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No. 246. Read the following Proceedmcrs of the Board of Revenue, dated 23rd
March 1869, No. 1985.

Read the following letter from J. W. BREEKS, Esq., Commissioner of the N eil-
gherry Hills, to the Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue dated
_ Mussanagoodi, 3rd March 1869, No. 29. ‘ .

Proceedings, Board of Revenue, dated 28th January 1869, No. 592

In accordance with paragraph 12 I communicated the above Procecd1n<rs to
the President of the Ootacamund Municipal Commission, and I have the honour to
forward an extract of a special meeting of the Commissioners on the subject.

2. In paragraph 5 the Board remark that I have not stated what progress has
been made with the works, nor whether the maintenance establishment is imme-
diately required. I hope one or other of the two water-projects (north and south of
the lake) will be finished by the end of the calendar year, There is, therefore, no
immediate necessity for the maintenance establishment ; and the Board will observe
that the Mumclpal Commissioners desire to postpone, for the present, any definite
expression of opinion as to the water-rate further than  that the water-cess to be
““ levied should be sufficient only. to cover the cost of the channel estabhshment and
‘ of keeping the works in good order.” | '

3. The Municipal Commlssxoners also conmder that the works when ﬁmshed
should be put under their control, and in this I quite concur, cach channel being .
handed over as soon-as completed

4. The Board will note what the Commissioners‘say regardmg the necessity
for special legislation. - I need not refer to their remarks further, except to say that
they explain the dxfﬁculty which occurred to me when Iwrote my letter of the 26th
October 1868, No. 7. -

5. As regards the Board’s suggestmn that the rate should pay interest at five
per cent., and in ten years redeem the capital, the Commissioners have referred me
to an order of Government of 2nd- September 1868, No. 1107 Public Department,
from the wording of which it is ev1dent that the Grovernment contemplated the
execution of the water-projects out of general funds ‘Water-projects, such as
those under execution, are, as the Board say, necessary for the preservation of the
public health, and were devised with a view to meeb the pressing wants of the com-
munity as at present existing. It seems to me ha‘rdly fair, therefore, to throw the
expense of such works upon the Mumclpahty, .whlch dates only from November

-

111111

of conservancy keep pace Wlth the~ gmwirtg commumty,” But I sixbmxt that both
the water-prajects and the reclamation scheme:ghould now:bé: execu dby Govern-
ment to make amends for the negleet of former years. Re o (NS

From the President of the Municipal Commission, Ootacamund to theﬂommlssloner of the N eil- o
gherry Hills ; dated Ootacamund, 27th February 1869, No. 242,

1 havé the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter, No. 39, dated the -8th February
1869, giving cover to Board’s Proceedings, No. 592, dated 28th January 1869, and, in reply, to
submit the accompanying extract, embodymg the views of the Ootacamund Municipal Commis-
sioners upon the suggestions made by the Board relative to the new water-supplying scheme now
being }ntroduced into this station, as ascertained at a special meeting held on the 22nd instant.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Depariment,
23th April 1869.

Eztract from Minutes of a Special Meceting of the Ootacamnund Municip
held on the 22ud February 1869.

2. Read Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, No. 592, dated 28th January 1869, received
from the Commissioncr of the Neilgherry Hills, and contuining the Board's rccommen:iations to
Government relative to the control of the water-supply now being introduced into Ootacamund
the rate to be charged for water, and the establishment for itg conservancy and distribut;on ; d’
requesting the views of the Municipal Commissioners upon certain points, P

In paragraph 12 of these Proceedings, the Board sugg
to be levied should cover interest of the public money expetr
per cent., and that the works should be redecemed by the M
graph 11 they recommend that Government declare that, as each section is completed, th t
works will be made over to the Municipality, and that the Commissioners be re ﬁ sted’ t e Wa':;r-
what establishment is required, and to provide for its due maintenance, b ° coneter

