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No. 207. Read the following letter from &. A. BALLARD, Esq., Collector of
Malabar, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated
Calicut, 2nd February 1869, No. 10. ’

The Committee of the Civil Hospital and Dispensary at Cochin have brought
to notice that a Hospital for European Sailors is much wanted at Cochin.

Their President says, ¢ Doctor Whitton,as well as his predecessor Doctor Furnell,
liave at various times kept up an establishment for this purpose at a pecuniary loss to

themselves, I believe, and it is hardly fair to expect that the Civil Surgeon should
do so.

“ The average number of European seamen visiting the port in one year lhas
been about 300 during the last three years, but previously to that date it was consider-
ably larger, namely, about 500; and I see no reason to doubt that the latter estimate
is likely to be much exceeded in the future. 1 have come to this conclusion looking
to the present prospects of the trade of this port. Moreover in the above figures, many
cailors of different countries are not included, such as Portugese, Manilla men, &e.,
who come here constantly in coasting steamers as well as country ships.

« Tt would be equally undesirable to admit ther, as to admit sailors direct from
Europe into the Civil Dispensary. Even if it was decided that such patients should
be admitted, there is no room for them. The Hospital has been lately so full that
patients have had to be accommodated in the verandas. I trust, therefore, that you
will bring this matter to the notice of Government for their favorable considera-
tion.”

I have thehonor toenclose an original® letter from Doctor Whitton to the
Cochin Civil Dispensary Committee on
the subject.

~ There can be no doubt of the extreme dosirability of a Sailors’ Hospital, and
the present trade, as well as the rising profits of Cochin, call for the early provision of
one.

* Dated 3rd August 1868, for return.

9. It struck me that additions to the present Police Hospital might afford
very convenient accommodation. It will
Vide plan enalosed Xo. 1; No 2 shows the position of the by geen that there is now a ward 17} by
31} feet with front veranda, store-rooms,
and small out-houses. The Superintendent of Police considers that half the accom-
modation would quite suffice for the Police. The Civil Hospital Committee consider
¢ that two wards, 18 feet square, with veranda and out-houses would suffice” for the
Sailors’ Hospital. It would be very easy to protract the Police Hospital building so
as to give an additional ward of 18 by 17} and veranda, atone end, when the
smaller ward might be given the Police, and the larger (present) one allotted to
Sailors ; or such addition might be made at both ends, when three good wards would
be provided.
3. In their last letter to me, the President of the Hospital Committee states
that a meeting resolved ‘ that the Police Hospital is totally unsuited for sailors.”
As it stands it is unsuited for sailors and Police ; but with the additions suggested, I

think it would be very suitable indeed, and the Committee give no reason for their
condemnation.
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4. ButI think the residents of the place may not like the idea of & Sailors’
Hospital at the site which borders an open green resorted t
there is another site on the bank of the river where g Sailor
conveniently erected.

The Committee consider that one might be built for Rupees 2000,
suitable new building will cost double that sum at least,.

5. T beg that I inay be authorized to call for
ing the Police Hospital, or for erecting a new
Government may determine to be Dbest,

o for recreation, and
s’ Hospital might be

I thinka

Plan and estimate for extend-
and distinet Sailopg’ Hospital, ag

From G. E. WHITTON, Esq., u. B., Civil Surgeon, Cochin, to the Members of the Committee of
the Civil Dispensary at Cochin ; dated Cochin, 3rd August 1868,

The time Las now arrived when we should make some adequate pro
European Sailors requiring admission into Hospital,

2. Hitherto the subject has only been mooted, but no decided
supply the want. The majority of you are perhaps better aware than |
annually visiting this port, the number of sick arriving here mugt be proportionally large. A great
number of these are treated by Native Medical Practitioners, gome few only by myself. 1 need
hardly say that, as 2 rule, Owners and Captains of ships are very parsimonious in thejp outlay for
expenscs connected with the medical treatment of their crews. It is thus that the first Native
Practitioncr who appears, be he qualified or unqualified, probably i
ship’s crew whilst she remains in port. It may be that some of t
Hospital, and morcover require all that the recourses of science
the alleviation of their sufferings ; but the ship having to leave o
are supplicd ; theship clears the port, and nothing more is heard of
if sailors were admitted into hospital at a small rate, the owners
such cheap Medical Practitioners. Were there sufficient room nsary, seamen
might be admitted there for treatment ; but unfortunately there would be that great drawback,
that it would dimiuish its usefulness as an Hospital for Natives, as al] the females ang probably
a good number of the males would ccase to become inmates of that institution,

3. As you are aware, I have mysclf for sometime kept up a small Sailors’ Hospital, but the
expenses connccted with it, and the small number of sailors resorting to it, made the experiment a
comparatively loosing affair for myself,

