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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Worfs Department,

1st March 1869,
%

Read the following papers :—

No. 3. From Captain W. CON INGHAM, R. E., Executive Engineer, 3rd
Grade, Supernumerary, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works
Department, dated Spa, 17th January 1869.

1. About the middle of November 1868, I received a Last Pay Certificate
from the Controller of Public Works Ac-
counts. There were errors in the Certifi-
cate, and I wrote to Messrs. Arbuthnot & Co., pointing out the errors, and request-
ing that a revised certificate might be obtained from the Controller Publie Works
Accounts. The enclosed Certificate was returned to me, containing the same errors.
I find myself thus compelled to appeal to you for redress, as you will readily
perceive that I am placed in difficulties through not receiving the pay to which
I am entitled.

2. The errors are as follows :—

I left India on the 21st August 1868, at 6 a. M.; my furlough pay, therefore,
édommences from the 21st August inclusive, and not from the 20th August, as stated
in the Controller’s Certificate,

The Certificate states that I have received three months’ pay in advance;
whereas I never received any advance whatever, nor have my Agents, Messrs.
Arbuthnot & Co., advised me of their having received any such advance.

3. Ihave now done with the errors in the Certificate ; but I beg also to add
that I am also entitled to the following pay, viz, :—

In the Civil Department— RS. A. P.

As Lieutenant, Royal Engineers, from 8th to 20thY

August, at Rupees 195-12-0. \. 249 13 3
yy ord Grade, Executive Engineer, frem do. to

do., at Rupees 400, J

And in the Military Department—

Pay as Lieutenant, Royal Engineers, from 1st to
20th August, at Rupses iy o g o 45 2 6

Total... 294 15 9

4. Imequest that the sum of Rupees 294-15-9 may be paid to Messrs,
Arbuthnot & Co.

5. I was on preparatory leave from the Sth to 20th August inclusive, as I gaye
over charge of my Range to Major Raynsford on the 7th August 1868, and have
received pay in the Civil Department up to that date. I beg also further to adg
that T was promoted to the grade of Captain on the 31st October 1868, and request
that two Certificates may be drawn out, one authorizing my pay as Lieutenant, and
the other as Captain, Royal Engineers, to be drawn at the India Office from the
21st August 1868 inclusive.

Please address to care of
MEessrs. GriNDLAY & Co., 55, Parliament Street, London, 8. W,

1 Last Pay Certificate,

Rererrep to the Controller of Public Works Accounts for early report,
(Signed) CHARLES A, ORR, Colonel, R, E.,
184 February 1869, Secretary to Government,




Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
1st March 1869.

No. 4. From the Acting Controller of Public Works Accounts, to the Secre-
tary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Madras, 20th
February 1869, No. 4,829,

1. With reference to your en-
dorsement on the accompanying letter
from Captain W. Coningham, of the

Royal Engineers, under date the 17th
January 1869, I have the honour to offer the following remarks.

2. Captain Coningham was relieved of his duties in the Wynaad in the after-
noon of the 7th August last, and irregularly drew his pay and allowances for the
first seven days of that month in advance from the Officer in charge of the South-
East Wynaad Range. Captain Coningham availed himself on the 8th August of the
preparatory leave which had been previously granted to him, and, embarking on
the 20th idem, sailed for England in the forenoon of the following day.

3. In November 1868, this Office passed Rupees 922-6-7 to Captain Coningham
on a bill presented by Messrs. Arbuthnot & Co. Particulars of the items making up
this amount are given below :—

(1.) Moiety of Staff pay from 8th to 20th August 1868, =Rs. A. P.
at Rupees 200

1 Letter from Captain Coningham, with
1 Accompaniment.
1 Last Pay Certificate in duplicate.
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(2.) Military allowances from 8th to 20th August 1868,

at Rupees 195-12-0 R v 8 1 5
(3.) Moiety of the average of three years’ pay in advance

for three months, (viz., from 21st August to 20th

November 1868, ) at Rupees 252-2-5 ... 756 T 3

* Note.—M Arbuthnot & Co.’s 1 4. On the 23rd* December,
ote.—Messrs. Arbuthnot & Co.’s letter was not
received in this Office till the 12th January 1869, Messrs. Arbuthnot & Co.,at the request

of Captain Coningham, refunded the
last mentioned sum of Rupees 756-7-3 to the Executive Engineer in charge of the
Northern Range of the Presidency, and appli

ed for a receipt in acknowledgment of
the amoun

t, “ to enable them to obtain an amended Pay Certificate.” Noapplication
for such certificate has yet been made to this Office by Messrs. Arbuthnot & Co.