‘ With reference to the suggestion that the works should be redeemed by the Municipali
within tcn‘ years, the Commissioners would observe that tho Board evident ):v it ‘;"‘“Pa o
apprehension of the decision of Government, which is found in Government O);'delz:l eP “;‘]_ c;)a ml:-
_ ment, datefl Q“fl September 1868, No. 1107. Paragraph 9 of this Order runs gs f Ii . : Kc“ :pa; -
:: the Spe‘cral c.xrcumstanct')s presented by Ootacamund, and in consideration of t(;wox‘:es i;:ted ‘:0:-"
dxtx?n in which 'tl?e st:atlon was transferred to the Municipality, the Government “-;gu be willin
** to aid the Municipality by a loan of 40,000 Rupees, and to make a graut in aid of works of .
o {)erm.anent character of Rupces 20,000, The Government, in addition to this spect ; si'o n:
:: n (tz;d o[f t{w Ootacamund Municipality, is undertaking the ckarges for the 'uz:)a te:-agp;ly
) Z{;déf.:w ,atzon, for the reclamation of the swamp, and for the purchase of the houses on its
Thi.s shows, in language which is not capable of misinterpretation, that the wate I
scheme is t.o be carried out at the expense of Government entirely ; and tile ci t . :l;suml)l'y
statement is coupled with the grant of Rupees 20,000 to the Muni::ipalit r rcmtll]xs : !tllcxe Gat -
ment had no idea of indemnifying themselves from the Municipal Fund gof &VGB e overn(;
on accox'mt of th:a water-supply. There is, thercfore, no necessity for discfls::gen:liz 1?3(:;?(‘16'5
o o . o
z;;gz;:sl_] that the CommlsSfoners provide for the realization of the intercst of the public moncy
The Commissioners concur with the Board in thiuking that the works when finished, should
be under the Cowmissioners’ control. They apprehend, however, that the w, k Blz 'hs 0(;’ d
over (as suggested by the Board) in sections, unless by * section"’ the northozi anm;;)t lc nnl i
two distinet and separate sources of supply—be understood, T’he whole of ; h“}‘: i ;““ne sb_
completed before it can be used, as the water, after meeting the rcquirc:::tsco:n:lfe x:::itou:
ii;:,:g:e.xnuat lastly find its outlet into tlhe lake or elsewhere, s0 as to avoid overflooding and

The Commissioners are strongly of opinion that the water-cess to be levied sixould be suffi-
cient only to cover the cost of the channel establishment, and of keeping the works in ooz order
These charges, as estimated by Mr. Brecks, in communication with Major Farcwell angd the rate;
as proposed by the latter fontleman (paragraph 7) seem reasonable and fair ; but n,s the cowple-
tion of the works must necessarily be dclayed for a considerable time, the Comx’nissioners would
prefer postponingy for the present, any definite expression of opinion as to what may hcreafter be
found nceessary.

In paragraph 13 of the Proceedings, the Doard remark that they do not sec tho necessity for
special legislation to authorize the levy of a water-rate as proposed by Mr. Dreeks, and Quotc, in
support of their views, S:ctions 25 and 29 of Act X. of 1855.  Upon this point the Commissioners
would observe that, uuder Scetion 36 of the said Aect, thers are but five legitimate sources of
Mun’cipal lf’unds, and that Section 29 merely contemplates the case of the amount lovied annuslly
in any Municipality buing less than that which might be legally collected under the Act. Out of
the various-heads of Mundeipal taxation, specified in Scction 36, all but oae, pawely, that of tolls

al Commissionera

est to Government that tho water-rate
1ded on the water-supply works at five
anicipality within ten years. In para-
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,

28th April 1869.
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on carriages, horses, &c., entering Municipal limits, at present obtain in Ootacamund. This
source of funds, hitherto unused, would be the means of considerable income to the Municipality,

butcannot be drawn upon so long as the Government tolls at Craigmore, Burliar, and Kultutty remain
in force. Of the remaining four gources of taxation, one only, namely, that on houses, buildings,
and lands, is capable of extension, by raising the present rate on gross annual rentals from five to
sevon-and-a-half per cant., the highest rate allowed under the Act. Upon this subject the Com-
missioners have already communicated with the Government, and have recorded their conviction
that no higher rate than five per cent. upon house property can, in the present cil'cqﬁls'hancés of

Ootacamund, with fairness to house-owners, be imposed. o .

But, although fully persuaded that any proposal to raise the existing Municipal house-tax
would cause among house-owners great dissatisfaction and discontent, the Commissioners never-
theless consider that such rate payers, who would be accommodated by the new water-supply
scheme, womld-be willing and ready to pay a small charge for the advantages they would thence
derive. Such a water-cess might be obtained, under Act X. of 1865, by tho imposition of an
additional rate of one per cent. on house property, the proceeds of which should be raised solely
for, and applicd exclusively to, the supply channel expenses. .

