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Read the following papers : — _
No. 23. From the Sanitary Commissioner for Madras, to the Chief Secrctary

No. 1017. 7 : .
I have the hondur to state, for the information of Government, that it has been

brought to my notice that several cases of diphtheria, a highly contagious and
most fatal disease, have been imported into Madgas by the Madras Railway during
the past few weeks from Bangalore, where the disease is, 1 understand, widely

prevalent. o ,
2. I should have hesitated to write upon this subject to Governiment had not

the inquiries I have instituted satisfied me that the health of the community travel-
ling by the Madras Railway is being exposed to a most imminent peril, which should
~ be at once arrested. '
‘ o 8. For obvious reasons I am unable, nof being in practice, to specify, for the
. information of Government, all the cases of diphtheria imported into Madras; but
B I believe the following statements to be accurate and reliable :—

4. 1s¢.—On day of the child of the Reverend S W was
brought by rail from Bangalore labouring under the disease. It reached Madras at
8-45 A1, and died on the same day at P.M.  (This death was not reported lo the
Municipality Mortuary Depariment). , 4

2nd.—On 23rd February, the son of Lieutenant W W , perma-

~ nently resident in Madras, died of diphtheria after'an illness of ten days. Imme-
" diately on the receipt of the report of this death, I had prepared in my office tho
following statement, computed so as to show if the .disease had ever previously
assumed an epidemic form, as indicated by previous mortality from this cause. I was
glad to find that it had not apparently spread on former occasions of its occurrence.

‘ It has, however, assumed an epidemic form in England and elsewhere. :
: ' Deaths from Diphtheria firom 1859 fo 1868.

Europeans. | East Indians.] Hindoos. |Mahomedans. Total.

. Diphtheria, 1859 ... 1 1
Do. 1860 ... e

Do. 1861 ...

Do. 1862 ... eeven

Do. 1863 ...

Do.. 1864 ... 1

Do. 1865 ... 1

. Do. 1866 ... ! 2
Do. 1867 ... veares

v Do. 1868 ... 1 1
. Total... 5 1 crsees ceveer 6

o 3rd.—No further reports of death from diphtheria were received until the
: ~ 2nd, when the death of the child of Major G was reported. This death was.

not brought to my Secretary’s notice until the 9th April, and it was only on his
: \ . inquiry that he discovered that it had been iraported from Bangalore by the Railway,
and that the death had occiirred on the 27th ultimo, o

to Government, Fort Saint Gcorge; dafed Madras, 15th April 1869,
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- 'Pro'&éed;;;g;g of | tlze iA[r_zdra_.e .j‘que;fnmen:t, Public Depart;
- 4th May1869. -

Y

nent,

i

41]1.-.—Whilo prosecuting inquiries on the subject, Dr. Montgomery Ie
that two children of Captain W. R. A— had been sent from B:nrraloge l:'LmCd
ing under the same disease. One of these children died in e Raz’lz;ay carri o
the Vellore station on the morning of the 8th April, and the body was carrie)({('[oy]f 111:1

the train and buried on the same dayat St. Mary's Burial Ground, Madras, But -

A 110 intin.mtion reached this office until yestorday (14th), six days after the funer
Regarding the state of the other child I have no information. weret
. oth—I have learned privately that a.child of Licutenant I,——
stationed at Bangalore, died of diphtheria a few days since at the Jollarpett Ju ction,
en route to Madras from Bangalore. ' metion
6th.—I am further informed that a case doubtfully reported as jever (2), but
actually one of diphtheria, is now under treatment by a private practiﬁonﬁr ; ,t}l}'
city. This case also came from Bangalore. o
5. Thave thus fully entered into details, because it is,in my opinion, essentiall :
necessary that Government should interpose to prevent this wholesale iimk)o tati "
into Madras of contagious disease. - pe
o (io 1‘Iit. t1s beyond my }n:ovincc, nor Woulc-l this. be a fitting opportunity, to discuss
propriety, upon professional grounds, of subjecting young children, labourin
.undex.' a I{lOl‘ta], disease to the fatigue, discomfort, exposure,and loss of r’nedical ai{cgl
: mvol.ved n a journey of two hundred miles by rail, But,in the interests of the
-public, T must most respectfully but strongly beg the interference of Government to
prevenfz the contamination of vehicles of publié carriage by the conveyance of cases of
" contagious ilisease, and of the bodies of those who have died from them. )
. 7: .It 1s with great regret that I have to note that the existence of this disease
in, or its mtro‘duction into, Madras, has not been brought to my notice by the Medical
Officers under whose charge the patients came, although the head of the Medical

*Department has jssucd a positive order to this cffect.
‘municate with Dr. Mackenzie.

- 1?'(1 imay recal t.o.the attgution of Government that at the close of 1867 this sub-
Ject had been finally disposed of, as noted in the following observations ofymy Secre-

tary in his report on the mortality in
Madras in the fourth quarter of that
- “Thave been able, si L oyearti— |

« orrangemonts etlen 1a.b e, since squlttm.g my last quarterly report, to extend the
 Aarise authorisl emhalluded to. for b.rl.ngmg, under the notice of the Medical .and
« discase, M Iles,t e casualties arising fro-m, and the existence of, contagious
« ingtructions tha:s%e&tor. General of the Incha.n Medical Department has issued
 showing £ all Medical Ofﬁc.e;‘s at the Presidency should submit a daily return

e number of cases admitted under their care labouring under contagious

On this subject I shall com.

* Vide al=0 my Proceedineg N
pivn ings for November and Decemb
1867, paragraphs 437 1o 414, and paragraph 54'ic.m *

{3 .

