro i
. ) , ached, th hed to die.
Such considerations far from being d e ey 400 often ouly reac .

ge. Asto their dislike of sanitary rules and police, I can
this is a myth. Itjs troe that sanitation is yet in its
ongratulate themselves on tho introduction of moasures
the good cffect on the drinking water of tanks, produced
lothes and human ordure, Bosides this the people are not
mmunity from pestilence, unknown in former times, which
vals, nor of that protection to person and property which
quitous police force under the immediate superintendence

: - ad. A wurmer now-a-days is unhcard, and the people
gencrally submit to the restrictions imposed, appareutly recognising their necessity and the good
they eflect. I cannot, however, say quite as much for the authoritios of tha pagoda which is the
cause of thisassemblage. Whether it arises from ignorance, the nsual distike of priostly bodics to
innovation, or an idea that they possessa vested

right to reign supreme in the town, amid the
license, filth, disease, and death which usod formerly to mark the recurrence of these gatherings,

it woul be har I to tell ; but I regret to say that there seem to have been signs on their parts of
ubstructivencss and want of cooperation with the authoritics iy matters in which cnlightenment and
a recognition of their own real interests would have dictated another courss, 1 recognise the
discovery of the cause of the smallness of the crowd at the late festival, then, in the moribund
site of faith in Hinooism. This is proved by the almost total cessation of pilgrims from remote
y-arts of t.v presidency, and from countrics beyond ; by the smaliness of the attendance of persons
¢l se at hand ; and vy tho entire absence of all cothusiasm or religious forvour, as my owa obsfr'
vations and that of others on this occagion abundantly testificd. The absence of delsv in draggine

infancy, but I have heard many persons ¢
for this purpose, and in especial point to
by a few days’ exemption from the dirt of e
blind to the advantages of comparative i
is the result of conservancy during festi
1s guaranteed by the prosence of an yub;

e vt

8g of the 25th, the day after the 3rd and great day of the feast. I
B8 was not so bad as had been represented, but deemed it proper to

—The feast commenced on the 22nd, and closed on the 31st May

travellers who passed the toll-bars 117,037.  The
arked featuro of the gathering ; and as very many

e days was reckoned at from 150,000 to 200,000.

of the quras Government, Public Depariment, { |

Proceedings % |
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the car round the town tends if any fh!;g tol’és | oo |
it was mainly effected by @ea::e:f :l:: ’sz::clé ‘in the higher parts of the town, I.OW in. all the

6. Water—aup‘?li;‘gens of Little Conjeveram. Great care was tuken. in-thx.s as in every
tanks, but abundan.t in eﬁ‘; the advice of the Health Officer, Mr. Cha,dwxck, to mb,e'rfere with
other measurs, whfl? adop e‘ug:dice as little as possible. Distributed throughou.t the fown wez:e
convenience or religious p:llfor blation, welve tanks for drinking purp 08.98’ while the use of six
Wen?':lf:l::“ k';‘;:s ;:;IZ were not interfered with. The depth to which the water bad sunk.
was forbidden. .

it qui f superficial influences. . o
rendered it quite beyond th,};:aﬁ;t}.; :f the town was exceptionally good. No disease, epidemic

%, Public Health.
or otherwise, was reported.

support thié‘ﬂ view, 48 théfe is reasonto believe ;that;r‘

no accidents. ]

\ oA :’};;r; :f_;if;:dienée to the suggesstion contained in paragt;:ph 6‘

8. Police Force o. 656, dated 27th May 1868, every effort wasmade to throw a

of the Order of Govel:nmen:: tow;l " There were 206 mon of all ranl.:s. The result was emm?ntly

sufficient police fox:ce fntot, e . cierea effectual, and the operatmns_of the bands of thu;v;s

satisfactory. Sanitation ;V“_s;: od the town professionally, were paralysed. . »Ther; were tee};

(Kepmaries) who, a8 usua ’aZ:l other minor offences (last year there were seven), an :;?;; oo
reported cases of nuisance aly five or twenty-five per cent. of reportgd cases among the la %
convictions for theft, leav.mgo y 4. which, -considering the circumstances, is satx_sfactory._ ;

ther erime 00CUFFEts ¥ P - this being the first occasion on which adequate

undetected. Mo om cal’s  be unavailing, : z A
comparison with {0 ertyh beewox‘:"1 i:de Great credit is due to Captain Cunliffe, the Superin-
' 88 . , R

rovi’ion in this l'esp?o . o f the forbe at his command- P .
fendent. for the eﬂ:;? ve 3s£:z:§:goyrounds.+For cart-stands seventeen sites were selected, and
9, Cart-stands an

for cart stands sixteen. o were sltogether forty-four, the contents of which were