In following this course, however, a serious difficulty will be found arising from the circum-
stance that the incidence of such additional house-rate would be upon all houses at present taxed ;
while a certain proportion of the house-property, owing to its position or other peculiar circum-
stances, will in no way benefit by the new water-supply, and thus should be exempted from any
extra charge for advantages in which it has no share. ]

 The Commissioners, therefore, consider that a special -Act, authorizing the levy of a water-
rate, will hereafter be found necessary : unless indeed, and this would scem to be the preferable
plan, provision- were made on this account in the new Municipal Bill, which, the Commissioners
understand, is now under the consideration of the Legislative Council.

(True Extract).
O0TACAMUND, \ (Signed) N. A. ROUPELL,

27th February 1869. - President.

Submitted for the orders of Government in continuation of the subject of
Proceedings, dated 28th January 1869, No. 592, disposed of in Government Order,
11th March 1869, No. 654.

2. In making their recommendation as o the mode in which the expendituro
for provision and distribution of water was to be met, the Board were not aware
thgt Government had announced their intention, as they npw learnis the case, of
undertaking the charges for the water supply of the station.

3. Regarding the establishment for distribution of water, the Commissioners
state that a considerable time must elapse before a commencement can be made in
sapplying water, and recommend that the settlement of details be postponed.

4. 'They alio point out that the Matiisipal Act;as'at present framed, does not
admit of other thaﬁ';fgghéfa;l rates, and that, as many rate-payers will not in any way
beuefit by this s'chenéle, it is desirable that 1'Ehe Act be 50 todified as to admit of a
special rato being enforced against those partics only who are interested in the «
work. . ) BRI R L o : PR S

5. In this respect the Board admit the force of the uai'gurﬁénts.advanced by -
the Commissioners. o ‘ ¢ S :

(Signed) A.MACGREGOR, .
' Acting Secretary.

(T:ﬁe Copies éﬂd Extracf). 5
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Transferred to the Public Department,

Forr Saixt GEORGE, (Signed) H. WELLESLEY,
14¢% April 1869. Acting Under Sceretary to Government.
No. 247, OrpER THEREON, 28th April 1869, No. 549,

Ordered that a copy of the foregoing Proceedings of the Board of Revenue
together with copies of the Proceedings of Government in the Revenue and Public’
Departments, dated the 11th and 23rd ultimo, Nos. 654 and 369, be furnished to
the Legislative Department, in view to the question of lovying a special water-rate
in the Municipality of Ootacamund being considered in the revision of the Towns’
Improvement Act X, of 1865.

- (True Extract).

Chief Secretary, .

To the Legislative Department.
»»  Revenuo Department,
Board of Revenue,
Commissioner of the Neilgherry Hills,
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No. 1,985.
ProceepiNgs oF THE Boarp or Revenus, dated 23rd March 1869.

" Read the following letter from J. W. BREEKS, Esq., Commissioner of the Neilgherries, to the

Acting Secretary -to the Board of Revenue, dated Camp at Mussanagoodi, 3rd March
1869, No, 29:—

Procrepives Board of Revenue dated 28th Ja,nuary 1869, No. 592.

In accordanee with paragraph 12, I communicated the above Proceedings to the President of
the Ootacamund Municipal Commission, and I have the honor to forward an extract of a Special
Meeting of the Commissioners on the subject.

2. In paragraph 5 the Board remark that I have nc: stated what progress has been made
with the works, nor whether the Maintenance Establishment is immediately required. I hope one

or other of the two water projects, (north and south of the lake ,) Will be finished by the end of

the calendar year. There is; therefore, no immediate necessity for the Maintenance Establish-
ment; and the Board will observe that the Municipal Commissioners desire to postpone, for the
present, any definite expression of opinion as to the water-rate further than ‘‘ that the water-cess .

"“to be levied should be sufficient only to cover the cost of -the channel establishment, and of

** keeping the works in good order.”, . S

> 3. The Municipal Commlssmners also consider that the works: when finished should be put

under their control, and in this I quite concur, each channel being handed over as soon as

completed. _ :

4. The Board will note what the Commissioners say re dmg the necessxty for special
legislation. I need not refer to their remarks further, excep@ iit0 say that they explain the diffi-
culty which occurred to me when I wrote my letter of the 26th October 1868, No. 57. '

5. Asregards the Board’s suggestion, that the rate should pay: interest at five per cent., and in
ten years redeem the capital; the Commissioners have referred me to an Order of Government of

