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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Deparimnet,
22nd Marclh 1869-

No. 176. Read the following letter from Lieutenant Colonel J. BEAN, R. E.,
Executive Engineer in charge of the 4th Division, to the Secretary to
(Government, Public Works Department, Fort Saint George; dated Madras,
29th January 1869, No. 5166.

I have the honor to forward a reply to the Order of Government, paragraph 2,
dated 22nd December 1868, No. 3998,

One Memorandum from Dr. Mackenzie,

dated 26th January . . . . . .
1869- directing me in communication with
Sketch. : . .
e . the Inspector General, Indian Medical
epartment, to submit'a roug i
. 0., Pablic Dopartment, dated Oth December 1868, D p ent, tos bml,t a 1011011 estimate
No, 1518, paragraph 4. of the cost of alterations and additions

to the Mahal, built by the late Gholam Moortaza Khan, to adapt it for the purposes
of a large Lock-Hospital.

2. Ibeg to enclosc a Memorandum, dated 26th instant, drawn up by Dr.
Mackenzie regarding the suitableness of the Mahal and surrounding property for the
purposes of such a Hospital, as well as a sketch of the ground and plans of the build-
ing prepared by the Secretary to the Sanitary Commission and myself.

3. The Inspector General, it will be seen, condemns the building, aud on
professional grounds I would not advise the purchase of the Mahal for the purpose
of adapting it as intended. .

, 4. Though the building in portions is substantially built, there arc evidant
signs of the outer rooms having settled either from defective foundation or otlicr
causes, and this settlement has caused cracks to open out across the floors and at
the corners of the rooms where the main and crosswalls join cach other.

5. These defects are more perceptible on the eastern side, and T have shown the
portion of the cracks in the larger plan of the Mahal.

6. A great portion of the structure, and from closer examination than I had
means to give, it may be found that all the walls arc built of brick-in-clay instcad
of in chunam. Should the building be altered to suit the purposes intended,
I would advocate the removal of the outer rooms, thus reducing the limited accom-
undation that can now be afforded, and I need scarcely say that the cost of this, as
well as of the addition of another floor and completion of the building on the north
and east faces, could be better applied towards the construcgion of a new buildnyg.

7. Should the Mahal, with its surrounding out-offices and detached bungualow,
be purchased as a site for a large Mospital, the timber available could be used for
the now structure. I belicve that the roof of the bungalow, however, should the
puilding be retained as quarters for a Matron and Nurses, as proposed by Dr.
Mackenzie, will require to be rencwed.

No. 27.
Memorandum by the Inspector General, Indian Medical Department.

Having carefully cxamined the Mahal of IIis Highness Prince Azcem Jah, and the gswrround-
ing property, in order to ascertain their suitability for use as a Lock-Hospital, I beg to submit
the following observations for the consideration of Government :—

1. 'The whole of the arca shown in Coloncl Bean's plan would be required.
9. With the removal of some of the inner walls of the compound this space would give
<ufficient room for a large Hospital and its necessary subsidiary out-houses,
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
22nd March 1869.

3. The ¢ Bungalow,” situated in the centre of one of the court-yards, would, with a few
slight alterations, serve as a residence for the Matron and Nurses.

4. All the other out-buildings, except those at the southern extremity of the enclosure
should be removed. The latter could, at little expense, be converted into store-rooms, out-ofﬁce;
for the Matron. and an Apothceary’s dispensing room, &e.

5. The main building is unﬁnish‘ed. The whole form of the structure is faulty, and
entirely unsuited to an IHospital ; and the principle of its construction hag been repeatedly
condemned by all Sanitary Authorities.

6. The central hall is 27 feet in height, and at the regulated space of 60 superficial
square feet, and 800 cubic contents, for each inmate, it should accommodate eighteen cots. Owing
however, to the number of doorways, it could not receive more than fourteen, or double tha.;
number, if it were divided by a floor into an upper and a lower apartment.

7. The several apartments ventilate into one another ; and patients occupying the leeward
wall of the western side of the building at its widest part would have to breathe air contaminated
by passing over nine cots, supposing one row of these to run along the eastern and western sides
of cach ward, and in no other way could the patients be accommodated.