T g:;ﬁ.i;;?e:f :}etu;)ns, flddresscd to the Deputy Inspector Gener;ﬂ, Indian Medicall
“ they are f&biﬂafeclle‘ res.ldency, are ‘}’Y t.hat ofﬁce'r transferred to this office, where
« to the Deputy Ins m zz singler Qt“m, c?ples of \.Vhl(:ll are forwarded in the af§el'rloon
“ the severg] ({iqt ‘.”I; ector G?neral,Ind}an Mf.:dlcal Department, to the Surgcons of
“ and Marine § striets in which contag.mus discases may. have occurrcd , to the Port:
. SERSEINe Durgeon, and to the Muriicipal Commissioners, for -their information.”

ﬁvﬂ spmr-
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9. Act XVIIL of 1854 (an Act relating to Railways in India) contains no

provision against the transmission of persons labouring under contagious or infections
diseases, or of corpses dead of such discases in ordinary carriages; but the more

‘recent Sunitary Act, 29 and 30 Vie., Cap. 90, ¢ An Act to amend the Laws relat-

ing to the Public IHealth, 1866,” embodies distinet provisions and penaltics. I
take-the liberty to quote a few of the séctions:—

« Nuisance Authorities may provide carriages for conveyance of infeeted persons. -

¢ 94, Ttshall be lawful at all times for the nuisance authority to provide and
maintain a carriage or carriages suitable for the conveyance of persons suffering
under any contagious or infectious discase, and to pay the expense of conveying
any person therein to 2 hospital or place for the reception of the sick, or to his own
home. _ ) ‘

« Penalty cn persons suffering from infectious disorder cutering public conveyance

without notifying to driver that heis so. su ffering.

« 95, If any person suffering from any dangerous infectious disorder shall
enter anv public conveyance without sreviously notifyine to the owner or driver
A N o

- thercof that he is so suffering, he shall, on conviction thereof before any Justice, be

liable to a penalty not.exceeding £3, and shall also be ordered by such Justice to pay
to such owner and driver all the losses and expenses they may suffer ‘in cerrying,
into effect the provisions of this Act; -and no owner or driver of any public convey- '
ance shall be required to convey any person so suffering until they shall have been
first paid & sum sufficient to cover all such losses and expenscs.

“ Penally on agy person with infectious disorder exposing himself, or on any.
parson in'charge of such sufferer causing such cxposure. '

38, Any person suffering from any dangerous infectious disorder who
ivilfully exposes himself without proper precautio‘n against spreading the disorder
in any street, public place, or public conveyance, and any person in' charge of one
so suffering who so exposes the sqﬁ'erer, and any owner or driver of a public - con-
veyance who does not immediately provide for the disinfection of his conveyance
after it has, with the knowledge of such owner or driver, conveyed any such suffercr
# % * ghalll on conviction of suclr offence before any Justice, be liable to a
penalty not exceeding £5 ® * *7 _

10. Inaprior Act, 23 and 24 Vie,, Cap. 77 of 1860, (an Actto amend the Acts
* for tho removal of nuisances and the prevention of diseases, ) the following clause
0CeUTs i . ‘ - ‘
” ¢ Local Authorities may provide carriages for conveyance of infecled persons.
¢ 12. 1t shall belawful for the local authority for executing the said Dis-
eases 'revention Act’ to provide and maintain a carriage or carriages suitable for the
conveyance of persons suffering under any contagious.or infectious disease, and to
.convey such sick and diseased persons as may be residing within such locality to
any hospital or other place of destination, and the expense thereof shall be deemed
“to he,an expense incurred in exccuting the said Act.”

3 1

11. In England, special carriages arc now, I believe, assigned for the convey-
"ance of sick suffering from contagious discases, and I respectfully submit, for the
consideration of Government, the desirability of some legal cnactment in connexion
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with Act XVIIL of 1856, embodying similar precautions against the spread of con-

{agious discases in this country.

No. 24. From the Inspector General, Indian Medical Department, to the Chief |
Sceretary to Government, Fort Saint George; dated Fort Saint George, g
20th April 1869, No. 152. i

The Surgeon of the General Hospital having brought to my notice the recent
transfer from Bangalore to Madras, by rail, of several patientsin the last stage of
diphtheria, and the danger to the community occasioned by such patients travélling
in the carriages provided for ordinary passengers, I have the honour fo recommend |
that the Railway authorities be called on to take measures for the isolation of all
travellers suffering from contagious discases, and for the thorough cleansing and
disinfecting of the carriages in which such travellers have been conveyed.

9. In anticipation of the concurrence of G‘roverx}ment, the Deputy Inspector
General, Indian Medical Department, will be requested to instruct all executive Medi-
cal Officers in their respective ranges, that whenever patients under their care,
suffering from any communicable disease, are about to travel by rail, sufficient
notice is to be previously given to Station Masters to admit of the necessary arrange-
ments being made.

No. 25. OrpER THEREON, 4th May 1869, No. 577.

The letters above recorded will be referred to the Department Public Works
with a view to the Consulting Engineer for Railways being instructed to place
himself in communication with the Railway Managers (of both lines) on the subject i
of taking such measures as will, for the future, guard against the danger to the public |
health described by the Sanitary Commissioner and the Inspector General, Indian
Medical Department.

2. It should also be inguired what steps have been taken to disinfect the
carriages in which children suffering from diphtheria have travelled.

(True Extract).

R. 8. ELLIS,

LA LM & [SIPRPI SIS

To the Public Works Department. |
,,  Inspector General, Indian Medical Department.
,,  Sanitary Commissioner.
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