2nd Septeraber 1868, No. 1,107; Public Department, from the wordmg of which it is evident that
ihe Quvernment conwmp'm‘bc& the tﬂlt&uuvnvf 4 ruver 'pmvt/un wvab of O vnvedr X aado. ‘-’v .x,h"r\w

projects, such as those under execution, are, as the Board say, necessary for the preservation of the
public health, and were devised with & view to meet the pressing wants of the community as at*
present existing. It seems tome hardly fair, therefore, to throw the expense of such works upon the
Mumclpahty which dates only from November1866. It will be the du@y of the Commissioners,
for the future, to see *‘ that measures of conservancy keep pace with the growing community;’’ but
I submit that both the water projects and the reclamation scheme should now Qe executed by Gov-
¢rnment to make amends for the neglect of former years.

——

: Excrosure No. 1. R .
From N. A. ROUPELL Esq Presxdent Ootacamund Municipal Commisaion, to the Commissioner
of the Neilgherries, dated Ootacamund, 27th February®1869, No. 242.

N I mave the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter, No. 39, dated 8th February 1869,

giving cover to Board’s Proceedings, No. 592, dated 28th January 1869, and in reply, to submit

‘the accompanying extract, embodying the views of the Oot&ca.mund Mumclpa.l Comtnissioners upon

the suggestions made by the Board relative to the new ‘water supplying scheme now bemg intro-
duced into this statmn, a&mm'tamed ata specxa.l nwe'ﬂﬁ&" h’eld ot thev 22:1& instant. ~

- o

Extract from Mmutes of a Speozal .Meetmg of the Owacamuml Mmzctpal C’ommwszéfgs o
held g the 22nd Fobruary 1869, =+ .
of the of ' 59

;‘Mmeﬁdahons 10 Gov-

iodiioed. into Ootacatiand, the
poRkEIvaticy tmd dlstnbutxon and
pointm - s

erament xela.twe to the condiol of.. thé"’
rate to be charza‘dformmm, and £

v d;i:lishmemk _'




, In paragraph 12 of these Proceedings, the Board suggest to Government that the water-rate
to be levied should cover interest of the public money expended on the water-supply works at fivo
per cent., and that the works should be redcemed by the Municipality within ten years. In para-
graph 14 they recommend that Government declare that, as each section is completed, the water-
works will be made over to the Municipality, and that the Commissioners be requested to consider
what establishment is required, and to provide for its due mainténance.

With reference to the suggestion that the works should be® redeemed by the Municipality
within ten years, the Commissioners would observe that the Board evidently write under a mis-
apprehension of the decision of Government, which is found in Government Order. Public Depart-
ment, dated 2nd September 1868, No. 1,107. Paragraph 9 of this Order runs as fo’llows:——“ Under
““ the special circumstances presented by Ootacamund, and in consideration of the neglected con-
¢ dition in which the station was transferred to the-Municipality, the Government will be willing
‘“ to aid tho Municipality by a loan of 40,000 Rupees, and to make a grant in aid of works of a
“ ;')erm:mcnt; character of Rupees 20,000, 7The Government, in addition to this special grant
““in ail of the Ootacamund Municipality, is undertaking the charges for the waler-suppl,l}
“of the stution, for the reclamation of the swamp, and for the purchase of the houses on its
“¢ borders.”’ , : : ’

'ljhis shows, in language which is not capable of misinterpretation, that the water-supply
scheme is to be carried out at the expense of Government entirely; and the circumstance that this
statement is coupled with. the grant of Rupeés 20,000 to the Municipality proves that the Govern-
ment had no.idea of indemnifying themselves from the Municipal Fand for the expens:s incurred
on ztcc?unt of the water-supply. There is, therefor‘e, no necessity for discussing tile Board's
uggestion that the Commissioners provide for the realisation of the interest of the pub i )
expended. ' e e e e mo?cy
The Commissioners concur with the Board in thinking that tho works when finished should
“be under the Commissioners’ control. They apprehend, however, that the works cannot be handed

over, .(a,s sxxggggted by the Board,) in sections, unless by “ sections’; the north ind south c‘hannels——

tw0. distinct a'nd separate‘ sources of supply—be understood. The whole of each channel must be
'('B-Omploted beforc™it can %m used, a8 the Water, after” eeting the requireientsiof the various
:Zl;gt:c!.n“t lastly find its outlet into the lake or elsewhere, 80 as to avoid over-flooding and
. The Commissioners are strongly of opinion that the water-ccss to be lcvied should be
sufficient only to cover the cost of the channel establishment, and of keepin th‘ ’ ks i d
order. Thesc charges, as estimated by Mr. Breeks, in communication with ];iair Fc ot lf mdgfl(;e
rates as proposed by the latter gentleman, (paragraph 7,) seem reasonable ind ?;ii‘felm,tan the
completion of the works must nccessarily be delayed for a considerable time, the Cc;mmi,ss?:n;:rs
would prefer postponing for the present any definite expression of opinion as t , hat hereafte
be found necessary. ° W}_a oy Rereatier