- 10. Lat:ines.—-of:'r Illatri‘::mﬂ;:rwlated to accommodate 500 persons each as an experiment-
These wert

arjed ; jon of establishment, werekept 8o
off twice a day. : ¢ to the concentration of establisk , Were kej
;hey were o much more rosorted o, and, O M no hesitatior. in supporting Mr. Mclver's recom-

have .
smaller ones, that I — -earth system was well carried
much clean:r t:l!:;rﬂ;ineml adoption on future gc;';:::;‘or?;:znd féma]yes were, of course, dis-
mendation or : L 1afa ctorily. 8 ]

orked satisk

s ‘ ' ly felt during the
out, and in conseqﬂenc‘;;e riended in enforcing their use last yoar was herdly fo gt
A 4 . ‘.ty P A . . o ] -
tinct. The difics -0 ' . ' i £ the streets was
soal LI . —The general cleanliness of the s
fostival mader DT condition of town ; . )
as Conjeveram after
1. aneral sanﬁta:?ivér geen a native town 80 clean aud :l:;oji:el:s:ed; axfd the refuse
unexceptionsble I;mwf tival. Streets and lanes were “’epal wmth 7 tyetwo eabibiah -
ing the late lestival. There were altogether seventy- b
10 a.x. during sded outgide the town. : by engaging these
carted off m.receptaclezci?:;gers. Steps should, however, be taken‘ ;?ef:;\;;eyezr tog!:igraff ..
carts and eighty-two s largor number thea it was found possi : fe
jer, to sec v
gervants earlier,

:+o naighbourhood. A d as usual. -
dras and its nolg L ts were watere y _ N
- 12. Watering of sﬂ::ltzs. ag:es:;i:ry rules as were sanotioned last year were freely distri
s.— Copies of the 5

13. Bule \ ' anner in
buted about the town. thus described the arrangements and the ::’::ﬁ;n
14, Conduct of CJ P he honour to refer you for supp}emerftarit}:h s
which they have beettcmeto hope that you will be able o se;a ;ea;o;: f:r :ﬂiﬁ;eg;wd e The
’ : i av '
to Mr. McIver's repors, &5 a great measure to Captain Cunliffe 1 hé ~ , Assistant
. to them. The Assis
That these were due in snd him in their efforts to contribute B .
: ot bebind him in i formed his duty with
ficers, however, were ist me on the occasion, per e
‘;:;;s:“w Mr. Molver, who was deputed to assis The Tahsildar, Sami Naidoo, was

: ich i formed. X

i th which it should be per . s o ied
that energy and me der?tmndv;[r Assistant Apothecary Chadwick gave much txm; L;ndifgn:l Com-
dindusttie I:na.nd t(; details, both in his capacity of Health Officer and MuniCip :
WOr. »

t be very useful in Conjeveram,

Officers.—Having
out, I have t

activoe an
attention to genen'a.l
missioner. He migh
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4 Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Depariment, ' 6. The watesing of the irects - was :&?{ﬁ?m{m& o ¢ ﬁe'aame of the ypper town,”
g A S pa-rtso 0WI, e Y
201 June 1865. — Chinma W@fi?":‘?:’;i%éity\of‘waﬁer, the work was poorly done. © . © »
T e . e, R e s were ipoctsd greviously s the sbnimencement o
15.  Receipts and Ezpenditure.—~The total expenses, of which an account is enc
amount to Rupees 1253-5-1, being Rupees 5

e ablie, tanks and ponds were inking, bathing, -aud watering caftle.
C ot - 'q. . The vasipys publie ' urposes of drinking, bathing, aund watering cab
5-5-5 less than last year. To this the Municipality 7T, gdﬁm'the several purposep O, Cr
contributed Rupees 600, leaving Rupees 633-5

egtival, snd ERO L e ot cach socarod atbeption ‘to thesd Peitriotions, which |
-1 to be made up from other sources. The P‘G"d‘ ;;’ efe!;::'aw"ﬁréﬁ”co nstablg a;::mof waimm‘l\m etand,
formerly contributed a fair share, and for obvious reasons, I think tha one-fourth of the W‘fl 18 o ‘M ’*wmtﬁ the people. 1ne ‘
their proper contribution. This would be Rupces 313-5-3. Mr. Mclver and the Tahsildar apponred
told me that the church ward

