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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department
17tk June 1869. '

No. 113, I_ie.ad the following letter from the President of the Ootacamund
Municipal Commission, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Sai
George ; dated Ootacamund, 5th June 1869, No. 4  Fork St
I have the honour to forward herewith, for submission to Government, tr
. _ ue
P Bareoon Maiord . . copies of 1 argi
rggéom’e“g;g‘;;?::“:; ?;;*_gf;:,';f;,r”éﬁ::;::,":;’f;: ‘ nf)b do. the papers.m.)ted in the margin,
Nefighorries to the Hovoresy St 160, odying the opinion of the medical
otacam officers of this station upon the state of

. Dr. Pearl to D gmi-oﬁdul.'
rom Dr. Pear r. Donaldson, dated $1st May 1869, .
’ nd the public health of Ootacamund, and the
?

effect generally of the conservancy arrangements adopt
o o . Ed b t ‘ ic
Comuissioners during the past twelve months. d Y the local Municipal
2. The Government will observe that, u 3
, upon these two points, t ini
both Dr. analdson and Dr. Pear] are most favourable and g:;.tisf:éto}:*; opinions of
3. The pe}pers enclosed should have been despatched with the Ann.ual R
of t.he Proceedings of the Ootacamund Municipal Commission during the cport
ending 30th April 1869. This report is not yet complete though in cour yea;‘
preparation, and the enclosures have been forwarded at once for the perusal ots'etlo
Government in connexion with my letter, No. 2, dated 28th May 1869 *
From Surgeon Major J. DONALDSON, u.p., to the Honorary Seeretary of the Municipal Commi
18~

sion ; dated Ooty, 27th May 1869.
In reply to your letter, No. 1, of date 26th instant, received this day, Ihave the honour ¢
’ 0

state—1st, that there is very manifest improvement in the sanitary condition of the station si

Jast year. Since date of my report, sent in end of January 1868, nuisances of vario :n 1x?nce
have been removed ; undergrowth, which was the covert for all manner of filth, has beens 1mds
cleared away to the very great purification of the air, and, in ma’ny slaces aoxglto:t
tant exception of this being the growth on the  Jail Hill,” often beiug
ame condition as formerly, and is still used as formerly ;)g
laces been cleared and drained ; public latrines have beex}:

everywhere
water, (the only impor
alluded to, which is in much the 8
passers by) ; swamps have in many P
jent situations; roads formerly almost impassable in wet weather have been

erected in convenl
d condition, thereby enabling visitors to ride or drive in any

< metalled’’ and are DOW in goo
weather ; and many other jmprovements have been made, which no doubt have been duly mad
e

known by the Commissioners to Government,
9nd.—The public health has without doubt improved in a corresponding degree, and there
’ 18

a most marked difference this year in the type and strength of disease as compared to past

or even the warm dry weather of last year, when the benefit from the sanitary measures th ylfa'rs’
crrried out had not begun to be felt. There has been no epidemic disease of any kinde? Smg
since June last except “ messles” which broke out in October, (having been imported fi o the
Jow country,) and disappeared in January. The measles spread very generally over the r(;m ’the
as it is wont to do in a place where it has not appcared for gome years; but there was : ?li?n’
malignant or indicative of local unhealthiness about its progress. On the contrary thent;' ane
was in most cases mild and the death-rate was unusually low, reaching in my practice: onl 135:80
one per cent. There has been no case of ¢¢ typhoid’’ fever in Ooty this season : the fefv& -
which I have had have all been brought from the low country, and have all done well 1?::63
¢ been some cases of ** diarrheea” and *‘ dysentery,” asis to be expected in the ;varm dre
geason when so many debilitated persons come up from the low country ; but in none that I ha:y
had to do with has there been any cause of alarm, and all have done well. Just nowI hav:
sFarcely a case of illness that gives me any uneasiness, and Ootacamund is as healthy and free of
sickness as any sanitarium or watering place at home or abroad could be. That I might have
my colleague’s unhiassed opinion as to the state of public health, I addressed to him a few questions
bearing on the chief points adverted to above, and, as the simplest way of giving the ¢onclusions

he has arrived at, I append his reply to this letter.

hav
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From Dr. W. PEARL, to Surgeon Major J. DONALDSON, w.p. ; dated Ooty, 31st May 1869.

Excuse my not answering your note before, I was from home when it arrived. In answer to
your questions, I can only say—

1. T have not seen any epidemic since my arrival save measles.

2. 1have not had any bad cases originating in Ooty amongst private patients save that
of ————, which I consider to have had its origia in Coonoor,

I, of course, exclude hospital patients, among whom there have been soveral deaths from pneu-
monia, &ec.

3. 1 have seen no cases of serious fever here among Europeans. Several cases have occurred
in people who have been sent here subject to the disease, such as

; but they all had it in the low country.
4. No cases of typhoid.

5. My opinion as to the present state of the health of Ooty is that it is good. A fortnight
ago I had many cases of diarrheea and dysentery, but these appear to be passing away.

» ' 4

No. 114, Og=pER THEREON, 17th June 1869, No. 832.

His Excellency the Governor in Council has received with much pleasure the
reports contained in the letter above recorded of the satisfactory sanitary condition
of Ootacamund, and desires to express to the President and the Municipal Commis-
sioners his cordial appreciation of the successful efforts that have been made during
the past year in the improvement of the conservancy and roads of the station.

(True Extract).

delg. Secy. to Govt.

To the President of the Ootacamund Muuicipal Commission.

Lxl AL S0 Rofers,
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Gort. 0T (1869 P ailias,

PUBLIC.

'1'()
TIE PRESIDENT or Tue OOTACAMUND
MUNICIPAL COMMISSION.

Dated June, 17th.
Reed. - Fnel.

G. 0., Vith June 1869, No. 832,

JUNLE.
Nos. 113-114.

Considering the steps taken Jduring the pas
twelve months for improving the sanitary condi-
tion of the Ootacamund Niunicipality as satisfac-
tory, and recognizing the cffurts of the Comwis
sioners towards, that purpose.
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