8, The accompanying plan, showing the details of the Mahal as regards the relative size
and position of all the rooms, has been prepared by Dr. Montgomery, whom, in the absence of the
Saintary Commissioner, T associated with myself in the inspection ; and who, at my request, also
computed the accommodation which the building is capable of affording. e fully concul’"s mn
cousidering it wniit for Hospital purposes.

Yowr Sarr Geowg, (Signed) W. MACKENZIE. . p,
26th Jonuary 1869, Insp r. Genl., Indim; ﬂledl’. Dept.

Transferred to the Public Department, with reference to the Order in that
Department, No. 1512, of the 9th December 1868.

Forr 8aixT GroRGE, (Signed) C. A. ORR, Colonel, R. E
2nd Lebruary 18069, Secy. to Govt ,P W-,D

. 4 l, . ) .
No. 177. OrpEr TiEREON, 22nd March 1869, No. 364.

‘ In tl.wir Order, No. 1512, dated 9_th December 1868, the Government, with a view
N e o, el g Lo gl '
‘ . . e, through the Government Agent,
1((Ihep?uk, z}; }to the price at which the Mahal at Triplicanc, built by the late Gholam
Df?:),?]y;i\m 1?1;,) c],<)11.111d\;€e ']}?urf'.lxased ; anfl tl.]at a ‘rough estimate be made in the
rv[:. men of Public ‘ orks, In c?mmumcatlon with the Inspector General, Indian
Medical Department, of the alterations and additions required to adapt this buildipe
as an Hospital. : °
2. Irom the reports above recorded, it is observed that the Inspector Generyl
liidian Medical Department, considers that the whole area of the Mahal should 1)(,:
takcn up for the Lock-Lospital premises, one bungalow and some of the out-build-
mgs being utilized for the Matron’s house and store-rooms.
5. The mam building, the Mahal, which is in an unfinished state is condemned
By Doctor Muackenzie as totally unsuited, from its structure, for conversion into an
hospital, and he is supported in this view by the Sanitary Commissioner. The
wnncecessarily lofty central hall is ill-adapted for a ward from its numerous doorways,
and in its present stute would, at the regulated standard of space, accommodate only
fourteen cots. It 1t is divided into an upper and lower story, it would accommodate
twenty:eight, The other apartments are equally ill-designed, and are objectionable
as ventilating into cach other.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
2%d March 1869.

4. The Superintending Engineer states that ¢ though the building is in
“ portions substantially built, there are evident signs of the outer rooms having
“ gettled either from defective foundation or other causes, and this settlement has
“ caused cracks to open out across the floors and at the corners of the rooms where
“ the main and crosswalls join each other.” ¢ A great portion of the building is
“ of brick and clay, not brick and chunam. The outer rooms would have to be
“removed and the alterations would prove in the end unsatisfactory and more expen-
“ sive than a new building. Should the site be selected, and the property purchased,
¢ the timber would be available for a new building.”

5. Before arriving at any decision on the subject, His Excellency the Governor
in Council resolves to appoint a Committee consisting of the Inspector General,
Indian Medical Department, the Sanitary Commissioner, and Colonel Bean,the
Superintending Engineer, 4th Division, to report upon—

1st.—The best form of construction for a Lock-Hospital for 250 Native
women.

2nd.—The area required for this hospital and its subsidiary buildings.

3rd.—What sites, the property of Government, are available ; and the Com-
mittee will be able to obtain this information from ths Collector of the
Madras District.

4¢h.—Failing any sites, the property of Government, what other sites combin-
ing economy and a healthy locality are available for purchase, or for
being taken under the Act.

6. The Government Architect, Mr. Chisholm, will also be associated with the
Committee in view to the preparation of a plan and estimate of a suitable building

for a Lock-Hospital,
) (True Extract).

Chief Secretary.

To the Inspector General, Indian Medical Department.

Sanitary Commissioner.
Public Works Department, with two plans and a sketch.
Collector of the Madras District.
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PROCEEDINGS of the MADRAS COVERNMENT.
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