) 24 e S *‘: 340 ' AL
e i tdnka andd: wells'of. Cenjeveram are 86 Aumarous L

ens had offered Rupees 50. I directed the Tahsildar to infor.m them ﬂMM e SEMER. - '

that it was so inadequate that I could not sanction its receipt without your orders. Their other oould’sear o Amade

expenses have not, as far as I can discover, been allowed to diminish, and I fail to sec any reason

N

e oty of al et A Bady o 90 it all sk, .
vhé police arrangements. are wo sof the Superintendent; contributed n a very
8. The polive ar immediate orders:of the Supering co; - Tatrines; and ronds ont-
e ably Bisposed, and under tho BEWE R T o oets, Gankes atinegs . 7o L
why they should retrench in this particular item. This, however, is a matter for your decision. most ably di 8, e anafal :of 4he fanet. Fho sitgals, GRS pdaoted ande
Supposing that the above Rupees 50 is accepted, thero remains a balance of Rupees 603-5-1, for g el

the disbursement of which the

g ey povidd withchuaabies, aud al she sstocpips Yom oonipaed yuder
sanction of Government must be requested. gide. the town.were i guto!p‘w” L Co -,
- e s st o i, e 6
From L. McIVER, Esq., Assistant Magistrate, to the Acting Joint Magistrate of the Madras o Havipe £ sipecially
district ; dated Conjeveram, 4th June 1869, No. 34.

ey I kg
I have the honour to report that the annual festival, the Brahma Utchavam, in this place :
terminated on Tuesday the 1st instant. The pilgrims have all departed, and the towa has
resumed its ordinary appearance. The number of strangers, who visited Conjeveram during ‘.3"
continuance of the festival, is variously computed at from 100,000 to 140,000. The daily

assengers, and of the persons who passed the municipal turnpikes, I
enclose herewith. By the

; ‘ o, ,!A i : I
refilted ning-

tm S wn43°i .
tramway 10,852 persons in all were conveyed to the town, 117,037 are (:\;iﬁn;ffréﬁ‘{ﬁhﬁ
reported to have entered by the toll-gates ; making nearly 130,000 accounted for. en, without . p:m h-
2. The results of the sanitary and general arrangements were very satisfactory. No case
of cholera or other epidemic was reported, and the general health of the inhabitants was not

affected by the visitation, Although the to
of reported thefts was proportionately triflin
time, and no accident occurred during its p

wo was infested with gang of Kepmaries, the number
g The car was in the atreets for an unusually short
rogress, or at any other procession. .

3. The usual conservancy precautions were observed, As you are aware all the temporary
latrines, thirty-nine in number, were completed before the third day, which is the real commence-
ment of the festival. They were very largely used, in this respect,
occasions. I am informed that they were used by almost all the gt

"the prmoﬁlﬂ“ ;

nt. of the strangers made daily use of them, and even ’ ' 12.". mﬁupw iﬁ““'d‘:*:::m !":: of the%mc‘mw Vishna i (?uclihﬁto

this computation is probably below the mark. Success in thig respect is, I am convinced, almost sioners contrmn ph 4 vers: # :I‘he e expenﬁa of the fonkival. e i f,‘,;
entirely owing to the activity displayed by the police lin arresting for nuisance. Some 200 . dlmmmmﬁ@ mhﬂ‘?dﬁ“{mg b,med of paytngﬂm%u e tomch !’ﬂh‘?j_: ‘
convictions for this offence in the first fow days speedily Prevented its repetition. : give {nom foﬂwed gﬁe_custom-~hl§§°?§°;° work gretﬂymmsd by m{wﬂ “The S .‘