4. What will be required to form a really good Sailors’ Hospital will be Government gggig-
tance in the form of an annual supply of medicines, a suitable house, and a Drogger ; all the othor
expenscs might be defrayed by a small charge for each admission,

5. It is for you, gentlemen, to decide what will be the best steps to take.
spoken to the Collector on the subject on his last visit to Cochin, -and although
definite answer, yet I think he would be very well disposed to recommend Grovern
assistance towards this ohject,

vision for the treatment of

steps have been taken to
am, of the number of ships

of ships would ccase to patronize
in the Civil Dispe

I have already
he gave me no
ment to grant

No. 208. OrDER THEREON, 24th March 1869, No. 380.

In the foregoing letter the Collector of Malabar states that thf? Com.mitteo of
the Civil Hospital and Dispensary at Cochin have bro.ught to his notice that a
Hospital for Iuropean Sailors is much wanted at that St‘atlon.

2. The average number of European Scamen visiting tpe port has been about
300 during the last three years; but previously to that date, it was about 500,

5. The Collector states that thero can be no doubt of the extreme dosix'ability
of a Sailors” Hospital, and, he thinks, that by the additions to the present Police
]I()gpi{‘ﬂl the object might be attained,  But the Hospital and Dispensa y Committee

Proce;dmgs of the Madra; Government, Public Department,
24th March 1869.

i ital is totall
have recorded a resolution to the effect, ¢ that the" Pol}ce tHc:isplittalisusi1 A souiteg
“ ited for Sailors.” To this Mr. Ballard adds, ¢ As it stands > unsuite
“ Ifftzlrsgailors and Police, but with the additions' sqggested, I th;nl& ltt Z](;u e v Z.
“ suitable indeed.” In conclusion the Commlssm.ner begs t E.l t;i ):tal puther

ized to call for a plan and estimate for extending the Police Hospital,
ri .

i d distinct Sailors’ Hospital. . .
ereCt;“g i;tnzf . :;s frljnllnthe Civil Surgeon’s letter to the Comm.lttee of thefCotcilh;xir;
Civil bis ensisy that the Sailors treated at Co?hi.n are.not required to }:Ialy ér theix
d'n: t thI; Hospi’tal while the Sailors, under similar cn'cumstancez ?.t G.reo edatea

a , i . .
I;zspital at Madras, are required to do so, according to the rate fixed in ,

1865, No. 1016, viz.:— . ' .
e f(.;pt:;l:rfrwho ::.re admitt,ed for the convenience of: their shlpowne.rs ma}l};
“ er(l3 be charged Rupees 1-4-0 per diem, and the .Supermtendent of Ma;ul;e vzllle
“ f:lgg mZans of roequiring, in all cases, the admission order to be signed by
) Aggnts';(l)lz t(}?lri:l:ﬁ;nent see no reason why the order in f.orce at Mad.ra(fs1 sthould
t b<; extended to Cochin, and the Masters or Agents of ships be rlgqulred.no :)::));
?or the diet of seamen in the Cochin Hospital. A copy of tl-leh dr:ciﬁ loiuec_
, -ernment, containing the order above referred to,- will bg furnishe 0 tfa Hoe
? 2‘:; nMalal;ar and he will be requested to place himself in commumc; ion ey
;) Mercantile ,Firms at Cochin, and with the Master Attendznt,t an daslc)z o
t l}fether the samc course, which is pursucd by thc Master Attendant an puty
w .
e oable thar” maylllmt berﬁ:ogsgdizgosvl;i?.be best suited for the
. It is probable that a sma separa . g W . - _
t6 tolfs Slztilors. Such a building, itis believed, ex1sf.;s oppos.lt.e th;a- D:sz:}ixo
s n::(ll which is now used by Dr. Whition for the receptlond(c)lf. (?‘wﬂt p:hle;l) .sspen
oy i ill report whether, if an addition to the Dispen-
g their diet. The Collector will rep bW , 10 :
Pd}; f;()srmaflte for this class of patients, the building thus vacated might not be conve
sar

nicently used as a Sailors’ Hospital.
(True Extract).

Chief Secretary.

P %//A‘
i N lans. -
To the Collector of Malabar, with Pros:eedmgs No. }6%¥8, and two plans.
Inspector General, Indian Medical Department.
Master Attendant, Madras. +
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To
THE COLLECTOR or MALABAR.

&e., &c., &ec.

Dated March, 24th.

Recd. Ind,

G. 0., 24th Harch 1869, No. 380.

MARCH.
Nos. 207-208.

Passing orders regarding a Hospital for Eurc
pean Sailors at Cochir. :
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