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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
13th March 1869.

No. 90. Read the following Despatch from the Right Honorable the Secretary
of State for India, to His Excellency the Right Honorable the Governor in
Council, Fort Saint George ; dated India Office, London, 4th February
1869, No. 4, (Public.)
The despatch of your Excellency in Council, dated 29th February, No. 2 ol
1868, forwarding copy of a letter from the Chamber of Commerce at Madras, on the
subject of the increased rate of postage imposed on the correspondence between India
and the United Kingdom, has been considered by me in Council.

2. InreplyI forward, herewith, copy of a letter from the Lords Commissioners
of Her Majesty’s Treasury, dated 26th May last, and also extract (paragraph 2) from
another letter from the same authorities, dated 29th December last. These docu-
ments must be regarded as expressive of the decision of Her Mujesty’s Government
on the question discussed by the Chamber of Commerce at Madras.

From G. 8. BOOTH, Esq., to H. MERIVALE, Esq,, ¢. ., dated Treasury Chambers, 26th May
1868.

With reference to Mr. Melvill's letter, dated the 15th instant, and to the letter addressed to
you from this Board, dated the 18th March last, on the subject of the increased rates of Overland
indian Postaze, T am directed by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to request
that you will state to Sir Stafford Northcote that the increase on the postage on correspondence vid
Marseilles from 10d. to 1s. 1d. the half-ounce letter was consequent upon the postage on the
correspondence via Southampton being raised from Gd. to 9d. the half-ounce letter, the additional
4d. being th: amount of transit rate payable to the French Post Office.

2. The postage on the correspondence with India wos raised as stated in the lstier fromn this
Board above adverted to, with a view to assist in covering the largely increased expenditure which
the new weekly service to India involves, and my Lords adverting thereto are of opinion that it
would not be advisable to disturb the present rates of postage which were settled after the whole
matter bad received the most attentive consideration.

Eutract of a letter, dated Treasury Chambers, 29th Decembsr 1868.

Paragraph 2. Asregards the question of the postage on letters between this eountry and
India, I am instructed to observe that my Lords by their letter, 26th May last, intimated to the
Secretary of State for India in Council their opinion that, adverting to the largely increased expen-
diture which the new weekly service to India involves, it would not be advisable to disturb the
present rates of postage, and my Lords see no reason to depart from the opinion they then expressed.

No. 91. OrDER THEREON, 13th March 1869, No. 313.
A copy of this Despatch, and of its enclosure, will be furnished to the Chamber
of Commerce, with reference to their Secretary’s letter of the 5th February 1868,
(True Extract).

Chief Secretary.
To the Chamber of Commerce, Madras.

Exd, J, Wright
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