4. The latrines were built, as on former occasions, of cocoanut leaf keots and bamboos, with | 19 :'.-,I h;;r o~ Qk' SPREY lfa{vf : h‘m&m up em& Sadlics, . ‘when i
the usual trenches and supplies of dry earth. They were placed in pairs on the sites hitherto . reg'nllt ;mi . ;?7; 6f'301}3id9”bl°. : ﬂns '” o 'mwgf'_than > former g
used and on some new ones. To each of the permanent latrines was added a temporary one. an‘ﬂ‘ Wum The sums pald 1 racedent for anowmg‘,@_iﬁ?m of 15 o
The former being reserved for females, the latter for males. Of the thirty-nino erected thirty-six u_:fab’lo t° . ‘Mt_ 1 conld_ ﬁ'ill!‘d\ !;zf: oblig ed to"gtrike it out of themeoun e s g :g;
were of the usual dimensions averaging forty feet by thirty feet. The remaining three were made - ' tier-ilk pandal ,-snd ,f‘?“‘f'v ere W cos under which ehehmawmhu%ﬂﬂ\ :
on aplandrawn out, andon sites selected iand marked off by you. Thoy were each about one o Wﬁﬂy informed of the b, endertakifg, T have left jé for your'consi-
hundred yards in length and fifty-eight yards in breadth, and thejr 8izo appeared to render them 14. Asy e ,
8o popular that more of the same dimensions might be put up with ad

; - : ot

which the contractor perform;d h.}::;d:r not. Y ou'wm_rﬂ?(ﬁg by the r‘mff" ~
' tion whether 1Y ey :gonld bizip:;ditx?on" to 40 rupees for digging trenches. Eleven .

. . © L Qers el ; , an advance g ~ - :

. cally worked than a propor *posived Bupoes 151 as an, /

tionate number of smaller ones. The deodorized deposits from all the latrines were removed, twice that he recely

a day, to pits dug at a suitable distance from the town, and provided with supplics of dry earth,

and with Overseers who checked the journeys of the carts.

5. The removal of rubbish from the strect was performed by the temporary toties and thfrty-
four hired carts, under the superintendence of municipal and temporary Overseers ; lnd..conudu-
ing the difficulty experienced in collecting toties from the other talugs, the work was fairly done.

3 . N . i “
vantage at future festivals. of the mann

. mdmmw\’tﬁsletm. N

15. All receipts and vouchers will be sent to thol Collector.
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No. 163. _OroEn THEREON, 20th June 1869, No. 880.

The Government are gratified to loarn that the sanitary umnqemeﬂﬁ .dwl.
during the anuual festival recently held at Conjeveram were so em;.nenﬂy “:knei'
ful, as evidenced by the immunity of the town from any epidemic or si ’

notwithstanding the long duration of the foast and tho large attendance of P“‘"::

2. The result reflects much credit on the exertions of Mr. Crole and b’
Mclver, the Acting Joint and Assistant Magistrates, ably aided as they “;:‘M,
Captain Cunliffe, Superintendent of Police, whose judicious arrangements, no
contributed greatl

Y o the preservation of the public health and to the maintenancs
of order within the town.

3. The expenditure in

curred on the above. acoount amounted to Rupoees
1253-5-1 ; towards meeting

mhich, i bemrvd, tho Musiaipality of Conjorrs®
contributed Rupees 600. It is i
aid

ually their duty to afford simils?
Municipal m .......... "o :?‘ likﬁy . nu.fy Dedncﬁ“& theﬁfofa’
-— oo Doos in, the Go-
~———— the sumas noted in the margin, ¢ of

Tewl.. 008 § 3 vernment sanction the disbureemen

the balance, vis., Rupees 603-6-1.
(True Extract),

8. ELLIS, |
R. Chief Seoreiery:

To the Magistrate of the Madras district,
» Inspector General of Police.

» Inspector General of the Indian Medical Department.
» Banitary Commissioner,

» Accountant General
» Board of Revenue.

» President of the Municipal Commissiong i

Mnd. J. Wright,
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. THE MAGISTRATE or tae
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-

Dated 55,9 20¢h.

Recd. .o " Encl.

G. 0., 20th Jang 1869, Na. 880.

JUNE.
Nos. 162-163.

: Expressing satisfaction at the succesgful
ganitary arrangements adopted during the annunl
festival recently held at Conjeveram, and sanction-
-ing the. payment. of Tupees 603-5-1 towards -
~ defraying the expenscs incurred on the occasion.
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