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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,

| 18¢% May 1869." |
———

No. 122, Read the following letter from C. T. LONGLEY, Esq., Acting
Collector of Tinnevelly, to the Chicf Secretary to Government, Fort Saint
George ; dated Tuticorin, 17th April 1869, No. 161.
I have the honour to forward Dr. Wilson’s report on the Civil Dispensa}y at
Palameottah and the Branch Dispensary at Tinnevelly,
2. The feasibility of introducing the Contagious Diseases’ Act into Tinnevelly
i3 now being considered by the Municipal Commissioners, I shall address Govern-
ment again on the subject. ‘

Annual Medical Report of the Public Civil Dispensary at Palamcotial, 1868.

Remained 81st December 1867 ieiiieiiiiireeen 41
Admitted, ................ .. e e et e 2,223
Discharged...........coveii oo, e eiteeee e e, 2,177
Died............, e e, Ceetiiiee s 27
Remaining 31st December 1868. ... e reereian., 60
Average daily number of sick............ .. Teeees e 433

OpsravaTIoNs

During the year under review 320 in and 1903 out-patients have been admitted to the Civil
Hospital at Palamcottah ; this shows an increase of 119 out-patients over the year 1867, and a
decrease of one in-patient.

2. The year 1868 has been an exceptionally healthy year ; with the exception of small-pox
no epidemic disease has visited the district ; the usual annual visitation of cholera has been absent,
which hitherto has occurred in the cool season, December, January, and February; a few sporadic
cases have occurred here and there, but the disease did not assume the epidemic form usual iy
former years.

3. Ihave had several requests from European Missionaries in the district for assistance
towards checking the spread of small-pox, but beyond sending them vaceine-lymph with dircetions
as to how it was to be used, I was unable to assist them further ; the vaccine staff of operators
appears to be numerically too few for the requirements of the district.

4. A Cottage Lunatic Asylum capable of accommodating twelve patients, six male and six
female, has been built ; but owing to amisapprehension as to an Order of Government, the latrines
and gates of the compound vere left incomplete, but are now being completed, when the insane
patients, at present detained in the general wards of the hospital, will be transferred to the new
building. It is not contemplated that chronic cases of insanity should be detained in this small
asylum ; it is merely intended to offer. better accommodation for a few months to acute cases, many
of which occur in the district, During the year thirteen new cases of Insanity have been admitted
to treatment, and three remained from last year, nine of these cases were discharged cured, four
relieved and removed by their friends, one died, and two remain.

5. By far the greatest number of applicants, 318 suffered from ulcers in various forms. The
next in number weore from affections of the digestive organs, 290 from obstipatio, and 188 from
dyspepsia, rheumatism 163 ranks next in number, after which comes intermittent fever 138 of a
mild type, and always amenable to the usual treatment.

6. A new tiled-veranda has been built along the front of the six contagious wards, which
are detached from the main hospital building ; this is a great limprovement and renders these
wards as comfortable as the main building. These wards are most frequently occupied by
unfortunate females suffering from syphilis, who apply for relief when in an advanced state of
disease and quite unable longer to ply their profession. -

7. If Government should see fit to extend the Contagious Azt to all large Mofussil towns, it
would, I believe, be the greatest possible boon it could confor upon the people generally. T believo
I speak within limit when I state that one-third of the applicants for relicf at our hospitals are
1ore or less influenced by constitutional eyphilis in one or other of its many forms, and if thig
condition could be controlled, or even modified; what a mercy to the people:

-
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8. Alist of the operations is given below, all of which, with two exceptions, have been attende d
by a successful result, »

9. Twenty-six deaths occurred among the in-patients ; many of these werein a hopeless
condition on admission, and not a few were picked up by the police in thestrects and roads in 3
dying condition, and sent to the hospital. .

10. Seccond Class Hospital Assistant C. Senthivale, No. 453, continues to dizcharge his
duties with the same zeal, attention, and good common sense that has hitherto characterized him ,
and he has the confidence of the people.

Piraycorran, (Signed) R. WILSON, u. p.,
1st January 1869, Zillah Surgeon, Tinnevelly.

dunual Medical Report of the Branch Dispensary at Tinnevelly, 1868,

1 emained 31st December 1867...... ...ococcoves ooviiiins oo 20

Admitted..oooniniiniiiis s e 2,200

Diseharged......oooovieniiiinneiiiiini 2,201

Dieden i i e e e 4

Remaining 81st December 1868......... .............. ... 21

Average daily number of sick............ ... oL 39;%
: OnsErvaTIONS.