5. 'The original Last Pay Certificate granted on behalf of Captain C‘mingham
is dated 9th October 1868, and in columns 10 and 11 of that Certificate the 19th.
and 20th November 1868 were entered, instead of the 20th and 21st November,
. :which are respectively the dates up to which an advance of furlough pay was passed

in India, and from which, under the then existing arrangements f;rlougli pay
should commence in England. I cannot understand how this er;c;r occurréd, or

ticed in the preparation of the revised Pay Certifi-
ber last, but it is clear that the mistake is attri-
ce in the Salary braach of this Office. I referred
e Deputy Controller, who is in immediate charge
the Memorandum which he has submitted to me it
responsible for the errors in question is Mr, Fransz,
branch, who is entrusted with the duty of compiling

cate granted on the 7th Decem
butable to inexcusable negligen
the matter for the report of
of that Department, and from
appears that the party directly
the 1st Auditor in the Salary
Last Pay Certificates. Ihave fr

equently hid occasion to find fault with this subordi-
tention to du

of his month’s pay, warning him at th
result in his reduction to a lower grade.

ty, and have now fined him ouﬂ'eia‘-’:'h_th
¢ sume time that future carelessness will

Bl i

—r i

S

Proceedings of tké Madras Government, Public Works Department,
1st March 1869.

6. I will now proceed to notice one or two points in Captain Coningham’s
letter which call for explanation. From paragraph 1 it would seem that Messrs.
Arbuthnot & Co. had applied to this Office, on Captain Coningham’s represen-
tations, for a revised Last Pay Certificate. As already stated, no such applu.:atlon
has been received, the revised Certificate dated 7th December having been issued
with reference to the ruling of Government contained in their Proceedings, N?.
3,735, dated 30th November 1868, and long before information had reached this
Office of the refund of Rupees 756-7-3 referred to in paragraph 4.

7. Captain Coningham claims in this Department f:ull Staf? pay and Military
allowances for the period (8th to 20th August 1.868) during which he was abs?nt
on preparatory leave. This is clearly inadmissible under Paragraph 69 of Section
I. of the Military Pay and Audit Regulations. As SIIOWI.I in paragre?ph 3 abo’ve, a
moiety of Staff pay, with full Military allowances, for thirteen days in Augl’xst was
passed to Captain Coningham in November last on Messrs. Arbuthnot & Co.’s B11}.
The Military pay proper claimed by that Officer fro:‘n the 8th .to 20th Aug‘u.st is
payable in the Military Department, and I have accorfhngly applied to the Mlhta:ry
Paymaster, Presidency, to ascertain whether the claim has yet been passed. The
reply will be forwarded to Government in due course. ‘

8. As Captain Coningham’s Regimental promotion did not take place till t-he
31st October 1868, or nearly two and a half months after his departure from India,
no alteration on that account can be made in his Last Pay Certificate, but. an
adjustment of his Military pay and allowances, with reference to such promotion,
will no doubt be effected at the India Office.

9. With these remarks, I have the honour to submit a revised Last Pa): Cert-i-
ficate (in duplicate), and to request that the original .may be forwarded tg (Ja.pttmn
Coningham, the copy being sent, as usual, to the 'nght 'Honorable the edcrfz ari\;
of State for India. The entries in the body of this Certificate correspon 1m a
respects with those in the Certificate of the 7th December last, excegt 11; ;30 ?Thn-s
10 and 11, which have been altered with reference to paragraphs 2 and 4 of this

letter.

No. 5 From the Paymaster, Presidency Circle, to the Controller of Public
el Works Accounts, dated Presidency Pay Office, 20th February 1869,
No. 4,415.
Your Memorandum 20th February 1869, No. 4,820.
Pay proper* up to 20th August
and moiety from R1st August to 20th
; Lieutenant now Captain W. Coningham, Royal
M ber 1868, was passed to o,
?LZVEZI;S) Engim’zers, through his Agents at Madras, Messrs. Arbuthnot & Co.
a -

* 70,

No. 4,842.
Copy of the above forwarded for the information of Government, with reference
: para?rraph 7 of the Acting Controller’s letter of the 20th instant, No. 4,829,
0 =}

(Signed) 8. BROCK,
Acting Controller of Public Works Accounts.

NIADRAS’
2‘3rzd February 1869.
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