In paragraph 13 of the Proceedings, the Board remark that they do not sco the necessity for
special legislation to authorise the levy of & water-rate as proposed by Mr. Breeks, and quote, in
support of their views, Sections 25 and 29 of ActX. of 1865. Upon this point the,Comn:lissim;era
would observe that, under Section 36 of the said Act, there are but five legitimate sources of
Municipal Funds, and that Section 29 merely contemplates the case of the amount Jevied annually
in any Municipality being less than that which might be legally collected under the Act. Out of the
vamous heads of Municipal taxation, specified in Section 36, all but one, namely, that of tolls on
carriages, horses, ctc., entering Municipal limits, at present obtain in Ovtacamund. This source
of funds, hitherto unused, would be the means of considerable income to the Municipality, bu¢
cannot be drawn upon so long as the Government tolls at Craigmore, Burliar, and Kulhutty remain
in force.  Of the remaining four sources of taxation onc only, namely, that on houses, buildings,
and lands, is capable of extension, by raising the present rate on gross annual rontals from five to
seven-and-a-half per cent.—the bighest rate allowed under the Act. Upon this subject the Com-

missioners have already communicated with the Government, and have recorded their conviction

gngeextra charge for advantages in which,
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that no higher rate than five per cent. updn house_’-:p‘f‘mper@' can, in-the presegf circumstances of
Ootacamund, with fairness to house-owners be imposed. S

“ But; although fully persuaded that any proposal to j;aise the existing Municipal house-tax
would cause among house-owngrs great dissatisfactjon andaliscontent, the Cotitnissioners never-
thaless consider that such rate-pafers, who would be a¢commodated by the new water-supply
scheme, would be willing and ready to pay’ a small charge‘for the advantages they would thence
derive. Such a water-cess might be objained, under Act X. of 1865, by the imposition of an
additional rate of one per cent. ofi-house-property, the procﬁcds of which should be raised solely ~

for, and applied exclusively to the supply-¢hanne! expenses,
In follcwing this course, however; a serious difficulty will be found arising from the

circumstance that the incidence of such additional house-rate would be upon all houses at present
taxed; while a certain proportion of the Lpuse-property, owing to its position or. other peculiar
circumstances, will in no way benefit by t}inew water-supply, and thus should be exempted from
;  has no share. : :

- r The Commissioners, therefore, congler that a special A,c,i, autigprising the levy of a water«
ratg will hereafter be found necessary: unjess indeed, and ?is‘would seem to be the preferable

plan, provision were made on this accoun{gin trnew Mumngipp! Bill, which, the Commissioners
understand, is now under the considerationsof the Legislative C#uncil:
B Y A

. (Prue Extract.) ¥ ’ .
OOTACAMUND, . o (Signed) " N. A, ROUPELL,
27th February.1869. ,;f i : President.

é"’, + Supurrred for thﬁ’ﬁfdcqs of Government in continuation of the subject'of Proceedings, dated
28tk January 1869, Nofﬁf)?, disposed of in Government Order, 11th-March 1869, No. 654
“ 2, In making their rccommendation as to the mode in which the expenditure for provision
“#nd distribution of water was to be met, the Board were not aware that Government had aunounced
their intention, as they now learn is the case, of undertaking the charges for the watertsupply of
the station. o

3. Rogarding the establishment for distribution of water, the Commissioners state that a
considerable time must clapse before a commencement can be made in supplying water, and
recommend that the settlement of details be postponed. : : e

4. They also point out that the Municipal Act, as at present Aramed, does not ad’;ﬁitl-'g? other
than general rates, and that as many rate-payers will not in any way benefit by this scheme, it is
desirable that the Act be so modified as to admit of a special rate being enforced agains‘;. those
parties only who are interested in the work. : ; : S '

5. In this respect the Board admit the force of the arguments advanced by the Co(znmis-"

sioners. ‘ R .
~ (Frud Copies and Extraet.)
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