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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
13th April 1869.

N APUR N VD DAY

No. 123. Read the following letter from the Secretary to the Government of India,
Home Department, (Public,) to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort
Saint George; dated Fort William, 24th March 1869, No. 1636.

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 118, dated 27th
January last, on the subject of improving the sanitary condition of Ootacamund,
and in reply to communicate the following observations and orders.

2. Two propositions are made by the Government of Madras. The first is to
make to the Ootacamund Municipality a grant of Rupees 20,000 as a contribution
from the Imperial revenues for the improvement of the sanitary condition of the
place. Butthe Governor General in Coancil does not sce that sufficient reasons
have been assigned for this grant, and he regrets his inability to ganction it. Such
a grant would form a most inconvenient precedent; and if the Government of
India admit the propriety *##f®his case of giving money from the Imperial reve-
nues fora purely local purpose, it will be difficult to refuse it in other cases. More-
over, the papers submitted with your letter show clearly that the Municipality of
Qotacamund descerves no special consideration. - The Minute of His Excellency the
Governor of the 6th July 1863 makes this point as plain as possible.

3. As, however, the Madras Government has sanctioned the payment of the
grant in anticipation of the approval of the Government of India, theGovernor
General in Council will not object to this amount being included in the loan which
1t is proposed to give to the Ootacamund Municipality, and which is treated of in
the following paragraphs.

4. The second proposition of the Madras Government is to advance Ru-
pees 40,000, to the Ootacamund Municipality, as a loan from Government, bearing
interest at 5 per cent., and re-payable in six years by the application of a sinking fund.
Itis proposed that Rupees 6000 shall be annually paid to Government from the
income derived from the house tax. Although His Excellency the Governor Gene-
ral in Council sees no objection to assisting in the improvement of Qotacamund by

‘giving a loan to the Municipality, yet he does not think that the Government ought
to sanction this proposal, unless the Mumcxpahty show, on their own part, a dispo-
sition to exert themselves to place the station in a better condition.

5. Inhis Minute of the 6th J uly, His Excellency the Governor observes that
he would advance no public money “ without some proofof energy and good will
on the part of the Municipality,” and he stated that the first thing necessary was
to increase the Municipal revenues by further faxation. In paragraph 8 of the
orders of the Government of Madras, dated the 2nd September 1868, the Munici-
pality were, in accordance with these views, invited to raise the tax on lands and
houses from 5 to 7} per cent., and it was estimated that this enhanced assessment
would increase the income by Rupees 6250 a year. The Municipality, however,
have declined to make any increase to the existing taxation, but thereis nothing to
show that the conclusions stated in Ilis Excellency’s Minute were not quite correct.

6. The Municipality have themselves admitted that they can pay Rupees
4000 a year towards the liquidation of the proposed debt out of their present
income. If they adopted the course proposed by the Madras Government in the
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orders of the 2nd September, they could pay at least Rupees 6000 more, or Rupees
10,000 a year altogether.

7. Under these circumstances, I am desired to state that, although unable to
recognise, as a grant from the Imperial revenues, the payment already made under
the orders of the Madras Government, the Governor General in Council, as remarked
in the 3rd paragraph of this letter, is willing to treat it as a loan to the Munjci-
pality. His Excellency in Council is also prepared to lend the Municipality
Rupees 40,000 more, on condition that the whole amount of Rupees 60,000 will be
repaid in full within six years, with interest at five per cent., by annual instalments ;
that the Municipal income will be raised to such an extent as will place the punc-
- ‘tual payment of the'instalments and interest beyond doubt; and that the Govern-
meut of Madras will undertake to see that the. moggy,shall be judiciously spent,
and the condition of the station shall be permanently benefitted thereby.

No. 124, OrpER THEREON, 13th April 1869, No. 480,

The Government resolve to communicate the letter above recorded to the
President of the Municipal Commission, Ootacamund.

2. Under the instructions therein contained, the order of the Madras Govern-
ment, under date the 9th February 1869, No. 180, sanctiohing a grant of Rs. 20,000
to the Municipal Commission of Ootacamund, is cancelled, and the am
at the Commissioners’ disposal will be deposited in the Government treasury, until
the Commissioners report that they are prepared to accept the conditions under
which the Government of India are willing to sanction a loan of Rupees 60,000 to
the Ootacamund Municipality.

ount placed

3. His Excellency the Governor in Council trusts that the Ootacamund Muni-
cipal Commissioners will not hesitate to avail themselves of these conditions, He ig
satisficd that the expenditure of a large sum of money is absolutely nocessary for
the protection of the public health of Ootacamund. The amount, Rupees 10,000
per annurg, to be raised by inereased taxation to meet the repayment of the loan, ig
moderate ; and His Excellency would again urge upon the Municipal Commissioners
that the most equitable means of meeting this requirement will be found

by raising
the tax on houses from 5 to 7 per cent.

4. No class at Ootacamund is more directly interested in the maintenance of
the reputation of that station as a sanitarium than the ownersof houses; and, in most
cases, the small addition to the rate on houses will be recovered by a slight increase
in the rents charged by house-owners during the Ootacamund season.