The total number of applications for medical relief at the Branch Dispensary at Tinnevelly
for the past year have been 2206, this gives an increase of 230 over the admissions for 1867.

This Dispensary is only open to out-patients, and all charges are defrayed from the
income of the Civil Hospital at Palamcottah, which is derived from a funded capital of some
83,000 Rupces. -

2. Ilave elsewvhere remarked that the district has been particularly free from digease of
an epidemic character, with the exception of a few cases of sporadic cholera ; the district has been
free from this disease since March 1867. ’

3. The principal diseases for which application has been made for relief during the year,
taking them in numerical order, has been ulcers 327, rheumatism 795, obstipatio 189, febrig
intermittent of a mild type 125, ophthalmia 115, scabies 111, otitis 111, furunculus 108,
dyspepsia 73, diarrheea 62, and dysentery 44, ‘

4. TI'irst Class Hospital Assistant Kistnamah Rauzu, No. 841, has been the medical subor-
dinate during the year, and appears to have discharged his duties with attention and zeal.

TINNevELLY, , (Signed) R. WILSON, . p.,
1s¢ January 1869, Zillak Surgeon.

No. 123, - ORDER THEREON, 18th May 1869, No. 644. ,

From the reports above recorded, His Excellency the Governor in Council
learns with satisfaction that the Civil Dispensary at Palamcottah and the Branch
Dispensary at Tinnevelly continue to afford useful medical aid to the people.

2. There has been a considerable increase in the number of out-paticents
treated during the year under review, as compared with the preceding year, This
increase amounted at the Civil Dispensary to 6-67, and at the Branch Dispensary to
11°63 per cent. ; and at both institutions taken together to 9-15 per cent. The
increase is gratifying, as it is shown not to be due to exceptional unhealthiness of
the district, but apparently to increased appreciation of the benefits conferred.
There has been a decrease of one in-patient at the Civil Dispensary. The orders of
Government requiring that a copy of
_ the remarks entered in the Visitors’ Books
should be appended to the report, have not been complied with,

G. 0., No. 358, dated 5th April 1867,

" e Pt o e £
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3. The great difference between the proportions of deaths amone the out-
patients treated at the Branch and the Civil Dispensaries (1 in 55;
1 in 1903) seems to Hig Excellency in Council to show that the cases of out-patients
treated at the former institution are of a more serious character than those similarly
treated at the latter ; and that if accommodation for a limited number of in-patients
were provided at the Branch Dispensary, the usefulness of that institution to the
inhabitants of Tinnevelly would be much increased.

4. The Collector of Tinnevelly in his letter recorded in the Proceedines of
Government of 25th February 1868, No. 204, remarks, “ The Branch Dispensa:y at
Tinnevelly is a neat commodious building almost too good for the purpose, as out-
patients only are treated,” Probably, therefore, accommodation might be made
available without extra cxpense for building ; but even if alterations in the building
be found necessary, no better employment for a portion of the large funded capital
(83,000 Rupees) belonging to the institution could be found; and His Excel-
lency in Council commends the suggestion made in paragraph 3 supra to the
consideration of the local Committee,

o. It is observed that nothing is said in the reports’ as to the financial
condition of the institution as compared with the preceding’ year, or as to the
extent to which the funds have been supplemented by local contributions during
the yoar under review. T ‘

6. Itappears that the Lunatic Asylum, the expediency of which was doubted
by Government, (G. 0., 25th February 1868, No. 225,) has been completed and is
designed for the accommodation of six males and six females. It is now explained
that this small building is not intended as o Lunatic Asylum proper; for treatment
of chronic cases of insanity ; but is merely intended to receive for short periods
acute cases, many of which it appears oceur in the district, Care should be taken
to confine its working within these limits.

7. The Government await Mr. Longley’s report on the subject of the exten-
sion of the Contagious Diseases’ Act to Palamcottah.

(True Extract).

3 against

Chigf Secretary.

To the Acting Collector of Tinnevelly.
1 Inspector General, Indian Medical Department,

Exd. J. Wright.
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