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LProceedings of the Madras ,ﬁovermnent, Public Depar
26tk April 1869.
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‘fment,

Read the following papets —

~

No. 218. To Tue Hoxoranre R. 8, ELLIS, ¢.B.,
“Cliicf Secretary lo Government, Fort Saint George.
REespecTED SIR,
We, the undersigned, inhabitants of Triplicane residing near the Chepauk
Palace, beg leave to submit the following gricvances to the notice and favorable
consideration of Goyernment :— :

2. That from time immemorial, and also sinee the Chepauk Palace became
the property of Government, the water of the wells, situated in the garden of the
said Palace, has been and is used by the inhabitants living in the vicinity of the
place; but sinee six or seven days, they have heen interrupted by the unlawful
interference of one of the students of the Civil Engincering College, quartered in
the buildings, adjoining one of the wells, to which people frequent for drawing
water, by pelting stones at them, and thereby breaking their pots, and upon .one
of us representing the case to his immediate superior officer, a Serjeant Major, he
refused to listen to his complaint by treating him in a most unbecoming manner.

3. Sceing that our gricvances were unattended to by him, we.then brought it
to the notice of Captain Edgcome, the Principal of the Engincering College, begging
him to inquire as to the student’s using violence to persons (most of whom were
females) going there to draw water from the well in question ; and in disallowing
them the use of water ; the Principal to our great astouisluuvut aud regret refused
granting our request, on the ground that people who frequent the well commit
nuisance in the latrine sitnated near it, and when some of us endeavoured to explain
the matter, that no native would darc to enter latrines used by Iuropeans, the
Prineipal stopped our speaking by the following expressions, ¢ Ifold your jaw,” and
that ¢ I will cut the infernal natives from drawing water from the well ;” or words
to that cffect. '

4, As our appeal has been so contemptuously treated by the said gentleman,
ind as this is the only well, the water of which ean be drunk by the inhabitants
in the vicinity of the place;and the other wells, the water of some of which that
was drinkable are almost dried up, and of somc of which is not fit for drink, and as
Jovernment arc liberal in sanctioning wells, to be sunk for the benefit of the public
it Madras and in Mofussil at the expense of the State, we have no other alternative
than that of appealing to your compassionate and benevolent mind, and praying tha.t
you will be graciously pleased to submit thisour grievances to the favorable consi
leration of Government, and grant us permission, under the above circumstance, to
draw water from the well in question. o

5. If you will be good cnough to direct any police o(ﬁc.cr to see if nuisance
is committed by water-drawing people in the latrines close to this fvell, as expressed
by Captain Edgcome, you will come to know the truth or otherwm'c o.i the same.

6. In conclusion we beg to state that the water of the wells similarly situated
in Black Town, ncar the Ordnance lines, 1s used freely by the.inhabitunts of that
place ; and in aranting this our prayer we shall csteem it a blessing conferred upon
poor and helpless subjects of your Government.

(Signed) JEY KISIHIEN, and others,
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Proceedings of the Madras Go

vernment, Public Department,
26th April 1869.
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No. 950,

Referred to the Principal of the Engineering Collewe

Forr Saixt GEORGE, : v
15¢h April 1869.

for carly report,
(Signed) R.S. ELLIS,
Clief Seeretary.

‘) a) . 5 . 3 ' . .

No. 219. I:rom Captain W. H: EDGCOME, R. E., Principal of the Civil Engi-
neering College, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George;
dated Chepauk, 17th April 1869, No. 32.

As requested in your No. 950, dated 15th instant, T have the honor to report
on the subject contained in the petition of Jey Kishen and other inhabitants of
Triplicane.