5. While leaving it to the Commissioners to decide upon the best means of
raising the amount necessary to secure the repayment of this loan, His Excellency
in Council deems it his duty to state that, if the Municipal Commissioners fail in
their duty in vigorously carrying out improvements which they have themselves
acknowledged to be essential, the Government, regarding the sanitation of Ooty to
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be a matter of great public importance, will feel themselves obliged to take such
other steps as may appear to be requisite to secure this object.
(True Extract).

Chsef Secretary.

To the President of the Municipal Commission, Ootacamund.
Commissioner of the Neilgherry Hills,

Accountant General.

Board of Revenue.

»
»
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Hxd. J, Wright.
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o - ¢ Secy. to the Govt. of India,
To ‘ :
Tee CHIEF SECY. 10 tHE GOVT. oF
' FORT ST. GEORGE.
Sir, '

 Port William, the 24¢k March 1869, . .

Housbmrr. T am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
No. 118, dated the 27th January last, on the subject of improving
the sanitary condition of Ootacamund, -and in reply to communicate
the following observations and orders. _

2. Two propositions are made by the Government of Madras.
The first is to make $9, the Ootacamund Municipality a grant of
Rupees 20,000 as a contribution from the TImperial Revenues for
the improvement of the sanitary conditic « of the place. But the
Governor General in-Qouncil does not see that sufficient reasors
have been assigned is_grant, and he regrets his inability to
sanction it. Such a gry rould form a2 most inconvenient precedent ;

"and if the Government of India admits the propriety in this case

of giving money from the Imperial Revenues for a purely local
purpose, it will be difficilt to refuse it in other cases, Moreover,
the papers submitted with your letter show clearly that the Munici-
pality of Ootacamund deserves no special consideration. Thew .
Minute of His Excellency the Governor of the 6th July 1868 makes

this point as plain ag:} ssible. i : SR
‘payment of the grant in anficipation of the approval of the Govern-
ment pf- India, the Governor General in Council will not object to
. this aﬁfount being included in the loan which it is proposed to give
“ to the Ootacamund Munieipality, and which is treated of in the
following paragraphs. ’ ‘ -

‘T“‘" 4. "'T'he s’ecOnd‘p‘ropos_gﬁbn of” the Madras Government is to
l advance Rupees 40,000 to the Ootacamund Municipality as a loan
from Government, bearing interest at 5 per eent., and re-payable in
six years by the application of a sinking fund. It is proposed that
Rupees 6,000 shall be annually paid to Government from the income
derived fram the House Tax. Although His Excellency t. »
Governor General in Council sees no objection to assisting in tk
improvement of Ootacamund by giving a loan to the Municipalit
yet he does not think that the Government pught to sanction th
proposal, unless the Municipality show, on their own part, a dispos:-
tion to exert themselves to place the station in a better condition.

5. In his Minute of the 6th July, His Excellency the Governor
observes that he would advance no public money ¢ without some
proof of energy and - good will on ‘the part of the Municipality,”-
and he stated that the first thing necessary was to inerease the
Municipal Revenues by further taxation. In paragrap . & of the
orders of the Government of Madras, dated the 2nd September
1888, the Municipality were, in accordance with these views, invited to
raise the tax on lands and houses from 5 fo 7} per cent., and it was
estimated that this enhanced assessment would increase the income
by Rupees 6,260 a year, The Municipality, however, have declined
to make any increase t6 the existing taxation, but there is nothing
to show that the conclusions, stated in His Excellency’s Minute,
were not quite correet: =
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6. The Municipality have themselves admitted that they can - | /% t%@.ﬁ?{ﬁ ’ /

pay Rupees 4,000 3 year togards the liquidation of the proposed
debt out of their present ificome, If they adopted the course pro- - : | ‘ |
posed by the Madras Government in the orders of the 2nd September, . ™ ) .

they could pay at least Rupees 6,000 more, or Rupecs 10,000 a year : ‘
altogether. . 7 - ,

7. Under these circumstances, I'am desired to state that_, ‘ PROCEEDINGS of the MADRAS COVERNMENT. |
the payment already made under the orders of the M adras Govern- " ‘ _ N - )
- ment, the GOVBI‘POIi Genera) in Council, as remarked in the 3rd Read the following 1ett01/,/g__(“_ ’t;
cipa,lgty. His Excellenc,zy in Council is also repared to lend the / 2 - ' -
Mumcipal}t}i{ Rupees 40,000 more, on cdﬁ£tion that the whole é &2/ {M ,
amount of Rupees 60,000 will be re-paid in full within six years, ,
with interest at § per cent., by annual instalments ; that the muni. ‘ % A¢ s p /tf/’h\oe/ W ‘.
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cipal income will be rajsed to such an extent.as will place the punc. :

L2

tual Payment of the instalments and interest beyong doubt ; and

(Y

that the Gover.nment of Madras will undertake - to see that the
s InOney shal] be Judiciously spent, and the coddition of the station
; shall be permancntly benefittod therchy, <%

I havej&gﬁ‘)ﬁor to be,
Your most qbedient servant/,/ :
3 7.
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