2. The petitioners state in the 2nd paragraph of their appeal that the well in
question has been used by them aud their forefathers from time immoemorial ; this 15
not true, for before the recent erection of the quarters for the married military
students of this College, this well was in ruins, and unused, and it is onlv since t'h.o
construction of these quarters, and the consequent cleansing and repair of the well
for the use of the uropean Military students, that the petitioners h

for water.
(3]

3. Had the petitioners, however, used the water of the well for drinkine pur-
- . L)
poses only, there would not, in all probability, have becn any interference with them :
. - b
but when they come daily in great numbers and bathed at the well, thus convert.
ing the. ground. surr‘oundm.g it into a perfeet swamp, and otherwise crcating a nui-
sance, it was hich time to interfere.

ave come to it

4. The fact of a number of nude and dirty natives washing themsoives closa
to quarters occupicd by Enropean women, who could hardly avoid witues e the
operation, would, on the score of decency alone, have justified the interference of the
military students ; but when to this is added the fact that the water after such ablution
percolated through the porous soil hack aguin into the well, then to be used as dvink-
ing water by Luropean soldicrs and their families, I think that the prohibition of
the practice was not only justifiable, but urgently demanded.

5. Morcover, as their Commanding Officer, I hold thesc soldie: s responsible for
the condition of the quarters and out-buildings : had they not, therefore, interfered to
prevent the pollution of the well, and the filthy bedaubing of the walls of the out-
buildings, they would have been guilty of disobedience of orders : a grave wilitary
offence.

6. Thereal fucts of the case are these : after witnessing the dirty practices of
these natives, one of the military students ovdered them away from the well, but he
avows most firmly that he did not break a single pot belonging to them. This was
on the 8th instant; on the evening of that day onc of the petitioners, by name
Vencataprasath, (and apparently the ringleader,) reported the matter to the Scrjcant
Major attached to the College, who at once scnt for the military student in question
to investigate the case, but during the investigation Vencataprasath was so insolent
that he had to be ordercd away.

7. The next morning carly he come to my guarters to report the matter, and
prom'xsed to look in/to it. This I accordingly did, and inspeeted the well in guestion
the following morning, and fonnd itand the walls of the out-buildings in a filthy
state.

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
26(h April 1869.

8. While thus engaged thesaid Vencataprasath at the head of a large mob
approached me. Ilis bearing and tone were by no means respectful, and when he
became clamorous I was obliged to silence him ; but I am not aware that I made use
of the elegant and forcible language quoted by petitioners in paragraph 3 of their
appeal. I do, howover, distinctly remember saying, that, in consequence of the
nuisance created by the natives who frequented the well, I should apply to have it
enclosed, and this T did on that very day. ‘

9. That certain natives did make use of the latrines and urinals there is no
doubt whatever, as my Serjeant Major has, on more than one occaston, turned them
out of these buildings ; but whether they are included in the list of the petitioners, I
am unable to say. * ‘

10. Besides the well in dispute there are four other very escellent wells in
the immodiate neighbourhood at which hundreds of people draw water daily, and
in addition to these are two others which require only slight cleansing to be rendered
fit for drinking ; thereis, therefore,no possible reason why the particular well, attached
to the new family quarters, should be resorted to by the petitioners, as I have shown,
first, that before the quarters were built they did not obtain water fromit ; and,
sccondly, that there are six other suitable wells in close proximity.

11. The petitioners appeal is herewith returned.

No. 229, ORrDER THEREON, 26th April 1869, No. 536.

The petitioners complain that the students of the Engineering College have
prevented them drawing water from a well opposite the married quarters, which
well, they state, has, from time immemorial, been public. The Principal of the

© College defends the interference on the part of the students on the ground that the

well was disused until put in order when the quarters were built, at which time the
well was repaired ; that the people resorting to the well made it a nuisance by washing
at it; and that the washings percolated back into the well.

9 The Government thivk it undesirable, at such a season of drought as the
present, to prevent the public drawing water at this well, but they should be prevented
using the well for washing purposes. .

3. The Principal will be instructed to sce that the students do not interfere
with the people, principally women, frequenting the well.

4. The presence of a peon, or, if necessary, a Police Constable, who will be
furnished by the Commissioner of Police, will very soon prevent the habit of washing

at the well.
l (True Extract).

Chief Secretary.
To the Principal of the Civil Engineering Cellege.
Comimissioner of Police.
Dircctor of Public Instruction.
,,  Public Works Department.
To Petitioners.

N

»

Exa, J. Wright.
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